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COLLEGE BOYS 








300 Reporters in Film Colony Now 
Writing of 150 Screen Names or Less 





Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Exclusive of the 30 trade paper 
reporters who daily make the rounds 
of the picture studios, there are 300 
mon and women in Hollywood writ- 
ing about picture stars. There are 
accredited correspondents of news- 
papers, magazines and syndicates. 
No one knows how many freelance 
writers are trying to get by by chat- 
tering about screen personalities. 

Of the total, 45 are on local and 
out of town daily papers. ‘Christian 
Science Monitor,’ Chicago ‘Tribune,’ 
N. Y. ‘Daily News,’ N. Y. ‘Times,’ 
San Francisco ‘Chronicle,’ St. Louis 
‘Post Dispatch,’ Boston ‘Globe,’ Mi- 
ami ‘News,’ and Dallas ‘News’ have 
correspondents in Hollywood. 

News syndicates have 20 repre- 
sentatives here doing daily and fea- 
ture yarns. In addition there are 
eight local dramatic editors. 

Around 80 writers do wire stuff 
on assignment for individual papers 
and magazines throughout’ the 
country. 

Specs 

Besides these, there are 50 writers 
known to the studios who write on 
anything for anyone on spec. These 
writers aren’t to be confused with 
the army of chiselers who claim 
they’re writers to get into the 
Studios and work one of many 
rackets. 

Foreign correspondents total 80. 
They write in practically every 
known language but the majority 
represent Latin journals. 

Most of their time is spent trying 
to find out what the other fellow 
knows and if he’s beating them toa 
story. Total nimber of men and 
women trying to get by as news 
writers outnumber the players they 
write about two-to-one. 


Siam’s Prince Will Try 
Luck in Travelog Film 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 


Recent visit here of the Siamese 
prince has the king’s son steamed 
over a picture to put Siam on the 
film map. 

Siamese royal house will br. 4 
picture to be made to cash in on 
the wild animal market. Harry 
Schenck, former assistant director, 
is to manage the outfit going to 
Siam and is now assembling a 
company. 

Film will be based on an animal 
hunt with the king, prince and en- 
tire royal household taking part. 











MARY PICKFORD’S COLUMN 

Mary Pickford becomes a news- 
Paper columnist Nov. 1. That is the 
date her first article in papers sub- 
Scribing to the McNaught Syndi- 
cate. 

Miss Pickford’s contribution will 
be a weekly feature 


+ 








MUSIC JUST SIDE-LINE 


Columbia’s Ice Box, Fan, Iron, in 
Lieu of Discs 





Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Having taken the plunge into the 
commercial waters outside of show 
business with its new dry cleaner 
that retails for $7.95, the Columbia 
Phonograph company continues in 
the swim with completed plans for 
an electric refrigerator, hot and cold 
air fan and a cordless electric iron. 
All this in conjunction with its reg- 
ular record, phonograph, radio and 
radio disc business. 

Zenith radio company will also 
have a cordless electric iron, while 
Majestic has been in the electric 
ice-box business for a year already. 
Victor is practically set with its $10 
motion picture camera. 

Next step probably meat packing 
and orange juice stands, 


Soviet Govt. Will Go 
On Air in California 
To Sell Goods to U. S. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

Soviet government's trading com- 
pany Amtorg will go on the air 
here as an experiment. If clicking, 
it will signal a further use of the 
air to sell Russian product in 
America. 

First ether plug will be over the 
Paramount-affiliated KNX in Hol- 
lywood, put on by the local Amtorg 
branch to sell Russian candy. 


TALKING DOLL VIA DISC 
AS CHILDREN’S TEACHER 


Psychology of a little entertain- 
ment as a wedge for instructional 
purposes, furnished an _ inventor 
with the idea for a talking doll. 
Object is a sale to children who will 
be unconsciously tricked into learn- 
ing things. William Potter is the 
inventor. 

The doll, standing a couple of feet 
high, is equipped with miniature 
records which can be changed at 
will. Switch is turned on and the 
Goll sings, tells a story, says a 
prayer, does the alphabet, or any- 
thing along similar lines. Records 
will run a couple of minutes. 

The dolls will sell for around $15, 
under plans. Potter is said to have 
worked three years on the invention. 


10 Pounds—Look! 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

On the strength of the rushes of 
‘Flying High,’ Katherine Crawford 
has been given a seven-year con- 
tract by Metro. 

To get an assignment to Flying 
High,’ Méss Crawford took off 10 
pounds in one week, via diet route. 
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CHOW BIZ GAREER 
THRU DANCE BAND: 


Or Chance to Get Bankroll 
Before Framing Diploma 
—But Vallee, Waring, 
Heidt, Olsen Only Col- 
legians in Big Money 





—— 


RAH-RAH LABELS 


Mi 





Chicago, Sept. 21. 











WORLD’S OLDEST RACE 


Italian Film of Palio Horse Race— 
First Run in 15th Century 








Rome, Sept. 10. 


Cines filmed the famous Palio 
horse-race of Siena. Run around the 
city square, it is the oldest sporting 
event in the world, having been in- 
stituted in the 15th century. The 
jockeys are dressed in mediaeval 
costumes and are allowed to hit 
each other and opponents’ horses 





College boys have been dubbed 
flops by the film industry but hun- 
dreds of campus lads have stepped 
into show biz through dance orches- 
tras and made good. 

Jazz has been, and still is, the 
college boy’s best and most remun- 
erative contact with the amusement( 
wond, But here, frankly, his suc- 
cess is based not on anything he 
learned from academic textbooks 
but on his own inate talent plus 
personal persistence. 

But for every Horace Heidt, Fred 
Waring, Rudy Vallee or George Ol- 

(Continued on page 32) 


STOP BURNING: 
ON NOTICES, 
SAYS RKO 


RKO is notifying all acts playing 
its vaudeville theatres to discon- 
tinue showing resentment over 
newspaper criticisms and notices 
received while playing the RKO 
theatres in New York or out of 
Psychology is ‘read it and 
forget it.’ 

Advice from the booking office to 
acts is that caustic complaints from 
the acts by letter or verbally to 
critics and columnists are harmful 
to both the acts and the circuits, 


This halts vaude actors’ visible 
burnups over bad notices for the 
benefit or annoyance of the news- 
paper boys and girls. The acts are 
requested to pass off the bad re- 








town. 


views with the good. If the com- 
plaint is justifiable, they are told, it 
can be taken up through the RKO 
publicity departmegt instead of di- 
rect with the reviewers or dramatic 


departments of the dailies. 
Considerable trouble with critics 








on RKO's western route towns 
prompted the REO no-burn ruling. 
A recent incident in Kansas City 
involving a “Socal panner and a 
comedy team brought the situation 


with their whips. 
Film is current here, 


London’s New Reducing 
Racket Is Tapeworm 
In Gelatine at $5 Per 


London, Sept. 21. 


Latest medical racket on this side 
looks entirely new. 

Certain higher grade chemists in 
the West End belt are selling tab- 
lets guaranteeing to slim down 
dames who take them, 

Rate works out at $5 a tablet, but 
reducing is guaranteed. 

Each dose merely contains a 
tapeworm preserved in gelatine, 

Hlome Office probe likely. 


B’WAY AUCTION STORES 
USING GIRLS AS SHILLS 


The phoney jewelry auction stores 
around Times Square have added 
femme appeal to attract business. 

In some of the places a good-look- 
ing and smartly dressed girl stands 
in the crowd to catch the male eye. 
Purely a shill and she bids for the 
rings, watches, ete. If she buys, 
which happens regularly, stuff 
eventually gets back to the counter. 

Girls readily converse with the 
men and urge the buyers now and 
then, emphasizing the femme 
knowledge of values in jewelry to 
put it over. 

More action than 
those Coney Island 
midnight. 


Cooking School Opposish 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 
Loop theatres here are planning 
a protest to local newspaper 
against opposition entertainment 
furnished by latter. Opposish con- 
sists of a free cooking school con- 














shilling for 
busses until 








ducted by the sheet in the muni- 
cipal auditorium for one week 
every year, with nationally noted 


food expert lecturing and conduct- 
ing experiments. 

Cooking school drew crowds of 
9,000 women every day last week 
and matinee biz in all loop show- 
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Quincy, Ill, Sept. 21. 

of a female minstrel 
troupe are being sold at auction 
every other night or so. They are 
chumping the sticks with the yokels 


having no comeback without be- 
coming the laugh jackass of the 
community. Troupe is traveling in 
two private railroad cars. The lo- 
cals have no mean of knowing the 
women in the company they buy at 
auction for the evening are the 
wives of the male staff of the tra- 
veling show. All but a couple of 
homely girls carried as the stand 
offs. 

Where possible the show books for 
two nights. At the end of the first 
stag performance, the manager an- 
nounces the following night there 
will be no performance. But he 
confidentially advises the male lis- 
teners that the next evening, as 
it will be the girls’ night off any- 
way, they would like to have the 
native boys bid for them from the 
stage. 

‘And then,’ says the spieler, ‘the 
girl you pick and buy is yours until 
seven the next morning.’ 

That the girls have one night 
every week is stressed by the man- 
agement, and free admission to the 
theatre the following night is an- 
other come on. 

At the initial performance the 
girls in tights are distinctive 
through colors. Perhaps the two 
best lookers wore pink or blue 
tights. The next evening the boys 
with good memories are present. 

Bidding Picks Up 

Bidding is always slow at the 
start, without the shill in the audi- 
ence starting anything until later. 
When the audience bunch sees the 
pink or biue tights first, all want 
to bid but hold back. Finally some- 
one not wanting to be forward bids 
25c. At 50c. there is a sale. Same 
(Continued on page 34) 


Coast’s Best Dressers 
Sniff and Kill Eugenies 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Nosedive done by the ‘Empress 
Eugenie’ hats in Hollywood is attri- 
buted to the fact that Lilyan Tash- 
man, Kay Francis, Juliette Comp- 
ton and Constance Bennett, con- 
sidered Hollywood's best dressed 
women, did not go for the pancake 
lids, 

Millinary houses claim that ¢he 
new hat was too easily duplicated, 
that it was almost impossible to 
tell the difference between one that 
cost $20, and another costing a 
buck. Kidding of the head piece 
in several of the aews weeklies 
didn't help the sale. 

If the big four of Hollywood's 
femme dressers don’t go for a par- 
ticular style it’s a cinch the style 
will not be accepted by the rest of 
the film colony, and that meang the 
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BEST BET 


Making Chumps of Saps in Sticks 
By Selling Smart Dames at Auction 
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Whites Protected by Censoring 
Of All Pictures in South Africa 


One of the most complete censor- 
ship bills ever framed was passed 
in South Africa several weeks ago. 


One clause calls for censoring of 
posters of scenes the censorship 
board doesn’t like. Idea back of 
that, as explained, is not to show 
the write race up to ridicule before 
the native negroes or anything 
which vague hints at white men not 
being superior. 

Among the things forbidden by 
the new censorship rules are: 

Impersonation of the king. 

Holding up te ridicule or con- 
tempt any member of the king’s 
military or naval forces. 

Treatment of death. 

Nude human figures. 

Passionate love scenes. 

Miustrating night life. 

References to controversial or in- 
ternational politics. 

Antagonistic relations 
capitol and labor. 

Disparaging public characters. 

Creating public alarm. 

The drug habit, white slave traf- 
fic, vice or loose morals. 

Religious convictions or feeling of 
any section of the public. 

Ridicule or contempt. 

Juvenile crime and, in case of older 


between 


persons, brutal fighting, drunken- 
ness and brawling. 
Pugilistic encounters between 


Europeans and non-Europeans. 
Intermingling of Europeans and 
non-Europeans. 
Rough handling or ill-treatment 
of women and children. 


Geo. Fawcett’s Act 


George Fawcett, called the grand 
ola man of pictures, is opening in 
vaude for RKO Sept. 19 at the Re- 
gent, Paterson, N. J. 

Fawcett will do a four-people act 
called ‘The Mayor and Manicurist,’ 
written by George Ade. 








Philly Scion Promises to 
Take Back His Daughter 


Cambridge, Mass., Sept. 21. 


After spending five months in 
jail, William ‘Wild Bill’ Weightman, 
$rd, scion of a prominent Philadel- 
phia family, film actor and auto 
racer, was brought into Superior 
Court to face a charge of non-sup- 
port of his two-year-old daughter, 
Ramona Rene Weightman. 

Case was filed after he had prom- 
ised to take back the child and pay 
his Malden, Mass., mother-in-law 
for maintenance of his daughter, 


‘Lahr East for White 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Bert Lahr, just completing ‘Fly- 
ing High,’ returns east next month 
for a new George White musical. 
Lahr likes talkers but misses that 
applause. 


_— 


PAR’S EASTERN QUINTET 


Paramount has contracted five 
writers, all of whom will remain in 
the east, to prepare originals. Scrib- 
blers are Don Clarke, Gene Fowler, 
Dashiell Hammett, Jack MacGowan 
and Gladys Unger. 

American Play Co., arranged and 
also spotted Dwight Taylor with 
Metro for three months. Taylor is 
enroute west. 











Censor !njured 

Mrs. Sallie McRee Minsterer, of 
the New York state board of cen- 
sors, is recouperating in the Long 
Isiand College hospital from _ in- 
juries received when she slipped on 
a sidewalk. 

She suffered a_ splintered 
cap. 


knee 





Miss Witherspoon’s Film 
Cora Witherspoon, 
goes into Radio's 
Woolsey talker, 
tract. 


from legit, 
next Wheeler- 
One picture con- 











if there is any person you dislike, 
that is the person of whom you 
ought never to speak, 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 





Tourist’s Schedule 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Visitor to Pathe was dis- 
appointed because she couldn't 
see Ann Harding on a stage. 
She was told the next day she 
might be more successful. 

‘What time does she get 
here?’ 

‘Nine o'clock.’ 

‘Could you have her make it 
8:30 tomorrow? We also want 
to take in the ostrich farm 
before noon.’ 











MOSS REOPENS B’WAY 
WITH COMBO PROGRAM 


B. S,. Moss reopened his Broad- 
way theatre at 52nd street Satur- 
day (21) with a stage show of vaude 
acts especially produced, and film 
program headed by ‘Pagan Lady,’ 
Columbia talker, a first run for New 
York, 

The Broadway with a capacity of 

around 2,600 seats on two floors 
is playing continuously, to a top of 
85c. at night, starting at 35c. at 
early opening time. Its entire over- 
head is estimated at $20,000 week- 
ly, and the gross money capacity 
at $35,000. 
Its first day, Saturday, the house 
did $4,500 with its night playing in- 
terfered by a press show from 9 to 
11:30. Sunday (20) the Broadway 
did $5,500. 

Joe EB. Brown at $6,250 for the 
week headlines the vaude section of 
five acts. It is expected that the 
stage show portion of the perform- 
ance will cost around $10,000 week- 
ly. 

B. S. Moss is personally oversee- 
ing the production and manage- 
ment. A review of the first show is 
in this week’s issue of ‘Variety.’ 

Broadway was formerly the Col- 
ony, built by Moss. Its previous 
policy was musical comedy, last 
season, when ‘The New Yorkers’ 
started off as a smash hit, remain- 
ing around 25 weeks at the theatre. 








Haines in Person 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Return of William Haines to Me- 
tro, reported to be the same salary 
he drew on his last optional term, 
carries an agreement that the actor 
will be sent on a cross-country per- 
sonal appearance tour before his 
next picture. 

Idea of the personals in key cities 
is to bring back b. o. prestige. 

Haines, off the Metro list for a 
month, quit when he refused to con- 
tinue at the salary status of his 
last six months. 

Haines leaves late this week for 
a series of personals at Loew’s east- 
ern houses. 





SAILINGS 


Oct. 1 (San Francisco to Yoko- 
hama), Edith Ryan (Chichibu). 

Sept. 29 (New York to London) 
Edmund Lowe, Lilyan Tashman 
(Europa). 

Sept. 25 (Paris to New York), 
Jack Tourneur (Lafayette). 

Sept. 22 (New York to Berlin), 
Peter Clark, Hiram S. Brown, Jr., 
Webster Todd, Wallace Harrison, 
Andrew Reinhardt, W. B. Hansen, 
Gerald Chatfield (Bremen). 


Sept. 21 (Perth to London) Frank 
Tait, George Highland (Ormonde). 

Sept. 21 (Berlin to New York) 
Harriet and Fritz Kreisler (Eu- 
ropa). 

Sept. 19 (Paris to New York), 
Martin Herman (Aquitania), 

Sept. 19 (Sydney to Hong Kong) 
Long Tack Sam (Changte). 

Sept. 19 (London to New York) 
Mrs. Patrick Campbell (Aquitania). 

Sept. 18 (Capetown to L ndon) 
Maria Nyman, Wilson and Moray, 
Wheeler and Wilson (Balmoral 
Castle). 

Sept. 17 (Sydney 
Alwyn Sherlock (Marella). 

Sept. 16 (London to New York) 
Adrienne Allen, Raymond Massey, 
Sydney Carroll (Homeric). 

Sept. 15 (Berlin to New York) L 
Coppicus, Mrs. Erich Kleiber 
(Bremen). 

Sept. 14 (London to New York) 


to Singapore) 














Mrs. Hannah Franken (Leviathan). 
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WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll’s “Vanities.” 
Kelcey Allen in “Women’s Wear’ 
said: “Will Mahoney, the ‘Vanities’ 
principal comedian, is not overbur- 
dened with work in this production, 
but what he does do is very amus- 
ing. His most unique offering is a 
dance on a huge xylophone.” 


Mr. 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


YUMA AND SONORA WAX 
FAT ON FILM LOCATIONS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Depression doesn’t mean a thing 
to Sonora, Cal., and Yuma, Ariz., 
which saw kale in motion picture 
location jaunts and went after them 
in true commercial spirit. 

Almost simultaneously a year ago 
the chambers of commerce of these 
two widely separated towns ap- 
proached the picture studios to lo- 
cate in their towns when stuff was 
needed outside the home lot. Re- 
sult is that today these two spots 
get more than half the location busi- 
ness. 

Towns competed in entertaining 
the location managers’ association, 
and these blowouts have come back 
with interest. A location trip with 
companies of from 50 members up 
means spending money in the towns. 

Sonora gets the break for moun- 
tain stuff and Yuma for desert 
backgrounds. 











EDDIE DOWLING ON SHORTS 


Wife as Star of Series on ‘Orphan 
Annie’ For Par 





Eddie Dowling will produce and 
direct some series of two-reel talk- 
ers for Paramount release, with his 
wife, Ray Dooley, as the star of 
each. Dowling won’t do any acting. 

Scripts have been adapted from 
‘Little Orphan Annie,’ the newspa- 
per comic strip. Production will 
take place on the coast, starting 
around Jan, 1, 





High School Boy’s New 
Contract as 6-Yr-Old 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Kendall McComas, who has been 
playing six-year-olds in pictures for 
four or five years, gets his first term 
contract this week. Hal Roach is 
signing him for ‘Our Gang’ as a r>- 
sult of his work as the tough kid in 
‘Merely Mary Ann’ for Fox. 

Young McComas is actually 14 
years old and attending high school. 





Colbert-Boyd, Leads 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Paramount has purchased the 
picture rights to Charles Kenyon’s 
‘Top o’ the Hill’ and will present it 
with Claudette Colbert and William 
Boyd. 
Bartlett 


Cormack will do the 
adaptation and dialog. The title 
will be changed to ‘Uncertain 


Women.’ 





Writers and Par 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Paul Dickey, playwright, is about 
to close with Paramount on a writ- 
ing contract, with the usual option 
trimmings. 


Jim Tulley is also talking terns 
but with the Warner headle. 





Lead Located 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Universal has solved the problem 
of a lead for ‘Nice Women’ by beok- 
ing Alan Mowbray. 
The local Morris office did it. 


Classics? You Know—A Fellah Loves 
A Girl but Another Guy Horns In 





Without a Stutter 





Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Rosco Ates states winter is 
officially here. 

He knew it, he says, when he 
returned home the other night 
and found that Mrs. Ates had 
tossed out the twin beds and 
replaced with a double. 


SHEEHAN WEST AGAIN 
AFTER 3 DAYS IN N. Y. 


W. R. Sheehan returned to the 
Coast Saturday after a three-day 
visit to New York. 

His trip unloosed a flock of rumors 
which tied the visit to a meeting at 
the Hays Organization, It is re- 
ported that Sheehan, however, did 
not visit the Hays office but met 
the new Fox finance board and re- 
turned west with no studio personne] 
changes ordered. 














Breeze of Voight’s Swing 
Blows Thomas Into Spot 





Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Hubert Voight, head of the War- 
ners and First National studio pub- 
licity department, who was ordered 
off the WB lot after taking a 
punch at Darryl Zanuck’s chin, was 
succeeded today by George Thomas. 
The latter has been associated with 
WB out here for years. 

Zanuck had complained by let- 
ter to the home office of Voight’s 
asserted lack of co-operation, and 
Voight, in the presence of Jack War- 
ner and Bill Koenig, upbraided him 
for not saying it to his face. 

Voight then attempted a sock and 
was ordered off the lot. 


All Jones Shorts on One 
Program at Warner, N. Y. 





Entire series of Bobby Jones golf 
shorts will be combined for show- 
ing as a regular feature at the War- 
ner theatre, New York. Date unset 
yet, depending on the run of ‘Drey- 
fus Case.’ 

Same thing has been tried out 
west, showing six reels at a time, 
with reports on business pretty 
fair. 





U Pairs Wampas Babes 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Universal will use two Wampas 
baby stars, Sidney Fox and Frances 
Dee, in ‘Nice Women.’ Latter bor- 
rowed from Paramount. 

Picture will be first solo directing 
effort of Edwin H. Knopf, who also 
adapted. 


WOLFSON WEST 2 WAYS 

Universal has bought the rights 
to FP. J. Wolfson’s novel, ‘Bodies 
are Dust,’ recently published by 
Vanguard, Author has also accepted 
a writing contract from the studio. 

Wotlison leaves for the Coast Oct. 
1 by boat. his contract going into 
action on Oct. 15. 








CHIC SALE’S PLAY 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Chic Sale will produce and appear 
locally in ‘Simple Soul,’ play by 
Vernon Smith, between pictures. 
Also has screen rights to the play 
and trying to interest Warners in 
filming it following his next, ‘Old 
Man Minnick.’ 





U TAKES PRIZE WINNER 


Universal City, Sept 21. 
Arlet(? Duncan, 17-year-old New 
Ovleans girl, got a six month-with- 
aytlon-coniract fram Universal 
Miss Duncan wus the winner of 
@ photugraphic contest at N. O. 





Carlisle's M-G Year 
Los Angeles, Sept. 21 
Gwendolyn Wetter, 20-year-old 
girl whose picture name & Mary 
Carlisle, has a 40-week year with 
Metro at $65 a week. 





Court found it cke. 
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Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Old masters could write them, 
millions of readers in all languages 
can read them, but once they reach 
Hollywood to be made into pictures 
they get the same treatment—mod- 
ernization, 

Those old stories when 
meet with a flush 
from producers, 


bought 
of enthusiasm 
Raves go some- 
thing like this: ‘millions have read 
the book. A picture made as is will 
be a sure clean up.’ 

No S. A. 

With that in mind the story goes 
into the Hollywood mill, then up 
pops the devil in several guises, 
Scenarists peep that somehow or 
other the old master didn’t know 
anything about s. a. The love tech- 
nique is just awful and must be 
changed. 

Writers go to work putting mod- 
ern love pep into old stories and 
soon realize the Biblical insinuation 


that new wine won't go into old 
bottles. A few more changes are 
in order. Then those clothes on the 


characters of the story of the 19th 
century don’t go, either. Audiences 
will laugh at the wrong time. Bustles 
on skirts and sideboards don’t fit 
with the moderinization. Result the 
old master is thrown overboard and 
it’s another 20th century, 1931 edi- 
tion, 

Improving the old masters to 
bring them up to date is one of 
those processes which take lots of 
writing effort: Seventeen Fox writ- 
ers were needed to improve Mark 
Twain and bring ‘Connecticut Yan- 
kee’ to a modern era with radio. 

‘Hamlet’ No Go 

‘Hamlet’ doesn’t stand a chance 
currently of getting a screen treat- 
ment, as the only way to snuff out 
a mugg on the screen is by the 
gangster route. They haven't gone 
quite far enough in the present urge 
for modernity to put a Shakespear- 
ean character on the spot. 

Universal is in the prevailing 
throes of modernization. ‘Franken- 
stein’ was written in 1817, but an 
up-to-date monster that will keep 
the kids awake after seeing the pic- 
ture. Same studio had a corporal’s 
guard of writers improving on Ed- 
gar Allan Poe’s ‘Murder in the Rue 
Morgue.’ Small regiment was put- 
ting in modern love technique, also 
injecting modern French detective 
methods, and the killing will be in 
an up-to-date tabloid variety of 
love nest. 

-aramount is working currently 
on ‘Dombey and Son,’ but when it 
hits the theatres it won't be as 
Dickens imagined it—not by a pail 
full. 


Paralysis Not Epidemic 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 21. 
Infantile paralysis, though not 
epidemic, is hurting business. 

In Paterson, Ridgewood, and Irv- 
ington no one under 16 is admitted 
without parent and many children 
elsewhere are being kept home. 














Lee Tracey as ‘Blew’ 


Lee Tracy reached New York from 
the Fox lot several days ago. He 
goes with Jed Harris for the lead in 
‘Little Boy Blew.’ ~ 

‘Boy Blew’ is Harris’ first attempt 
at a musical. 





OLIVIER WORKS ANYWAY 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Inability 
Woman Commands’ at RKO-Pathe 
due to sickness, gave Laurence 
Olivier the juve lead in ‘Marcheta.’ 
Pathe picture wouldn’t have fin- 
ished in time for Olivier to take the 
Radio part. He is under contract 
to Radio. 


NO FOSTER CONTRACT 


Hollywood, Serzt. 21. 


Contract deal betvreen Nonmnan 
Foster, ex-)eL_tamount con’ ract 
Player, am? Uttheercal has fallen 


through. Salary Kept tlrem apart. 
Fostcr goes to Byetlio for ‘The 
Dova,’ wit Dolores Del Rio. 





Mayey for Mon‘h 
Rouis E. Mayer will make his cur- 
rent Broadway visit about a month 
in all. 
Trip east is said to be Mayer's 
customary conferences with the 





eastern execs of Loew’'s-Metro. 


to take a lead in ‘A: 
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Girls Can Hoof, 
But Who Cares? 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21, 
Around 1,000 are 
walking around L. A. 





chorus. girls 


and Holly- 


yood, trying to find some way of 


cashing in on their dancing lessons. 
Number of choristers engaged here 
weekly doesn’t relieve the situation 


any. Fanchon & Marco, sending out 
ome unit weekly, spots a line of 12 
girls. Outside of that about the 
only thing left is the town’s one 
purlesque house and club dates. 
Latter are usually filled by organ- 
‘ged lines from one of the local 
dancing schools. One night club, 
Olsen’s, uses a chorus line of eight. 

Most of the girls who do chorus 
work here are leftovers from picture 
musicals, Dancing schools used the 
film angle as bait for pupils and 
during the musical rush cashed. 
very school kid who could afford 
to take lessons ran around town 
with clips on his or her shoes, 

At one time it was so bad the 
public schools had to prohibit the 
wearing of clips on shoes while in 
the school rooms. Made too much 
racket. 

Metro's ‘Flying High’ is the first 
picture to use a chorus line in the 
past year. Some 50 dancers were 
needed but 700 answered the call, 


JACK DEMPSEY FREE 
BY DEFAULT DECREE 


Reno, Sept. 21. 

Jack Dempsey was granted a de- 
fault decree of divorce today from 
Estelle Taylor by Judge Thomas 
F.. Moran, 

The finding was made after a 
lengthy hearing. 

_He has no intention of giving up 
his residence here, regardless of 
what happens in the.divorce case, it 
is said, but is planning to put some 
real dough into the gambling and 
night club thing when he finishes 
his present barnstorming tour and 
finds out whether he can stage a 
come back against Schmelling for 
the heavyweight crown. 
_ Dempsey and his manager, Leon- 
ard Sacks, have not been doing so 
badly in the exhibition shows. They 
have cleaned about $30,000 the past 
five or six weeks and Dempsey’s 
still packing ’em whereever he ap- 
pears. 


Kid’s $200 Per Film 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 


Trem Carr Pictures has contract- 
ed to feature Andy Shuford, 11, 
in six westerns at $200 each, comes 
up for superior court approval this 
week. The figure corresponds to a 
weekly salary with maximum 
camera time specified as seven 
days and the pictures to be made 
on successive weeks. 

Carr has been co:featuring the 


kid with Bill Cody in. westerns for 
Monogram, 

















2 BELLY LAFFS—CONTRACT 


Universal City, Sept. 21. 

Andy Devine, former Santa Clara 
football player dong a bit in Uni- 
versal’s ‘Spirit of Notre Dame,’ got 
two belly laughs at the picture‘s 
preview and a six-month contract. 

Studio is now figuring on build- 
ing him up as a featured comedan. 

Present assignment is in ‘Law and 
Order.’ All he does in the new pic- 
ture is get hong. 


It's hard to get a laugh out of 
that. 





Galiup Driving 
Bruce Gallup, former ad head for 


United Artists will leave for the 
Coast by motor. 


What’s in a Name 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Playwright, who had little 
reputation as a scenario writ- 
er, tried to sell an original to 
the studios but couldn’t even 
come close. His agent offered 
it at $5,000 with no takers. 
Stage author then got a 
w. k. scenario writer to put his 
name on the script and offer 
it as his own creation. A 
studio bought it for $15,000, 
the writers splitting 50-50. 











Vanderbilt Sizzles 
Over Script, but 
Won't Sue Film Co. 


teno, Sept. 21. 
Nealy Vanderbilt, Jr., is all burned 
up because the Paramount script 
artists revamped his story ‘The 
Road to Reno’ and will turn it loose 
devoid of many things Vanderbilt 
thought essential and plenty more 


added. 

Vanderbilt saw a preview in New 
York recently. He collaborated with 
Ursulla Parrott in writing the scen- 
ario a couple of years ago and ped- 
dled it after some difficulty. 

He's not threatening to bring any 
suits or to shoot the directors or 
producers, however. 


Cool on Elissa 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Fox studio is reported having 
concluded the preliminary booming 
of Elissa Landi has been without 
result. 

This is said to have been denoted 
by Fox’s ‘Wicked’ wih Miss Landi. 
She failed to attract unusual at- 
tention in that film with the studio 
giving up hope of being able to 
make an outstanding star of her. 

Miss Landi has been ordered to 
postpone her departure to Europe 
pending the return of W. R. Sheehan 
this week and the possibility of 
retakes on ‘Yellow Ticket.’ 


Colleen Moore Back? 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Colleen Moore seems slated for a 
comeback. Lee Marcus, of RKO- 
Pathe has her in mind. 

If, on Marcus’ return east, he 
finds she will fit into the current 
program, a contract will be signed. 

Metro also has been taking an 
interest in Colleen of late. She may 
make that lot instead. 




















Par Pep Club’s Annual 
Dinner-Dance Is Off 


Annual Paramount Pep Club din- 
ner and dance is reported indefi- 
nitely postponed. Affair was orig- 
inally scheduled for Oct. 22. 

Board feels the postponement will 
effect a saving for employees. 

The Club will hold a_ regular 
meeting for election of officers 
sometime in October. Dr. Emanuel 
Stern is the new president. Club 
consists of Paramount-Publix home 
office personnel. 





METRO CAN’T USE ELGAR 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Phyllis Elgar, from legit, is off 
the Metro payroll. 
Studio had nothing for the ac- 
tress. 





MARIE DRESSLER’S MONTH 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Marie Dressler is eastward for a 
vacation in New York. 
Actress will spend about a month 
there. 





PLAYERS SAILING 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 





He will establish a 


permanent J 
home thera. 


Edmund Lowe and Lilyan Tash- 
man will be awag until December 
sailing Sept. 29 on the ‘Europa.’ 
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GYPPING STARS BY MAIL 





PERFEGT MANY 
PETTY RACKET 


Two-Cent Stamp Only Sure- 
fire Studio Gate-Crasher 
—Currently Popular 
Smalltime Grifts Include 
Fake Benefit Tickets and 
Lawsuit Threats 








CRAZY BEGGARS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Mail order racketeers are bilking 
picture mames out of a good sized 
roll every year. Everything is of- 
fered to them by mail from benefit 
tickets to babies. Seldom do the 
picture people buy but rarely do 
they get off without paying. 

Benefit ticket racket is the best 
and at present the most popular. 
It’s a small bite, usually never more 
than $10, but returns are many. A 
book of tickets is mailed to a pic- 
ture star for a phoney benefit dated 
to take place about a week after 
the star receives the letter. Timing 
is perfect, with the letter going to 
the studio and through the star’s 
secretary and then reaching the star 
after the supposed benefit has taken 
place. 

Star sends the tickets back, but 
sometimes pays after getting a let- 
ter from the ‘committee’ in which 
suit is threatened unless the money 
is forthcoming. 

Recently a woman in Mason City, 
Ia., had written to all studios in an 
effort to sell a baby. Nothing is 
said of it being an unwanted or 
love child—just a baby for sale. 
Studios are asked to provide trans- 
portation to Hollywood for the 
mother and child and immediate de- 
livery will be made, 


Belt Gag 


Enough horsehair belts to encircle 
the globe are shipped here from 
prisons weekly to male stars. Letter 
with the belt claim the maker is 
taking a bum rap and wants the 
money to finance a second trial or 
an appeal. The belts have taken 
months of labor to complete. Some- 
one discovered that the belts were 
made in Kansas City and sell for 
$8 a dozen. Shipped to towns where 
there are penal institutions, they’re 
mailed from these towns on regular 
sucker lists. 

Artists’ sketches, needle work, 
paintings and statues land at the 
studios daily. No price is attached 
to the works but they’re efforts of 
someone who needs money. Any 
contribution will be accepted. Stars 
return the stuff but claims come 
back to them that the masterpieces 
have been destroyed while in the 
hands of the players or in transit 
back to the homes. A suit is threat- 
ened. 

Saddles For Cowboys 


Western players have their quota 
of saddles and bridles coming into 
Hollywood weekly. Usually tricky 
affairs embellished in silver. One 
look at them and they're returned 
usually without being opened. 
That's the best out. 

Songs and books written for and 
about players are also on the pest 
list. 

Recently some boy with a laven- 
der streak has been making silk 
undies and sending them to femme 
stars. Girls admit the lad’s work is 
good and are willing to buy them, 
but feel there must be some other 
angle to it so return the undies. 

Letter to Ann Harding this week 
from an eastern girl asked for a 
complete trousseau. Girl cataloged 
all the finery she wanted, even io 
six pairs of stockings and a certain 
color of lingerie. For a postscript: 
‘And as we are going to Atlantic 
City for a honeymoon, I think three 
pairs of beach pajamas would be 
useful.’ 

Guests 


Two weeks previously the same 





player received a letter from a 





The Winner 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
There’s a guy out here who 
has been introduced to Gloria 
Swanson about 30 times but 
the star just can’t remember 
his face. She has formally 
acknowledged each introduc; 
tion. 
At the 31st meeting the lad 
beat the star to it by chirping: 
‘Look, Miss Swanson, if I 
meet you again I get a cup.’ 


NO RAISES AT 
OPTION TIME 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
teneral trend at the studios is to 
make new deals with players, when 


their options come up, at the same 
or modified terms. Boosting of sal- 
aries, with no regard for amount of 
the raise, is out. 

Metro is leader in the movement, 
having taken back William Haines, 
Marjorie Rambeau, Ramon Novarro 
and Willard Mack, after the players 
were ready to leave the lot. Deal- 
ing directly with the players instead 
of working through agents is get- 
ting to be the policy. Several agents, 
realizing that the change had to 
come, are working with the studios 
in an effort to adjust contracts. 
Frank Orsatti has been the leader 
in this respect and is responsible 
for the return to the Metro fold of 
the quartet of players mentioned. 


Cantor’s Bale 


In trying to sell the first bale of 
cotton in a- nationwide movement 
to- market this commodity, Harry 
Marks, leading the drive from Sel- 
ma, Ala., wired Eddie Cantor for 
purchase, advising it will be the 
con..dian’s property and ‘if you're 
broke you can arrange a loan of 
90% of value. 

Cantor is making the buy at $30 
for the bale, both he and United 
Artists figuring the publicity. 
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woman in England who informed 
the star she was coming to America 
for a vacation and could she be a 
house guest of Miss Harding for 
six weeks? 

Gary Cooper reports he gets at 
least one such missive a week ask- 
ing for an invitation to his Mon- 
tana ranch, 

German chap sent Billie Dove a 

picture of -himself and his 11 
children, with a muff almost to his 
waist. This was followed by a 
letter saying Ire was desperate and 
would she send cash to feed the 
kids? Ignoring it she got another 
saying she would be held responsi- 
ble for Lis death as he would kill 
himself unless the funds came. 
They didn’t and the next letter 
asked for the return of the photog. 
Players are the picked victims of 
every type of con game imaginable. 
Sidney Fox got a phone call to the 
effect that her brother was in a 
local scrape which could be fixed 
for $2,500. Her only brother is liv- 
ing in Boston. 
All players get a request for their 
cars when the stars see fit to get 
new ones. Less nervy one wrote to 
Buddy Rogers requesting ‘only a 
small car.’ 

Gimme letters are enhanced by a 
whole flock of advice-seeking 
epistles, with the fans now seem- 
ingly sending their Beatrice Fair- 
faxes to the screen femmes, espe- 
cially the kind that get billing for 
torridity. Letters along this line 
are legion, most of them a plaint 
from gals who mourn that they can’t 
hold a@ man and 
done, and should a girl wait for the | 





marriage bells? 


how must it be! 
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\Fan Mags’ Wild Hunt for Star Dirt 


With Burn Questions Freezes Studios 


+ 


—_———_———_—____— 


Hollywood, 


writers, 


Sept. 21. 


magazine once the 


cream around picture studios, are 
now the skimmed milk and sour, 
With perhaps the exception of one 
the scribblers are persona 
non grata, on orders from the front 


office. 

Curt cut is due to the changing 
policy of the mags, termed by the 
producers an attempt to out-tabloid 
the tabloids in their sarcastic and 
muck-raking efforts. 

In the eyes of the picture makers, 
a means of publicity once consid- 
ered constructive is now the ex- 
treme reverse, 

Faked stories and efforts to cru- 
cify the present fiock of names by 
skeleton-rattling are the instru- 
ments that have the film heads and 
the studio personnel affording the 
mag writers only co-operation to a 
point, and this because they fear 
the destructive weapons wielded. 

Such requests from the mag- 
azines as that asking the publicity 
departments to get the names and 
facts on family quarrels is a sample 
of the present trend. Asking for 
the intimate details of the star’s 
sex life, with questions that would 
better get a cataloging in Kraft- 
Ebbing is just an every day prop- 
osition, 


Fan 


monthly, 


On Hi-Hat 
One publication wanted the stu- 
dios to write out the various 


snooty acts of their particular play- 
ers for an article panning the play- 
er’s highhattedness, 

On the sex angle, which is getting 
currently the heaviest play, was the 
request of one magazine for state- 
ments by the femme stars as to 
which male made love so hotly in a 
scene that the lady took it as the 
real thing. 

Classed by one producer as the 
most nonsensical of questions was 
the one for players: ‘Whom do you 
think most conceited, men stars or 
women stars?’ 

All such requests now get the 
cold shoulder. But it isn’t stopping 
the publication of similar stuff. 

Hot or Out 

Recently writers for a fan mag 
were told that nothing of the old 
order was wanted; unless their 
copy was sensational it would hit 
the wastebasket. 

With these orders and with the 
studios in their present mood, fak- 
ing has _ resulted. 

In this category was an inter- 
view which had one actress ‘the 
child of sorrow’ because early in 
life her father died, etc. True, ex- 
cept that the old man is still living. 
Another had a star stating no girl 
could succeed in Hollywood unless 
she married a millionaire. 
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15 Mons. from Script to Film 
Big Portion of Studio Story 
‘Expense—Wont Sell Castoffs 


mic + 


Hollywood 21. 

Not the city of forgotten men but 
the land of forgotten stories, is one 
viewpoint Hollywood. It con- 
cerns the story material situation. 

Despite the supposed current 
drought in yarns, a checkup shows 
that script material coming into the 
studios averages a year and three 
months on the nut. This is the 
average deéeadhead period of all 
stories from the time they’re bought 
until they earn their first dollar at 
a boxoffice. 

While much material bought 
and rushed into production the 
average moribund period is built up 
by the hundreds of stories and 
plays allowed to stay on the shelves 
or in going through. the. mili of 
many treatments. Numerous stories 
bought in .the first flush. of eager- 
ness cool off rapidly and often go 
into the limbo of things forgotten. 
There they become overhead in- 
cinerators. 

Example of the forgetting process 
came to light this week at a studio 
which had grouped all its overhead 
eaters into a bunch and passed them 
over to an agent to dispose of to 
other = studios. Then the same 
studio started yelling for a particu- 
lar type of story for one of its stars. 
Agent pointed out two on the list 
he was peddling to other lots, and 
one of these was immediately put 
into work—with a commission to 
the agent. 

Impossible Job 

Eagerness to dispose of such long 
term shelvers isn’t always followed 
by willingness to sell when a. nib- 
ble comes from another studio. One 
studio engaged a writer to trot out 
its shopworn wares, but he didn’t 
sell one during his several months’ 
stay on the payroll. His plaint was 
that everytime he got a nibble from 
another studio his own lot met it 
with the statement, ‘If they want 
it, it must be okay, so we'll keep 
it.’ This is an old Coast custom. 

Producers say that much of the 
shelved stuff gets there because of 
changing public appetite. It’s the 
cycle influence again. Certain type 
themes are proving heavy boxoffice 
bets and studios are competing 
against each other on this particu- 
lar variety, only to be left holding 
the sack when the yen for this 
species of tale telling wears off. 

Currently every studio has its 
quota of gang stories, bought dur- 
ing the recent rush, which will 
never see the light of day—at least 
not in their present shape. 


STUDIOS TO CURB PRESS 
REVIEWS OF PREVIEWS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Studio press chiefs are in favor 
of a new policy for regular previews 
for the press at the studios them- 
selves and only when the pictures 
are ‘in proper shape.’ Reviewers 
see the films too soon when: they 
catch audience-test showings, ac- 
cording to the studios. 

Certain papers going in for pre- 
view pans consistently have had to 


Sept. 


on 


is 








atory reviews when 
were finally ready. 

Studio preview scheme calls for 
setting up the reviewers with a 
little food and entertainment on the 
side. 


the pictures 





Synced ‘Cougar’ Tours 


Oakland, Sept. 21. 
Latest wild animal feature to be 


roadshowed is ‘Cougar,’ synced 
California mountain lion subject 
made by Sidney A. Snow, which 


opened at the Roxy, formerly Duf- 
wyn, here Friday (18). 

Will make a tour, with Jay C. 
Bruce, official state animal hunter, 
who is appearing here in person 
with his mountain lions and hunt- 
ing dogs, accompanying. 

Seeks New Team 
Culver City, Sept. 21. 

Hal Reach is looking for another 
male comedy team for a series of 
two-reelers. Figures on taking un- 
knowns and building them. 

Series will be in sequence and 


based on a ’round-the-world plane 
trip. 





Cut-Rate Habit 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
A story at a major studio 
had a sequence in which the 


lead got rid of his mistress by 
paying her $100,000. Story was 
submitted to the supervisor 
for okay. 

When returned to the writers 
everything was jake, but the 
sup, from force of habit had 
cut the amount paid to the 
girl to $25,000. 


Any Relief Ticket Tax 
Up in Rhode Island to 
Be Fought by Exhibs 


Providence, Sept. 21. 
Further indication that attempts 
will be made in the Rhode Island 
Legislature to levy a tax on theatre 
tickets for the relief of unemploy- 











ment was seen in a statement here 


by Gov. Norman 8. Case endorsing 
such a move. The Governor in his 
statement frowned on tacking a 
further increase on gasoline taxes, 
and expressed his preference for the 
amusement tax. 

The idea of levying a tax on the- 
atre tickets was first advanced by 
Mayor James E. Dunne, who has 
asked the Governor to call a special 
session of the General Assembly ‘or 
the purpose of taking action on the 
matter. 

That any move to bring the tax 
about will be fought by theatre men 
here is indicated in their attitude. 
All exhibitors are agreed that a tax 
at this time would be most un- 
healthy. 


WRITERS-PRODUCERS 
MAKE SCANT HEADWAY 


Hollywood, Sep. 21. 
Freelance screen writers put forth 
their wails at the third of the pro- 
ducer-writer conferences held the 
night of Sept. 17 and continuing un- 
til 2:40 the following morning. 


Three grievances from this 
branch of screen workers were that 
writers should be paid for an or- 
dered treatment the day it is turned 
in, and not be forced to give addi- 
tional time gratis for making of 
changes; that material submitted 
for stories and not used in the par- 
ticular story involved should re- 
main the property of the writer, 
and that a two weeks’ notice of dis- 
charge or resignation should be put 
into effect. 

Discussion on these issues and a 
general confab on all previously 
discussed issues went on for hours, 
but with no decision on the part 
of the two producers present, B. P. 
Schulberg and Irving Thalberg; as 
to acceptance, 

Representing the freelance writ- 
ers were Clara Beranger, Ernest 
Vajda and Garrett Fort. These were 
in addition to the regular writers’ 
committee meeting with the pro- 
ducers, 

Meetings will be continued, but 
no date was set for the next con- 
fab. 








No Fox Board Meet 


Fox Film board of directors may 
meet before the close of September 
to act on a company dividend. Al- 
though home office info was that a 
meeting of the board was likely 
yesterday (21), it has been learned 
that no such meeting had 
called. 

Downtown info in financial circles 
has it that the board may pass the 
company dividend as the most 


been 


logi- 


cal move in the face of general 
conditions, 
Fox company itself is known to 


be beyond immediate financial exi- 
gencies, with present setup of man- 
agement fully satisfactory and re- 
maining, except for certain possible 
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minor changes 
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YORK and KING 


Starring in “The Hour Glass” 
At the Victoria-Palace, London, 
England. 
Direction 
JENIE JACOBS 
REEVES & LAMPORT 





Trying to Clear 
Up Overlapping 
Film Exec Jobs 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

One of the prevailing studio head- 
aches set for revision is the passing 
around of titles to executives and 
semi-execs. Practise has resulted 
in an impasse on most lots so far as 
placing responsibility where it be- 
longs. 

Few studios are without an over- 
lapping of authority somewhere in 
the exec lineup. The long contract 
proposition, political factions and 
the traditional inability of Holly- 
wood to say ‘No’ are all factors in 
the situations. 

There is the instance of two men 
apparently being in charge, and 
both with different titles so that 
none of the employees actually 
know who’s the boss. Two-way 
control makes it tough to put the 
finger on the reason for protests 
from the home office. But this two 
way condition prevails all the way 
down the line. 

At scarcely any studio will one 
person take full responsibility for 
material buying, there sometimes 
being four execs and departmental 
heads who divide these duties. 

Circular Firing 

A certain cowardice is also seen 
in many spots when it comes to re- 
placing a subordinate. One case 
occurred recently where one chief 
executive wanted to replace a 
departmental head with another 
employee. Without informing the 
office holder the second was pro- 
moted to a job carrying a newly 
created title, but which carried 
most of the work of the first man. 
Nothing yet has been stated to 
these two men, or to other em- 
ployes, just where one man’s re- 
sponsibility begins or leaves off. 





Damita’s German Story 
‘Chichenette and Her Father,’ 
German play, will be talkerized by 
Radio. 
Lily Damita will head the cast. 





16mm Film Show for Tots in Nabe A 
Small Seaters—Socially Backed 





Only 2 in 3 


—_—_— 


Only two complaints, and 
those minor, in three months 
against advertising copy were 
personally reported by Will 
Hays to his directors last 
week. 

It’s something resembling a 
record, 











Fox-WC Will Not 
Complete 9 of the 11 
Proposed UA Houses 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Fox West-Coast has called a halt 
on the construction of nine of the 
11 ropused houses that United 
Artists announced, after taking 
over the houses from U. A. in a 
product deal, FWC felt that the 
additional houses were so much 
deadwood. 30th U. A. and Fox- 
W.C. will attempt to make a settle- 
ment with the contractors through 
Walker & Eisen, archiects. If con- 
tracts can be bought up for less 
than the houses cost, construction 
will be off permanently. 

Eight of the houses had not gone 
past the foundation stage. 

Englewood and Whittier, Cal., 
houses, practically completed, are 
the only ones affected by the halt- 
ing order. Wilshire Blvd. house in 
L. A. will probably be completed. 





Radio Decides Against 
Doing Par Subsid Play 


Radio Pictures has decided against 
financing a play production by Ray- 
Minor Corp., Paramount subsid, 
which has been actionless on the 
producing end. Financing was be- 
ing considered for a while by Wil- 
liam LeBaron on the strength of 
possible picture possibilities. 

Meantime, Ray-Minor continues 
in the same non-functioning status 
it was thrown into several months 
ago when Paramount decided to 
withdraw its support. Both execu- 
tives, Whittacker Ray and Worth- 
ington Minor, are still under Para- 
mount contracts but have failed to 
line up outside production money, 
as suggested by Paramount. 





Expect 1,000 Working 
On Relief Committees 


Before the week is up committees 
totalling 600 film workers will be 
appointed to aid in the drive to re- 
lieve unemployment,. These groups 
will work up delegations in smaller 
cities and towns which will probably 
run the total of workers up to over 
1,600. 

Screen, of course, will be the the- 
atre’s most important contribution, 
Featuring in this will be the news- 
reels which will make every effort, 
under the present plan, to get all 
important messages across. 





Discovering Vaudeville 





RKO Telling About It in House Organ—And Plug- 
ging It at Last 





‘Voice of RKO’ is the house or- 
gan of that circuit, with this week 
the leading article by Jos. E. Plun- 
kett, RKO’s gen, mgr., on vaude- 
ville. It is headed ‘Something to 
Think About,’ signed by Plunkett 
and says in part: 

RKO has the reputation for 
having the greatest vaudeville 
in the world. I believe this new 

will demonstrate more 
forcibly than ever the value of 
vaudeville to our circuit. I do 
not care whether or net you 
have been playing vaudeville 
for twenty years, I am sure that 
this year—if you bring it out, 
accentuate it and sell it to its 
fullest possibilities, you will 
build up your business with 
tremendous box-office results. 


season 
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Other circuits are trying to 
enhance business with vaude- 
ville in their theatres, but I am 


happy to say that no circuit 
has under its control the class 
of vaudeville that RKO pre- 


sents. Therefore, if you are not 

giving vaudeville its proper 

place in the sun, you are only 
keeping dollars out of our box- 
offices. I want you to immedi- 
ately that vaudeville 
properly sold. Take advantage 
of this in the hole’! 

RKO is operating what was for 
meriy Keith Circuit of vaude- 
ville theatres. It has been operat- 
ing the circuit for nearly 
years but still doesn't 
standardized block in its coast 
coast theatre advertisements 
‘Vaudeville.’ 
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The first known policy of its kind, 
with intention of backers to ex 


pand into a circuit, if successful, has 
its inception in a program of shorts 
for children at a moderate scale, in-« 
augurated last night (Monday) with 
the opening of the Juvenile Play- 
house. Location is East 78th street, 
near Park avenue, New York. 

Juvenile Playhouse, located in a 
12-story building housing the Lenox 
School, fashionable private seat, has 
full 16mm equipment and a screen 
which, in view of the short throw, 
enjoys the dimensions of 6 x 8 feet 
instead of the average 3 by 4 for 
home use. A blue screen has been. 
installed for clearer projection. 

David Mavity, theatre manager, 
heads the project with Joseph Fla- 
herty as an associate.. Both men 
have been connected. with various 
film firms, 

While neither Mavity nor Flaherty 
divulge their backing, one belief is 
that Otto Kahn, among others, is 
financially interested. Mrs. Jessica 
Cosgrave, president of Spence 
School (girls) and the Lenox School, 
where the theatre is situated, may 
also be more than morally behind 
the venture Mrs. Franklin D, 
Roosevelt, fe of New York's gov- 
ernor, heads a group of women who 
are endorsing the project. 

Mavity and Flaherty have the 
275-seat playhouse on a five-year 
lease from Mrs, Cosgrave and are 
supposed to have seven other sites 
in mind in and around New York. 
According to Mavity, the second in 
a string, if decided upon, will be 
Westchester county. 

Subscription Try 

The operators will try subscrip- 
tion later on, but meanwhile will 
contact women’s clubs, schools etc., 
as weil as work a heavy mailing list, 
In keeping with the demand for diz- 
nity in the locality, exterior will 
sport a single canopy with the name 
of the theatre on it and two single 
one-sheets on either side of the en- 
trance announcing the program. 

To vary the straight film diet of 
shorts, a punch and Judy act or 
marionettes will be added occasion- 
ally. Although there are sufficient 
16mm shorts available, now and then 
a synced silent will be booked. 

House will operate six days weekly 
(excluding Sunday) at a straight 
25c. admission. While not yet down 
to a permanent basis, running will 
be two shows after four p. m. on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays; a half day on Frie 
days from one p. m., and all day 
Saturday from nine or 10 in the, 
morning. In all instances closing 
will be at 8:30 or 9 p. m. : 


FOX-SKOURAS DEAL UP 
TO FOX BANKERS FOR OK 


With the Publix angle on the 
Skouras-Fox deal ironed out, later 
negotiations are now tip to the Fox 
bankers gor an okay. Deal takes in 
around 47 houses in and around 
New York City, conditions on which 
have been agreed upon between 
Harry Arthur, for ‘Fox, and the | 
Skouras Brothers. Final details be- 
fore matter goes in for a final okay 
are being worked ouc by lawyers 
for both sides. 

Likely to be another week or so 
before exerything is finally set. Out- 
look for the present is’ the 
Skourases will take over the Fox 
houses around Oct. 8. 











Einfeld to Coast 


Charlie Finfeld, publicity head for 
Warners, leaves for the Coast this 
week to be gone about a month. 


Trip has nothing to do with the 
recent Voight-Zanuck fracas, hav- 


ing been planned before the Coast 
fisticuffs. It is in the nature of a 
periodical peek at product. 


WB’S YOUNGSTERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Dickie Moore, five, and Georgy 
Ernest, seven, both appearing in 
‘Star Witness,’ have been given 
Warner term contracts. 


WB AUTHORS’ HOMEWORK 
Hollywood, 21. 
John Bricht and Kubec Glasmorn, 
Warner writing team, are under 
new premature contract which per- 


Sept. 





mits them to work at home. 
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Freeze Out From Chain Deluxers 
For U's Newsreel May Start Fight 
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Imminence of a newsreel war, 


with newspapers affliated with the 
combating parties as allies, is cer- 
tain unless the absence of a reel 
combination, charged with freezing 
-out a fourth reel, can be esta- 
blished. 

Universal is the aggressor. Gen- 
erally acknowledged to have one of 
the most original reels in the busi- 
ness, in which over 80 daily news- 
papers in the country are partners, 
the claim is made that an agree- 
ment among other reeis has min- 
{mized its importance and will even- 
tually, it is admitted in responsible 
sources, force it out of the field en- 
tirely. 

Because of the combination, al- 
leged to include Fox, Hearst and 
Paramount, and the fact that RKO 


uses its own reel, Pathe in all of 
its theatres, Universal is locked out 
of practically all the first run cir- 
cuits except Warners. 

The U reel is booked into less 
that 100 big circuit houses, the lar- 
gest percentage of which is Warner, 
according to inside. 


Charges 


Charges that such a combination 
actually exists and that solely be- 
cause of this Universal is not get- 
ting proper first run representation, 
are made, it is reported, after an 
investigation recently concluded. 

The alleged arrangement is such 
that only Paramount and Fox- 
Hearst reels are interchanged 
among Publix, Loew and Fox cir- 
cuits. 

No complaint was made by Uni- 
versal when all three reels copied 
its talking reporter idea. Feeling, 
however, began to grow when the 
Hearst end of Fox, after hooking in 
its own papers similar to the news- 
paper premise on which the U reel 
“was established, started going after 
other publishers to come in on its 
proposition. 

Newspaper partners of Universal, 
whose title heads the reel in their 
respective cities, have complained 
about the lack of big run represen- 
tation of the U reel in their spots. 
When informed as to the reason, 
with the look-out intimation, these 
Same papers, according to inside, 
threatened to carry the matter to 
their public and war against the 
houses involved in the alleged dis- 
crimination. 


F-WC Pays Local 
Bluebloods to 
Handle Kid Mats 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

Organizing child patronage in a 
big way has been started by Fox- 
West Coast through formation of 
Clubs in each key spot and appoint- 
ment of salaried femme leaders for 
each juvenile group. 

First step in building up biz 
through the young ticket buyers 
occurred at FWC's recently opened 
Spokane house with appointment of 





Mrs. Grace Greene, local club 
leader, to run the kid group at a 
Salary of $25 per week. She has 
the title of Director of Child Wel- 
fore of the Fox theatre. 

Name of juve bunch is Fox 
Trailers. New organizations will 


Supplant the Mickey Mouse Clubs 
except where the M. M.'s are go- 
ing over 100%. 

Ryllis Hemington, FWC's contact 








woman, appointed Mrs. Greene, and 
Will do the game in other spots, the 
femme heads each getting $25 per 
Mrs. Greene is president of the 
President's Council of Women in 
Spokane, ; j 


Simple 





Culver City, Sept. 21. 

No more pictures go into 
production at Metro until the 
script is 100% out of the type- 
writer. 

Irving Thalberg’s order is to 
eliminate production delay 
caused by sequence rewriting. 


GROUP AD PLAN 
REJECTED BY 
HAYS BOARD 


Institutional advertising for pic- 
tures as an industry was rejected 
in a verdict without a dissenting. 
vote by Hays. directors. After 
spending three hours airing the. pro 
and con points of the proposal, the 
final spike was driven into a plan 


that has been eight months on the 
table. 

Proposition, as laid before the 
directorate, called for a minimum 
appropriation of $500,000 to be ex- 
pended in all classes of newspapers 
and perfodicals, as well as radio and 
special theatre trailers. 

Plan called for the best pictures 
current at the time being run si- 
multaneously in such spots as to 
benefit by this advertising. 

Idea to emphasize in these ads 
the best pictures of each company 
aroused the ire of the directorate. 
Singling out a few for the heavy in- 
stitutional layout would result in 
hurting the others, it was pointed 
out. 

















With Stage Shows Out, 
Penn-Stanley to 50c 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

Going to straight pictures as a 
result of the musicians’ walkout, 
the Penn and Stanley, downtown 
deluxers, have reduced their even- 
ing tariff from 60 cents to 50c. 
That scale goes into effect at the 
Penn at five p. m. and at the Stan- 
ley a half hour later. 


Warner, last of the first run sites 
to stick to a 60c. top, has likewise 
dropped to 50, although this house 
has always been on a straight film 


policy. 
Deadlocked and unable to reach 
a wage agreement after three 


weeks of negotiations, musicians at 
WB's Stanley and Loew’s Penn 
walked out, sending both houses 
into straight pictures. Old scale, 
signed three years ago, expired 
Sept. 1 and bands have been play- 
ing since then hoping for a settle- 
ment. 

It’s said musicians were willing 
to meet scale set by managerial 
association, but insisted upon mini- 
mum of 25 men. Theatres demand- 
ed minimum of 20, 





REG GERMAN HOUSE 


Cincinnati, Sept. 21. 

A 400-seat auditorium in the 
Masonic Temple Building opened 
Friday (18) as the Ufa theatre for 
continucus showing of German pic- 
tures. Enterprise is managed by Dr. 
Fritz Witte, editor of the ‘Freie 
Presse,’ Cincy’s only German news- 
paper. Some weeks ago ‘Variety’ 
spilled the story on how Witte 
visited New York and tangled up 
German distribs for this town. 





Barutio at Rialto 
Steve Barutio, will be overseer of 
the Rialto, New York, on its reopen- 
ing tomorrow night (Wednesday). 





AAN ON SHORT 
SALES HELPS 


Most of Active Amusements, 
Save Loew, Into New All 
Time Lows—Absence of 
Nearby Bids Delays Open- 
ings and Brings Drop 
on ‘Arranged’ Trades 





BONDS CONFUSED 





The amusement shares went with 
the rest yesterday when prices col- 
lapsed on announcement of the fall 
of the British gold standard, ali the 
active theatre stocks except Loew 
slipping to new lows, generally for 
all time. 

Loew touched 37% for a few 
trades at the opening, but did 
not violate its bottom of June 2 at 
36%. Instead there was support 
following a split opening, and the 
stock rallied to better than 40, only 


to drop back on reduced dealings 
around 39 where it closed. 

Paramount did not open until 
nearly 11 o'clock, also on a split 
opening; grouping 7,500 shares at 
15%, likewise the low for the ses- 
sion and all time. It was noon be- 
fore RKO opened, and then on an 
arranged price of 9 flat for 10,000 
shares. 

Apparently there were no nearby 
bids for the amusements mentioned 
and when the first price was quot- 
able it was spread over all trans- 
actions. Loew and Fox were prompt 
to fall into trading line and after 
the first blocks trading was or- 
derly. 

Something of the confusion in 
dealings in the bond department is 
suggested by the slump of Loew 
bonds to 88, more than 8 down, on 
heavy dealings, while buying came 
into the old Keith loans moving 
that issue up 4 points to 68. Gen- 
eral theatres also held steady just 
above the low, at 14%. 


Short Sales Banned 


On the surface the market seemed 
to be doing well, all things consid- 
ered, but when it is remembered 
that deliberate support was given 
by powerful banks, and trading 
started and continued with all short 
sales prohibited, the surface appear- 
ances did not count for so much. 

With short selling barred, there 
was nothing for the bears to do 
but cover, and their covering had 
to be done practically at the mercy 
of the banking sponsors of the mar- 
ket. Thus it becomes evident that 
a real test of prices is deferred un- 
t an open market is restored. 

As for yesterday’s dealings, it 
was reported that the former bears 
turned about, partly actuated by 
patriotism perhaps, and partly by 
force of circumstances and gave 
their support to stabilizing prices. 
Banking support was concentrated 
on the leaders. Steel closed nearly 
5 up at 80 and Can a fraction 
higher at 80%. The utilities were 
moderately lower, while rails did 
astonishingly well. 

Loew, the Standout 

If the slump of the stock market 
revealed anything new among the 
amusements, it demonstrated the 
superior sponsorship and situation 
of Loew, which stood out as one 
among the exclusive score or so of 
active issues that were able to de- 
fend their previous bottoms of 1931. 

The other amusements went with 
the market, a full half dozen of the 
active shares breaking into new low 
for all time last week, notably Hast- 
man Kodak at 115%; Fox, 9%: 
Paramount, 17%; Pathe common, 
1 and RKO, 10%. Net losses for 
the most part were fairly narrow 
compared to the speculative indus- 
trial leaders, but severe enough 
when it is considered to what ex- 
treme lengths tthe liquidation of the 
theatre stocks had already gone. 

Loew's superior showing was ly 
no means to be attributed to lack 
of selling pressure, for there were 

(Continued on page 29) 





STOCK SLUMP 


Thalhers Claims Longer Life Plus 
Better Grosses for Bunched Stars 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
jales. High. Low. Last.ch’g. 
2,200 Cons. F... %% 3% 5 
1,900 do pf.... 11 9% 10 —1% 
11,400 East. K..123 113% 120% +4% 
Oe WOR: icc cc 10 9% Om%-— % 
6,200 Gen. Thr.. 2 1% 1%-—% 
30,000 Loew .... 40% 37% 38%—3% 
30,100 Par-P . 16% 15% 16 —1% 
2,100 Pathe .... 1% 1 1 
4,800 do A 3% .3% 3%— % 
310,560 RCA ecccce 14% 12 13% 
29,800 RKO ..... 10% 9 9% —1% 
500 Shub ....-.« 2 2 2 
57.300 WB ...coe TH 6% 7 —Il 
CURB 
400 Col. P.... 5% 5% 5% —2% 
1,200 Fox Th... 1% 1% I1%-— % 
1,700 Gen. T. pf. 2% 2% M%+ % 
1,300 Tech. .... 4% 4% 4%—% 
2.000 Te. Luk... 8 1% 2-—4% 
BONDS 
$2,500 Gen. Thr.. 144% 135% 14%+ % 
10,000 Keith .... 68 64 68 +4 
130,000 Loew .... 88 87 88 —8% 
22,000 Par-P .... 68% 68 68 —1 
6,000 Pathe .... 87 85 8 —3 
IPOGO- WE ceccce 46 45 46 —4% 











U RETURNS N. Y. 
OFFICE TO 
FULL PAY 


Maybe the depression is getting 
close to the corner where it turns. 
On the picture end, of two of the 
major companies which effected the 
most drastic discount in pay en- 
velopes, one this week is rescind- 
ing the slash and the other is ex- 
pected to announce a similar move 
before the week is over. 

Universal is the first company to 
announce the recission. Between 
$5,000 and $6,000 weekly which had 
been taken out of home office en- 
velopes for the past three months 
will be returned this week. 

Warners is also believed officially 
considering elimination of the sal- 
ary cut. 

Both companies withdrew from 
2% to 25% of their personnel’s pay 
early last summer, shortly after 
Paramount took the lead in wage 
slashing. ; 

Paramount, it is understood, will 
hold to its original announcement: 
that former salaries will not be re- 
turned until next September. At 
that time, however, Par may return 
the deducted sums, according to 
advance predictions, 

Of the other companies, only 
United Artists attempted a cut. 
This was experimentative and ahead 
of the group cutting move by 
months. It was a straight 10% and 
was in effect some weeks last win- 
ter before it was withdrawn, 


GROUND LEASE RENT 
CUT OFF $20,000 Y’RLY 


Kansas Cty, Sept. 21. 

At a conference between lessor 
and lessee annual ground rent on 
the property occupied by the RKO 
Mainstreet theatre was reduced 
from $50,400 to $30,000 for the re- 
maining 80-odd years. New lease 
will include building and equipment 
as added security. The lease is held 
by the Kansas City Junior Orph- 
eum Company. 


FOX FIXING UP 2 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 














Retakes on ‘Yellow Ticket’ and 
added scenes for ‘Sob Sister’ are 
being made at Fox. ftaoul Walsh 


is piloting the former and Al San- 
tell the latter. 

‘Ticket’ retakes were held up due 
for a week, due to illness of Law- 
rence Olivier. 


1922 NOVEL FOR PAR 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Paramount has bought Dorothy 
Spears’ novel, ‘Dances in the Dark 
Yarn is Miss Spears’ first nove! 
published in 1922. 


+ 
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Culver City, Sept. 21. 

‘Because we are exhibitors our- 
selves,’ states Irving Thalberg, ‘we 
are acutely concerned in the exhibi- 
tor problem right now. Hence the 
new Metro policy of coupling two 
and more stellar names, where 
heretofore we would let a Garbo or 
a Crawford or a Shearer carry the 
picture alone. 

‘Since it has been our experience 
as exhibitors, as well as producer- 
distributors, that only the unusual 
pictures are doing business, we 
want to help the exhibition end by 
fortifying each picture with strong 
name power.’ 

Won't Cheat Exhibs 


Thalberg refutes that coupling 
Shearer and Montgomery or Craw- 
ford with Gable will confuse the 
exhib who may have bought a 
Shearer program or Montgomery, 
only to find Montgomery thrown in 
with Miss Shearer. To this Thal- 
berg replies that casting on the 
Montgomerys might be such that 
Beery and Gable will be thrown in 
a Montgomery picture to bolster the 
latter’s program. 

‘We've been seven years building 
up stars to the point where we can 
cash in on them,’ Thalberg says, 
‘and while the usual way to cash in 
on a star is to make a lot of pictures 
with such a player, Metro is not 
going to do this. That system hasn’t 
helped grosses by any means. We 
want to preserve these stars and not 
kill them off with a final clean-up, 
and we also want to help ourselves 
as exhibitors by making them box- 
office-proof. This, we feel, can be 
done by supporting them in superla- 
tive manner.’ 

The new casting alignments will 
thus see one picture with perhaps 
Gilbert, Beery, Garbo and Mont- 
gomery. ‘Mirage,’ now in work, 
holds Crawford, Gable and Skeets 
Gallagher. Similarly other castings 
will furnish strong name align- 
ments. 


107, BAD BOYS 
ON STUDIO RUG 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Agents who have a follow-up in- 
dex of expiring coniracts and go 
after players just as they are about 
to renew are being given specialized 
attention by the _ studios. Any 
caught in the act will be out with 
the producers. 

Inside safeguarding is the de- 
cision to entrust data on contract 
terms and expirations only to trust- 
worthy employees. 

Instead of voicing disapproval on 
chiseling agents in general, pro- 
ducers have decided to get down to 
cases and take action against spe- 
cific evils. 


RADIO CITY’S P. A. HEAD 
IS MERLE CROWELL 


Radio City’s director of public re- 
lations is Merle Crowell. The ap- 
pointment was made without an- 
nouncement. 

Crowell will organize his Radio 
City publicity bureau with subheadgs 
for all the RCA affiliates. He is the 
former publisher ‘of ‘American 
Magazine,’ amongst other projects. 











Plunkett on Coast Trip 


Joe Plunkett is leaving New York 
today (22) for the west, on his usual 
RKO theatre javnt. He will make 
the customary stop at the come 
pany’s Hollywood studios. 

In his absence Nate Blumberg 





} 


| will be 


in charge of the RKO opee 

rating dept. as asst. mgr., with KE. M, 

Glucksman as theatre director. 
Plunkett will be away a month. 


iii “ 4 oe " 
SRR I Rae 





| 





FENG ER TH 





| 
| 
| 








bs 
¥ 
D 

; 
| 
} 











VARIETY 


lo 


PICTURES 


Tuesday, September 22, 193¥ 








Visual Education 





(Fourth of a series of articles on 
moving pictures In the class room.) 


Western Electric unquestionabl) 
is out in front as regards the film 
schoo) field, Amazing data and 
surveys delving into every problem 
confronting picture participation in 
padegogy are in its possession, The 
same are available to any and all of 
its own licensees now experiment- 
ing with classroom production and 
exhibition. 

Producers counting upon a mar- 
ket of 225,000 and more grade 
and high schools throughout the 
country must whittle the total down 
to a fraction with which they can 
do business if W. E.’s mathema- 
tecians are correct. The schools 
supplied with electric current and 
the schools canvassed to the point 
where W. E. has recorded them in 
its own books as ‘prospective users 
of sound visual education’ number 
slightly over 100,000. Of these, 16,- 
000 are known as_ consolidated 
schools, spotted in rural communi- 
ties for the most part, and which 
have joined all of the little red 
shacks into one central modern 
building. 

In addition to these, Western has 
culled a list of 540 private schools 
with which it looks forward to do- 
ing business. 


Teachers’ Colleges 


In a still different class W. E. also 
sees a market. This consists of nor- 
mal schools and teachers’ colleges. 
Total of 237 in this class have in- 
dicated to the electric an inclina- 
tion to buy apparatus and film. 

Knowing the prospect is one thing 
and what they’ll buy is another, 
producers who expect to sell the 
field on the editorial supervision 
and say-so of one professor will fail 
if Western’s educational arith- 
metic jibes with the facts. There 
are 5,000 accepted courses of study 
in the lower grade schools of the 
U. S. As to systems and their va- 
riance in towns of 5,000 population 
and under, there are 1,833 teaching 
modes divided among approximately 
18,150 school buildings. 


Check and Cross-Check 


Question is how can one subject 
on any given course satisfy the de- 
mands and exactions from so many 
thousands of curriculum preced- 
ents? W. E. has investigated the 
subject and listened to the visual 
education men, which it has quar- 
tered in all parts of the country, 
before coming to the conclusion 
that only the most intricate pro- 
duction policy could come anywhere 
near answering the situation. 

W. E. has added 10 professors to 
its home office payroll. When it de- 
cides to produce a picture on a 
given educational subject the most 
eminent authority on the matter is 
selected to write the script. This 
in turn is handed over to the jury 
of 10 professors, who add their own 
comment in writing. But the big- 
gest test follows. The script is 
then sent to 500 teachers in all parts 
of the country. Their remarks and 
suggestions are compiled and from 
this cross-section of academic re- 
action is shaped what is finally 
readied for the camera. 

This is the policy Wester c- 
tric has been using, and by t i- 
dle of October it will have . one 
and two reelers which will have 
gone through this literal watch- 
works of study and inspection. 

October, it is believed, will wit- 
néss the first definite move toward 
utilization of the sound screen in 
echoolrooms. W. FE. will wait for a 
reaction before it reaches a con- 
clusion on further production of its 
own. 

$35 For 16m. Reels 


Prices and release schedules are 
already being worked out. A school 
can show three classroom subjects 
a week for the entire school year, 
owning the film and apparatus, for 
$5,500. This is strictly on a 16mm. 
basis, the equipment costing $550 
and sound-on-dise film at $35 per 
reel. 

The small sized film and equip- 
ment are already being counted 
upon by Western as the biggest 
school seller. Argument for disc is 
the simplicity of its cperation by 
teachers and less chances for spo- 
radic troubles with unions which 
the standard size might aggravate. 
Argument against sound on small 
film is that mechanically it is too 
intricate for the laymen, and too 
costly. 

Practicaliy all of the so-called 
silent educational footage reposing 
on the industry’s shelf has been 
Bone over by Western and its pro- 
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By Tom Waller 





Ist Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 
Week Sept..25 

Paramount—‘American Trag- 
edy’ (Par). 

Roxy—'‘Riders of the Purple 
Sage’ (Fox). 

Capitol—’A Free Soul’ (Me- 
tro). 


| Rivoli—‘Street Scene’ (UA) 
} (5th week). 

Strand—‘Penrod and Sam’ 
i} (CWB) (24), 
i Mayfair—‘East of Borneo’ 


(U). 
Winter Garden—‘Five Star 
Final’ (WB) (3d week). 
Hollywood—‘Alexander Ham- 
ton’ (WB) (2d week). 
Broadway — ‘Pagan Lady’ 





(Col.) (2d week). 
Rialto—‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
(23). 
Week Oct. 2 
Paramount — ‘American 


Tragedy’ (Par) (2d week). 

Capitol—‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(Metro). 

Rivoli — ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par.) (1). 

Mayfair — ‘East of Borneo’ 
(U) (2d week). 

Winter Garden—‘Five Star 
Final’ (WB) (4th week). 

H ollywood—‘Alexander Ham- 
ilton’ (WB) (3d week), 

Broadway—'Murder at Mid- 
night’ (Tiff). 





Rialto—‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
(2d week). 
Cameo—‘Tabu’ (Par), 

$2 Pictures 
‘The Guardsman’ (Metro) 
(Astor) (38d week). 

Foreign Films 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Sudfilm- 
BIP) (English) (Warner's) 
(5th week). 
‘Burchenlied aus Heidel-. 


berg’ (Ufa) (Cosmopolitan) 
(German) (3d week). 

‘Das Rheinlandmaedel’ (Aco) 
(German) (Little Carnegie) 
(2d week). 

‘Karamazov’ (Terra) (Ger- 
man) (Vanderbilt) (2d week). 

‘Rubicon’ (Amkino) (Rus- 
sian) (Cameo) (2d week). 

‘Lindenwirtin vom Rheim’ 
(Superfilm) (German) (Euro- 
pa) (23). 

‘Nur Am Rhein’ (Sudfilm) 
(German) (Belmont) (24). | 











fessors. Their verdict is that only 
25% of this film, running into slight- 
ly over 1,000 subjects, will lend it- 
self to classroom curriculum, 
Demonstration 
To substantiate its claims and 
figures Western projected some of 
its educational subjects, 

The first, ‘Plant Growth,’ is one 
of nine reels so far completed in a 
natural science series. Time lapse 
and micro-photography are used. 
An off screen lecture, never obtru- 
sive and impressively explanatory 
because of the unusually enlighten- 
ing quality of the action material, 
is included. 

‘The Teaching of Reading’, also 
one of nine in a series for instruc- 
tors, introduces a classroom at 
work. This was rather remarkable 
in many respects, particularly the 
total lack of camera-consciousness 
by the students, 

‘Choosing Your Vocation,’ coming 
under the heading of ‘Vocational 
Guidance,’ is an unusual subject 
well handled an@ packed with il- 
lustrations of practical thought. 

Demonstrations of — instrument 
playing, studies in sound color and 
method were also exhibited in one 
of the subjects on symphony. 


is providing teachers with a special 
index and explanation chart as to 
when and where the subject should 
be used. An important phase is the 
W. E. digest that one reel subjects, 
or two reelers at the most, should 
be regarded as standard. Reason 
for this, chiefly, is time. If the pic- 
ture were to run over 20 minutes it 
would encroach on regular class 
period, and, furthermore, it is em- 
phasized, might accomplish the most 
damaging phase of film study—bore 
the students. 


Folders Fire Mgr. 


Troy, N. Y., Sept. 21. 

Manager of Warners Lincoln the- 
atre here was fired and the division 
manager was reprimanded by the 
home office over contended indecent 
folders printed to play up ‘Secrets 
of a Secretary’ (Par). 

Printer delivered the felders to 
the division manager who immedi- 
ately destroyed them, 








With each of its subjects Western 





o, 


LILLIAN DAWSON 
Now appearing at Loew’s State, 
New York, this week (Sept. 19). 
Direction 
Charles and Irving Yates 


Open Product Deal 
On Par-UA Houses 
For H-F Operation 


With details ironed out and the 
basis of product practically set, 
Harold B. Franklin, for the Hughes- 
Franklin circuit, should assume op- 
erations of the Paramount and 
United Artists theatres, Los Angeles, 
within a week. Delay in seeting the 
possession date back from Sept. 17 
was caused by the death of the 
father-in-law of Herman Wobber. 

Denial is emphatic that product 
difficulties stalled the officiai clos- 
ing of the deal. However, it is said, 
Franklin nearly upset the deal by 
fighting over basis of film rental, 
Par holding out for terms. 

According to S. R. Kent, Para- 
mount sales head, product will go 
to the two L. A. houses on an open 
deal basis for this season only, in- 
stead of under a long-term fran- 
chise. Since Publix holds a long 
franchise on U.A. pictures for L. A., 
this product is included from the 
Paramount-Publix end. 

Fox-West Coast has had its eye 
on either the Paramount or U.A., 
preferrably the former, with the 
main idea of sewing up the Par 
film brand for all of L. A. through 
a lease. 

Under the open arrangement to 
cover the Par and U. A., Publix is 
not including any of the other 
houses operated by the Hughes- 
Franklin chain. Par product is cov- 
ered in strategic California situa- 
tionn by franchises with F-WC and 
Par will or can sell to that chain 
anywhere outside the downtown L. 
A. sales zone, 

John D. Clark, Par‘s western divi- 
sion sales chief, went to the Coast 
to sit ir. with Wobber and others 
on the product set-up. 














| A. to N. Y. 


Sue Carol. 
Dwight Taylor. 
Irene Franklin, 
William Post. 
George Kelly. 
Willis Kent. 
Chas. Kenneth Feldman. 
Courtney Tearle. 
Helen Hayes. 
Marie Dressler. 
Lee Marcus, 
William Haines, 
Marie Dressler. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Flo Ziegfeld. 

Marion Davies. 

Jos, E. Plunkett, 
Constance Talmadge. 
Jack Mulhall. 


Josephs Opens Agency 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Jack Josephs, former publisher of 
‘Inside Facts,’ is opening an agency 
with Arch Woody, his former ad 
solicitor, as associate. 
‘Facts’ feided recently, after seven 
years, 


MARCUS FOUND IT ALL OKE 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Lee Marcus, president of RKO- 
Pathe returned east Friday (18). 
He was here two weeks in con- 
fabs with studio execs, 


MULTICOLOR’S SWEEP 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
J. C. Wolf, general sales manager 
Multicolor, has been released and 
a general housecleaning of the or- 




















ganization is reported under way. 


er Sars Stee cect pei amis 


——§ 


Hollywood © 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printea 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulag 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





‘Cohens and Kellys in Hollywood’ 
is on the Universal list for produc- 
tion soon as a writer is found to do 
a story for the title. ‘Lady of Re- 
source,’ previously shelved, is up 
again with Tom Reed working on 
the story. 


First assignment for Howard Es- 
tabrook as associate producer for 
Radio will be ‘Frontier,’ Richard 
Dix’s next, Estabrook writing the 
script himself. 


Radio Resuming Prod. 
Radio, minus any production since 
‘Other People’s Business,’ completed 
Sept. 5, is scheduled to resume this 

week with ‘Peach o’ Reno.’ 





Skeets Gallagher finished three 
years with Paramount Sept. 17. 
He'll freelance. 





Madge Evans gets the lead in 
‘Skyscrapers.’ Faith Baldwin yarn, 
which Harry Beaumont will meg for 
M-G-M, 


‘Pudge,’ by Dale Van Every, will 
be the Slim Summerville-ZaSu Pitts 
feature at Universal ‘West of To- 
peka’ hit the slide. 





Berkeley’s Next Musical 
Busby Berkeley, on completing 
staging the dances in Metro’s ‘Fly- 
ing High,’ goes to Paramount for 
the musical which Herman J. Man- 
kiewicz is supervising. 





Sidney Fox has been placed in 
Universal’s ‘Nice Women,’ Max Lief 
writing the additional dialog. 





Ate’s 2 Stutters 
Radio will start a short next 
week, ‘Never the Twins Shall Meet,’ 
kidding Metro. Roscoe Ates has the 
lead, doing two stuitters, 





Radio shorts departments now has 
fits own publicity department, Ar- 
thur Levy in charge, 





Pathe Drops 4 Writers 
Austin Parker, Joseph Fields, Al- 
bert Shelby LeVino and Joseph 
Franklin Poland are off Pathe’s 
writing list, 





Florey-V Jake 
Robert Florey has patched up his 
difficulties with Universal and will 
direct ‘Murders of the Rue Morgue.’ 
Director objected to the moderniz- 
ing of the story and the cutting of 
the budget to $90,000. 





Coward’s Plays in Demand 
Several studios have been bidding 
for Noel Coward’s plays, ‘Vortex’ 
and ‘Easy Virtue.’ Metro, who has 
his ‘Private Lives,’ understood to 
have big highest and may get them 
both. 





Universal called off the swim- 
and-dive short Edward Luddy was 
to direct, 





Harry Neimyer, picture editor of 
the St. Louis ‘Post,’ summoned home 
by news his son had been injured 
in a plane crash. 





Censoring Radio? 
Local censorship hounds have hit 
on something new to agitate. They 
want to muffle radio. 





* $hnoz-Keaton in Pash Film 

‘Cardboard Lover,’ Marion Davies’ 
silent, is being gagged up to fit 
Jimmy Durante and Buster Keaton 
as ateam. First Metro meg job for 
Leo McCarey, just engaged. 





Cleaning Up ‘Virgin’ 
Universal is looking for the genius 
who can find the happy medium be- 
tween weak and dirty for ‘Impatient 


Virgin.’ Half dozen tries so far are 
one or the _ other. E. Richard 


Schayer, scenario head, is now giv- 
ing atry. For Clara Bow, maybe. 





Paramount’s musical, ‘Ship Shape,’ 
orig by Gertrude Purcell and Joe 
Mankiewicz, will have Jack Oakie, 





W. H. Post, Jr., Unoptioned 
William H. Post, Jr., legit juve, 
goes back to Manhattan due to for- 
gotten option at Radio. He did 
‘Secret Service’ there and a loan 
part at Fox, that’s all. 





Arthur Pearson, legit juve, got a 
team with Paramount. 





Baclanova Concertizing 
Olga Baclanova opens a four-week 
coast concert tour in San Francisco 
in October. She will use two one- 
acters and musical numbers, 





Real Beer—Expectant 
Old Heidelberg restaurant, set for 
boulevard opening Oct. 1, will fea- 
ture warbling waiters and a bar im- 
ported from Germany. 





Winninger’s Legit 
Charles Winninger leaves for 
New York Friday, after finishing in 
‘Husband's Holiday’ at Paramount, 





to go into the Youmans-Kreisleg 
musical, ‘Smilin’ Through.’ 





\ 
Braxton’s Bankrupt 

Braxton’s Galleries, Ltd., mods 
ernistic art spot on Vine street, ig 
which Viola Brothers Shore is ing 
terested with Henry Braxton, in 
bankruptcy. Nearly $6,000 of the 
$12,672 liabilities is on goods cone 
signed by New York galleries and 
stolen last February. 


Smith at U 
Walter Hall Smith, novelist, who 
had a three-month idyll at Metro, ig 
at Universal. He draws the kickede 
about title ‘Steel Men’ to mould @ 
story around. 


Winner Really Lands 
Helen Robinson, beauty contest 
winner, received a term contract 
with options from Metro. She's @ 
Ben Piazza find. Studio will school 
her for six months before placing 
her in a picture. 


Baum Hangs Around 
Vicki Baum, out of Paramounf 
after plenty words, will not return 
to Europe immediately. Metro is 
anxious to get her. 





Boulder City’s Theatre 
UD. 8S. Reclamation Service has 
granted Milton Arthur of Long 
Beach to build a 900-seat theatre 
at Boulder City, Nev. This is con« 
struction camp headquarters for 
Boulder Dam, 


U. A. Sells Two 
United Artists has sold its intere 
est in the California and Capitol 
theatres, Glendale, to Carl Young, 
who was a 50-50 owner with U. A. 








Lily Damita returned from Eue 
rope Tuesday. Although under con 
tract to Sam Goldwyn she'll do two 
pictures for Radio before going to 
the home lot, 





‘God Gave Me a Son,” by Jeannie 
Harris Bliss, Oklahoma _- school 
teacher, has been purchased by 
Metro for Jackie Cooper. Malcolm 
Boylan will do the dialog and adap- 
tation. 


Son Adapts ‘Peg’ 
Dwight Taylor, son of Loretta 
Taylor and Hartley Manners, has 
been engaged by Metro to dialog 
his father’s ‘Peg o’ My Heart.’ Are 
rives from New York this week. 


CUTTING FILM BOARDS | 
FROM 31 TO 27 IN JAN. 


Where 31 Film Boards of Trade 
functioned in conjunction with come 
pulsory arbitration and the uni< 
form contract, before the Federal 
Court upset, there is a probability 
that when the mutual forms, pre- 
sented by the 5-5-5 committee, go 
into effect next January only 27 of 
the boards will be revived. 

Reason is that the Des Moines, 
Albany and New Haven film boards 
can be covered by adjacent centers, 
These three are definitely consid 
ered as now being duplicated while 
a fourth, not mentioned, will possi< 
bly be included in the weeding out, 








ROXY’S PARTY 


All Sailing for Berlin as First Stop 
—Back Oct. 29 





Today (22) Roxy and his Radio 
City party are sailing on the ‘Bre- 
men.’ Their first stop will be Berlia. 
The Roxy group intends calling 
upon Moscow, Paris and London 
Due to sail back Oct. 24 on the 
‘Europa,’ reaching New York 
Oct. 29. 

With Roxy are Peter Clark, the 
famous back stage equipper; Todd 
Webster, WaHace Garrison, Andrew 
Harrison, W. B. Hansen, head of the 
NBC technical dept., and Gerald 
Chartfield, the NBC’s art director. 
Other member is Hiram S. Brown, 
Jr. who will make observations 
abroad for his father, RKO pres, 


STROHEIM’S 1ST DELAY 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Delay on Eric von Stroheiim’s 
‘Walking Down Broadway.’ Director 
was to leave Friday (18) for New 
York with Joe Rielly to take ex- 
teriors. 

Story wasn’t sufficiently ready 
and von Stroheim will have to cool 
his heels at Fox for at least @ 








week, 
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Publix May Have to Bill F&M 


Units Whether 


Voluntarily or Not 





—_—- - = 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Belief is gaining ground around 


the Luop that Publix will have to 
pill the Fanchon and Marco stage 
units it is now playing anony- 


mously, whether Publix wants to or 
not. The paying public is left to 
understand there has been no 
change in the Publix stage shows, 
thereby giving the Publix public the 
impression the F&M units are a 
continuation of the former Publix 
stage presentation shows which 
have been discontinued by Publix in 
all but two of its eastern houses. 

Local opinion nas been formed by 
circumstances connecting Fanchon 
& Marco with the F&M units at 
the Chicago theatre, over which 
Publix-Balaban & Katz have no 
control. That is mainly displayed 
photos of F&M artists in the Chi- 
cago’s lobby on which may be seen 
the F&M name; acts in the F&M 
units on the stage frequently re- 
ferring to Fanchon & Marco, 
both instances creating wonderment 
amongst an audience, and also the 
association of the F&M people with 
local newspaper men. The latter 
will lead, it is expected, to sub- 
sequent reference to Fanchon & 
Marco and their units in Publix 
houses by the newspaper writers. 

Building a Name 

Report here is that while the 
B&K execs are striving to keep out 
the Fanchon & Marco name as 
much as possible, when Publix de- 
cides to’expand its F&M bookings 
the billing will naturally follow as 


(Continued on page 39) 


Spurt in Employment 
Carries Over for Mob 





Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


An average of 948 jobs daily for 
extras last week, while a drop from 
the week before, is still bigger than 
any other week since last October. 
Number of features in production 
continued at 36. 

Thomas Buckingham’s Italian 
earnival for the Caddo picture, ‘Cock 
o’ the Air,’ was still the outstand- 
ing set, and used 325 people another 
three days, Biggest set Thursday 
for the prize fight mob of 278 used 
by King Vidor for ‘The Champ’ at 
Metro. 

Friday’s largest crowd was all- 
colored, 175 in a scene for ‘Arrow- 
smith,’ John Ford directing for 
Samuel Goldwyn. 

Thirty-three pictures are carrying 
over this week, and nine more 
scheduled for starting. 


Leasers’ Best Week 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

The three smaller indie leasing 
studios, which have never aggre- 
gated more than three active units 
at a time, have a total of six among 
them this week. 

Trem Carr’s schedule at National 
Sound studio accounts for three, 
all westerns. A Tom Tyler, ‘Two- 
Fisted Justice,’ Is set to start to- 
morrow under direction of G. A. 
Durlam. Harry Fraser starts ‘Land 
of Wanted Men’ with Bill Cody and 
Andy Shuford Monday. ‘Law of the 
West,’ Bert Glennon directing Bob 
Steele, follows in a day or so. Lat- 
ter is for Tiffany. First two are 
Carr-Monograms. 

Cinephone has a Burton King 
western starring Bob Custer, and a 
Harry Webb serial in production. 
Ralph Like is waiting to start a 
Thrillodrama of his own as soon as 
& sound truck is free. 

Darmour studio has the Al Her- 
man production, ‘The Sporting 
Chance,’ shooting. 











Judgments 


Display Stage Lighting Co., Inc., 
and Alice A. Price; Conlew, Inc.; 
$8,054, 

Atma Amuse. Corp.; Tiffany Pro- 
ductions, Inc.; $318. 

Irving Yates; I. Maslof: $1,797. 

David Baron; American News 
Co.; $744, 

Triangle Film Corp.; M. J. Gor- 
don; $2,142. 


Harry Rogers Theatrical Enter- 





prises, Inc.; A. Lorraine: $1,456. 
Popular Fiction Institute, Iné.; 
Street & Smith rus. ©e., Ine.; 
$1,379 | 


B’WAY RUN BOOKINGS 


U. A. Getting Majority Bookings at 
Rivoli- Rialto 

Short on run product for the 

Rialto or Rivoli on Broadway, 

United Artists will get the biggest 

representation in both houses for a 
couple months or more. 

Following ‘Palmy Days’ at Rialto 





will be another U. A. entry, ‘Cor- 
sair.” Then Paramount will slip in 
one, ‘The Struggle,’ with a third 


United Artists due after that in 
‘Age for Love.’ 

‘Monkey Business’ (Par) is sched- 
uled to get into the Rivoli, the other 
Publix-UA run, Oct. 1. It’s figured 
for three or four weeks, with ‘Un- 
holy Garden’ the successor. Two 
Paramounts, quite a ways off, ‘Man 
I Killed’ and ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde,’ are then down on the book- 
ing schedule. 


PUBLIX, WORKING EAST, 
DROPS THREE TO F-WC 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
Publix theatres in the 
Rocky Mountain district have been 


taken over by Fox-West Coast and 
will go into Gus Cohn’s Rocky 
Mountain division. Two of the 
houses are in Cheyenne and the 
third in North Platte. 

Farthest west Publix house is in 
Salt Lake City. Coast report is that 
Publix will turn more of its west- 
ern theatres over to either F-WC or 
Hughes-Franklin. 


Sol Braunig Dies 


Providence, Sept. 21. 

Sol Braunig, 53, theatre manager 
in Providence for nearly 30 years, 
and manager of the Majestic the- 
atre for the past seven years, died 
here last week after a short illness. 
Braunig came to Providence shortly 
after the fire at the Iroquois theatre 
in Chicago. He was operating a 
small circuit of theatres of his own 
at the time. When stricter fire reg- 
ulations were enacted by the Windy 
City, Braunig was forced to close 
his doors along with other small- 
theatre owners. 

While in Providence he managed 
the old Empire theatre for several 
years, then moved to the Modern, of 





Three 





which he was a part owner. When 
Edward M. Fay purchased the 


house, Braunig went to the Majes- 
tic, another Fay theatre. 

Deceased was a native of Hous- 
ton, Tex., and had married twice. 
His first wife, Louise Mitchell, pro- 
fessional, died last year in Los An- 
geles. He leaves his second wife 
and a son and daughter by his first 
marriage, 





DOROTHY STONE 


Assisted by Charles Collins 


Just concluded two successful 
weeks at the Palladium, London. 
Now on the way home, 


ALLIED—OPERATORS 
PEACE EXPECTED? 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Following two months of bat- 
tling between the local motion pic- 
ture operators’ union and Allied it 
now looks like the battle will soon 
be over, 


Up to last week the Allied mob 
was given credit for scoring more 
points than the operators, but pres- 
ently honors are more evenly di- 
vided. 

Two union theatres, Howard and 
Marquette, were complimented with 
a couple of stench bombs during the 
week, but in both instances the 
thing was hushed up by Allied. 

Meanwhile more than a dozen in- 
die houses have gone back to union 
operators, with 35 more theatre 
owners now reported in confidential 
negotiation with Tom Maloy, ready 
to settle separately. 

Allied struck a snag when its 
finances started to run low and 
members wouldn’t come through 
with any more, most of them having 
given until it hurt at the start of 
the fight, 

Withdrawal of the Drake and Ad- 
miral theatres, two of the strongest 
links in the Allied chain, is con- 
sidered of major importance in the 
final outcome of the dispute. Along 
with this the independent National 
and American, closed all summer, 
reopened last week with union 
booth men. 

No further picketing from the 
union since the Allied obtained an 
injunction. Operators’ went into 
court and asked for a modification 
of this injunction on the ground 
that it was arbitrary, with the case 
postponed and being drawn out. At- 
titude of the union now is that the 
injunction doesn’t mean anything 
with individual houses returning to 
the union. 

Consensus of opinion is that the 
fracas will be over within the next 
week or two. 

















Balto Exhibs Find a ‘No’ Percentage 
Agreement [llegal—Exhib Did It 





A Baltimore exhibitor, Joe Brodie, 
operating the Brodie, first run, and 
living up to the traditions of his 
name, leaped into troubled distribu- 
tion-exhibitor waters and after call- 
ing for Government help has him- 
self won what the distribs might 
have been later compelled to fight 
for. 

Distributors, principally Para- 
mount and Metro, were shut out of 
Baltimore by all independents ex- 
cepting Brodie when they recently 
drew up a resolution agreeing not 
to play any Par or Metro pictures 
on percentage. These companies 
held out against flat rental, finding 
themselves completely shut out in 
Baltimore where indie accounts 
were concerned. 

Following Brodie’s action in go- 
ing to the Department of Justice, 
making an official complaint, with 
the Government secretly investigat- 
ing the matter, Par and Metro have 
been advised that the exhib no- 
percentage resolution will not be 
enforced against them. 

Meanwhile the only indie account 
in Baltimore for Metro was Brodie 
until last week, when a contract 





came through from Louis Rome, an 
indie, who allegedly signed the no- 
percentage thing. 


Anti-Trust 


If Brodie hadn’t taken his com- 
plaint to the Department, Para- 
mount and Metro would doubtless 
have done so either individually or 
through the Hays office, on grounds 
that such a resolution as entered 
into by Baltimore exhibs was in 
violation of anti-trust laws. 

A similar situation has been fo- 
menting in Detroit, but with the 
Baltimore exhibs tearing up their 
group agreement, it is believed 
nothing along a no-percentage line, 
unless individually by exhib ac- 
counts, will occur, 


Sidney R. Kent, speaking for Par- 
amount, says his company has al- 
ready written independent business 
in Detroit. Reststance in that key 
may be designed more against the 
recently opposed sales policy of 
Metro. Felix F. Feist has nothing 
to say about Detroit rumblings, but 
confirms an understanding that Bal- 
timore exhibs are washing up their 
odd resolution. 








FOX AND R-F CLOSE 


Remaining 14 Fox Houses Switch 
Oct. 5—No Personnei Let Outs 





Overtures have been completed for 


Fox to turn over its remaining 14 
theatres of the 41 purchased by 
Rinzler-Frisch by Oct. 5. This is 


three weeks earlier than originally 
scheduled for delivery. are 
located in and around Brooklyn and 
Long Island. 

With the Fox-Skouras deal to be 
closed befvre that date it means 
that when Rinzler and Frisch as- 
sume operation of these 14 houses 
Fox Theatres will have been fully 
decentralized in and around New 
York, 

In neither the Rinzler-Frisch or 
Skouras matter will the personnel 
be disturbed. 


Houses 


JAIL TERM FOR BOOTH 
MAN IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Sept. 21. 

A picture booth operator was 
sentenced to four months in jail, 
and two other men fined $100 and 
costs, as the result of another epi- 
sode in the battle between Samuel 
Bomes, owner of the Liberty the- 
atre, and the local branch of the 
operators’ union, 

Conrad Lavigne, 34, of this city, 
the operator, was sentenced follow- 
ing his arrest for breaking into the 
theatre with Joseph C. Chapdelaine 
and Francis J. Murphy, also of this 
city. 

Nearby a broken door in the rear 
of the theatre police found a two- 
gallon glass jug, filled with a fluid 
so obnoxious it nearly prostrated 
two policemen. The fluid was found 
to be a mixture of acid and water 
intended for sabotage use. 

Bomes and the union have been 
at odds for years because of the 
theatre man’s refusal to hire organ- 
ized workers. Recently Bomes won 
a Supreme Court decision making it 
unlawful for members of the ope- 
rators’ union to picket in front of 
his theatre. 


Western’s B’k’pt Ledger 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

Western Costume Co.’s schedule, 
filed in bankruptcy court, shows li- 
abilities of $295,010, of which $186,- 
141 is the amount of a note to Bou- 
levard Properties Corp., secured by 
a chattel mortgage on costumes and 
properties in the company’s two 
Sunset boulevard houses. 

Assets of $394,279, of which $285,- 
300 is the firm’s stock of costumes 
and research material at its four 
depots and those out on rental to 
studios. Figure is the book value, 
however, with no depreciation fig- 
ured. 

Western Costumes biggest unse- 
cured liabilities are $45,139 owed to 
Laura A. Hubbard of Redlands, Cal., 
and $21,150 to the Broadway Lease- 
hold Corp., both rent obligations. 














DRAWING FOR $25 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

Quartet of boy cartoonists were 
engaged in a batch by C. B. Mintz 
for ‘Krazy Kat.’ Artists are Claude 
Smith, Jr., and John E. Roth, both 
18, Raymond S. Patterson, 19, and 
Carl Urbano, 20. 

Starting salaries the usual $25 a 
week, with options over three years 
topping at $80. 





Classics’ Coast Exch. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
A Coast office of Picture Classics 
has been opened by Elmer Benja- 
min, who has left the Tiffany-Edu- 
cational exchange here. 
Starting product will 
travel topics. 


be five 





8TH ST. GOING YANK 


Rugoff and Becker, who operate 
several theatres on Long Island un- 
der the name of Brighton Theatre 
Corp., have taken over the 8th St. 
Playhouse, N. Y. Move in about 
Oct. 1 and will change house policy 


to a daily change with American 
films. 
Spot has been run under Jos 





Fliesler and showing foreign films. 


16mm Board of Trade’s Convention 
This Wk. in N. Y. C400 16mm Subjects 





Establishment of talker libraries 
throughout’ the country where 
16mm prints can be rented by the 
day, week or for either the 
home or other uses, will be pushed’ 
immediately with a view to creating 
a demand for the smallies in sound 
and dialog. As well, interested 
16mm protagonists, behind a move 
to build up the field, see in creation 
of key talker libraries a stimulant 
for the sale of talking 16mm pro- 
jectors. 

Discussion toward conversion of 
the present 16mm field from silents 
to talkers will come up Thursday 
(24) at meetings to be held in con- 
nection with the week’s convention 
of the 16 Millimeter Board of Trade 
which started yesterday (Monday) 
at the Victoria hotel, New York. 
This organization, with Julius Sing- 
er, of Universal, president, was in- 
augurated to aid in the develop- 
ment of 16mm pictures, 

According to P. B. Storey, secre- 
tary, round-table discussions on es- 
tablishment of spots where talker 
film can be leased will be gone into 
toward the end of the week. 

At the present time there are only 
400 talking subjects in the small 
gauge film, ranging in length from 
one to seven reels. Against that, 
with nothing conclusive to encour- 
age increase of talker output, there 
are at least 1,000 silent prints 
available, ranging from one to Il 
reels, according to Storey. ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin’ is a silent in 11 reels 
and ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ a 
noiseless talker in 10, 

There are severai hundred dealers 
handling the silent product, renting 
It by the day, week or month to 
homes and elsewhere. 

Storey estimates there are con- 
servatively 300,000 16mm projectors 
in homes at the present time. These 
are for the projection of silently- 
made smallies, the 16mm talker 
equipment being spotty, 


Allied’s Buyers Strike 
Chill in Minnesota 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 

Allied States’ buyers’ strike is en- 
tirely off as far as this territory is 
concerned. Almost a total flop be- 
cause members of the organization 
themselves, including officers, with 
a few exceptions, ignored it, the 
strike has been ‘forgotten’ by local 
Allied headquarters. 

Members were ordered not to buy 
any new season product until after 
the Allied convention here this 
month, Discussion at the conven- 
tion revealed most of those present 
were signed up for new season's 
stuff. The few who had held off 
were not given any instructions as 
to how they could obtain better 
terms, but were left to shift for 
themselves as best they could. 

Members said they were buying 
pictures cheaper than a year ago 
and were not forced into percentage 
arrangements. 


month 








Bandit Crowns Operator 
In Booth—All for $2 


Pine Bluff, Ark., Sept. 21. 

While at work in the booth of 
the Community theatre, John Peter- 
son, operator, was struck over the 
head and knocked unconscious and 
robbed of about $2. 

Officers have not found the 
assailant but believe it to have been 
a white man with blackened face 
to rmaake himself appear a Negro. 





In and Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Garrett Lloyd, who two weeks ago 
assumed some of Howard Esta- 
brook’s duties at Radio Picture as 
scenario editor, was released Sate 
urday (19). 

Al Rivkin, writer, also left. 

Estabrook resurnes his original 
duties, 





‘Front Page’ Satire 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Nat Spiizer is making a bur- 
lesque on ‘Front Page,’ using 


youngsters. Picture is being shot 





silent, with mature voices to be 
dubbed in. 

Picture slated for two reels, but 
will be blown up to feature length 


jif possible, 
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B&K Milks Loop While Indies’ 
Labor Jam Hurts Naborhoods: 
‘Dreyfus Case’ Expects $16,000 





Chicago, Sept. 21. 


Big curfosity of the downtown 
area this week is ‘The Dreyfus 
Case’ at the Woods. Independent 


house gets a lucky break in having 
this provocative film, but the ex- 
pected $16,000 pace may be retarded 
by the amateurish advertising cam- 
paign. 

House itself put on a Holiywood 
calcium light getaway and so far as 
the immediate environs are con- 
cerned is well exploited. It’s in the 
newspapers that notable weakness 
has been noted and _ criticized. 
Woods spends plenty with the 
dailies, but lack of ‘selling’ in copy 
may hurt here as it did with 
*‘Mother’s Millions,’ which died bru- 
tally in four days. 

Following their recent policy, 
B&K shifted ‘Bought’ from the Chi- 
eago to the run Roosevelt, Publix- 


B. & K. figuring that the film is 
worth another week in the loop 


from the manner in which it built 
on the closing days of the Chicago 
theatre stay. Besides, in its larger 
sense, Publix is squeezing pictures 
to extreme lengths for loop runs at 
present, because of the wobbly con- 
dition of the neighborhoods as a re- 
sult of the theatre bombings in the 
arouid-the-corner spots as part of 
the Allied-Operators’ tiff. Public is 
not discerning, and is staying away 
from the circuit theatres as well as 
the indies. 

Palace last week cleared the board 
with Olsen and Johnson for the sec- 
ond highest total in its history, $28,- 
800. Names for this house are, 
however, starting to drift off, with 
nothing outstanding set for the 
near future. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B. & K) (4,000; 
50-75-85), ‘Last Flight’ (FN) and 
stage show. Richard Barthelmess 
counted upon to help and out-of- 
the-ordinary flicker, Got away 
nicely, and aimed at $41,000. Last 
week ‘Bought’ (WB) started slow 
but finished faster, and collected 
$42,300; moving to the Roosevelt for 
holdover. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85), ‘Star Witness’ (WB). 
Still doubtful whether this sex-lov- 
ing burg will get excited about a 
Bull Run veteran, though picture is 
beginning to build on its word-of- 
mouth. Opening week will corral 
good enough $30,000. Last week 
‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) finished third ses- 
sion at $11,200, fair. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Confessions of a Co-Ed’ 
(Par) and stage show. An off week. 
Flicker bears the brunt, and all in- 
dicates $29,000, so-so. ‘Spider’ (Fox) 
last week, with a name vaude bill, 
drifted off at the close to finish with 
not as high as hoped for, $30,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,300; 50-75-85), 
‘Runaround’ (Radio) and vaude. 
“stelle Taylor on the stage and get- 
ting publicity break with her ap- 
pearance on the screen in town with 
‘Street Scene.’ Expect nice $23,000. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K) (1,- 
500; 50-75-85), ‘Bought’ (WB). 
Shifted from the ace Chicago for 
milking, and will fill the bucket to 
pleasant enough $13,000. Last week 
“Modern Age’ (M-G) completed its 
third in the loop with fair $9,200. 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) is ready at a 
minute. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), ‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio), 
Hurt by notices, but likely to man- 
age $20,000 for fair opening. 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (U) went 11 days 
for $29,900. ‘East of Borneo’ (U) to 
follow. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85), ‘Street Scene’ (UA) 
(3d week). Picture is traveling at 
a high pace, and holding up ex- 
tremely strong for length of run. 
Currently aimed at $17,000 after 
taking $23,800 for second week. 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) on hand at first 
sign of break, 

Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-75-85), 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). Opened in 
gala fashion, both in publicity and 
receipis, and looks capable of doing 
$16,000 for opener. ‘Mother's Mil- 
lions’ (U) didn’t get started and 
dropped out after less than four 
days to $3,000. 


COMMERCIAL’S CAST 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Educational Talking Pictures has 
finished a feature-length industrial 
for Dodge Motors at Metropolitan 


—~+ 





MARX FILM $17,000 FOR 
N. 0.—‘MAID’ IS WEAK 


New Orleans, Sept. 21. 

‘Monkey Business’ scorching the 
town this week and bringing the 
State its best business in months. 
Heavy returns for Marx boys is also 
being augmented by ‘Mickey Mouse’ 
unit of Fanchon and Marco. 

Saenger is running heavily be- 
hind with ‘Personal Maid’ and ‘Fifty 
Fathoms Deep’ is not clicking at the 
Orpheum. The Tudor has ‘Bad 
Girl,’ after its good week at the 
Sanger, while the Strand is going 
nicely with ‘The Spider.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par) and unit. Leading 
the town and should pass $7,000; 
fine. Last week ‘Street Scene’ (UA) 
$13,000, all right. 

Saenger (3,600; 65) — ‘Personal 
Maid’ (Par). Very poorly received 
and may not better $11,000. Last 
week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) did $16,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60) —‘Fifty Fath- 
oms Deep’ (Col). Indications are 
for $9,000. Last week ‘Caught Plas- 
tered’ (Radio) $11,000. 

Strand (1,,800; 50)—‘The Spider’ 
(Fox). Maybe $4,000 and with low 
overhead, good. Last week ‘Alex- 
ander Hamilton’ (WB) $5,000. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Bad Girl’ (Fox). 
Should get around $2,500. Last week 
‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) $2,190. 

Globe ‘Tabu’ (Par). Around $1,400 
in this small house as special. 


TOO MANY COMEDIES IN 
PTLD. BROUGHT CHANGE 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Last-minute changes in bookings 
upset exploitation schedules here. 
Due to the fact that three comedy 
pictures were booked into the lead- 
ing houses, the Broadway pulled 
‘Monkey Business’ and substituted 
‘The Squaw Man’ as giving it a 
better chance against Orpheum’s 
‘Caught Plastered’ and Par’s ‘Par- 
don Us.’ 

After giving ‘Unholy Garden’ a 
heavy exploitation, U.A. shelved it 
for several weeks and put in ‘An 
American Tragedy.’ 

Resultant confusion is not help- 
ing business any, the house sacri- 
ficed the benefits of heavy exploita- 
tion campaigns, with the substitu- 
tion coming in cold. 

Only other serious opposish was 
WB's ‘Alexander Hamilton’ at the 
Music Box, doing nicely for that 
house and held for 2d week. 

RKO Orpheum scooped the field 
on the Saturday midnite mat racket 
by starting to book all and any 
available extra attractions for the 
one show. This week had Elmer 
Bartlett’s 200 negro spiritual sing- 
ers, who were road-showing locally. 








House expects to get U. S. Army 
band for midnite mat showing 
when the band is here in concert. 


Initial stunt was the nerviest piece 
of biz-getting pulled off here in 
many weeks. 

Current legit opposish at the Duf- 
win is Billie Burke road-showing 
‘The Vinegar Tree’ for three days 
and in line for $9,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (F-WC) (3,500; 25- 
60) ‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) and F.&M. 
stage unit. Going big for likely 
$12,500. Last week ‘Transatlantic’ 
(FN) okay at $10,900. 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60), 
‘Squaw Man.’ Got off fairly well in 
spite of handicap of late booking, 
and may acquire possible $8,500. 
Last week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) verified 
$7,500 estimate. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60), 
‘Caught Plastered’ (RKO). Getting 
over to what promises to be a good 
$12,000, helped by exploitation. Last 
week ‘East of Borneo’ (U) with 
heavy exploitation did nice $11,200. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60), ‘American Tragedy.’ 
Switched booking, should do fairly 
well at around $7,500. Last week 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) not hot with 
public and fortunate to get a mild 
$4,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000: 25- 
35), ‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WR). 
Holding over for another five days. 
Off to a good start, it did big $8,500 
the opening week and should not 
drop below $4,500 for the final short 
chapter. 





studio. Called ‘More Power to You,’ scungiicbenmncaniian 
and has Huntley Gordon, Doroth: 
Gulliver, Tason Robards, Charles K Freeland’s Singleton 
French, Barney Gilmore, James Universal City, Sept. 21. 
Durkin and Ernie Woods in th Universal has engaged Thornton 
cast. H. H. Brownell directed reeland to direct the Pitts-Sum- 

For inter-organization showing |; merville comedy, ‘Pudge.’ 
only, 4 Picture starts Sept. 28. 
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UFA’S $11,500 AT COSMO 


May Mean Six Weeks for German 
Film in N. Y. 








Ufa got an exceptional play at its 
Cosmopolitan, New York, week 
Sept. 11 for a total gross of about 
$11,500. First week of ‘Ein Bursch- 
enlied von Heidelberg’ (‘Student 
Song of Heidelberg’) is given the 
credit, film having gotten good no- 
tices all around in the dailies. It’s 
the best figure yet at the Cosmo- 


politan since Ufa took the house 
over about four months ago. 


House has been playing to vir- 
tually capacity for evening per- 


formances, and Ufa figures it can 
get about a six-week run out of it. 


DET. BATTLING 
LEGION-HEAT, 
PAR $38,000 


—_—-—_— 





Detroit, Sept. 21. 

Combination of the American 
Legion convention and_ record- 
breaking heat is giving local the- 
atres a bad slap. This in the face 
of about 200,000 visitors and all of 
resident Detroit downtown for a 
period of six days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan, ‘My Sin’ (Par) and 
unit (4,045; 15-25-35-60). Will get 
a fair gross through the addition 
of two midnight shows; about $36,- 
000. Last week ‘This Modern Age’ 
(M-G) about same, 

Fox, ‘Skyline’ (Fox) (5,100; 15- 
25-50). Low scale failed to make 
an impression; will wind up to 
very poor $25,000. Last week ‘The 
Spider’ (Fox) fair at $36,000. 

Fisher, ‘Sideshow’ (WB) (2,300; 
15-25-35-60) and vaude. Little Jack 
Little will partly overcome weak 
draw; house being out of downtown 
area will not feel effects of con- 
vention so much; will get a fair 
$17,000. Last week ‘Last Flight’ 
(FN) and Harry Langdon did a 
good $18,400. 

Downtown, ‘Caught  Plastered’ 
(Radio) (2,750; 15-25-50). Not so 
good; this house has felt the Publix 
price cut more than any other; will 
probably try vaudfilm policy soon; 
poor $10,000 this week. Last week 
‘East of Borneo’ (U) fair at $12,000. 

United Artists, ‘Five Star Final’ 
(WB) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Do- 
ing only fairly with about $12,000 
expected in six days. Last week 
‘Street Scene’ (U) fair at $11,000 in 
third week. 

Paramount, ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (3,448; 15-25-35-60). Doing 
okay and will wind up with an 
eight-day gross around $38,000. 
Last week ‘Alexander Hamilton’ 
(WB) was building when taken off 
in five days. 

State, ‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) (3,000; 
15-25-50). After big week at Fisher 
film is doing fair here around $6,000. 
Last week ‘Mystery of Life‘ also 
$6,000. 


FINAL’ BIG AT $19,000, 
NEWARK HOUSES BRISK 


Newark, Sept. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

With the Mosque throwing over 
3,000 seats into the ring, it’s a ques- 
tion how well grosses will general- 
ly hold up. But each house is sure 
it’s the other one that will be hit. 
no doubt the Mosque and ‘Five 
Star Final’ will lead, while ‘Merely 
Mary Ann,’ at the Branford, will 
also run high. 

Estimates For This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,350; 20-35-50) 
—‘Mary Ann’ (Fox). Should do a 
Zood $16,000. Last week ‘Last 
Flight’ (FN) weak at $11,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) 
‘The Brat’ (Fox) and ‘Murder by 
Clock’ (Par). sargain double bill 
and first run will top $4,000. Last 
week ‘The Bargain’ (FN) fair at 
over $4,000. 

Little ((Fine Arts) (200: 30-60)— 
‘Private Secretary.’ Holding over 
for about $1,000. Last week fair 
at $1,200. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)—'Par- 
don Us’ (M-G) and vaude. Polly 
Moran in person will tell for a 
good $16,000. Last week ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ (Par) under expecta- 
tions, $16,000. 

Mosque (WB) .(3,281: 35-50)— 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB). Extra per- 
formance for opening turned away 
many and regular shows jammed; 
fine $19,000 on reopening. 

Newark (Adam-Par) 
35-50) —My Sin’ (Par) 
Going right along and should 
nice $14,000. Last week ‘Daughter 
of Dragon’ (Par) good at $15,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 25-40-50. 
60)—‘Confessions of Co-ed’ (Par) 
and vaude. Against competition 
won't do much more than fair $13.- 
000. Last week ‘Common Law’ 
(Pathe) swell at $18,000, 








(2,248; 15- 
and vaude. 
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Baltimore, Sept. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Two of the local Loew houses 
have shifted from Monday to Friday 
openings. It is understood the 
other two Loew-controlled theatres 
will follow suit as soon as schedules 
can be adjusted. This is not a 
purely local move, but in line with 
Loew’s plan to make uniform their 
openings to eliminate lost time on 
stage show tours. 

Century and the roof house, Va- 
lencia, are the Loew houses now 
opening Fridays. Stanley and up- 
town Parkway will follow later. 

Advent of fall weather following 
tropic temperatures figured to stim- 
ulate biz. With dropping of first 
runs at uptown Metropolitan, all 
first runs now downtown. Century 
giving mere attention to names to 
top its stage bill since Hip reopened 
as combo, 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew) (3,200; 25-60), 
‘Last Flight.’ Barthelmess substan- 
tial, but hardly outstanding draw 
here nowadays. Helen Kane on 
stage. Should gross $20,000, good. 
‘Personal Maid’ last week (four 
days, due to the shift to Friday 
opening)) ran about as expected. 
Four days satisfactory $17,500. 

Stanley (Loew) (3,600; 25-60), 
‘Monkey Business.’ Looks like top- 
per for week. Despite slack of 
femme intake during mats, due to 
lack of love stuff, should top good 
$23,000. ‘Street Scene’ last week 
drew great notices, but gross not as 


impressive as expected, Good 
$20,000, 

Valencia (Loew) (1,500; 25-35), 
‘This Modern Age.’ Looks like 


pretty good week, but not remark- 
able, at about $3,500. ‘American 
Tragedy’ last week inaugurated Fri- 
day opening and in four days sat- 
isfactory $2,100. 

Parkway (Loew) 
‘This Modern Age.’ 
day opening. Day-and-dating with 
Val, picking up its current show 
two days later. Should get satis- 
factory $4,200. ‘American Tragedy’ 
last week fair at $3,300. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amuse. Co.) (2,000; 
25-60), ‘Rebound.’ Ina Claire’s 
name on this one will call out class 
draw. Should get good $8,000. 
‘Miracle Woman’ last week failed to 
click big, only about $5,600. 


(1,000; 25-35), 
Still on Mon- 


Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Waterloo Bridge’ Kent 


Douglass popular here during his 
stage days as Douglass Montgom- 


ery. This may help if news gets 
around. Satisfactory $9,000 ex- 
pected. ‘Alexander Hamilton’ last 


week somewhat of disappointment. 
Arliss biz just pretty good at $7,500. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 


25-50), ‘The Brat.’ Stage acts. 
Seems to be going nicely. Good 
$10,500. ‘Ex-Bad Boy’ and Belle 
Baker on stage last week, good 
$11,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 25-50), 
‘The Spider.’ Should go to good 
$9,000. ‘Bad Girl’ last week, hold- 


over, satisfactory $8,000. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers) (1,500: 
25-50), ‘Alexander Hamilton.’ Moved 
up from Keith’s. Maybe $5,000. 
‘Pagan Lady’ last week just fair 
$4,500 or thereabouts. 


$17,000 MARK AIM OF 
NEWMAN WITH MARXES 


Kansas City, Sept. 21, 

Dubinsky Brothers had the Marx 
Brothers at the Newman in ‘Mon- 
key Business’ and it looks like $17,- 
000 for a second week at the New- 
man, “Caught Plastered” at the 
Mainstreet seems all right, as also 
“Guilty Hands” at Loew’s Midland. 
Takings will be pretty well divided 
between these three houses. 

Last week was just another one. 
Weather hot. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 

‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G). Sitting be- 
tween two comedies, and will see 
fair $15,000. Last week ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA) $17,500. 
_ Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio) and 
vaude, Stage show also topped by 
comedy; will hit $19,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Woman of Experience’ not so 
good, $15.000. 

Newman (1.890: 25-235-50)— ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par). Tremendous 
newspaper publicity and week will 
be one of the best since Dubinskys 
had management: likely 
$17,000, big. Last week 
Maid’ (Par) $8,000, weak. 

Liberty (1,000: 25-50) — ‘Last 
Flight’ (FN). Too much competi- 
|} tion for this one: just at ahout 
54,000. Last week ‘Side Show’ iB 
Sa'see. how’ (WB) 








around 
‘Personal 


GOOD $23,000 IN BALTO 





Montreal, Sept. 21, 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 


Commencement of rugby season 
Saturday (19) and big ballyhoo on‘ 
‘Passion Play’ all week at the 
Forum are liable to take away cash 
from the flickers this week. 
dition there is an English light 
opera at His Majesty’s, advanceg 
on which are claimed to be going 
well. Weather may be wet. 

‘Bad Girl’ at the Palace may be 
the top grosser at $12,000, fair es- 
timate as things are going. Lionel 
Barrymore at Loew's in ‘Guilty, 
Hands’ is another the show shop- 
pers will not neglect and $11,000 is 
pretty certain. A couple of good 
pictures at the Capitol should hold 
up b. o. to average in spite of 
plenty opposition, and the Princess 
with ‘Street Scene’ has the makings, 
Nabes all over west and north sece 
tions of city getting good biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 
50-2.50), ‘Merrie England’ (legit); 
Advance sales good and outlook is 
for $13,000. Last week ‘Viking’ 
(Col) film, took $6,500. 

Forum (3,500; 75-1.50), 
Play,’ Freiburg Players. Good ad-« 
vance sale and plays twice daily, 
May run to $35,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Bad 
Girl’ (Fox). Names in it don’t mean 
anything here, but title and bally- 
hoo will bring ’em in. $12,000 esti-« 
mate. Last week repeat of ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ (Par) $10,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Sporting 
Blood’ (M-G) and ‘Rebound’ (Pathe), 


In ad« 


‘Passion 


Well up to average and should 
gross $9,000. Last week ‘Transate 
lantic’ (Fox) and ‘The Brat’ (Fox) 


did fairly at $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Guila 
ty Hands’ (M-G). Lionel Barrys< 
more surefire. Vaude better than 
average. Going to $11,000. Last 
week ‘Drums of Jeopardy’ (Tiffy 
and good vaude, $11,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Street Scene’ (UA). Liable to click 
and may collect $9,000. ‘Woman 
Between’ (Radio) last week $7,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), ‘She 
Got What She Wanted’ (Tiff) and 
‘The Avenger’ (Col), Will grosg 
about usual at $3,000. Last week 
‘Murder’ (British) and ‘Their Mad 
Moment’ (Fox) $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25 
50), ‘Passport 13144’ (French). Pere 
haps $1,800. Last week ‘Azais’ 
(French) $1,500. 


INDIANAPOLIS SMOOTH, 
‘SPIDER’ SEEKS $10,000 


Indianapolis, Sept. 21. 
Film houses are pulling well 
despite extremely hot weather. Pice 
tures are a bit better than they 
have been for the last four weeks. 
Competition for the theatres is the 
formal dedication of the local munt- 
cipal airport, civic project and 
heavily exploited. All theatres 
kicked in with some free publicity 
regarding the affair. 
Lyric reopened with vaude 
has an optimistic outlook. 
Estimates for This Week 
Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 





and 


35-50) ‘The Spider’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Should reap close to $10,- 
000, okay. Last week ‘The Brat’ 


(Fox) same figure. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). Will reach 
$17,000, no squawks. Last week 
| A -gappaaans Maid’ (Par) around $15,- 


Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) 


‘The Bargain’ (F-N). With Gene 
Dennis on stage expects $5,000, 
neat. Last week ‘Common Law’ 


(Pathe) close to same amount. 

Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25-35-50) 
‘Street Scene’ (UA). Looks for good 
$10,000. Last week ‘Phantom of 
Paris’ (M-G) not good with $6,000, 

Ohio (Publix) (1,400; 15-25) 
‘Murder by Clock’ (Par). Will eke 
out about $1,506. Last week ‘Ameri« 
can Tragedy’ (Par), on replay from 
Indiana, also near $1,500. 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25« 
35-50) ‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB). 
Near $7,000. Last week ‘Bad Girl 


(Fox) closed at $7,500. 





Par’s Whaling Short 


New Bedford, Mass., Sept. 21 

Paramount contemplates a one OF 
two reeler on Capt. George Tilton, 
survivor of the whaling 
now curator of the enshrined whale- 
ship ‘Charles W. Morgan.’ Vessel 
is at the estate of Col. E. H. R. 
Green, son of the late Hetty Green 

Larry Kent, manager of Par 
Short subjects production, and W. 
C. Park, of Par Pictorial, were here 
talking with Col. Green. They were 


era and 





accompanied by Aubrey Scotto, 
Shorts director, 
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Tuesday, September 22, 1931 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY ® 








Monkey Biz Lone 


Sparkler 


In L. A. on $30,000 Ist Week, 





Los Angcles, Sept. 21. 

Downtown theatres are snapping 
out of a long summer siesta and 
biz is perking up. Only weaknesses 
are the State with ‘The Spider,’ and 
the Orph with ‘Borneo.’ 

‘Monkey Business’ has a fine start 
at the U. A. on $30,000. 

‘Devotion’ is nothing to brag 
about with $15,000 on its opening 
week at the Carthay, including the 
conventional round-robin of about 
$4,000 for the $5 premiere. ‘Merely 
Mary Ann’ at the Chinese and Cri- 
terion will do $25,000 between them. 
Despite the lesser scale and capac- 
ity at the downtown Crit that stand 
is aheads of the Chinese, explained 
only by the Crit’s grind as against 
the Hollywood theatre’s two-a-day. 

Both Warner houses are doing 
nothing with ‘The Bargain’ day- 
and-dating. New Warner’s Wil- 
shire opens Oct. 7 with ‘Alexander 
Hamilton.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 50- 
$1.50) —‘Devotion’ (Pathe) (1st 
week). Light $15,000 opening 
stanza, which includes a $5 pre- 
miere. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028: 50-75)— 
"Mary Ann’ (Fox) (ist week). Not 
big at under $10,000. Final nine 
days for ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) $7,600. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65)— 
“Mary Ann’ (Fox) (ist week). At 
this downtown stand $15,000 fair. 
Final nine days of ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) 
$9,200. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50)—‘East of 
Borneo’ (U). Free parking here fa- 
vorably credited; but $11,000 poor. 
Last week ‘Caught Plastered’ 
(Radio) $11,300. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90)—‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and 
etage show. Local Gable-Gable gab- 
bing reflected in healthy $13,500, 
big. Last week ‘Daddy Long Legs’ 
(Fox) $10,300. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 25-75) 
‘My Sin’ (Par) and stage show. 
Started well but tapering to $21,000, 
fair; good stage show helped mate- 
rially. Last week ‘Personal Maid’ 
(Par) $16,600. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65) —‘High Stakes’ 
(Radio) and vaude. Up to $11,600 
but not strong. Last week ‘The 
Runaround’ (Radio) $9,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) 
— The Spider’ (Fox) and _ stage 
show. On $21,000 bad. Last week 
$18,700 for ‘The Brat’ (Fox), which 
eased sharply. 

United Artists (Pub-UA) (2,100; 
35-$1)—‘Monkey Business’ (Par) 
(ist week). Doing heavy trade with 
$30,000 promised on first stanza of 
cinch run. Final nine days of 16- 
day run of ‘Street Scene’ (UA), $11,- 





600. 
Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 35-60)— 
*American Tragedy’ (Par). Off two 


grand to $4,000 from last week's 
$6,200 for ‘Sporting Blood.’ 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-50)— 
‘The Bargain’ (FN). While last 
week's ‘Last Flight’ (FN) with $13,- 
600 didn’t warrant a holdover, $8,000 
pace for ‘The Bargain’ makes the 
house regret it didn’t h.o., no name 
power. ‘Side Show’ next week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-50)— 
*The Bargain’ (FN). Ditto comment 
as at Warner’s Downtown; at $9,000 
weak. Last week $14,000 for ‘Last 
Flight.’ 


‘Sideshow’ After $21,000 
At Earle in Washington 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 450,000) 

Prospects for this week seem fair 
all around. Possible exception is 
Keith's with ‘Traveling Husbands.’ 

Palace and Fox are fair, though 
latter is being helped by locally 
made film with capital kids. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35-50) 
—‘Street Scene’ (UA). Maybe $10,- 
500. Last week, second of ‘Modern 
Age’ (M-G) about $7,000. 

Earle (Warner) (2,244; 25-35-50) 
‘Side Show’ (WB), and vaude. 
Should step to about $21,000, oke. 
a week ‘The Bargain’ (Fox) $17,- 

). 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 15-25-35-50)— 
‘The Spider’ (Fox). Fourth anni- 
versary of house and local kid film 
will help for $24,000. Last week 
‘Mary Ann’ (Fox) $30,000, very big. 

Metropolitan—‘Alexander Hamil- 
ton’ (WB). Will do near $12,000. 
Last week, second of ‘American 
Tragedy’ (Par), $6,000. 

alace—‘Personal Maid’ (Par) and 
unit. Will get $18,000. Last week 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) also about $18,- 
000, good. 

Rialto—East 





of Borneo’ (UU). 


Chance for $11,000. Last week 
Great Lover’ (M-G), $8,000. 
Keith's (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 


‘Traveling Husbands’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Maybe $7,000, weak. Last 
eaten ‘Tifty Fathoms Deep’ (Col.) 
9,500, 








Devotion’ $15,000 at Carthay 


BASEBALL WALLOPS ’HAM 


Town Nuts Over Own Series—But 
Alabama May Do $13,400 
3irmingham, Sept. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 325,000) 

Baseball has taken the money 
away from the theatres. Dixie series 
on between Birmingham and Hous- 
ton and copped all records for 
minor league baseball attendance. 
Total of $42,311 for two games, 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60)—‘Monkey Business’ (Par) and 
vaude). Good enough for $13,400, 
depending on weather and baseball. 
Last week ‘Bought’ (WB) and 
Trixie Friganza in vaude disap- 
pointing at $11,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘East 
of Borneo’ (U). Nice $3,900. Last 
week split of ‘50 Fathoms Deep 
(Col) and ‘Traveling Husbands’ 
(Radio) $3,500. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB). Just an- 
other week, $2,900. Last week ‘Night 
Angel’ (Par) about $2,900. 

Galax (BTAC) (500;  15-25)— 
‘Secret Call’ (Par). Only $800. Last 
week ‘Charlie Chan’ (Fox) well 
liked, $900. 

Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20)— 
‘Ex-Bad Boy” (U) and ‘Sit Tight’ 
(M-G) split. Light week in pros- 
pect, and maybe new low at $950. 


MARX QUARTET 
PHILLY’S TOP 
ON $42500 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

After a week of exceptionally 
good business in the downtown film 
houses despite a severe heat wave, 
grosses are likely to be back to 
normal this week. Fact that a 
number of the most promising pic- 
tures are in their second weeks 
will have a lot to do with the fall- 
ing off. However, with a couple 
of pictures in the mystery class, 
there should be no complaint about 
trade, and if the thermometer drops 
to seasonable mark some lively ac- 
tion may be expected. 

Although the Marx Brothers have, 
heretofore, been considered in the 
doubtful class as film box office 
magnets their latest, ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness,’ is strong start at the Mast- 
baum and is getting a lot of word 
of mouth. Result appears to be 
that, for the second week in a row, 
Philly’s biggest house won't feel the 
effects of the musicians’ strike, 
which has cancelled its stage 
shows. ‘Monkey Business’ should 
do about $42,500 this week. 

‘Mary Ann’ should see around 
$28,500 on its second week at the 
Fox. This house has been hitting 
on all cylinders lately. 

‘Waterloo Bridge,’ at the Stanley, 
and ‘East of Borneo,’ at the Stan- 
ton, are the mystery attractions. 
Neither received the best of no- 
tices. Sensational trade of ‘Bad 
Girl still the talk of the town. 
After two fine weeks at the Fox 
it moved to the Karlton, small but 
class shopping trade house, and got 
around $6,500 last week. 

Otherwise feature of last week 
was Mastbaum’s solid $43,000 with 
‘Bought,’ panned by most of the 
critics and without a stage show. 
First week of Metro’s tenancy of 
Keith’s rated a satisfactory but not 
sensational $15,700 with ‘Street 
Scene.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par). Fine notices 
and around $42,500 indicated. Last 
week ‘Bought’ (WB) close to $43,- 
000, fine. 

Stanley (3,700; 





35-50-75) ‘Water- 
loo Bridge’ (U). Mixed notices and 
trade in doubt; maybe _ $17,000. 
Last week ‘American Tragedy’ 
(Par). Around $12,000 in second and 
final week. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75) ‘Merely 
Mary Ann’ (Fox) and Stage Show. 
Looks like $28,500 in second week 
after opening pace of almost $33,- 
000: fact that house still has stage 
show is, of course, helping. 

Earle (2.000 ; 25-65) ‘Personal 
Maid’ (Par). Nancy Carroll looks 
likely for some trade despite ab- 
sence of vaude; maybe $19,500. Last 
week ‘Side Show’ (WB) around 
$18,000. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75) ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA). Should beat $12,000 
in second week; near $15,700 last 
week. 


Stanton (1,700; 25-65) ‘East of 


LOUISVILLE DOWN 


Aftermath of State Fair — Arliss 
May Get $9,500 


Louisville, Sept. 21. 
Current week, following the state 
fair, will probably ease off. Last 
week, however, good enough to 
make up for low receipts likely to 
be turned in this week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60) ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA). Around $8,000, a dis- 
appointment. 

Strand (4th Ave) (1,865; 
50-60) ‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB). 
Expects $9,500, top figure for 
straight film house, 

Rialto (4th Ave) (2,940; 35-40-50) 
‘Star Witness’ (WB) and Vaude. 
Possibly $11,800. 

Brown — ‘Miracle Woman’ (Col). 

Will bring about $6,700, surprisingly 
poor. 
Alamo (4th Ave) (1,100; 15-25-40) 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (U). Oke if it 
reaches $4,200; picture put in house 
which caters to westerns. 


Warfield Looks for 
$23,000 on ‘Spider’ 
And Football Short 


o-_ or 
ad-od= 





San Francisco, Sept. 21 

Tying up with the opening of the 
grid season by screening a foot- 
ball film series of shorts, the War- 
field expects this to “draw so well 
in conjunction with ‘The Spider 
that prices have been tilted to a 
60-cent top, a nickel under last win- 
ter’s rates. House may tally $22,- 
500, big. 

‘Monkey Business,’ at the Para- 
mount, is a draw and should do 
close to $23,000, with good chances 
of a holdover. Warners is not too 
hopeful of ‘Last Flight,’ while the 
Golden Gate is off with ‘Woman of 
Experience,’ though vaude bill is 
hot, for about $14,000. ‘Caught Plas- 
tered’ may catch on at the Orpheum 
for $12,000 due to personal appear- 
ances three times a day, Saturday 
and Sunday (19-20) of Wheeler and 
Woolsey. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-60) ‘Squaw Man’ 
(M-G). Should do all right at 
$40,000. Last week ‘Bad Girl’ (Tox) 
excellent, $45,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65) ‘Woman of Experience.’ (Pathe). 
Off $1,000 from average summer 
trade, $14,000. Last week ‘Their 
Mad Moment’ (Fox), $15,000. « 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio). Wool- 
sey and Wheeler in personal ap- 
pearances over weekend should 
help, $12,000. Last week ‘50 
Fathoms Deep’ (Col), $10,000, fair. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50) 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). Doing 
well, $23,000. Last week ‘Personal 
Maid’ (Par), $18,500. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60) 
‘Indiscreet’ (UA) (2d week). First 
week $12,000, but off this week to 
about $8,500. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60) 
‘The Spider’ (Fox). Big draw is 
football short; prices tilted and 
should do $23,000, very good. Last 
V ‘The Brat’ (Fox) at old rates, 
$i i0, fair; surprise recently was 
‘Secrets of Secretary’ (Par), which 
did $22,000 with help of two holi- 
days. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60) ‘Last 
Flight’ (FN). Not too hopeful de- 
spite Barthelmess; $8,500, fair. Last 
week second of ‘Star Witness’ 
(WB), off to $7,200. 





Tacoma Quiet 


Tacoma, Sept. 21. 
(Drawing population, 125,000) 
Town considerably excited over 
attempted trans-Pacific flight of 
Moyle and Allen, backed by local 
capitalist. Outside of that, quiet. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60) 
‘Gay Diplomat’ (Radio) and vaude. 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U) remaining 
four days. Look to do $4,100. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
35-50) ‘Hamilton’ (WB). Good at 


$2,800. Last week ‘Street Scene’ 
(UA) $2,500. 
Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50) 


‘Mary Ann’ (Fox). Good week in 


sight, $4,500. 





Team Youngsters 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Metro is teaming Marcia Mae 
Jones, youngster, with Jackie Coop- 
er. They will play opposite each 
other in ‘The Champ." 
Vidor is directing. 





Borneo’ (U). In doubtful class, 
especially after mixed notices; 
$9,500 likely. ‘Sporting Blood’ 


(M-G) $2,500 in third and last week. 

Karlton (1,000; 50) ‘Bought’ 
(WB). Brought down from Mast- 
baum and should beat $2,690. Last 
week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox), after two 
weeks at the Fox, wasn't far off 
from $6,500. 

Arcadia (600; 50) ‘Caught’ (T’ar)em 
About $2,600. Last week ‘Huckle- 








BUFF’S 2 STRONG FILMS 


‘Common Law’ and ‘Tragedy’ Have 
Big Chance—Town Spurts 





Buffalo, Sept. 21. 


weather continues. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,500; 30-40-65) 
‘Common Law’ (Pathe) and unit. 
Indications for $30,000, big. Last 
week ‘Mary Ann (Fox) strong but 
heat drove it down to $28,000, fine 
just the same. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35) 
‘The Spider’ (Fox). Points to $9,- 
000, so-so. Last week ‘Hamilton’ 
(WB) held up well for $9,500. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-60) 
‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G). Looks scaled 
to $13,000, good. Last week ‘Per- 
sonal Maid’ (Par) just under $14,- 
000. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
50) ‘American Tragedy’ (Par) 
should reach $15,000 on first week, 
very big. Last week ‘Smiling Lieu- 
tenant’ (Par), second week down to 
$7,700. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35) ‘Pagan 
Lady’ (Col). Looks over $11,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Dirigible’ (Col) 
around $7,000. 


‘Girl Brightest 
In Pitt—Due for 
$12,000, Fulton 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 

Minus stage shows as a result of 
the musicians’ walkout, main stem’s 
two downtown deluxe sites, Stanley 
and Penn, indicate loss of acts will 
not be felt too severely for a time 
at least. 

Stanley shot in ‘Monkey Business’ 
at the last ‘minute, picture having 
previously been booked for Warner, 
and Marxes won some swell notices 
and stand chance of hitting $24,500, 
only a drop of a couple of grand 
over previous week. Penn, however, 
had been concentrating on personal 
appearance of Polly Moran to ex- 
clusion of feature, ‘Sporting Blood,’ 
and with Miss Moran pulled at last 
minute on account of walkout, pic- 
ture may ease along to $18,500. 

Big noise seems to be ‘Bad Girl,’ 
at the Fulton, with prospects of a 
swell $12,000. Holdover, too, some- 
thing this site hasn’t been forced to 
do in almost a year. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-25-50)— 
‘Side Show’ (WB). Originally pen- 
cilled into Stanley but sent in here 
at last minute when first named 
house switched bookings on account 
of musicians’ walkout; Lightner’s 
pictures haven’t meant much here 
lately, and this one hardly looks to 
better $4,750. Last week “Fifty 
Fathoms Deep’ (Col) down to $4,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Behman) (1,700; 
10-15-25-35-50)—‘Bad Girl’ (Fox). 
Prospects of going over big $12,000 
and staying for second week; first 
time house has ever seen 'em stand- 
ing in the lobby three and four 
deep. Last week ‘Daybreak’ (M-G) 
down to $3,400. 

Harris—(WB) (1,800; 10-20-30- 
40). ‘Sherlock Holmes’ Fatal Hour’ 
(British made). No names and un- 
like to get more than poor $1,700. 
Last week ‘Traveling Husbands’ 
(Radio) and ‘Arizona Terror,’ May- 
nard western, accounted for $2,100. 

Penn—(Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). Hardly 
likely to better indifferent $18,000 
without stage show. Last week 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) picked up after 
slow opening to $28,000. 

Sheridan Square—(RKO) (1,750; 
10-15-25-35-50) ‘The Woman Be- 
tween’ (Radio). Panned pretty sev- 
erely by dailies, and doesn’t look to 
better $2,200. Last week ‘Common 
Law’ (Pathe), on what amounted to 
third run, managed to scrape to- 
gether $2,500. 

Stanley—(WB) (3,600; 21-35-50) 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). May sail 
through to swell $24,500, excellent in 
face of fleshless show and reduced 
scale. Last week ‘Caught Plastered’ 
(Radio) and Duke Ellington's band 
disappointing, $27,000. 

Warner—(WE) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB). Second 
week of Arliss picture expected to 
feel lukewarm notices. and other- 
wise mild dissatisfaction; unlikely 
to top $6,000 on last half of fort- 
night run; around $13,000 first 
week, all right but not up to usual 





berry Finn’ (Par) strong at $3,500. 


for this star's pictures, 


Business last week was hard hit} 
by unseasonable hot spell, but cur- | 
rent week seems strong and grosses | 
should reach high levels if cool} 





Run Films Dominate Broadway; 
This Week's Crop Thin B. 0.; 
Final’ $107,000 in 2 Weeks 


One day observance of the Jewish 
holiday handed the Broadway) 
houses a two day wall up and 
grosses this week will tell the story 
unless there’s quick recovery. Only 
standouts on the street are hold- 
overs like ‘Five Star Final’ and 
‘Alexander Hamilton,’ helped by the 
fact there is nothing special about 
the new incoming week's films. 
The Roxy with ‘Wicked’ is off at 
$70,000 and the Paramount's ‘Mad 
Parade’ may be jerked a day early 
in not promising more than $47,000. 
Neither the Capitol, Strand or May- 
fair look better than fair this week. 
Criterion is currently dark and 
may go legit, but Rialto opens Wed- 
nesday (23) to usual reserved seat 
performance for ‘Palmy Days.’ 
Otherwise, Broadway looks’ the 
same except that ‘Dreyfus Case’ at 
Warners is still doing nicely. 


Moss’s Broadway, with Joe E 
Brown and ‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) on 
its vaudfilm start indicates possi- 
bilities of a $30,000 week, the Sat- 


urday-Sunday start 
tionally good. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,120; $1-$2) ‘The Guards- 
man’ (M-G) (2nd week). Lunt- 
Fontanne piece running close to 
capacity, but they shy at $2 top, 
even after getting as far as the 
box office window these days. 


being excep- 


Capitol (5,400; 25 - 85 - $1.50) 
‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) and_ stage 
show. Dave Schooler on return as 


m. ¢.; picture will be deing all right 
if it gets $52,000, light. Last week, 
‘Modern Age’ (M-G) closed two- 
week engagement around $50,000. 

Hollywood (1,800; 65-85) ‘Hamil- 
ton’ (WB) (2nd week). Holding 
strong with $35,000 outlook. Opened 
to fine $43,200 first week. 


Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1) ‘Fifty 
Fathoms Deep’ (Col). Just fair at, 
$22,000. Last week ‘Caught Plas-'‘ 


tered’ (Radio) $15,200, poor. 

Paramount (3,664; 65-85-$1) ‘Mad 
Parade’ (Par) and stage show. 
Weak and may be jerked a day 
early to allow ‘American Tragedy’ 
(Par) tc make its bow at pop: 
doesn’t look better than thin $47,000. 
Last week ‘My Sin’ (Par) plus Ben 
Bernie, hit $57,600. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40). Opens 

mee (23) with ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA). 
_ Warners (1,100; 50-75) ‘Dreyfus 
Case’ (Col) (4th week). Stays in- 
definitely and heading for good 
$8,500. Last week, $10,500. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA) (4th week). Hitting 
g0o0d pace at this sfage at $29,000; 
finished third stanza to $34,000. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50) ‘Wicked’ 
(Fox). Not showing anything at 
$70,000. Last week ‘Mary Ann’ dis- 
appointed at $80,600, was counted 
on for sure fortnight. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75) ‘Side 
Show’ (FN). Winnie Lightner fea- 
ture not bad on $22,000. Last week 
‘I Like Your Nerve’ (¥N) mediocre 
at $18,200. 

Winter Garden (1,418-35-85-$1) 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) (2nd week). 
Terrific first week and exceptional 
second week of $47,000 indicated 
Last week a sock at $59,800 witn 
house closing at 3:30 a. m, 


Minn. Over $30,000 
Again—Borneo’ at 
$13,000 for Orpheum 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 
(Drawing population 500,000) 

Thurston, the magician, big here 
this week. Minnesota is having its 
biggest week in months, and this 
means something because it has 
had a succession of smashing 
grosses since early June. 

There isn’t an exceptional picture, 
or one with really strong pulling 
power, in the entire Loop. The Ly- 
ceum, devoted to legit last season, 
bows in as a film house, offering 
‘The Viking.’ Getting kindly no- 
tices from critics. Nothing is an- 
nounced to follow. With the re- 
opening of the Seventh Street, two 
Loop first-run theatres are using 








the Aster. 
For some reason or other mati- 
nee trade is starting to slip. 


Estimates for this Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200-75) ‘Si- 
lence’ (Par) and Thurston, magi- 
cian, replacing usual unit. The pic- 
ture means nothing as Clive Brook 
is no card here; but Thurston suf- 
ficient to pack ’em, helped by tre- 
mendous exploitation: top $33,000, 
very big. Last week ‘Bad Girl’ 
(Fox) excellent at $31,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,850; 50), ‘East 
of Borneo’ (U) and vaude. Splen- 





i exploited, but picture lacking 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Liberal Credit Given Allied 





Distribs Not Pressing for Payment While 


Labor Jam 


Hurts Biz 











diteaneenncltiigiaasita + 
Chicago, Sept. 21. | YALE A HELP 
Allied-operator union fight is be- } 
ing f nally eocked } me at ft + eY- New Haven Fe: Is College Influx 
changes. which ried to remain | Around $18,000 for Marxes 
aloof from tl f vling. Distribu- —_— 
tors are I hed at th New Haven, Sept. 21. 
cash box with collect on film off (Drawing Population, 300,000) 
. than 50%. ana witl 0 way of - X - 
more tn Mm 9 and with no way OL In spite of the absence of any ex- 
getting paid in signt. ploitation other than newspaper 
( edit is eX lad in man space, sé veral houses ¥ i do ni iv 
cases with even the home offices,|this week. Jewish holiday hurt 
+t * cine wk weld lelay in | Some but things should pick up. 
i} fi UsSuUcdiily WML At Giiy uta ¥ ais . - , 
— in ghea gun > | Opening of Yale will dump a 
AU Ty y+ ier wine rill ones oO} 1 1 + 
payment, displaying willl ngn ess t | flock of students on the market. 
go along with the exhibitors. Busi- | Town has been holding its own 
ness is bad throughout the small | throughout the depression in com- 
neighborhood theatres, both those} parison with nearby cities and 
which are using outside operators | should continue - ~ gp ey Fee: 
* by Ses usement spots , " 
and the houses which didn’t go| Shore amusement sp¢ . 
| 


lock-out. 
Public is pretty leery of the small 
epots, following a series of bomb- 
ings. These explosions, although 
causing little property damage, 
reflected forcefully at the box office. 
Fright of the public has directly 
helped the big circuit houses, the 
loop having done sweet trade the| 

past four weeks. 
Liberal Credit 


In spite of the small hope of col- | 
lecting from these Allied and neigh- 
borhood spots, exchanges won't quit 
servicing them. Distribs, if not} 
openly, are necessarily favoring the | 
exhibs since they’re the source of 
income. Besides, the exchanges | 
have the prints on hand and figure | 
they might as well use ’em instead | 
of permitting them to rot on the 
shelves. Exchanges are proceeding 
on the belief that if business picks 
up next month or so they'll be paid | 
off. 


Prices have been cut in many 
situations and the old plan of pay- 
ing for prints three days in advance 
has been discarded to a great ex- 
tent. None of the exchanges, not 
even the toughest of them, is press- 
ing the exhibitors. Feeling is that 
if they push ’em the houses will fold 
and remove another outlet from the 
Picture business. At present the 
echeme is give ’em plenty of credit 
and then hope. 


Columbus Battle Giving 
Palace and ‘Maid’ $12,000 


Columbus, Sept. 21. 

(Drawing population, 475,000) 
Looks like an old-fashioned battle 
between Loew's Ohio  film-unit 
house and RKO’'s Palace, recently 
over to vaudfilm, Both are making 
heavy bids for customers in ex- 
ploitation, with RKO so far alone 
in the 24 sheet class, and town 


have 











plastered. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,000; 25-50) 


‘Personal Maid’ (Par) and vaude. 
Looks like fair week, near $12,000. 
Last week ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (U) 
took a rap with poor. support, 
$11,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,074; 
‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par) and 
unit. Not the strength to put it 
over for more than $10,000, despite 
audition type of amateur tieup. 
Last week ‘Secrets of Secretary’ 
(Par) fell off at $12,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
‘Merely Mary Ann’ (Fox). Type 
they go for plenty here; should get 
away with $10,000. Last week 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) had tough sled- 
ding and happy getting off with 
$9,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50) ‘Last 
Flight’ (FN). Only $3,500. Last 
week ‘Star Witness’ (WB) just 
managed to pass $3,700. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25) 
‘Rebound’. (Pathe) and ‘Murder at 
Midnight’ split. Seems ripe for $2,- 
500. Last week ‘Woman of Ex- 
perience’ (Radio) and ‘Gay Diplo- 
mat’ (Radio) had a job getting $1,- 
500; house cut nickel on all shows 
last week. 


25-50) 





Horowitz Plans Four 
Houston Nabe Projects 


Houston, Sept. 21. 

Will Horowitz, leading independ- 
ent here, has announced plans for 
the erection of four community the- 
atre buildings under direction of 
Eddie Bremer, manager of Majestic 
for 25 years. 

Construction slated to begin 
about Jan. 1 with each building to 
include a theatre, stores and apart- 
ment hotels. Populous centers in 
outlying parts of city to be sites, 
two of which have been already 
selected, South Main and Houston 


|and vacations are over. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par) and Unit. 
Will get $18,000. Last week ‘Per- 
sonal Maid’ (Par) oke on $14,200. 
| Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Bad 
|Girl’ (Fox) and Unit. Will be 

| heavy around $16,500. Last week 


‘Mary Ann’ (Fox) nice on $16,000. 
Roger Sherman (WEB) (2,200; 50) 

‘Side Show’ (WB). Will find the 

going tough for a very mild $5,500. 


Last week ‘Bought’ (WB) below 
par at $8,500. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA). Should get a sweet 
$7,200. Last week ‘Dirigible’ (Col) 
moderate at $4,800. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘“Travel- 


ing Husbands’ (Radio) and ‘Honey- 
moon Lane’ (Par). Will feel com- 
petition and below around $3,200. 
Last week ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Brat’ (Fox) okay at $4,200. 


CINCY STAYS CHEERFUL, 
‘PAGAN’ $9,000-KEITH'S 


Cincinnati, Sept. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 
Selection of snappy grosses on 
tap despite perfect weather for all 
manner of outdoor activity. ‘Mon- 
key Business,’ at the Palace, very 
big, and Keith’s doing pretty well 
with ‘Pagan Lady,’ touched off by 
heavy newspaper ad campaign, 
Estimates for This Week 





Albee (RKO) (3,200; 35-75), 
‘Broadminded’ (FN) and vaude. 
Reviving nicely to $21,500. Last 
week floundered on $18,000 and 
‘Goldie” (Fox). 

Lyric (RKO) (1,409; 30-50), 
‘Transatlantic’ (Fox). Cast names 


pulling $9,000 for what seems mainly 
a critics’ picture. ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(U) got nowhere at $8,000 last week. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50), 
‘Star Witness’ (WB). Well liked; 
$9,500 indicated but may build, Last 


week ‘Bought’ (WB) took nice 
$11,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,000; 30-50) 


‘Monkey Business’ (Par). No special 
exploitation but opening terrific; 
$25,000 at least. Last week ‘Modern 


Age’ (M-G) the moneymaker at 
$18,500. 
Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40) 


‘Mary Ann’ (Fox). Second run to 
very good $4,500. Last week $2,000 
on ‘Ubangi’ (States right) and ‘The 
Bargain’ (WB) double feature. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 15-30) 
‘Alias the 3adman’ (Tif) and 
‘Mothers Millions’ (U) split. Medi- 
ocre $2,000. Last week $1,800 for 
‘Clearing the Range’ Indie) and ‘Gay 
Diplomat’ (Radio). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40) 
‘Pagan Lady’ (Col). Best figure in 
months, $9,000. Booming newspaper 
ad campaign. Last week ‘Reckless 
Hour’ (FN) nearer normal $3,500. 

Grand (Erlanger) (1,600; 30-50) 
‘Merry Wives of Vienna,’ all Ger- 
man, Good at $4,000, considering. 
Last week ‘Tabu’ (Par) only fair 
at $4,500. 


L. A. DOWNTOWN MAY 
STOP DOUBLE BILLS 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21.” 

Operators of the downtown grind 
theatres will hold a get-together 
meeting this week to discuss plans 
for the abolishment of the double 
bills, which have been in use for 
the past year. Hope to arrange a 
pact to discontinue all doubles by 








Oct. 1. Practically all of the 
downtown houses, aside from the 
six de luxers, have been offering 


two portions in an effort to retain 
grip on trade, 

Move is not so much due to the 
deferred bookings for double 
houses, but the leaders declare that 
if they are not able to cut out the 
siamese bills they will have to raise 
it to triples. Double bills are 
played out and it will be either 





Heights 


down or up. 


5TH AVE.’S UNIT RETURN 
MEANS $17,000, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Sept. 21. 
(Drawing population, 500,000) 
Big flashes in the newspapers 
marks present week. Fanchon & 
Marco stage unit return was an 
event with outdoor show on plat- 
form erected in front of Fifth Ave- 
nue opening night (Friday). 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Fox) (3.106: 25-35- 
50) ‘Monkey Business’ (Par). Marx 
family getting along well for an- 
ticipated $14,000. Last week, 
atlantic’ (Fox) $8,500 on six days. 
Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60) 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G). Price 
a dime with return of units; draw 
due to stage and looks to do around 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Bad Girl 
| (Fox) $13,000 in nine days. 
Biue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
-50). ‘Hamilton’ (WB). Oke. for 
second week, $6,000. Last week 
same film great at $9,500. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 
35-50) ‘Street Scene.’ Held over; 
$6,000 beating last week at $5,000. 
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Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 15-30) ‘Clearing the Range.’ 


Hoot Gibson does well here; $6,200. 


| Last week, ‘Salvation Nell,’ $5,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 
‘50 Fathoms Deep’ (Col). Big play 
for vaude; $13,000. Last week 
Caught Plastered’ (Radio), went 
big for $16,500. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35) 
‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G). Looks to 
zo whole week, on $4,200. Last 


week “‘Tabu’ and ‘Woman of 
perience’ fair at $3,200. 


CANTOR SENDING B’KLYN 
PAR FOR SOLID $47,000 


®rooklyn, Sept. 21. 
Old man weather came through 
this week and what a difference. 
Plenty of shekels pouring into the 
Paramount where Eddie Cantor 


Ex- 











|] (Par) and vaude. 


heads the stage show. Critics 
panned ‘Mad Parade,’ but it won't 
matter as all exploitation was con- 
fined to Cantor. 

Fox also doing well with ‘Mary 
Ann’ for around $36,000, as also 
the Strand with ‘Star Witness.’ All 
the boys around the downtown de- 
luxers smiling a bit more than in 
the past six weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85)>—‘Mad Parade’ (Par) and stage 
show. Severe panning from the 
scribes, but Eddie Cantor in per- 
son; one of best grosses house has 
had in months, probably around 
$47,000. Last week ‘My Sin’ (Par) 
$39,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Mary Ann’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Getting 
crowds for around $36,500, good. 
Last week “The Spider’ light at 
$25,000. 

Albee (3,000; 25-35-50-75)—Fifty 
Fathoms Deep’ (Col) and vaude, 
Won’t meet heavy competition and 


will get around $23,000. Last week 
‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio) fair 
$22,400. 

Strand (2,200; 25-35-50)—‘Star 


Witness’ (WB). Proving okay here 
for around $15,000. Last week 
quiet with I Like Your Nerve’ 
(FN), $12,700, 

Metropolitan (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Modern Age’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Should get around $19,000, fair. 
Last week moderate with ‘Guilty 
Hands’ M-G), $18,000. 


‘Phantom’ Weak in Prov. 
On $12,000; ‘Squad’ $8,00 


, Providence, Sept. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 315,000) 

Strong efforts being made to 
build up business with newspaper 
plugging. The Albee has spent a 
pretty penny already on front page 
advertisements for ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U), while the Victory is 
using big spreads on slash in 
prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-75)— 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G). Just 
so-so; nothing in this one to indi- 
cate house will pass $12,000. Last 
week ‘Street Scene’ (UA) sweet at 
$18,500, 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 
‘Young as You Feel’ (Fox) and 
‘The Spider’ (Fox). Nice pace and 
a cinch at $12,500. Last week ‘Mary 
Ann’ (Fox) and ‘Tabu’ (Par) just 
average at $10,000. 

Albee (RKO) (2,500; 15-50)— 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U). Being helped 
by publicity and oke for $8,600. Last 
week ‘East of Borneo’ (U) $6,800, 
fair enough. 

Paramount (2,200; 
key Business’ (Par). 
even keel, but house pulling for 
high $12,000. Last week ‘Personal 
Maid’ (Par) light around $8,000. 

Victory (RKO) (1,600; 10-35)— 
‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe). Cut in prices 
helping; house seems set for $2.500. 
Last week ‘Gay Diplomat’ (Radio) 
poor at $2,000. 

Fay’s (1,600; 








15-50)— 


15-50)—‘Mon- 
Going at un- 


15-50)—‘Caught’ 
Set for $5,500. 
Last week ‘The Brat’ (Fox) so-so 
at $4,500, 





‘Trans- | 


goes up| 


Met (Publix) (4,000; 50-75), ‘Per- 

| sonal Maid’ (Par) and unit. Will be 
close to a fine $40,000. Last week 
‘Mary Ann’ (Fox) got a gocd $36,500. 
Keith-Boston (3,000; 35-50) (vaud- 
film), ‘The Big Gamble.’ Headed for 
| fair $15,000. Last week “Too Many 





| stage, $16,400. 





BOSTON PICKS UP 


Flirting with $40,000—Both 
RKO Spots $15,000 


3oston, Sept. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Film business on the up-and-up, 
with ‘Monkey Business’ headed to- 
ward big sums at the Uptown and 
Olympia, Weather an aid _ this 
week. 

Met fs looking for a fine week 
with Alice White in person and 
‘Personal Maid’ on screen. 

Estimates for This Week 





Met 


Cooks’ (Radio), with Fifi Dorsay on 


Keith’s (4,000; 50-60), ‘Bad Com- 
pany’ (Radio). Plenty exploitation 
but around $15,000, fair. Last week 
‘East of Borneo’ (U) about same. 


Olympia (2,500; 35-50-60), ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par). Headed to- 


wards fine $10,000, Last week $8,000 
on ‘Silence’ (Par). 

Uptown (2,000; 35-50-60), ‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par). Will go more than 
$10,000, great biz. Last week ‘Star 
witness’ (WB) $8,000. 


Scollay (2,500; 35-50-60) (vaud- 
film), ‘American Tragedy’ (Par). 
Will get good $10,000. Last week 


same with ‘Silence’ (Par). 


From 65 to 15c 


Long Beach, Cal., Sept. 21. 

Overcrowded condition of Long 
Beach, with eight downtown houses, 
forced Milton B. Arthur to cut the 
scale of the Capitol from 25 to 15 
cents, starting Nov. 1. 
Up to a year ago, house had a 
65c. top. 











Italian Cameramen Have 
Lucky Break in Landslide 


Rome, Sept. 10. 

A serious accident which, but for 
a piece of good luck, would have 
cost the lives of two cameramen 
of the local Cines Company oc- 
curred on the Jungfraujock moun- 
tain, where Guido Brignone was di- 
recting an avalanche scene for a 
film version of Puccini’s early opera 
‘Wally.’ A mine was fired, but in- 
stead of a small, safe avalanche, 
great masses of snow and earth 
were detached from the mountain- 
side at the moment of the explosion, 
with the tail end of the avalanche 
catching the cameramen, sweeping 
them away. 

Fortunately they were driven 
into a kind of shell-like hollow 
whence it was possible to extract 
them with some difficulty. The 
cameramen only suffered a few cuts 
and bruises, 


Extra Ads for Rialto’s 
Reopening with U.A. Film 


For the first time Publix has in- 
creased its budget on advance ad- 
vertising for a United Artists pie- 
ture without making U.A. bear the 
additional boost. About doubling 
usual advance on ‘Palmy Days,’ 
opening tommorrow night (Wednes- 
day) at the Rialto’s reopening, a 
week’s advertising in New York 
papers has been increased by Pub- 
lix to $12,000. 

Ordinarily Publix budgets around 
$5,500 for the advance. If there is 
any increase when it’s a U. A. pic- 
ture, UA has to stand the extra 
toll, Advertising budget on regu- 
lar run is to be about the same. 

Rialto opening will be at a $2 
top. 








MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 9) 
in names; looks about $13,000, good. 
Last week ‘Caught  Plastered’ 
(Radio) nearly $13,500, good. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50), ‘Par- 
don Us’ (M-G). Laurel and Hardy 
popular here; chance for $8,000, 
good. Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(M-G) about $6,800, fair. 

Seventh Street (RKO), ‘Sherlock 

Holmes’ Fatal Hour’ first half, ‘The 
Runaround’ last half. Maybe $3,000, 
fair; reopening after being closed 
for summer, 
; Lyceum (Andress) (50), ‘The 
Viking.’ Heavily advertised and 
may get a fair play from Scandina- 
vians particularly; will be lucky to 
exceed $4,000, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300: 35), ‘Trans- 
atlantic’ (Fox). Got best notices of 
any picture in town, but cast is 


without names to lure; Ought to 
reach $4,000, good. 
Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Hell 


Bent for Frisco’ (Sono-Art) first 
half, ‘Lover Come Back’ (Col) last 
half. About $1,200 indicated, medi- 
ocre, 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25), ‘Smil- 
ing Lieut’ (Par). Second loop run. 
Being held full week and close to 
$2,000, good. Last week ‘Politics’ 
(M-G), second loop run, remained 
full week to $2,100, 


——. 


3 Houses Preview 
Marx Film—Denver; 
5 Theatres $62,500 


Denver, Sept. 21. 

Only one house is down to avere. 

age business this week, the otherg 

being up and over. Those up are 

there by exploitation and advertis. 
ing. 

For first time three Publix house 





ran same film, ‘Monkey Business,’ at 
Saturday midnight preview and to 
|good crowds. Ads in dailies, an@ 
| different, put ‘Five Star Final’ in 
smart money class. Paper dirigibleg 





with paper money sent from roof of 
Aladdin helped ‘Dirigible.’ 


Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 25-50. 
75)—Dirigible’ Col). Will have fine 
week at $10,000. Last week ‘Bag 
Girl (Fox) $9,000, good. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 35-35-65) 
—Five Star Final’ (WB). Sweet 
with $20,500. Last week ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA) finished to average 
$15,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000: 256 
35-50)—‘Monkey BusineSs’ (Par),. 


Very good at $17,500 clip. Last week 


‘Secrets of Secretary’ (Par) fair’ 
$10,500, 
Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-35-50) 


—Bachelor Apartment’ (Tradio), 
Good with $4,500. Last week ‘The 
Bargain’ (FN) did $700 in two days 
and yanked; ‘Rango’ (Par) finished 
week to around $1,500 on five days,. 
Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—‘Side Show’ (WB). Going along 
smoothly for $10,000. Last week: 
‘The Brat’ (Fox) a poor $8,000. 


HUNGARIAN PRODUCERS 
AWAIT DEVELOPMENTS 


3udapest, Sept. 11. 

Two new Hungarian talkies have 
now been completed at Hunnia Stu« 
dios, ‘Blue Idol’ and ‘Hyppolite.’ The 
latter, adapted from Zagon’s stage 
play, ‘Lackays,” will be presented 
shortly. Of the first only a Hune 
garian version was made, whilst the 
second was done in Hungarian and 
German. 
Max Schiffer, building contractor, 
who acted as angel for these first 
Hungarian talker productions, and 
Sonor, the German company, also 
investing, intend to wait and see 
whether the limited number of 
houses showing Hungarian talker? 
warrant the production costs for 
all-Hungarian pictures. If these 
two won’t pay their way, Hungarian 
film production will probably go to 
sleep again. 
Present precarious financial site 
uation explains why many people 
enthusiastic about the production of 
all-Hungarian pictures no longer 
ago than last year, are now shy 
about the experiment. 
That production is cheap in this 
country, is proved by the fact that 
Sonor, German-Czech concern, is 
now producing a German picture 
here at Hunnia Studios. Another 
German concern, Leo Studios, is 
making its picture in Budapest. 
Title is “Ein Fehlschuss, drei Trefe 
fer’ (One Miss, Three Hits’). It is 
to be directed by Sandor Laszlo, 
Hungarian. Otherwise there is 
nothing local about it. No Hun- 
garian versions of these are being 
done. Does not seem worth while. 


RKO Cuts Scale to 10-35c 
At Victory, Providence 














Providence, Sept. 21. | 
A slash in admission prices, the 
first here since wartime, has been 
put into effect at the Victory 
(RKO), first-run film house. Prices 
have been ranging from 15 cents up 
to 50 cents. Cut places the lowest 
figure at 10c and the top at 35c. 
Victory, 1,600 capacity, has been 
trailing the other theatres here for 
months, despite almost heroic ef- 
forts to put the theatre on its feet. 
Other houses have prices from 20¢ 
to 75c, 





No. England Worried on 


New Sites and Overseating 


London, Sept. 12. 

Film trade in northern England 
is faced with a serious over-seating 
danger, Already the slump in the 
densely populated Lancashire dis- 
trict is such that exhibs are wor- 
ried about the new film theatres 
going up. Deputations have been 
made to local bodies asking them 
to withhold licenses for new film 
spots. 

Last week 15,000 was added to 
the total seating capacity of the 





theatres around the country. 
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FOR THE NEW SEASON 
has EVERYTHING! 








A corking modern story 





scintillating with both 
dramatic and humorous 
highlights; acted by a 
| Superb Box Office Cast 
" | under the masterly 





direction of = 
wit 


FRANK CAPRA ola LORETTA YOUNG 


ROBERT WILLIAMS 
JEAN HARLOW 


Walter Catlett 
Louise Classer Hale 
Z Edmund Breese 
“a Harry E. Chandlee and and a notable 
Douglas W. ‘Churchill i oe oon ae a > Se = 


Continuity by Dorothy Howell . 


’ Adaptation by Jo Swerling 7 


A 


FRANK CAPRA 
PRODUCTION 





S A nsthe? GREAT HIT best 


DEPENDABLE COLUMBIA! 
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Metro Deal with B. 1. Gives 
U. S. Production Abroad 100%, 
Representation of Major Cos. 








European production in Europe 
to be the 


companies set for 


seems tendency, with 
American major 
production on the other side in one 
form or another. Only one big firm 
left that has not a tieup for Euro- 
pean production, and that company, 
Metro, now has a deal lined up and 
all but signed. 

Before the week is over Metro is 
expected to camplete an arrange- 
ment with British International for 
the making of films in London by 
B. I. for Metro. Deal is a tentative 
one for four films conly, but will 
probably be extended at that time. 
Metro’s entrance into actual for- 
eign production will make a com- 
plete American alignment on that 
side. 


Already in existence in London 
are Warner, Universal, Radio and 
Paramount units. United Artists 


has a production tieup set in Paris, 
and is dickering for others in Ber- 
lin and London. Walter Kelly UA 
foreign chief, is there now clearing 
up details. Fox has tieups for pro- 
duction in Berlin and Paris. Para- 
mount has a studio in Paris and 
near London. 

Lineup means that London will 
be the biggest production center on 
the other side, with Paris second 
and Berlin third. 

Radio and Metro still are out of 
the Continent proper, with. Metro 
especially insistent on refusing to 
even negotiate for foreign language 
direct shots on that side. 

Arthur Loew, head of Metro’s 
foreign department, explains this by 


(Continued on page 52) 


G-B NET HIGHEST 
FOR BRITISH 
FILM COS. 


_—-_—- 
London, Sept. 21. 


Profits for the past year of Gau- 
mont British exceeded $2,500,000. 
That’s according to figures just 
completed and sets a new high for 
any British film unit. 

Gaumont British Picture Corp. is 
the holding company for the Gau- 
mont Company, Gainsborough Pic- 
tures, General Theatres, Provincial 
Cinematograph Theatres, British 
Acoustics, Denman Picture Houses, 
Ideal Films, and W. & F. Film Ser- 
vice. 


FEWER PICTURES, BUT 
LONGER BRITISH RUNS 


Longer runs for the better fea- 
tures and fewer bookings of general 
product are seen in New York film 
circles as a possible outcome of 
England’s new 17% tax on British 
box offices, 

Fighting the tax is strictly a 
British matter, in which American 
producers can play no part is the 
opinion here. 

Another American angle and ex- 
pectation is that existing American 
contracts, held by British exhibi- 
tors, will be carried out under the 
present rental terms. 














Metro Wants Goodwill 
Of Eng. on ‘Pig Boats’ 


Culver City, Sept. 21. 

A strong possibility that part of 
Metro's ‘Pig Boats’ will be made 
in or around England. Story 
concerns the activities of American 
subs in British waters during the 
war. 

Studio believes that making part 
of the film on actual location, the 
_Irish Sea, will create goodwill in 
England for the picture. 

Only the director, Jack Conway, 
and a technical crew will go across. 

Robert Montgomery and Jimmy 
Durante only members of the cast 
- elected to date 


a 
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4 NEW ENGLISH HOUSES 


Seating 15,000 in Two Paramounts 
— 4 More Due 








London, Sept. 11. 
15,000 seats were added to the 
English film theatre capacity this 


week as a result of the opening of 
the Paramount, Newcastle, Granada, 
Tooting, S. London; Gaumont, 
Salisbury, and Astoria, Manchester. 
Manchester and Newcastle houses 
both belong to the Paramount chain. 
Four more Paramount theatres 
are to be opened here, according to 
statement by Par's architect, 
Charles M. Fox, who built the New- 
castle hall, 

Granada, Tooting, owned by Sid- 
ney Berfistein, indie exhib with 
legit theatrical interests, seats 4,000 
with standing room for half as 
many again, 


GOVT. BLOCKING 
STUDIOS NEW 
SYNC LIST 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

With most of the early foreign 
imports already back in their home- 
lands, and with official Washington 
not anxious to issue permits for 
more imports, studios are facing a 
shortage of good players for the 
large proposed program of syn- 
chronizations. 

Agents dealing in foreign players 
estimate there are not over 50 peo- 
ple to select from for leading roles, 
this going for both the few direct 
shots and the large number of 
syncs. Right now there are about 
a dozen versions in mind for early 
filming. 

Plenty of mediocre a and 
South American talent, but the 
players with real ability started for 
the home fireside when language 
production was called off at most 
studios four months ago. Studios 
would now like them back. 

Syncs No Cinch 

Syncs require good actors, ac- 
cording to the agents, more so than 
direct shots, as player must worry 
about timing and suiting dialog to 
character as played by another. 

To make up partly for lack of for- 
eign names, and also to help win 
back the foreign market, producers 
expect to use domestic stars who 
know another language in ver- 
sions as was previously reported. 
Adulph Menjou, Ramon Navarro, 
Greta Garbo, Elissa Landi, and 
Paul Lukas are a few of the name 
players who can branch out into 
versions. 

As.many foreigners now here 
have caused the government plenty 
of headaches, with not a few broke 
and counting on the gov. to ‘buy 
their return ticket, Washington 
wants studios to lay off bringing in 
more job holders. It’s certain Wash- 
ington won't let in the imports as 
fast as it did last spring. 

It looks like a good winter, 
though, for acting aliens already 
planted in Hollywood. 











‘Night Watch’ Two Ways 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

A return to foreign versions will 
be tried at Warners. Trial horse 
will be ‘The Wight Watch,’ which 
is to go both a domestic and French 
version. 

Michael Curtis 
English company. 


will direct the 





CALVO GOES HOME 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Finding Rafael Calvo, Spanish 
character actor, too hard to cast in 
Spanish versions, Fox let his option 
lay and Calvo has returned to the 
old country. 

Worked in two pictures during his 





six months’ stay. 


‘ 


| 





Adopt ‘Le Mil Million’ Idea 


snatietal Sept. 21. 

With a scenario edited in Holly- 
wood, the Joinville, France, studio 
of Paramount has turned out an 
Italian version of ‘Morocco’ which 
will be released at the end of this 
month in Italy It is mostly the Eng- 
lish print. 

Method used to make the Dietrich 
story understandable to Italians 
was similar to English treatment 
given ‘Le Million,’ French made, 
now in this country. 

Additional sequences were spot- 
ted with Italian speaking characters 
against backgrounds similar. to 
those used in the original. Latin 
actors, as soldiers in the ranks, or 
visitors in the cabaret scenes, 
talked in that lanquage, explaining 
what was going on. 


ENGLISH EXHIBS 
FEEL UNEASY 


or 





London, Sept. 21. 


Increase in the bank rate and the 
general financial uncertainty over 
here now, coupled with the uneasi- 
ness caused by the new entertain- 
ment tax, brought about a drastic 
dror in business for distributors on 
this side. Exhibitors are keeping 
dates blank until the last minute to 
see what happens. 

Slump is felt even more than it 
would be because of the successful 
summer that was had here because 
of ceaseless bad weather. 


100%, AMERICAN EFFORT 
ON ENGLISH-MADE FILM 


American producers are wrought 
up over charges by a British of- 
ficiat- that they are using British 
studios as a blind to inferiorate the 
British industry and deliberately 
making such pictures poor so as to 
make Hollywood goods profit in 
England by the comparison. 

The Hays Office concedes that 
only two 100% American produc- 
tions have been made in England by 
Americans. Instead of inferior, 
Haysites point out, they are meet- 
ing with more success than the 
average Hollywood-made feature. 

One of the features is ‘These 
Charming People,” produced by 
Paramount. While now in its lesser 
run this. picture early in its release 
was pronounced a hit on both sides 
of the Atlantic. Other feature was 
produced by Radio Pictures, ‘Sally 
in Our Alley’ and is now showing 
over there. 

Other productions made and be- 
ing turned out in English studios 
are declared not fully controlled by 
American producers and, therefore, 
not to be credited to the American 
industry. ‘Escape,’ made in Eng- 
land for Radio Pictures by Basil 
Dean, is in that class, it is de- 
clared. 

Crack at the American industry 
was made by Major-General Sir 
Frederick Maurice in a speech be- 
fore the British Empire Service 
League Conference at Toronto, re- 
cently, according to Haysites. 


Jordan Permit Plea 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Metro is endeavoring to get the 
Department of Labor to allow it to 
keep Egon Von Jordan, German 
player, in the country longer. 

Player has already been allowed 
two extensions and the present con- 
test came up when he was told by 
the government there’d be no more 
extra stretches. 

















2 Films in Berlin 


Berlin, Sept. 21. 

‘Smiling Lieutenant’ (Par) opened 
here to much favorable comment. 
although Berlin dailies took a fall 
out of the story, claiming it un- 
original and too much on the same 
lines as ‘Love Parade.’ 

Chevalier's acting and Lubitsch’s 
direction came in for high praise 
on all sides and film looks lke easy 
box office. 

Buster Keaton’s film ‘Free and 
Easy’ (Metro) got a cold reception 
from both press and public. Gen- 
eral opinion is that Keaton’s work 
is hurt by the talk. Will probably 
do only mild business here. 





50,000 MEX TEST FEET 


Metro Sends Crew to Mexico City 
With Equipment 








Mexico City, Sept. 21. 

With the object of seeing what 
can be done in Mexico in the way of 
making Spanish talkers, Metro has 
sent a unit of three down here to 
take 50,000 feet of typical Mex ac- 
tivities. That’s to include bull 
fights, scenic wonders, etc., and will 
go as test material. 

Unit, whch has $150,000 worth of 
equipment, is headed by Thomas 
Kilpatrick. It includes Leonard 
Smith, cameraman, and Antonio 
Samaniego, sound expert. 

Samaniego is Ramon No 
brother, 


107, EXTRA FILM 
TAX MAYBE IN 
ENGLAND 


London, Sept. 21. 

One of the toughest tax legisla- 
tion proposals ever figured out any- 
where in the world is being consid- 
ered secretly here by the Emer- 
gency Cabinet. Proposal is to place 
a 10% ad valorem duty on all film 
products, above and beyond the 
regular footage tax now current. 

Move means that American dis- 
tributors here will have to assess 
the .value of their talkers and pay 
according te the plan, by a book 
declarng a nominal value. Pass- 
ing the excess bookings to the 
New York office will be prevented, 
according to the play, by a book 
probe, with five or 10% tax on book- 
ing grosses when in excess of the 
original estimates. 

Suggestion is that the money 
gathered in this way should be used 
as a government subsidy for British 
“production when the National Bud- 
get balances again. 

It is really a sop to the vested in- 
terests to prevent complaints when 
the tax is publicly proposed. 

Thus far conferences on the new 
tax have been secret, with the un- 
derstanding that the government 
will introduce such legislation when 
ready. If passed, it will prove the 
biggest entertainment sensation 
here in years. 


IMPORTANT ELECTION 
ON CITY OWNERSHIP 


Sept. 21. 

City elections in Oslo, Norway, 
next fall will carry a vote on 
whether theatres ought to return to 
private ownership instead of the 
present Communistic trust. 

Special interest attached to the 
vote because if passing, it would 
break the current communistic 
booking combine which is detri- 
mental to those American distribu- 
tors maintaining Norwegian ex- 
changes. 

As things are currently, the trust 
books product from visiting sales- 
men who represent producers not 
maintaining exchanges here and 
uses this product as a bludgeon for 
filling dates. That w way, trust com- 
pels price cutting by the existing 
exchanges, 

American exchanges now existing 
are unable to cover their overhead 
because of this situation. 


varro’s 














Paris, 





‘Montmartre’ Money 


Paris, Sept. 21. 
‘Faubourg Montmartre’ (Natan) 
moved into the Ermitage and reg- 
istered. Looks like big business 
ahead. 


Film was directed by Raymond 
Bernard. 


Italian Newsreel Deal 


Paris, Sept. 21, 
J. Carlo Bavetta, Fox chief here, 
is back from Rome. 
He put the finishing touches on 
Fox’s newsree] deal with Luce. 
while in Italy. 





Tobis After Expansion Everywhere: 
Wants Americans in Germany and 


Expects to Land Emelka Some Day 





Iaoks like “the Tobis combine tg 
making a world splurge for expan. 
sion along all fronts. Several tie. 
ups it has made within the past few 
months with American companies 
indicate Tois’ position may shortly 
topmost of any company 
outside the United States. 

Tom Delehanty’s recent agree- 
ment arrangement with Tobis, 
signed in London, practically means 
that Tobis is the Pathe agent in 
Germany. Universal is currently 
dickering with Tobis for 16 pictures, 
Tobis is also talking to Paramount 
and Metro, trying to convince one 
or’ both that they should produce 
versions in Berlin. 


become 


Tobis’ argument in inducing 
Americans to come to Berlin is that 
such a move would practically ane 
hihilate the German kontingent, 
favored only by the nationalistic 
Ufa side. 

Another important move is that 
Tobis will probably eventually get 
its hands on Emelka, which has a 
number of good theatres, Tobis® 
only lack in Europe. Emelka is now 
under financial control of Albert 
Kohan, French banker, and is okay, 


thanks to Paramount, which igs 
helping it for play date concessions, 
Likelihood is, however, that Emelka 
will eventually tie in with Tobis. 


Tobis is contracted to give Ufa 
most favorable recording prices in 
Europe. But Tobis is undercutting 
Ufa through the French Epinay 


studios, where recording rates are 
lowered for Tobis’ own French pro- 
duction. 

One angle as seen by the trade is 
that Tobis’ American branching out 
in a theatre and distribution way is 
really minor to Tobis’ intention of 
keeping in close touch with the 
American majors by being on the 
ground. 


NO HOLLYWOOD 
B. R. FOR ALIEN 
STUDIOS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Requests are filtering into Holly- 
wood from nearly every major 
country to bankroll proposed pro- 
ducing outfits for foreign language 
films, 

These countries are excited over 
prospects of having studios of their 
own, until they try to dig up a 
backer. ‘Rarely does a_ bankroll 
show up, and then the promoters 
turn to Hollywood in an attempt to 
raise the dough. They offer all 
kinds of inducements, even to are 
ranging legislation to favor the 
company’s pictures in that country. 
So far as known, no one here has 
fallen for the promoters. 

What most of these natives have 

in mind is another Joinville 
Majority of offers have come from 
South America, each promoter be- 
lieving pictures could be produced 
in his country for that entire con- 
tinent. 
Mexico’s new studio, which hasn’t 
made anything to date, set an ex- 
ample for these other countries. 
They're all hot for little producing 
centers of their own. 











2d Newsreel House 





Paris, Sept. 21. 
Reginald Ford is about ready to 
open a second newsreel theatre on 
the Boulevards, with 100% Fox 
program. 
Ford's first house, with a 
gram of mixed reels, is doing 


pro- 
well, 





Jannings’ Dual Work 


London, Sept. 21. 
Emil Jannings is dickering with 
Gainsborough, Gaumont_ British 
subsid, for a talker to be made here. 





Jannings is due in London short- 
ly for legit. Idea is to make the 
same time. 


picture at the 
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SHE’‘LL MAKE YOU LAUGH 
WITH TEARS IN YOUR EYES! 
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FROM “CIMARRON’S” 


















SWEEP ANOTHER 





~ STEPS TO STARDOM 





: Remember Mrs. Wyatt, 
: the town gossip of the 
: frontier, who brought 
” down the house every 
“ time she walked onto 
<3 the screen in Cimarron? 








Here she is ina heart- 
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Theatre Advertising as Indicated 


From Various Cities 
On Week Days 
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"g5c—i:30 TO 6:30 P.M. THESE 2 BIG HITS! 
Giant Inaugural Program! 
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‘JACKIE COOGAN —MITZI GREEN 
JACKIE SFARL—JUNIOR DURKIN 
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Wizard of Radio! Ace of the Air! 
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Once a Year 

Comes a Show 

as Goeat as 
This! 


Spectaculacf 

Entertaining! ; 
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WIE LIGHTNER 


The .Wnd Sereata of | 
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EXPLOITATION 
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Rolls His Own 


Eli M. Orowitz, of the RKO home 
office exploitation staff, long ago | 
decided that reading press books} 
was a waste of time, so now he} 
looks at a feature and works out 
his own gags, Which usually pan 
out better than the perfunctory 
sugzesti contained in the aver- 
- campaign sheet. 

For U's ‘The Homicide Squad’ he 
has worked out a standard cam- 
paign in which the police force 
work with the theatre on all first 
dates and sell tickets on a 25% 
commission, which is turned over 
to the mayor for the local unem- 
ployment fund. The exploitation 
angle is a campaign through the 
daily papers to encourage a greater 
respect for the law anc its en- 
forcement officers, and to date 
scarcely a paper in any town where 
the stunt is worked has refused to 


ons 


take the stuff over to the front 
page for a daily break. The re- 
ceipts in every instance have left 


a net profit above the usual take, 
even after the police commission 
has been deducted. 

For the same company’s ‘East of | 
Borneo’ the winning idea has been | 
a contest for children. All they 
have to do to win cash or ticket 
prizes is to count the number of 
animals shown in the feature. Con- 
test is generally connected to some 
special matinee and the kids are 
warned that just guessing won't get 
them anywhere. It’s a good cir- 
culation stunt and most papers are 
kicking in with from $30 to $50 
prize money. 

Orowitz is the first probably, to 
use the ringer photo stunt for pic- 
ture publicity. He shot through 
the window of Evans’s drug store 
in Philadelphia years ago, when he 
was one of Claud Saunders’ staff. 





‘Palmy Days’ Stunts 

Among the most pretentious cam- 
paigns any picture has ever had in 
New York is that prepared for 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA), bowing in at 
the Rialto tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day). Basis for the campaign is a 
‘Buy Now’ slogan which has acted 
as an open sesame in arranging tie- 


ups. 
. ‘Eddie 


| sells 





Large banners reading 
Cantor says enjoy ‘Palmy Days— 
Buy Now!’, to be placed in 125 store 
fronts along Broadway, with mer- 
chants tieing this up with a ‘Buy 
Now’ objective of their own. Child's 
restaurants throughout New York 
will put on a contest for its prettiest 
waitress, with Eddie Cantor to make 
the selection, and will display en- 
largements of Cantor and Barbara 
Weeks in restaurant windows. Con- 
test through an unnamed New York 
newspaper for a boy with the big- 
gest eyes, with similar contest 
around country and winner of finals 
to get part in Cantor's next picture 
for UA at $100 a day while on the 
set plus all expenses. 

Personal appearance of Cantor in 
window of Doughnut Machine com- 
pany store at 45th and Broadway 
Friday (25), making doughnuts for 
an hour, with waitresses in shop 
wearing costumes used in the pic- 
ture. In addition, 5,000 window dis- 
plays promised by this company in 
stores around the country. Huge 
flag banners on the ‘Buy Now’ angle 
to be flown from 25 flag-poles in the 
midtown area. Book stores handling 
‘Yoo Hoo Prosperity,’ Cantor book, 
special window displays. 

A parade on Friday (25) of 200 
trucks of the Continental Baking 
company, carrying banners on both 
sides and cavalcade headed by a 
sound truck that is being brought 
down from Boston. At own expense, 
this company will also give window 
displays in 10,000 stores, tieing up 
‘Buy Now’ slogan with bread, cakes, 
etc. 

Displays in all stores handling 
Underwood typewriters in Greater 
New York through Cantor having 
written a booklet 100,000 copies of 
which will be given away. 

Later on, arrangements will be 
carried forward through the Dough- 
nut Machine company for a national 
dunker’s organization, and United 
Artists will have a band outside the 
Rialto at the opening. 


Broadened Contacts 


House-to-house canvasses on be- 
half of pictures or picture enter- 
prises are nothing new. Generally 
the work is done by high school 
girls or young matrons in their 
spare hours. During the past sum- 
mer a small-town manager has am- 
plified the idea. He is sending his 
representative after the farm trade. 

He was able to make a deal with 
a middle-aged woman, one of the 
type with the priceless faculty of 
making friends quickly. She has 
her own car @nd during the summer 
she has been out every day, calling 
at all farm houses along her route 
and talking to the women about the 


shows, and also praising up the 
bargains to be had at the stores. 
Most of the prospects are so situ- 


ated that they have their choice of 
two towne, and it is her job to per- 
Buade therm to drive to the com- 
munity she represents. On her first 


visit she hands out a pass good for 
two persons. 

She is able to make only 15 to 20 
visits a day, 
want to sit down fora 


solidly. She visits all of the 
ladies’ aid and similar meetings, 
generally bringing some sample 
packages for distribution, and she 
jokingly says that she has made so 
many friends she feels she could 
successfully run for the state legis- 
lature. 


| 
| 


The theatre and the five mer- 
chants who get the bulk of the 
trade she brings in pro-rata the} 
small cost, and ali have found~it a 
paying proposition. 

Helping Schoo] Eds 

High schools and colleges are 

strong for school papers, and the 


weekly or even the daily is an im- 
portant part of the school life. Gen- 
erally they are started off with a 
rush when school opens, but they 
lag as the season passes and the 
obvious stories are all written. 


That's the time for the wise man- 
ager to come to the relief of the 
worried editor, whose chief head- 
ache is getting his staff to func- 


tion. Most managers know enough 
about the newspaper game to help 
out with suggestions for stories, but 
one manager goes a bit further. He 
offers a pass each week for the best 
written article and a double pass for 
the reporter who turns in the most 
copy for the week. He worked this 
the greater part of last season and 
has staried it again this year at the 
urge of the new editor, who was a 
reporter last year and knows how 
well the idea worked. 

In return, the. paper runs a quar- 
ter column or more about the com- 
ing attractions and frequently adds 
a cut. Better still, they do not de- 
mand a paid ad, since the manager 
knows the staff well enough to as- 
sure them that the home office will 
not permit other than newspaper 
ads, 


Painted Billboards 


In the present «conomy drives the 
billboards have been hit pretty 
hard. With two changes a week 
two posters are used, except where 
block posters are locally printed, 
and as a rule a limited number of 
these required for the single house 
is as expensive as accessory paper 
at 15c a sheet. 

One manager has met the prob- 
lem by retaining the boards, but 
painting them with institutional 
copy with a space into which the 
title may be slipped. These titles 
are lettered on odd scraps of com- 
poboard by the house sign writer. 
The strips are painted and lettered 
on both sides. When the bill is to 
change, in the middle of the week, 
an usher goes around and reverses 
the slips already advertising the 
first half. When the cards are to 
be replaced, the manager drives 
around in his car and the usher 
slips in a new card and turns in the 
old one. These are again repainted 
in a new ground color and. then let- 
tered for the following week. Both 
sides are painted at the same time 
and the cards are dried in a shal- 
low V trough which prevents the 
wet paint from becoming blurred. 

The manager figures that each of 
his 20 boards costs him less than 
10c a week for the change. It seems 
to work as well as posted paper, 
and there are never any wash- 
downs. 


His Third Party 


Astoria, Ore. 

As usual Edgar Hart opened the 
new Fox season at the Liberty with 
a street dance in front of the the- 
atre, the street being roped off to 
all traffic from 8 until 11. From 8 
to 9 there was a vaudeville show 
by local acts on a stage raised five 
feet from the pavement, then the 
grand march, led by the mayor and 
other civic dignitaries, followed by 
dancing to the music of a volunteer 
orch. until 11 when the last show 
started in the theatre with the 
street acts repeating on the stage. 
House was open throughout the 
evening with plenty going in to 
park their tired dogs and the rest 
taking in the last show. 

Usher staff, in new uniforms, dis- 
tributed pink lemonade and cookies, 
donated by merchants, and 71 not- 


able guests, including all of the 
clergy, watched the fun from the 
theatre’s outdoor balcony. Third 


season the house has 
with a block party 
rather expects 


been opened 
and the town 
it now. 


Ennis Masked Girls 
New York City. 
some p.a’ing for 
Moss’ new Broadway, New York, 
opening mixed bill. Ennis had a 
couple of dumplings in masks and 
freaky ‘Pagan Lady’ costumes 
handing out lump sugar to rubber 
necks. 

Ennis is exploiting for Columbia, 
but when the girls .were asked 


Bert Ennis did 





where Ennis came in they answered 
he was with Moss, 





v 





Timely Copy 


There comes a time aiong in Sept. 


for most farm wives and Oct. when it is too soon to start 
P chat with so| the home furnaces and yet too cold 
| friendly a person, but she sells and for a day or two to be comfortable. 


Some small town managers make 
an annual practice of advertising 
the fact that their steam heat has 
been turned on and urging the en- 
tire family to come dowr and keep 
warm. Frequently the timely 
throwing out of a circular attrac- 
tively presenting the idea will build 
a big business. 

In some sections this idea is 
carried a bit further and now and 
then through the winter there is 
an urge to bank the fire and come 
to the show. Where the admission 
is small, it can be pointed out that 
the saving in coal and light will 
pretty closely approximate the cost 
of the tickets. It may not be sound 
argument, but it is presented at- 
tractively and it often works. 

Another gag on the same lines is 
to maintain relations with the 
plumber. Whenever a call comes in 
for repairs necessitating the draw- 
ing of the fire, the plumber tips off 
the theatre and the head of the 
house gets a letter tactfully ex- 
pressing sympathy and suggesting 
that the theatre will be a haven of 
refuge until repairs are made. It’s 
a small draw, but it costs only a 
stamp and a sheet of paper. 


Closing Contests 


Some exhibitors do not seem to 
realize that contests must have a 
definite time for closing, if the 
postal regulations are to be com- 
plied with. This closing time should 
be observed in all contests in which 
mailed replies are received or in 
which the stunt itself is advertised 
in the newspapers or otherwise by 
mail. If, for any reason, the time 
is extended, the postmaster should 
be notified of the extension and his 
consent obtained. ° 

Even where a contest is not a 
lottery, there are certain postal 
forms to be observed, and it is just 
as easy to do this as to find out 
through being checked up. 


Money Bags 


For money titles, such as ‘Smart 
Money,’ it is always a good gag to 
use the money bags you should be 
able to borrow from the bank. 
These are printed up with the sum 
supposedly contained in the bag, 
and if you can get some $10,000 and 
$5,000 bags, you can stuff them with 
washers borrowed from the hard- 
ware store and make a really con- 
vincing display. 

Another good gag is to obtain a 


single bag for display in the window 
of the bank with a sign stating that 
the contents of the bag will be dis- 
tributed from the front of the thea- 
tre, or some more favorable spot, at 
a stated time. The bag, of course, 
contains ~rernnies (preferably new 
ones) and for a few dollars you 
can get a scramble that will be the 
talk of the town for weeks. 

It might be well to place the bags 
beyond easy reach. Some years ago 
a Florida manager decorated his 
lobby Saturday night after the show 
and spent all day Sunday looxing 
for the bags, which were finally 
found some miles out of town, 
where they had been discarded. 








Selling the Form 


If you want to make certain that 
|a form letter will be read, try the 
| misspelled word idea to get atten- 
tion. Print at the top of the letter 
‘Free tickets!’ and follow with some 
copy along these lines: 

‘In this letter there are a number 
of words purposely misspelled. Per- 
haps there are some we did, not in- 
tend to spell wrongly: but, anyhow, 
there are a lot of intentional mis- 
takes. Pick out all the errors, un- 
derscore the words and return this 
platter with your name and address 
signed at the bottom. Five tickets 
will be given for the largest list of 
corrections, with 25 single tickets 
for the next best lists. Standard 
dictionary to decide the spelling.’ 

In searching for errors the recipi- 
ent is bound to get the sense of the 
message, and even if they do not 
enter the contest, most persons will 
look for the mistakes merely to see 
how clever they are. You can figure 
that for every reply received from 
five to 10 others have read the let- 
ter carefully. 

Those who do reply 
freshen your mailing list. 





will help 





Speeding Sickness 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Fred V. Green has another new 
one. Persuading physicians to send 
him names and addresses of all who 
are sick. Sends them cards with 
a cheer-up message and an invita- 
tion to come to the Penn theatre as 
a guest when out of bed again. 
Letter to the docs admits it’s an 
advertising gag for the house, but 
points out the psychological value 
of giving the patient the idea that 
he will be better soon. 

Most of the physicians are send- 
ing in names, though the average 
doctor is in no hurry to get rid of 
a patient. Stunt has the endorse- 
ment of the Chamber of Commerce, 
so they feel they ought to. 








BEHIND 





the KEYS 





Worcester, Mass. 
E. M. Loew has transferred R. 
Lawson as manager from Family to 
the Olympia. He succeeds E. G. 
Poliard. Herbert Bloom of Lynn be- 
comes manager of the Family. 





Rochester, N. Y. 
Max Mink, assistant at RKO 
Temple, goes to Schenectady as as- 
sistant at RKO Plaza, 





Macon, Ga. 

Art Barry, of Lakeland, Fla., here 
to take over management of the 
Publix theatres, succeeds R. M. 
Swanson, who goes to Miami Beach 
to manage the Community theatre. 
Barry is a brother of Jack Parry 
of the P-P home office. 


Des Moines. 

Central States Theatre Corp., 
operating three houses in Fort 
Dodge, posted $100 reward for info 
leading to the arrest of person 
throwing a flash bomb in the lowa 
theatre in that city. Audience 
walked out quietly despite smoke. 


Los Angeles. 
Hollyway, Los Angeles, taken 
over by George T. Browne; Stearns, 
Fillmore, Cal., by Hi Peskay; Para- 
mount, Coachella, Cal. closed; 
California, Santa Barbara, closed. 


Chicago. 
Divisional Director Bill Elson, 
RKO, sends Robert Haley from the 
Granada, South Bend, to the Majes- 
tic, Springfield, Ill. He will handle 
publicity. 
Reversing the geography, George 
Gambrill goes to South Bend to 
manage and exploit the Granada. 


New York City. 

Manhattan Playhouses chain will 
alter the policy of a number of its 
Harlem theatres. 

San Jose, playing Spanish-lan- 
fuage stage shows and pictures, will 
zo in for a two-a-day stage show 
policy in Spanish. Regun takes on 
Spanish talkers only, and Mt. Mor- 
ris. formerly straight pictures, will 
add six acts each half. 





Bronx. 
Chris Egan, manager of Fox Park 
Plaza, transferred to same circuit’s 
Valentine. G. Salmon succeeds at 
Park Plaza, 





Seattle. 
J. Lloyd Miller up from the floor 
to secretary and assistant treasurer 
yat the Orpheum. Succeeds Harold 
Leach, promoted to ass’t mgr., Or- 
pheum, Tacoma. 





Minneapolis. 

Morgan Ames, RKO division man- 
ager here, is making promotions 
within the ranks. At Omaha Ran- 
dall Mclivane, formerly chief of ser- 
vice at-the Orpheum, made asst. 
mgr. John Lempke same thing at 
Des Moines Orpheum. Clayton Near 
back as asst. at Orpheum here. Re- 
placing Dick Gaston who returns to 
the RKO Seventh Street as man- 





ager. Stanley Kreuger. new in the 
show business, asst. at Seventh 
Street, 

Hollywood. 


The Hughes-Franklin automatic 
Studio theatre has cut night admis- 
sion in half to 25c. 





Yonkers, N. Y. 
George H. Miner, manager of 
Loew’s Yonkers, since that theatre 
was opened Feb. 1, 1928, is now 
manager of Loew's State, New 
York City, key house of the Loew 
chain in the east. Miner isa nephew 
of the late Henry C. Miner, noted 
showman of a generation ago. Greg- 
ory Ellis from the Plaza, Queens, is 

in charge of the Yonkers house. 





Taylorville, I. 

Elks theatre, lease upon which 
has been abandoned by Fox, will be 
taken over by local business men. 
House will be reopened Oct. 15. 

Denver. 

Geo. Frantz manager of Fox at 
Montrose, Colo. 

The Pueblo, Pueblo, gone stage 
show, putting on Joe Marion at- 
tractions with 22 in the cast. 40c. 
top, 25c. mat. With first run picts. 





M. L. (Fat) Saunders made man- 


School Contact 


One of the managers who appre. 
ciate what the schools can do for 
him, loses no chance to get in touch, 
His newest gag will be worked some 
time next month. He has arrangeg 
with the principal of the grade 
school to come over and lecture on 
what makes pictures talk He is 
going to take over some spare parts 
to put on exhibition and then tel] 
how these are to be assembled into 
the reproducer. It is an elaboration 
of a visit to the physics class dur- 
ing the spring term, when he lec- 
tured on the photoelectric cell. It 
| made such a hit that he was asked 
to come back in the fall with a 
more complete chat on the subject 
and he is trying to borrow some ex- 
hibits from his service station. 

He figures out that the young- 
sters will discuss the lecture at 
home and that he will get a much 
wider distribution of his advertising 
than is suggested by a chat to a 
student body. 

It probably would work as well 
at a Rotary luncheon, with perhaps 
an invitation to the members to 
drop around when the house is not 
open and take a look at the ap- 
paratus. It is a little late in some 
sections, but it is new where it has 
not been done before. And it’s in- 
teresting. 


Visible Tickler 


Many managers have a page to 
a day diary in which they enter 
work to be done on that day. It’s 
a good idea, but sometimes an ime- 
portant item may be overlooked. 

A better scheme was used by one 
man in the shape of a visual tick- 
ler. This was a series of six pine 
boards, stained and provided with 
a pair of hooks by which they were 
suspended from a wire stretched 
along one wall about five feet from 
the floor. There was space for six 
of these boards, each dated with a 
Friday date, which marked the 
start of the week’s show. 

Any advance dope was tacked to 
the proper board, and even the 
press sheet was pinned up, push 
pins being used in preference to 
thumb tacks. 

When the campaign was to be 
prepared, all of the hints for that 
week were in plain sight. When 
the campaign was cleared, the 
board was removed, given a new 
date and placed at the far end of 
the line, the others all being shoved 
up one space. 

The matter is constantly in 
view and the work for six weeks 
ahead was always under observa- 
tion. There was no turning of 
pages; merely a walk down the line 


— 





Bus Signals 
In a town where the theatres are 
fed by four interurban bus lines, 
the manager felt that he was losing 
some of the possible trade because 
people were afraid of missing their 
bus in their engrossment in the play. 
He arranged with two of the lines 
to reroute their busses to pass the 
theatre, as the remaining two al- 
ready did. 
Now the busses stop at the the- 
atre and the doorman snaps on @ 
switch which lights one panel of a 
four-panel annunciator. This ane 
nounces the bus that is waiting, 
and persons desiring to catch that 
line hurry from the house, time be- 
ing allowed for all to get conveni- 
ently out. As the panel is lighted 
for only half a minute, it doesn’t 
seriously detract from the screen, 
and now, instead of people staying 
away in fear of losing the bus, 
they plan to wait at the theatre for 
the car to come along. 
Each panel is wired to a switch 
by the entrance door to save the 
annoyance of sending someone back 
to turn on the light. 





Special Sins 
There is a chance for a good win- 
dow campaign on ‘My Sin’ through 
special cards playing up special 
Sins. One card, for example, can 
announce cigaret smoking as ‘my 
sin,’ but add that the brand adver- 
tised is not hurtful to health. Other 
sins can be candy, dresses or almost 
anything a merchant can offer for 
sale. The idea also is adaptable to 
a co-operative page. 
For a comedy slant the sins can 
carry humorous captions and be 
represented by whisky bottles and 
anything else imagination or local 
conditions may suggest. 


Revives Endurance Run 


Towanda, Pa, 

Looking for a lobby trick, Thomas 
Pawly, of the Keystone, revived the 
miles-to-a-gallon stunt with the 
Buick people providing a straight 
eight which was jacked up in the 
lobby. The tank was supplied with 
five gallons of gas and then sealed, 
Gag was to figure how many hours, 
minutes and seconds the car would 
run on that supply. 
Company offered $5 in gold and 
the theatre tossed in 10 tickets as 








ager by owner, J. T. Sheffield, 


consolations. 
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~ SAMUEL GOLDWYN 


Again Glorifies the American Box- 
fice with Another SMASH HIT! 





2m 


A Surging Niagara of LAUGHS adorned 


with the pick of the world’s most beau- 


tiful girls with Cantor here! Cantor there! 


= ai : ay ; q Cantor everywhere! Laughing and sing- 





eo : — > ing his way into your heart! Far and 
4 ' away the most pretentious entertainment 

: : ever to reach the talking screen! Positively 
sin. : = OUT-WHOOPS. “WHOOPEE”! 





sonia 


CANTOR! As an efficiency expert putting a 
bakery info the dough! CANTOR! As a 
doughnut expert giving a new twist to the 
cruller! CANTORI, As a spiritualist, bringing a 





i 7 7 | UNITED 
fortune back to life! CANTOR! The lover! Find-. ARTISTS 
ing romance among the buns’ and jelly-rolls! PICTURE 





Backed up by another big- UNITED ARTISTS Exploitation Campaign! 
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MARSH 
FRANCES 
STARR 
ANTHONY BUSHELL 
GEORGE E. STONE 


Directed by 
MERVYN LEROY 
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10 o'clock in the 
morning.....90° 
in the shade. 
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roadway sees STARS 
s FIRST NATIONALS 


HUNDERBOLT blasts all 
Opposition from the map! 
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me 
Evelyn Brent does the gir} 
ame THE MAD PARADE |, Evelyn Brent does the girl whory 
Miniature eviews Liberty prodection, and Fis ony i | bad and up frequently for repri¢ 


Talking Shorts 








SMITH and DALE 

‘La Schnapps, Inc.’ 

Comedy 

16 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y: 
Paramount 

Seventy-five per cent entertain- 
ment, well enough made and de- 
livering over enough laughs to make 
its way safely on best of bills. 
Won’t have anyone tearing their 
throats. 

The Smith and Dale team, doing 
Yid comedy, were once pals as ped- 
dlers. Then one went up into the 
multi-millionaire class, the other 
getting a part of the way as a cloak 
and suit man, with a nice showroom. 
Early sequence deals with reluct- 
ance of olden days recognition and 
efforts of c. and s. merchant to in- 
terest other in gowns. 

At the same time he’s trying to 
interest the more affluent gentleman 
in his niece, who turns out to be the 
dopiest stupe type around. The 
sales talk on marriage is set back 
by appearance of a flock of kids 
that weren’t supposed to. exist. 
Amusing but never hilariously so. 

Funniest is a sequence in which 
the one mugg gets the other, at 
great pains, to climb up four flights 
of stairs... This prolonged for fine 
attack on risibilities, with moving 
men up and down the staircase ball- 
ing up progress. 


Mort Blumenstock directed. His 
work fair. 
Supporting co. includes Vera 


Alexander, Alfred Hesse and Maude 
Hall, among cthers. 
On technical end, passable. 





rT. 
JOE PENNER and Co. 
‘Rough Sailing’ 
12 Mins.; Comedy 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone 1252 

Elaborated two-rd@el comedy. 
Better than fair laugh program 
filler. Laugh gargler is introduced 


as a clothing store dummy model- 
ling a yachting uniform. He picks 
up a girl on the street who mis- 
takes him for a sea captain. They 
go to a restaurant where seamen 
and rum runners are debating a 
rum running job. 

Mistaken for a mariner he is im- 
pressed to guide the ship on a dan- 
gerous mission. Lack of seaman- 
ship is discovered too late. Joe is 
Switched from the bridge to the 
cook’s galley where he has to pre- 
pare the real captain’s dinner, and 
do it well or else, This leads to 
plenty of rough stuff with the flour 
barrels, trick food and food throw- 
ing. It all ends up with a chase 
around a yacht tossing in a rough 
sea—both yacht and tossing sea be- 
ing the real thing. , 

Hero is saved by the arrival of 
a coast guard cutter in the knick 
of time and rewarded for capturing 
the gang. Mock dramatics all in- 
tensified by Penner’s goofy manner. 

Slapstick that accomplishes its 
purpose, Rush. 


‘LAUGHING WITH JOHN MED- 

BURY IN TURKEY’ 

10 Mins.; Travelog 
Mayfair, New York 
Columbia 

If most of the wisecracks in “Tur- 
key’ are spontaneous with Medbury, 
then he had better prepare a script. 
Otherwise he’d better forget the 
script and be spontaneous. One 
thing or the other, and possibly a 
humor hypo, if John P. hopes to 
keep the travelaughs to come as 
good as a few in the past. 

Turkey on the screen is well cov- 
ered in this short. From barbers 
to pig venders and harem attendees, 
little is overlooked. 

Some of the biggest noisemakers 
in audiences, that laugh at any- 
thing branded a comedy, laugh with 
Medbury at any and everything 
Medbury says. For that handful of 
people Medbury’s current style is 
okay. But, for those who know 
their bromides and don’t have to be 
told ‘There is a cat; do you see the 
cat?? Medbury might show a little 
more consideration in the travel 
serial. Waly. 


‘THANKS AGAIN’ 
EDGAR KENNEDY 
20 Mins.; Comedy 
Mayfair, New York 
R-K-O-Pathe 

Edgar Kennedy’s man about the 
house characterization continues to 
amuse the average fan, particularly 
father when the family has accom- 
panied him to the theatre. 

‘Thanks Again’ is like the rest of 





them. Plenty of slapstick with 
plenty of incidents repeated until 
that laugh pops and quite often 


after it has gone on the record. 

Airplanes as common carriers and 
more popular than autos is the Ken- 
nedy idea this time. He moves his 
family into a hangar. Then he 
breaks up the plane bit by bit with 
his tinkerings, using dresses and 
bedclothing to carry on his patch- 
work. 

It runs on and on like that. 
peeve after another registered 


One 


on 


the Kennedy face before bursting 
Out of the throat, and usually al- 
Ways tickling those risible parts of 
gone payee, Waly. 


JAMES GLEASON 
‘Slow Poison’ 

21 Mins; Comedy 
Cameo, New York 
RKO-Pathe 


Fair comedy, with a few good 
laughs and with several names. 
Story credited to Bugs Bear, which 
might be built up for draw pur- 
poses also. 

Greatest fault is that James Glea- 
son is given too little to do, with 
most of the laughs being handed to 
his support. Bad judgment, al- 
though Harry Gribbon and Mae 
Bush manage to keep the thing go- 
ing. 

Gleason is a fight manager and 
Gribbon the goofy pug, with Mae 
as his tough sweetheart. Miss 
Bush overacts; her fault or direc- 
tion? 

One of the funniest gag situations 
is where Gribbon can’t sleep, so 
Gleason tells him to count sheep. 
Can’t because they haven’t a sheep, 
with Gleason rustling one up and 
bringing it back to the room, with 
the rest of the night spent trying 
to make the anima] jump. Kauf. 





‘BIG HOUSE PARTY’ 

Band Novelty 

11 Mins. 

Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1268 

Capital novelty, introducing jazz 

band in comedy setting and a trick 

finish. 

Opens with crowd of convicts 

lock-stepping to their cells. When 

all are behind the bars on two tiers 

of a cell block, one steps through 

the iron door and, waving a baton, 


SS 


in a band number. 

All emerge from the cells to line 
up to accompany specialty dancers 
and soloists. Then into a burlesque 
football practice bit, all-the players 
dving pansy and overdoing it a bit. 
Surprise finish has the camera 
moving back and widening the field 
of vision to disclose that whole per- 
formance was part of a night club 
floor show, the cell block being set 
up at the far end of the dance floor. 
Just a new setting for a comedy 
band number and so far effective. 
Band routines and specialties swift 
and varied and subject stands up 
as a filler on its laugh average, 
music and trick finish. Rush. 





‘HOW I PLAY GOLF’ 
Bobby Jones No. 11 

11 Mins. 

Strand, New York 


This one is called ‘Practice Shots’ 
and illustrates a variety of strokes 
by the former Champion of Every- 
thing in Sight. Deft comedy twist 
is supplied by Louise Fazenda, with 
Evalyn Knapp contributing a touch 
of beauty, and James Cagney and 
others dressing up the scenery. 

Group is gathered for the filming 
with apparatus in place on the golf 
course practice tee, but the director 
is late. Jones, observing that he 
needs a little practice, doffs his coat 
and begins to hit mashie niblicks. 
Questions by the assembled players 
draws out his explanations, some of 
which depart widely from the usual 
advice of experts. 

For example, Jones recommends 
that the player take the wood clubs 
beyond horizontal on the back swing, 
and likewise says he prefers to play 
medium approaches to the green 
with a faint hook, which gives him 
better control. 

During these lectures, Miss Fa- 
zenda tries frequently to horn in 
with some goofy interruption. She 
is prevented only by Cagney’s hand 
over her lips. In the end, Miss Fa- 
zenda is lured to a distant spot to 
do her own practicing alone. She 
makes a vicious swipe at the pill 
for a comedy fall, and her crest- 
fallen departure is the laugh finish. 

Holds up the excellent average of 
the Jones series. Rush. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Istanbul to Bagdad’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

Another well studied exhibition of 
photography, ‘Istanbul to Bagdad’ 
is as ¢ducational as it is entertain- 
ing 

Scenes of mosques, ‘human 
horses,’ or men doing dray work, 
merchants floating about in clay 
boats—in fact, little out of the way 
details found in these strange parts. 

Despite the variety: of activities 
this subject is excellently knitted. 

Waly. 





‘Betty, Boop and Bimbo’ 

Cartoon Novelty 

7 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Engrossing cartoon matter, con- 
taining much that is original, A-1 
as filler anywhere. 

Action concerns boy and gir], plus 
a kid first mentioned is supposed 
to mind but forgets about in order 
to visit the other of the fairer sex. 





Cat is dragged in for laughy epi- 
sode. Char, 


directs the others, each in his cell, | 


(Subject to Change) 





*The Mad Parade’ (Par). All- 
woman picture of the war on 
which exploitation possibili- 
ties are legion. On merit, an 
in-and-outer and with no kid 
appeal. Chances for disap- 
pointing business greater than 
for the opposite, Story thin, 
dialog rough. 


‘Pagan Lady’ (Columbia). 
Story of rough women and 
roughnecks, unrelieved by re- 
ligious angle interjected half 
way. Best promotion is use of 
six featured names in cast. 
Otherwise lightweight. 


‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB). 
Beautifully produced picture, 
with a dull story. For the 
school trade and the followers 
of George Arliss, which makes 
quite a fan public at that. 


*Wicked’ (Fox). Elissa Landi 
starred. Old-fashioned tear 
jerker now too old to jerk 
tears or grosses. 


‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ (Col.). 
Kind of melodrama certain to 
please the masses and should 
be b.o 


‘Side Show’ (Warner Bros.). 
Circus story, mostly blah on 
the dramatic side but carried 
through for good results by the 
vigorous clowning of Winnie 
Lightner and Charles Butter- 
worth. Laugh response to cus- 
tard pie technique will carry 
it through to good score, 


"The Hard Hombre’ (Allied). 
A different western through 
laugh treatment. Good enter- 
tainment. Hoot Gibson starred. 
Okay for double feature bills 
and as single feature in many 
of the smaller houses. 


‘Is There Justice’ (Sono Art). 
Fluffy melodrama featuring 
Henry Walthal with Rex Lease 
in support. Too lightweight as 
a single feature. Should be 
able to round out on dual bills. 


‘Rubicon’ (Amkino). More 
Russ propaganda, but this 
time without art or subtlety. 
Just cold and deliberate come- 
on stuff, 


‘Karamazov’ (Terra). Dos- 
toyevsky’s novel in German. 
Exceptionally fine film artis- 
tically although doubtful box 
office. Beautifully acted by 
Fritz Kortner and competent 
cast, very finely photographed 
and with splendid background 
musical score. Too long and 
gruesome, though may be 
helped by Russian trade. 


‘Das Rhinelandmaedel’ (Aco). 
Poor German musical with fair 
acting and pretty backgrounds. 
Bad story and handling. 








A 











H. Hoffman, with associate producer, Her- 
man M. Gumbin. Directed by William 
Beaudine. From story by Gertrude Orr and 
Doris Malloy, with screen adaptation and 
dialog by Henry McCarthy and Frank R 
Conklin. Entire cast women excepting few 
extras. At Paramount, New York, week 
Sept. 18. Running time, 62 minutes. 

Beales WAI... ccgecccccsess Evelyn Rrent 
Mrs. Schuyler......-++ee.+------Irene Rich 
Fanny Smithers............Louise Fazenda 
Lil Wheeler..... eecesessssLilyan Tashman 
...Marceline Day 






..Fritzi Ridgeway 


Janice Lee@...cccece wésesecnvasss June Clyd2 
Bluebell Jones......+++..Elizabeth Keating 
Rosemary JoneS....++s.+se> Helen Keating 





An anomaly among pictures, the 
practical exhibition side of which 
will be proved as it gets circula- 
tion. A _ story entirely told by 
women, with women thrown initio 
the quagmire of life that war 
brought about, it’s an innovation for 
the screen. Valiantly playing mat- 
ter the weaker sex are no. supposed 
to be calloused enough to handle, 
this is product that has its strong 
moments. It also has its toddering 
side. Away from the novelty angle, 
which can be.exploited propitious- 
ly, both for men and women, there 
is nothing to indicate this won’t be 
an in-and-outer. It’s opportunities 
for bettering a theatre’s ordinary 
grosses are slenderer than chances 
it will turn business the other way. 
Not for kids. 

‘The Mad Parade’ is not half as 
mad as ‘The Big Parade’ was big. 
The cavalcade here is that of three 
or four ambulances, carrying a fe- 
male unit forward across a minor 
stretch of bombarded territory. 
Guns are not seen gorging out their 
projectiles until the last few feet. 
Thus the shell-bursting, etc., doesn’t 
ever seem to develop the menace 
for high dramatic effect. 

The picture fails in its illusion 
perhaps because the war thing has 
been more than overdone. 

Concerned here to a greater ex- 
tent are the nine women, They are 
all toughened by war and what it 
means. Sometimes it appears a lit- 
tle over-emphasized, particularly in 
the dialog. 

The argot of the gutter which be- 
came the language of the trenches 
for city and farmer boy alike, is 


spilled all over the place by the 
young women carrying out “The 
Mad Parade” With the picture 


down to 62 minutes it may have 
been that censors sat back and did 
a lot of snipping. 

While some of the dialog assumes 
the unnatural, it sometimes leads 
to dramatic punch. The scene in 
which one of the girls, a trouble 
maker, threatens another with’ ex- 
posure for serious violation of con- 
duct rules, ending in murder by a 
grenade, is the strongest. The dia- 
log ‘there is stinging, clicksure and 
dynamic. 

Boiled down, the story assays lit- 
tle meat. It is in the main built 
around the efforts of one girl to 
steal the boy friend of another, 
finally relinquishing the battle by 
going out to offer herself on No 
Man’s Land. Having been a bad 
girl, the inevitable makes for the 
fade. 

In only a couple of spots do you 
see men and then only hands or 
feet. At the finish when soldiers 
drag in the dead girl, you hear the 
tag; ‘Boy, that dame had plenty of 
guts.’ 

A little comedy relief for polish, 
most of itcoming from Lilyan Tash 
man’s predilection for the bottle, 
and from the scary Louise Fazenda. 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘The Mad Parade’ (Par).—A femme ‘Journey’s End’, done in a minor 
key without the emotional sock, characterizations nor dialog of the 
Although men will accept a picture without women in the 
cast, the reverse, as in this film, will not go with the gals, 


original. 





‘Pagan Lady’ (Columbia) —Tawdry, melodrama of love and religious 
fanaticism. Enjoyable entertainment for the ladies because of an attrac- 
tive cast led by Charles Bickford and Roland Young, 





‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB).—Disraeli diluted. 
of George Arliss in sweetly sympathetic sentiment; for children because 
it will help them with their American history. 





‘The Squaw Man’ (MGM).—Jerky, pompous, artificial ten-twent-thirt 
until Lupe Velez appears and breathes life into this grand old-style 


City gals will be inclined to sniff at it but the ladies of the 
provinces should have a swell time, 


romance, 





‘Wicked’ (Fox).—Tender scenes in a drama of mother love touch the 
But their pity is lessened by sequences in an 
unbelievably luxurious prison, their tears wasted by an abrupt, unsatis- 


hearts of feminine fans. 


factory ending. 





‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ (Col).—Designed for. men who like to consider 


themselves hardboiled about women. 


nothing for the femmes, 





‘Side Show’ (WB).—Joys and sorrows of a circus troupe dominated by 
Winnie Lightner and Charles Butterworth. 
not outweigh drama too insincere to command much sympathy. 





“Das Alte Lied” (Tobis). Awkward continuity prolongs this routine 
Cinderella story, but Lil Dagover's allure makes it worth the hausfraus’ 


time, 


‘Das Rheinlandmadel.’—Pleasing, light love interest, 
scenes of the Fatherland may compensate German ladies for an action- 


less, predictable plot, of little interest to American audiences, 


For matrons because 


This yarn of deep sea divers holds 


Good laugh sequences do 


and songs and 


» James Van Trees. 


mands on conduct. Here is a 
steady, brilliant performance except 
for the first few hundred feet, 

Before killed off, Fritzi Ridgewa: 
tops all as the eavesdropping, tale, 
carrying pest. Irene Rich Playg 
captain, not a big part. 

The camera work is only mod« 
erately good, but the recording ex. 
cels, principally in that scene 
where the voices though low comeg 
off the film very clearly. : 

This is an independently-pro« 
duced picture, distributed by Para. 
mount, Char. 


PAGAN LADY 


Columbia Pictures production and rele 
Directed by John Francis Dillon. Adapted 
by Bentamin Glaser from stage play of: 
same title by William DuBois. y 





nag nd mina, 
ut UNtET. . sceccvscessec.+-HVvelyn Bren 

Ernest TOAA. occseseewess....Conrad Nant 
Dingo Mike, pecccseeddes. Charles Bickforg:. 
Dr. Heath. ..ccccdesscseess-.-Roland Young: 


Mal TOA. .cccccccseveess. William Farnum. 
Wellle . wccee eeceseceweceses Lucille Gleason 
Jerry Willis. .cccccdescecscces Leslie Fenton 
Gwen WIMS. cccccececes C8 eocscees Gwen Lee 


Francisco ...eseese++++.Wallace MacDonalg 





‘Pagan Lady’ is something of @ 
lightweight through thinness ang 
familiarity of story, but may get 
something in fan neighborhoods 
from the several featured names, 
Those names should be wortn more. 
in the advance work than the story, 
And again though in the story @ 
certain brutality in treatment of bad 
women by bad men is suggested 
which may hold its angle for femme 
patrons. 

This pagan lady who got herself 
into a sort of ‘Rain’ situation had to 
do what hundreds of other picture 
actresses, talking and silent, have. 
done before her—turn down a nice 
boy in marriage because she didn’t 
belong. The nice boy here was the 
nephew of a reforming evangelist 
who wanted the boy to grow up 
godly. But the boy got his day or 
night on a deserted island with the 
temp girl friend because cf the w. k, 
thunder and lightning storm. 

The storm is quite the best of ihe 
picture, excepting the joint destruce 
tion in Havana, an all too-near ree 
production of the joint destroyer in 
‘Her Man.’ Havana is getting much 
good joint publicity in pictures like 
‘Her Man’ and ‘Pagan Lady,’ fut the 
joints on the screen look tougher 
than Havana's. 

This story starts off like a gange 
ster, goes into low down heart in« 
terest in free love, then gets to the 
middle with the reformer and sap 
boy, when the story blows up. It’s 
too difficult to handle a religious 
angle in any picture, as disclosed by, 
‘Miracle Woman.’ 

So the story keeps on faltering 
therenfter, right up to its foolish 
finish, when the boy goes back to 
church and the girl goes back to her 
man, instead of going to hell, where 
she probably went. But her man 
promised to quit the racket if she 
had a baby, etc. 

Nothing noteworthy in the come 
pany. Charles Bickford looked the 
best. Evelyn Brent as the bad girl 
never looked it, and photography, 
didn’t help that handicap. It seemed 
miscasting for Miss Brent. Conrad 
Nagle made the good boy a washout 
in appearance and actions, but role 
obliged the boob stuff. Only sacre- 
ligious thoughts would stop any 
audience laughing outright at the 
antique ideas and dialog between 
William Farnum as the reformer 
and Nagel as his sappy student. 
Dialog pretty rough often, too 
much so at times. Range of story, 
properly thought pointed enough to 
create talk for film fans, but doubt- 
ful. That stuff has worn off the 
edges of the points through repeti- 
tions. 

Most interesting matter in ‘Pagan 
Lady’ is whether that thunder and 
lightning storm is Dunning? Sine. 





Alexander Hamilton | 


Warner Bros. production and release, 
Stars George Arliss, Directed by John 
Adolf, From play of same name by Mr. 
Arliss and Mary Hamlin, played by Arlis# 
in New York 14 year8 ago. Cameraman, 
At the Pony wooa, N.Yv 
for grind run starting Sept. 16. 
time, 70 mins. 
Alexander Hamilton..........George Arliss 
Mrs. Hamilton.......... ese+»- Doris Kenyon 
Senator Timothy Roberts....Dudley Digges 
George Washington..........Alan Mowbray, 


Running 


Mr. Reynolds,.cccccsvcesecces Ralf Harolde 
Mrs. Reynolds.......- Secseove June Collyer 
Chief Justice Jay......¢..,.Montague Love 
General Philip Schuyler.....Lionel Belmore 
James Monroe... ccccccceces Morgan Wallace 
Martha Washington,..... Gwendolin Logan 


Count Talleyrand... 
Whalen 
Zezial . 


eceee. John TT, Murray, 
pebeccecdccccccces. Charlies Evans 
Socccccccs John Larkin 






Mrs. Bingham.... imceded Evelyn Hall 
First ex-Soldier.. eee Russell Simpson 
Second ex-Soidier....cccccess James Durk'n 





One of the vital scenes of the pic< 
ture is the singing ‘Drink to Me 
Only With Thine Eyes,’ and that’s 
the sort of picture it is. Nobody dis- 
putes that ‘Drink to Me Only With 
Thine Eyes’ is a sweet melody and @ 
charming sentiment, but they don't 
play it on hurdy gurdies any more. 
Thus, ‘Alexander Hamilton’ is an 
ancient song, sung in a jazz age. | 

Arliss, it goes without saying, ill 
make it profitable commercial prod- 
uct, and the producers are entitled 





j 


to credit for staging it in the best 
possible manner, but there is noe 
(Continued on page 26) 


Brent, Conrad Nagle, Charles Bint 
Roland Young, William Farnum and Lu. 
cille Gleason featured. Cameramen, Nore. 
man Brodin and Gus Peterson. At Moss". 
Broadway, New York, Sept. 19. Running 
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All marx BROTHERS 
* MONKEY BUSINESS’ 


Coast to coast sensational clean-up now on! Greatest audience picture 
of this or any other season! Directed by Norman McLeod. 








This is just 
the start! 








a! Paramount Theatre. 


““Opened ‘Monkey 
Business’ yester- 
day to greatest 
business the Para- 
mount has ever 
seen and that 
means 50% above 
the average.”” 


Plaza Theatre. 
El Paso, Tex. m 
+*+*+Monkey Business’ 
opened El Paso Sat- @a% 
urday to biggest om 
business in 
history of 
Plaza The- 
atre,”” 



























Paramount Theatre, 
SanFrancisco,Calif.: 


‘Monkey Busi- 









Indiana Theatre, 


Indianapolis, Ind.: , pened Par 
‘ ness’ 0 ” 































zy EM “Four Marx Broth 
333 ; -: amount San Fran- 
. ay knocked Old : cisco to greatest 
i. Depression number of people 
ed — as box in single day since 
ce hummed to. reopening of the- 
good old tune of | atre,”’ | 








1928."” 


PARAMO 
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Lights and shadows of a great city. Up from the four million 












to the four hundred, from river barge to Park 


Avenue. Tingling story of ambitious youth< 


peo fA 
with the amazing skyline of New York... birthplace of 
Theodore Roosevelt, Al Smith and Jimmie Walker as the 


background.. * Laughter of ladies who 





live on their beauty. Smiles of girls whose hearts are true. 
Saints and sinners of the city of subways in a thrill-and- 
throb romance of today. * For youth, for it shows youth 


fighting ... winning. For their elders also for in it is 







Meighan . 


| in his most human role...as a father 


any son would love, with a son any girl 


would be fond of. 


SKYLINE 


Begins Friday THOMAS MEIGHAN 


ROXY HARDIE ALBRIGHT 


MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN ¢ DONALD DILLAWAY 
HITS MYRNA LOY ¢ STANLEY FIELDS 


| L 
'e ~ A SAM TAYLOR Production 
HABIT 
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UNION MATTERS WASHED UP 








Sheep-Like Exhibs Can't Break 
Double Feature Grip—Chi Area 
Tied to Policy Another Year 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 


Double features are harnessed on 
Chicago and territory for another 
year, at least. 
circles, 
bills are as sure to 
mother-in-law. 

Biggest blow to the single-feature 
boosters occurred last week, when 
the ace southside houses, which had 
remained aloof from the panic, went 
double-feature at the Warner Av- 
alon and Capitol, and the Publix- 
B.&kK. Tower. These iheatres were 
former winning vaude and stage 
show spots, and were figured to ré- 
turn to flesh this season. 

Warner is slated to continue its 
dive into the double-program ocean, 
and spread the bargain into all its 
midwest theatres. This means the 
Stratford next week, the last of 
the local Warner houses still single- 
bill, and the Indiana towns of EIlk- 
hart, Goshen and Whiting. These 
to go before the end of the month, 
with Hammond and Indiana Harbor 
ticketed to fall into the bargain 
counter snortly following. 

Understood that Publix-Great 
States, which has remained stead- 
fastly one-program, is feeling the 
pinch of pressure from double-bills 
in surrounding terrrtory, and will 
shortly crumble into two-features in 
a number of up-state spots. These 
houses are in a panic, with the 
managers exhibiting their usual 
sheep-like eagerness to do what the 
fellow across the street is doing. 


In the more moody 
it’s claimed that the two- 
stick as a 


Keep Scale Up! 

As claimed by the majority of 
managers, their reason for going 
bargain counter is that the com- 
petitor is doubling. But when fig- 
ured by the few leaders, it has 
something to do with economics. 
These men have concluded that they 
have either of two steps: the re- 
duction of prices, or the increase of 
the commodity. They’ve chosen the 
latter route for the most part, cal- 
culating that it’ll be easier to go 
back to single features than to a 
higher tariff. Several out-of-town 
theatres, not touched by the double- 
feature notion, have taken the for- 
mer road, and have nibbled some 
nickels off their admission prices. 

Every exhibitor dealing on the 
Iocal film row has already settled 
the to-be-or-not-to-be question flat- 
ly. For all exhibitors in the ter- 
ritory, are buying, and have bought 
product for the coming year on the 
double-feature premise. This is from 
the big circuit locally, Publix, to 
the smallest shooting gallery. 


Disastrous For Shorts 


Exchanges are riding easy, with 
€ven the indie distribs getting fat 
after some lean years. Most badly 
injured by the panic is the shorts 
market. Locked out cold in the 
great majority of the houses, with 
just a few loop and stage show 
spots left for them to fill-in. Ex- 
changes have largely abandoned 
their last year’s ottempt to tie-in 
the shorts with the features. Ex- 
hibs who were jacked into buying 
"em last season, put their moniker 
On the contract, but neglected to 
pick 'em on their play-dates. Ex- 
changes were hesitant about taking 
such squabbles to court, and usual- 
ly managed to work the fracas out 
in new deals. 

While the wholesale tying-in of 
Shorts has been tossed out of the 
window, the exchanges, however, 
are Squeezing in the one-reelers 
with features. Exhibitors are will- 
ing on this deal, being able to find 
minutes on their program for the 
Small fillers. But the two and more 
reelers are flitting right through 
Chicago without stopping, and not 
figuring on settling locally for an- 
Other season. 

Placed down in numbers, #’s a 
Startling indication of the times. 
Out of some 350 theatres in Cook 


County, only 12 are not double fea- 
uring, 








Drummer’s Lament 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

For the last 21 years, Frank 
Nardozio has wanted te beat 
his bass drum in a theatre, 
but never a break. He has 
participated in every big pa- 
rade this burg has known and 
has kept step for many im- 
portant people—but he’s never 
had a theatre job. 

Last week the Stanley 
ed two bass drummers 
Nardozio s hired, 

Two days later, 
cians walked out. 


need- 
and 


the musi- 











Specialized Campaigns 
For UA’s Press Dept. for 
Exhibs of Small Towns 


On the aim to provide small town 
exhibs with 


to meet local needs, 
U. A. press  .uief, has organized a 
new subdivision in his department 
which will treat only with localized 
campaigns. This subdivision will be 
under the direction of Norris Wil- 
cox, nephew of Doug Fairbanks. 

Creation of the small town de- 
partment is an outgrowth of 
thought, as lent by Horne, to have 
the U. A. press dept. serve as an 
auxiliary arm for advice and ad- 
vertising treatment to the smaller 
exhibs. The department as formed 
is to be manned by experienced 
theatre p. a.’s from the picture 
field. 

The idea behind the move is to 
provide a continuing campaign, the 
nucleus only being mapped out at 
the home office with further advice 
coming from experiences and ad- 
vertising citations in the bigger 
spots. 

That way Horne hopes to build 
up the department in a progressive 
way with new ideas and slants on 
advertising and publicity to be 
constantly offered to the exhibs 
when films are actually played. 

3asic idea of the Horne plan is to 
provide proved advertising cam- 
paigns to subsequent or first runs. 
It comes as a trend in the new 
turn on general press book ideas 
and straight home office film adver- 
tising, angle being what is sug- 
gested from immediate as well as 
past experience and from theatre 
minds mostly. 


specialized campaigns 
Hal Horne, 





Fire Rules to Parry Free 
Show Intent Against Ochs 


What may be a move to thwart 
insurgent projectionists is the 
tightening up on the rental of film 
in Greater New York. Fire reguia- 
tions must be rigidly complied with 
by all who would rent film whether 
the projection is intended for the- 
atre, store or barn. 

Action got underway when at- 
tention of film executives was called 
to the latest phase of the Lee 
Ochs’ situation uptown in his bat- 
tle with union operators for his 
practice of employing non-union 
men in the booth. Supposed ges- 
ture against Ochs is reported to be 
the hiring of stores adjacent to 
Ochs’ theatres with intimations that 
free shows will be inaugurated. Op- 
erators previously tried free open 
air shows in this exhib’s territory, 
but were stopped. 








Rath Now Par Writer 


Fred Rath, formerly in Par's adv. 
dept., has a writer’s contract from 
Paramount. 

Assignment not yet made known 
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LEFT IN Dla? 
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AMR Usten tendis Albested | 


in Nice Accord with Thea- 
tre Managements—Labor 
Recognized Operating| 
Problems 


—__-—— 


ALL SATISFIED 


This new season’s union con- 
troversies simmering down to a few 
widely scaztterea towns where trou- 
ble still exists, 
City, Denver, Houston, San Antonio, 
Fort Worth and Boise, the chains| 
have secured lowered labor over- 
head and the unions with few ex- 
ceptions have been more than wil- 
ling to make concessions. 

According to Sam Dembow, Jr., 
who acted as chairman of the chain 
committee working out new union 
contracts, the stage hands, oper- 
ators and musicians have almost 
unanimously recognized the theatre 
operating problems of today. 

It is estimated unofficially on a 
basis of ‘deals’ made with unions 
in all parts of the country that at 
least 10% will be lopped off in the 
coming year on union labor in all 
three theatrical divisions. 

Refraining from making an of- 
ficial estimate, Dembow declares 
that the chains, while benefiting in 
many cases by lowered scales, in 
the majority of instances obtained 
concessions in working conditions, 
reduced number of men, elimina- 
tion of overtime, etc. 

Paterson and Perth Amboy, N. J. 
provided plenty of trouble. Chains 
felt that Paterson operators, cut 
down from $106.25 a week to $95 
and giving chains two hours extra 
daily, with overtime computed on a 
15-minute rather than an hourly 
basis, would still be getting ‘an out- 
rageous salary.’ 

Local Unions 

In Perth Amboy, Publix last week 
brought in non-union men into two 
houses there, with arrest of man- 
ager and operators following on 
ground latter didn’t have license. 
I. A. T. S. E. stepped in, ordering 
the men back pending negotiations. 

Chains carried on most of their 
negotiations from the field, direct 
with locals, 

A few important situations where 
deals were made are: 

Miami—Operators took average 
cut of $15 for four men. At Hippo- 
drome (Publix) one man is cut off 
and scale reduced from $72.50 to 
5E 5. 

Minneapolis—For musicians in- 
stead of $96 for winter and $70-$75 
for summer, new deal is 18 men at 
$96 and five at $75 for 40 weeks: 15 
men at $96 and three at $70 for the 
balance of year (12 weeks). In ad- 
dition, overtime eliminated. 

Boston—Extra man (musicians) 
given for some scale as 11 previous- 
ly cost, and overtime reduced. 

Settlement in St. Louis was on a 
basis of no musicians at all in St. 
Louis Amusement (WB) houses. 
Publix took four men and RKO two 
extra men. 

In Buffalo unions extended rebate 
and eliminated two men from Great 
Lakes and Century (Publix-Shea). 

Los Angeles is similar to Buf- 
falo in that wage rebate over sum- 
mer extended 10 weeks, with will- 
ingness of further extension if busi- 
ness isn’t better. 

Through this year’s negotiations 
all of the unions have dickered for 
two, three and four-year agree- 
ments, carrying same ratio of cuts 
as agreed on for one year. Chains 
wanted only a year. 

Differences 

Harry Sherman for Publix 
last week for Texas and 
points to clean up union matters. 
In Houston operators are demand- 
ing six days a week. With Dallas 
having settled for a $7.50 cut per 
man, it is believed that will obtain 
for Houston and San Antonio. 

In Boise and Salt Lake City it’s 
a question of number of men in the 
booth. In Denver, it’s an argument 
between musicians and stage hands 
over Publix plan to install organist, 
stage hands then demanding extra 
man. 

The Fort Worth controversy is 
unique in that it has developed 
stage hands local there has 


left 
other 
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\Chain Heads Deny Scale Cutting 
Will Develop Nationally as War: 
Loew's at Present Leading Cutter 


A lower level of admission prices, 
as a stimulant for business and at 
a time when economic depression 
is forcing theatres, mostly in 
highly competitive situations, to 
fight the biggest share of po- 
is feared coming 
ern what looms as a price-cut- 
ting war. ‘That may spread gener- 
ally over the country and take in 
all classes of theatres, regardless of 
announced intentions of som 
operators to resist reductions. 

Slashes in important keys, out- 
standing among them Cleveland, De- 
troit St. Louis and Toledo, with one 
instance pre- 
may end up as a 
chopping move by 
lowering the toll at box 


for 


the 


what 
price 


cipating 
national 
suddenly 
offices. 

While none 
firm existence 
time or its threat, 
considerable reduction 
made recently. 

Loew appears the most danger- 
ous at the moment, its position be- 
ing more on the fence so far as price 
retention and stabilization is con- 
cerned than the others. Publix, 
Warner Bros. and RKO maintain 
they will attempt to protect the level 
to which prices have been lifted in 
gradual growth of pictures from a 
25c, entertainment. 

Loew initiated the most drastic 
cut in Cleveland, nearly panicking 
opposition circuits (RKO and WB), 
which, however, according to Joe 
Plunkett and Dan Michalove, re- 
spective operators, are holding out 
vigorously. RKO made a 5 and 
10c. cut at the Hipprodrome but is 
maintaining scales at Palace and 
105th Street, Cleveland. 

According to Michalove, Warners 
will stick to 50c. top in Cleveland. 


Cuts Worrisome 

Meanwhile, Loew, with its cuts 
ranging from 15 to 33% in Cleve- 
land, is believed having the others 
a little worried. 

In St. Louis, the local managers 
are being very careful in calling 
price changing a price-cutting war. 
RKO there has dropped from 65 to 
50c in an apparent effort to cut in 
on the big busines done at the Am- 
bassador (WB). The St. Louis 
house is also putting out extra bally- 
hoo on increased quality of shows. 
Ambassador gets a 75c top, Fox and 
Loew 50c. 

Detroit got its first touch of box 
office lowering when Publix initiated 
the move there by reducing to a 60c 
top, nearer the regular 50c. top of 
competitors. If Fox and RKO cut 
below the 50c, it is believed this will 
precipitate a local battle there. 

On top of the Cleveland cut by 
Loew, that circuit has just dropped 
to 20c mats and 35c nights in Lon- 
don, Ont, 

In some quarters in Loew it is 
intimated that perhaps admission 
seales have been too high right 
along, with 75c a mighty figure to 
be getting at the present time. 
Around New York Loew has made 
some lowering of scales in neigh- 
borhoods. Gates, Brooklyn, is down 
from 50c to 40c and the new Lin- 
coln Square’s scale is a 25c top. As 
a result the Circle at 59th street 
has been brought down to that same 
figure. All Brooklyn Loew houses 
are playing to children at lic. 

Uniform for Children 
That figure for children has gen- 


of the chains will con- 
of a price war at this 
it is admitted that 
has been 


erally been adopted around the 
country by all chains in an effort 
of all, and without a price cutting 


battle involved, to attract children. 





Joe Plunkett for RKO and 
Michalove for WB say they will 
strenuously oppose being drawn 
into a scale cutting war. The same 
paying for one man at the Holly- 
wood, former indie recently ac- 


quired by RKO. Agreement there 
was for two men, which chains have 
maintained. The indie paid for one 
of his men, union for the other, in 





been , justifying what chains employed. 








goes for Publix, known to be espe- 
cially desirous of keeping prices up. 

Cutting within Publix has been 
scattered as with WB, with changes 
made here and there to conform 
with local conditions, picture book- 
ings, policy, ete, rather than to 
meet competitor slashes. If other 


circuits in strategic keys force Pub- 


lix into cutting, it is admitted they 
can't control such a maneuver. 
In Chicago 
Chicago, where ail chains operate 
at 50, 75 and S5e, with Pub lix con- 
trolling that situation, might offer 


up developments if a price aadihiie 
ive begins there. RKO holds 
the same price at its Palace and 
State-Lake as the Publix-B. & K. 
theatres. including United Artists 
and hkoosevelt runs, regardless of 
policy. 

While the Loew attitude unof- 
ficially seems to be good pictures at 


offen 


a lowered price, the others are 
charging that if Loew's prices 
weren't too high right along, any 
theatre that cuts materially is at 


the same time admitting weakness, 

RKO has made few ‘price read- 
justments,’ as chain operators prefer 
naming it, but WB has done con- 
siderable in the last 18 months. Ac- 
cording to Warnerites results have 
been surprising in some cases, most 
outstanding being Newark where a 
cut to 35c nights immediately 
brought increased attendance but 
whether increased gross wasn't 
mentioned, 

On other hand Publix, WB and 
RKO agree a new national price 
level for pictures is not a solution. 
Consensus is that a good picture will 
still do oldtime business but that 
the difference on poor ones through 
lowered b. o. tariffs will not be made 
up in gross by the increase in num- 
ber of people drawn, 

Milk Money 

Low early morning prices have 
been generally instituted every- 
where to attract business that 
formerly wouldn't attend at those 
hours. 

It is believed the distributors, 
fearing rental return disparity be- 
tween high and low admissions, 
would generally try to stem a price- 
cutting war in a national way, al- 
though Sidney Kent vouchsafed at 
the time double-billing was spread- 
ing (distribs feared this, too, for 
same reasons) it might have been 
better in red-ink spots to reduce 
admissions a little. 


LIGHTMAN-PUBLIX 
75-25% DEAL IN ARK. 


M. A. Lightman, president of the 
M. P, T. O. A., is to operate houses 
in Fort Smith, Ark., in which Pub- 
lix will have an interest. It’s under 
a lease-operating transaction with 
the major chain tying up its two 
Fort Smith operations with those 
Lightman controls in that town. 

Partnership arrangement is on a 
75-25% basis, Lightman holding the 
big end. 

Publix houses in Fort Smith are 
the Paramount, first run, and the 
Joie, a second 








choice first run 
(sluff) house. Lightman controls 
and operates the Mystic, Temple, 


and New, first and second runs. 

Deal is for 10 years and for the 
first time places an independent 
leader of Lightman’s prominence in 
indirect operating contact with a 
large circuit. Lightman also con- 
trols theatres in Arkansas and in 
ceoemitaeet 


PHILA. STATUS quo 
Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 21. 
The musicians’ strike situation 
here is in status quo. Stanley- 
Warner houses, Mastbaum and 
Earle, downtown, are without stage 
shows. 
Fox is okay pending outcome of 
negotiations for month’s truce and 





the same goes for indies. 
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Alexander Hamilton 
(Continued from page 22) 


getting away from the fact that it’s 
dull screen entertainment, 


Dullness doesn't arise from the 
atyle of screening, nor from the per- 
formance of the actors, but the 
story is lacking in the power to fix 
fan attention, and that goes for the 
fans of all grades and camnplexions. 
Film has moments of mild interest 


and is bound to get the help of 
schools and parent support, for 
whatever that may be worth—and 


it may be worth a lot in cash—but 
it’s tepid treatment of an historic 
episode and a significant personage 
lets it down. 

One of the moments mentioned is 
an early sequence in which a group 
of politicians gather in Hamilton’s 
study to scheme for party advan- 
tage, and in all probability it is the 
exact counterpart of any official 
meeting of 1931 in all its essentials. 
Subject of the conference is the 
prospect of a recovery from depres- 
sion, which ought to be topical. 

But the dramatic possibilities of 
Hamilton’s illicit love affair are 
limited. Alex went into the affair 
with another woman in rather a 
sheepish way, and it was a tame 
episode at its best, even if it did 
happen off stage. It isn’t even 
patriotic to portray a great histori- 
cal figure like Hamilton as such a 
boob in an affair of the heart, and 
for cinema trained audiences at this 
late date it’s almost comic. 

Trouble is the whole thing is 
timid theatrical make believe, 
framed by an actor for audiences 
of a day when Little Lord Fauntle- 
roy was a juvenile hero instead of 
comedy relief, and youngsters hissed 
heavies instead of cheering them. 

But the picture is a great piece of 
pictorial staging. If the story had 
any character or genuineness, the 
immaculate playing of Arliss in 
these surroundings’ of concentrated 
beauty would make it a smash. 
Even as it is the technical produc- 
tion almost gives it a shadow of 
drama by its very excellence. 


Once again the enormous re- 
sources of the studio have been 
lavished on a story that doesn’t de- 
serve it. There is a shot across a 
Colonial bedroom that is the tricki- 
est bit of picture composition im- 
aginable; the Alexander Hamilton 
study is a beautifully executed etch- 
ing, and atmosphere throughout is 
calculated to create illusion. 


Picture opens with a fine dignified 
bit of mob staging with Washing- 
ton, played by Alan Mowbray with 
stunning simplicity, and it’s a first- 
rate start; an effect that gradually 
diminishes to the very end. 


Feminine characters are weak. 
Doris Kenyon plays Betsy Hamil- 
ton with all the cloying sweetness 
of a Victorian wife, and the femme 
heavy is no more guilesome than 
the heroine of ‘Way Down East.’ 


Direct and honest’ simplicity 
marks the playing of Montague 
Love as Jefferson, Dudley Digges as 
Sen. Roberts, and Lionel Belmore as 
Gen. Schuyler. Rush. 


THE SQUAW MAN 


Metro production and release, Starring 
Warner Baxter. Directed by Cecil De- 
Mille. From the play by Edwin Milton 
Royle. Screen play by Lucien Hubbard 
and Lenore Coffee. Dialog by Elsie Janis. 
Photography by Harold Rosson. At Capi- 
tol, New York, week Sept. 18 Running 
time, 105 minutes. 

Henry, Earl of Kerhill.....Paul Cavanagh 
Waturich ..cccccccccccccccccces Lupe Velez 
Lady Diana...... eseeeseEleanor Boardman 
Charles Bickford........-....Cash Hawkins 





Bir John... ceccceecseeeeess-Roland Young 
Cabywanna ...cecesseeees---Mitchell Lewis 
BROTTY cccccccsccocscccces Raymond Hatton 
J. Farrell McDonald.........+.0+: Big Bill 
BOR. oc cccccsebeerecsnececeses Dickie Moore 
The General........ eeoceecs Lawrence Grant 
MOTH ccccccccccccscecess DeWitt Jennings 


Capt. James Wynnegate ! 
Jim Carsten g:e+» Warner Baxter 





Cast names are likely to offset the 
technical deficiencies to be noted in 
‘The Squaw Man’ with the outlook 
that this madeover revival of a 25- 
year-old play will prove spotted. 
Should be generally fair b. 0. in the 
smaller localities and perhaps not 
so hot for the diffident big town 
show shoppers. Obviously Cecil De- 
Mille attempted a super and de- 
tailed the film to much superfluity 
but still providing it with femme 
interest, punch and pictorial yalue 
to make it fairly interesting. Be- 
sides which there’s a youngster for 
additional sentiment, 

Everybody will go for little Dickie 
Moore as the _ half-breed child. 
Some moments of Eleanor Board- 
man may be forgiven because she 
plays an English beauty. Charles 
Bickford is the hot-heated western 
racketeer as Cash Hawkins, 

Looks like no change in the silent 
from the original except in the dia- 
log possibly as prepared by Elsie 
Janis. That dialog didn’t always fit 
and Roland Young’s American 
clothing in a desert town just after 
arriving from Europe looks offside. 

As a play this was originally pro- 
duced on Broadway in February, 
1907, with William Faversham in 
the principal role and W. S. Hart 
as Cash Hawkins. In 1914 Jesse 
Lasky showed it as a film in 6 reels 


and 264 scenes with Dustin Far- 
num. Called a ‘masterpiece’ then. 
In 1918 Elliot Dexter, Herbert 


Standing and Ann Little did it for 
£00d b. o. results for Artcraft. This 


gone better as straight western if 
it had to. 

Indians no longer sell cattle; they 
own oil and many go to college. 
Shan, 





WICKED 


Fox production and release starring Elissa 


Landi, Victor McLaglen featured. Di- 
rected by Allan Dwan. No authorship 
credit. Una Merkel and Allan Dinehart 
subd-featured. At Roxy, New York, week 
Sept. 18. Running time, 57 minutes. 
Margot Rande.......e.- errr Elissa Landi 
Seatt Barrows. .vccsscceees Victor McLaglen 
TOMY MANGAS. .cceteceeses Theodore Von Eltz 
SONG cc ceccecceccsegdbesececaceoecs Una Merkel 
ia MOsacccddcccacsedbesssecieed Nan Dinehart 
PO TAMER. ccc ccccceerccns .Osear Apfel 
Ree, ROS. . ones ticeetes »--.-irene Rich 
PEE cco 0s 006086666000 .Blanche Payson 
Bigs POCK.ccccceccessecs Kathleen Kerrigan 
Teer TTT Teer oeee.-Bileen Percy 
i <i cavuls oe dedewneuses~s .Mae Busch 
a rere Blanche Frederici 
PPO. coc ccceseseseses Lucille Willlams 
PROT ch eccccceccénebsteas ..Alice Lake 
FORRF vcccccececees ..-.Ruth Donnelly 
A woman on the jury that con- 
victs Elissa Landi of a crime she 


didn’t wilfully commit calls the girl 
‘wicked’ early in the picture. That 
starts the agony. It prevails 
throughout the succeeding 50 min- 
utes, ‘Wicked’ doesn't warrant the 
grade key spots at all. It may be 


too depressing for even the hide- 
aways, 

The first line cast, 
more standard names than two 
average talkers, is wasted on this 
effort. All but Miss Landi play 
mere bits, including Victor McLag- 
len, who has next most to do, but 
still just a bit. Una Merkel has a 
few moments of light comedy, sur- 
prisingly well done by this dramatic 
girl, and Irene Rich has two brief 
chances as a childless lady with a 
strong maternal urge. 


Such revived persons as Mae 
Busch, Eileen Percy and Alice Lake 
are hidden beneath trick makeup as 
bad moral examples in the prison 
scenes. Allan Dinehart, sub-fea- 
tured in the billing with Miss Mer- 
kel, hasn’t more than 60 seconds, if 
that, of the entire footage. 


Story starts off like a gangster 
picture and winds up singing ‘Baby 
Shoes.’ After a cop squeezes the 
arm of a lady who’s about to be- 
come a mother, she’s sent up for a 
long stretch for attempted man- 
slaughter. The cop squeezed her 
arm because a gun was in her hand. 
When he squeezed, the gun sneozed 
and a bullet struck a plainclothes- 
man in the shoulder. A few seconds 
previously the lady had become a 
widow before she had a chance to 
be a mother. Her husband was 
shot after robbing a bank, 

Balance of the script is con- 
cerned with getting the woman out 
of the stir and helping her secure 
her child. Latter had grown up to 
be a cute little girl of two and a 
half. She was unknowlingly signed 
away by her mother. 

McLaglen spends his time as a 
strong, silent friend from Australia. 


containing 


For pure but unintentional high 
comedy, nothing better has been 
around in a long while than the 


semi-climax speech slipped to Mc- 
Laglen. The ending is happy and 
so sudden the picture appears to 
have lost most of its length. 


No locality identified in the prison 
scenes. But this is the best coop 
good will spreader presented so far. 
Each female inmate has her own 
private room with a regular bed and 
a bureau and the doors are fastened 
only with plain spring locks. Just 
like a hotel. Bige. 





Das Rheinlandmaedel 


(The Rhine Girl’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 


Acofilm production and Capital Film re- 
lease. Features Gretl Berndt and Werner 
Fuetterer. Directed by Johannes Meyer; 
script, Walter Wasserman: photography, 
Charles Stumer; music. Willy Ostermann; 
production supervisor, Gustav Althoff. At 
the Little Carnegie, N. Y., for grind run 
beginning Sept. 17. Running time, 70 mins. 
EMBO ccesscass coccccccccccess GGretl Berndt 
Grete ccccccccccccccccccoces- Trude Berliner 
Mizzi ..cccccsccccccccscess. Lucie Englisch 
Fer ee 
Hans Waldorf... 
His room-mate,. 
Waldorf, Sr......ceecseeeeess- George Pless 










Just a German musical. Unorig- 
inal story and bad recording vie in 
this one with some fairly decent 
acting and a pretty background. 
May do mild business in German 
nabes. 


For a story the makers didn’t even 
bother digging back very far. It’s 
the young and poor girl who falls in 
love with the rich college boy. Papa 
finds out and tried to buy the gal 
off. She says no, so he bows his 
head and does the bless you my 
children, 


Yarn is pretty well messed up 
with dialog so that it take a com- 
plete knowledge of German to get 
it. That practically bars American 
audiences, 

Quite a number of songs, none 
distinctive. Theme song, with same 
title as the picture, is best and only 
fair, 

Gretl Brendt plays the lead very 
nicely, and Werner Fuetterer is 
handsome and seems sincere. Trude 
Berliner is fine comedy relief, with 
other parts also adequately handled. 
Sound is ’way off and photography 





time it’s so-so because it could have 


but so-so. Kaus, 








Fifty Fathoms Deep 


Columbia production and release. Jack 
Holt featured. Directed by R. Wiliam 
Neil. Screen story by Dorothy Howell. 


At Mayfair, New 
Running time, 


Dialog by Roy Chanslor. 
York, beginning Sept. 18. 


65 mins, 

Wien  PORURG. ova cdgss ocsed (aces ougaeeGe Git 
Pinky ceccos cccccccccsesRvichard Cromwell 
MYTA cocccccs eoccccccceccecdsoretta Sayers 
POOPING” ic de 66 05506sse cde vests eean 
Mate cocccvecececcecrcs Wallace MacDonald 


In ‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ Columbia 
has an old line melodrama certain 
for the widest range of general box- 
office popularity. The last five min- 
utes are devoted to some of the 
most actionful and best photo- 
graphed sea and diving combinations 
ever attempted in pictures of this 
class. 

Thematically no effort is made 
to get off the path beaten by many 
similar stories. There is a profu- 
sion of dialog devoted to such lines 
as ‘he took a powder’ and ‘park the 
body,’ evidently freshly arrived in 
Hollywood and maybe elsewhere. 

The big-hearted, hard-fisted diver 
who has a paternal interest and the 
young underwater student are well 
founded in Jack Holt and Richard 
Cromwell, respectively. Equally well 
in her character of the gold digger 
who marries the youth, turns him 
against his pal and runs off with a 
yachtsman whose ship is a little 
hurriedly scuttled, is Loretta Sayers. 

The story nears anemia in 
stretches before the thrilling finale 
is intimated. Familiar sailor drink- 
ing scenes are touched off with an 
exceptionally good screen brawl. 
The beach park routine also is in- 
clined to drag, but marriage and 
directorial hastening of the bride’s 
eagerness for infidelity provide sus- 
taining curves. 

Attempts of the salvage crew to 
reach the yacht resuit in the chief 
diver becoming wedged in between 
two iron stanchions. The need to 
abandon him is volunteered by a 
heavy storm above. Finally the 
student diver, with lighted blow 
torch, descends and is shown cut- 
ting away the iron with fire in the 
water. 

A brief flash of a corpse, identi- 
fied as the faithless wife, serves to 
cement friendships underseas. 

In these underwater sequences, 
more of which would have undoubt- 
edly placed ‘Fathoms’ in the 1931 
list of outstanding pictures, Colum- 
bia does a very convincing record- 
ing job. Conversations take place 
between the divers and the deck 
officers with a surprising natural- 
ness. Waly. 





BIG GAMBLE 


RKO-Pathe production and 
Starring Bill Boyd. Fred Niblo 
Story by Octavus Roy Cohen. 
Walter De Leon and F., 
Cameraman Hal Mohr. 


release. 
director. 
Adapted by 
McGrew Willis. 
Running time ¢€5 


mins. At N. Y. Hippodrome week Sept. 19. 
Alam Beckwith. cccccccecece eecces Bill Boyd 
Beverly....sees eeeeeesee»Dorothy Sebastian 
Mr. North. cccceccccccscscese Warner Oland 
JONNNY..cccccecscecess William Collier, Jr. 
SQuint..cccccscccccceesesss.dames Gleason 
NOFA. .cccccccccccccccccccccccss -Lasu Pitts 
MAY. .cccccccccecceccccesess-dune MacCloy 
TYixXi€....cccccceseccccesesGeneva Mitchell 
WEDD... ccnccccccccccccceseosces  ealph Ince 


Butler. ..ccccccsccccccccccceee Fred Walton 


An extremely tame underworld 
story, made tamer by having-to fol- 
low ‘Little Caesar,’ ‘Smart Money’ 
and others of that sort that cli- 
maxed the gang story cycle. That 
explains why it is in pre-release 
date at the Hippodrome. If it had 
gotten in ahead of the other big 
gang pictures it would still have 
been mild, so at this late date it’s 
blah. All it has is a spirited auto 
chase finale for a thrill smash finish. 
Strictly for the daily changes, 
where a tip-top cast of standard 
film names will help. 

Loosely woven tale never plaus- 
ible, calling attention to the fact 
that Octavus Roy Cohen excels in 
negro comedy short stories and not 
in crime melodramas, With a cast 
of strong film names they might 
have produced something more ar- 
resting than this tale that takes 15 
minutes to get started and then 
doesn’t move very fast until the 
closing sequence. In the meantime 
there are a few amusing comedy 
passages involving James Gleason 
and ZaSu Pitts, but you can’t make 
a gang story entirely out of comedy 
relief. Something ought to happen 
by way of action. How and why 
Fred Niblo happens to be associated 
with product of this grade is one 
of those oddities of the picture 
trade. 

Picture is full of slip-shod treat- 
ment and some of the acting is out- 
right terrible, notably love passages 
between Bill Boyd and Dorothy Se- 
bastian, Continuity is equally slip- 
shod. 

The scene from which the picture 
fgets its title has Boyd, broken gam- 
bler, going back into a poker game 
for a last desperate whirl at the 
cards to win enough to re-establish 
himself. Scene is worked up in de- 
tail to the point where Bill has won 
$25,000 or some such Hollywood 
amount—he needs $100,000—when 
he is called away, leaving his chips 
on the table. You never hear what 
happened to the whole incident 
thereafter. The porter swept away 
the $25,000 next morning, maybe, 
with Bill still needing 100 G’s. 

Warner Oland, without Chinese, 
is the heavy, but he never was less 
sinister. What made ’em pick on 
this actor for sinister roles anyhow? 
In ail Hollywood there is probably 
no more amiable looking man. Asa 
type of malevolence he’s just an- 








other Hollywood habit. Anyhow, he 
never convinces here. He's almost 
as unconvincing as Bill Boyd's love 
making, which is the farthest north 
of implausibility. 

Story has to do with a gambler 
gone broke and determined to com- 
mit suicide. He goes to the master- 
mind criminal, to whom he is in 
debt, to borrow a stake. The idea 
is to get his life insured, kill him- 
self and thus square his accounts. 
Master-mind schemes to insure him 
for the $100,000, let him live a year 
and a day to beat the suicide clause 
in the policy and then collect when 
he bumps himself off. 

Master-mind insists 
glri who is the master-mind’s 
power, and arrange that if Bill 
changes his mind about taking him- 
self off, he, the master-mind, will 
attend to that detail himself. 

You get the general idea, tiresome 
picture entertainment. Rush. 


3ill marry a 


TRARA UM LIEBE 


(‘Trumpet Call of Love’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Richard Eichberg production and Suedfilm 


release. Direction, Richard Eichberg. 
Manuscript, Hans Sturm. Music, Hans 
May. Photography, Heinrich Gaertner and 


Bruno Mondi; sound, Eugen Hirch. Archi- 
tecture, W. A. Hermann and Herbert Lipp- 
schuetz. Recorded “on Tobis-Klangfilm. 
Starring Martha Eggerth, Maria Paudler, 
Felix Bressart, George Alexander, Senta 
Soeneland, Ernst Verebes, Anton Pointner, 
Max Schipper and Robert Naestlberger. 
Running time, 85 mins. At Atrium, Berlin. 

One hears the audience applaud 
at the end of this picture in a fran- 
tic way. Happy insofar as one is 
glad that theatre owners will have 
a box-office success, and sad as one 
has to state that nowadays inartis- 
tic and noisy pictures best please 
the public. The neutral observer 
had to note in most cases at the be- 
ginning of this season that box- 
office success were to be expected. 
However, what one might call ‘level’ 
(one hardly dares to pronounce the 
high word ‘art,’ so full of expecta- 
tions, any more) was not out for 
discussion. 

One has again come to officers’ 
and soldiers’ uniforms, again there 
are the usual confusions. He is not 
he, she is not she, oh! how primi- 
tive—and at the end everything 
turns out alright. Richard Eich- 
berg, apparently, has given up 
taking himself seriously. The same 
story was made by him several 
years ago as a silent picture, under 
the title ‘Liebe und Trompeten- 
blasen’ (‘Love and Trumpet Call’) 

Apart from the actors everything 
remained as was. The comic artist, 
Felix Bressart; the good Georg 
Alexander; the unresistingly comic, 
Senta Soeneland, and the sweet act- 
resses, Martha Eggert and. Maria 
Paudler, as well as Ernst Verebes 
and Anton Pointner, have to say 
dialogs which they probably have 
had difficulties to get out of their 
throat when training, on account of 
the dilettantic language. A partly 
bad tone reproduction was therefore 
felt as a non-intended ease. Hein- 
rich Gaertner’s photography was 
again clear and well done. 

Magnus. 


RUBICON 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Relogoskino production and Amkino re- 





lease in America. Direction, Viadimir 
Weinshtak. Scenario, A. Mewski. Camera, 
Arkadi Kaltzaty. At Cameo, New York, 
week Sept. 19. Running time, 78 mins. 

Bill Parker...... 000eneees eeeeeeG, Sanoiloy 
Robert Sidney.........00. -+ee+A. Russinoy 


Probably the rawest, most delib- 
erate and naive of the Russian films 
to come over. Cold, cold propa- 
ganda, without a reason, excuse or 
build-up. Not even subtle, as these 
Russian films sometimes are. No 
possible mistaking the motive. 

One thing in favor of the Russian 
film producers who turn out this 
kind of thing is that they don’t have 
to worry about plot material. 
There’s only one story they can tell, 
evidently. 

In this case varn starts aboard a 
British ship. Hard work, discom- 
fort and squalidness of the sailor's 
lives is emphasized for a reel. Then, 
in a port, they meet a punch of 
Soviet sailors. These fellows are 
clean, happy and don’t go locking 
for saloons and wo1nen. Evidently 
the Russians expect that angle to be 
swallowed without objection. They 
don’t even explain it. 

Bill Parker, sailor, gets drunk and 
punches his captain in a saloon 
brawl. He's fired in a foreign port 
and blacklisted so he can’t get any 
other jobs. Along comes a Soviet 
captain and gives him a break. Into 
Russia and Bill finds out what a 
country it is, and how everyone 
works for the common good. So his 
shoulder is added to the wheel and 
he helps ‘work for the bright future.’ 
i Eight reels of that, and no lJet-up 
in the propaganda, either in action 
story or captions. 

Curious item is that the Clock in 
the engine room, used severa} times 
for illustrating passare of time, is 
stamped ‘U. S. Navy,’ Evidently, 
American government equipment is 
used for this propaganda business 
of changing the politics of this 
country. 

Usually Russian films over here 
can get additional box-oftice help 
outside local Communists, from the 
arty crowd who go for tne subtlety 
and photography. This film hasn't 
that for them. It'll have to depend 
entirely on the Russ population, 
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SIDE SHOW 


Warner Bros. production 
Directed by Roy Del Ruth. 


ner and Charles’ Butterwort 
Written by: William Ke Weils, — 
Caesar in on adaptation. Cameraman — 
Jennings. Running time, 66 mins, an 
Strand, New York, Sept. 18. : as 
At seeeesecececveeeeess.. Winnie J, 
Sidney ....ceeeeseeessCharles Buttenr nt 
TTOENE oececeeeccceveeeesseess Lvelyn Knapp 
teed Bevecece ecessce seeeeeeeesDonald Cook 
W eee eee eee 2 2 2 es snuy 
DN, cet Ak be ddisica «sddak. . oulse” Cane 
Others are Maathew Betz, Ann Masse 
der, Luis Alberni, Edward Morga n, “Towa 


Ricketts, Otto Hoffman, 





Winnie Lightner and Charles But. 
terworth are the main assets of thie 
comedy of circus life, the producers 
having laid off the stencil drama of 
such things and concentrated with 
a whole heart and fancy free on the 
comedy side. 

Just enough of plot to hola a 
series of surprise laughs re asonably 
together. Romance is buttresseq 
with a wealth of the roughest king 
of knockabout and hoke custard pig 
slapstick. That makes it a safe bet 
for Miss Lightner’s fans to put it 
over in a moderately big way. 

Otherwise it’s just routine prod. 
uct, familiar in substance even to 
the inevitable ‘Hey Rube’ circus lot 
riot, only here for a change it ig 
elaborated with flavoring of rough 
comedy by the comedienne, drawn 
into the fracas from the job of sub. 
stituting for the Wild Man of Bor. 
neo and dressed for the part, stuffeq 
club and all. 

Picture is Winnie Lightner all the 
way, with that versatile young 
woman cast for a large variety of 
jobs around the circus, from the 
hoola dancer to the high diver, the 
last named a built-up thrill, ending 
in a capital laugh climax with Bute 
terworth, goofy sort of clown, falle 
ing into the tank. 

Atmosphere is neatly established 
and carried through without the too 
conscientious determination of most 
circus stories. The whole thing is 
treated with a disarming naivette 
on: the dramatic side, leaving the 
Lightner role much freedom to 
break into musical comedy clown- 
ing upon occasion. Introducing of 
one song number gives her another 
opportunity in the field she knows 
best. As for the dramatic se- 
quences, most are played with the 
actors’ tongues in their chceks, 
which further throws the respone 
sibility upon the clowning. 

Inside stuff of the circus lot is 
managed with a good deal of reality, 
especially those episodes that take 
place on the moving circus train, 
the rail caravan getting intermit- 
tent closeups in the interest of local 
color and verity. 

The Butterworth role is nicely 
drawn. <An eccentric philosopher 
and a shy suitor for the heroine, he 
gives the part a grotesque twist by 
means of idiotic replies to questions, 
These are the only two roles that 
count for much, the others merely 
filling in the picture, although Guy 
Kibbs turns in a nicely rounded old 
man character type as the circus 
proprietor with a tendency to get 
too drunk to run the show, throws 
ing the work on his ward, Pat. 

For no good reason, as it develops, 
thete is plain intimation that the 
heroine is involved in a shady afe 
fair with a barker in the show, and 
it is upon this angle that the roe 
mantic thread of the story turns, 
when the heroine’s sister becomes @ 
party to a shabby three-cornered 
affair. There seems to have been 
some vague reach for a ‘strong 
story’ slant here, which became 
muddled as the film grew up on the 
lot and the comedy side developed 
to overshadow everything else. It 
doesn’t make a great deal of differ- 
ence, since the laughs will carry the 
picture, but it’s an instance of the 
confusion that comes from making 
a picture out on location instead of 
in the editorial office. Here the out- 
come is fairly happy, but sometimes 
it is otherwise. Rush. 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Terra production and Tobis release in 
America. Starring Fritz Kortnnr and 
Anna Sten. Direction Fyodor Ozep. Mu- 
sical score, Karol Rathaus. From the 
novel by Dostoyevsky. Scenario, Leone 
hard Frank, Fyodor Ozep and Victor 


Trivas, Production supervision Eugen 
Tuscherer. Photography, Fridl Behne 
Grund. Sound, Hans Birkhofer. Sets, 


Heinrich Richter and Victor Trivas. At 
Tobis-Vanderbilt, New York, on grind run 
beginning Sept. 18. Running time, 


minutes, - 

Dmitri Karamazov..........+-Fritz Kortner 
Gruschenka.....0.00¢ siensdesessneee Soe 
Smerdyakov......... o0esesasoess Fritz Rasp 
Ivan Karamazov..... ....-Bernard Minetti 
Fyodor Karamazov.........-Dr. Max Pohl 
Pippen sceccecseee-Hanna Waag 
a PRY bbsecsveccess eee NOs 
BS eee Labedndscessesesseeeee ae 


‘The Brothers Karamazov’ is gen- 
erally considered among the few 
finest novels ever written, It’s by 
Dostoyevsky, Russia’s greatest 
writer, and has stood the test of 
time. Now it becomes a German 
film. Best that can be said about 
it on the screen is that it’s g0Ing 
to cause considerable comment and 
discussion. Photographically and 
artistically it is one of the finest 
pictures ever turned out anywhere 
in the world. Maybe too much 859, 
but it’s not box office over here, and 
that’s an old German fault. 

Picture is especially timely in 
view of the controversy over the 
filming of Dreiser’s novel ‘American 
Tragedy’ (Par). Both are two-vol- 
ume novels. Also both, although 
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WATERLOO BRIDGE! « «+ «x 


oe . 
Brush off a few superlatives for WATERLOO BRIDGE . . . unusually compelling 
and effective screen fare... stirring screen drama.” Rose Pelswick, Evening Journal 


NEW YORK SAYS IT’S GREAT! 


NEW 








“WATERLOO BRIDGE pulsing talkie * ** (Three Stars) . . . first-rate cinema .« .is truly 
fine screen fare.” trene Thirer, N. ¥. Daily News 


YORK SAYS IT’S GREAT! 


“Film heights reached in WATERLOO BRIDGE . +. a gem. One of those ex- 
cere simple stories which can be far more moving than the most intricate artificial 


plot... superbly played by one of screen's most interesting women, Mae Clarke.” 
Bland Johaneson, Daily Mirror 


NEW YORK SAYS IT’S GREAT! 


“WATERLOO BRIDGE a praiseworthy picture ... Mr. Whale has done excellent work 


...acting capital.” Mordauat Hall, New York Times 
7 


NEW YORK SAYS IT’S GREAT! 


NEW 
NEW 








NEW 
NEW 


“WATERLOO BRIDGE sensitively produced o... becomes one of the superior 
photoplays ... excellent drama.” Richard Watts, Jr., Herald Tribune 


YORK SAYS IT’S GREAT! 


“WATERLOO BRIDGE earnest, touching drama... true and affecting.” 


Thornton Delehanty, N. Y. Evening Post 


YORK SAYS IT’S GREAT! 


“Brilliant direction by James Whale in WATERLOO BRIDGE—a performance of 


surprising depth and quality by Mae Clarke. You will enjoy a visit to the Mayfair 
this week.” William Boehnel, World Telegram 


YORK SAYS IT’S GREAT! 


“James Whale, who so successfully filmed ‘Journey's End,’ has done nobly by 
WATERLOO BRIDGE. “’ Julia Shawell, N. Y. Evening Graphic 


YORK SAYS IT’S GREAT! 


“A sensitive, touching drama... memorable production. WATERLOO BRIDGE is 
exquisitely done.” Regina Crews, N.Y. American 
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Stock Slump Checked 





(Continued from page 5) 
many sizeable blocks on the ticker 
on the way down, apparently repre- 
genting speculative long stock 
thrown overboard, for it does not 
geem reasonable to suppose that 
the bears would put out heavy short 
fines in an issue of such narrow 
floating supply when the list held 


6ut scores of less risky stocks to 


attack. 
Loew had suffered much less 
fhan other stocks in its group and 


had attracted a large weak follow- 
ing by its tape behavior. Appar- 
ently, it was the retreat of this 
crowd of trailers that depressed the 
price, and may depress it further 
before the crash has run its course. 
Old sponsors of Loew probably 
were merely taking offerings as 
they come out on a scale down, 
last week being no time for cliques 
to attempt pegging a fixed level. 
Loew closed Saturday at its low 
of 41144 for the movement, against 
the early June bottom of 36% and 
with the further recession yester- 
day had reached a price where new 


and substantial buying was at- 
tracted. On dips below 40 there 
were signs of support which argues 
that stock is regarded as on the 
bargain counter around 38. New 
estimates of net for the year end- 
ing Aug. 31 last, indicates 7.50 


a share, while the best quarter of 
the new year is just starting. 
Puzzle in W. B. 

After Loew, the best performer in 
the group was Warner Bros., al- 
though it was not apparent what 
the inspiration for the support here 
was, or where it originated. Cer- 
tainly the confidence was not com- 
municated to the company’s bonds, 
which slipped back close to 50 for 
a net loss on the week of about 7 
points, a wider loss for the loans 
than any suffered by any active film 
common stock, 

One explanation offered, and re- 
peated here for what it may be 
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worth, was that the operating clique 4 
was supporting the stock, but not 
bidding for the bonds, company in- 
terests merely standing by to take 
whatever distress offerings came 
out in the loans, and, of course, in- 
terested more in getting them at 
bargain levels than maintaining a 
Show of strength. Nothing new 
came out in reference ‘o the com- 


pany’s status, but friends of the 
stock continued to stress the high 
quality of its early season film re- 


leases. 


Pool operations would be rela 
tively simple in Warner selling 
around 84, since at that price it 
would be easier to carry a load of 


stock over the slump, into whatever 
recovery comes later on. Probably 
the campaign is aimed for late next 
winter, when film company earnings 
are likely to make a good showing 
in comparison with the harder 
pressed industries which, in addition 
to a dull summer are now going into 
their slack season, such as Nation- 
al Dairy Products, Canada Dry and 
other hot weather issues. 
The situation in Fox 
with the dividend action drawing 
near and the Street reconciled to 
passing of the payment altogether. 
News of changes in the official per- 


is obvious, 


sonnel and the Chase bank people 
taking a dominant hand in admin- 
istration appeared to stiffen senti 


ment surrounding the hard pressed 
issue. The level just under 10 was 
reached early last week, and even 
at the height of panicky selling Fri- 
day and Saturday, it showed symp- 
tims of being ready for a kick-back 
against the short sellers. 

Sponsors apparently were making 
a gallant effort to hold the stock 
just above the 10 level for the rea- 
son that on breaks below that arbi- 
trary point, brokerage houses in 
many cases decline to carry it on a 
margin basis, calling for payment in 
full. Holding below 10 for any 
length of time would likely bring on 
forced marginal selling, in addition 
to the natural liquidation of dis- 
couraged longs. 

Op. Div. Hurts RKO. 

RKO seemed to find support 
around 12 and again at the old low 
of 11%, but once that resistance 
point was broken through on the 
down side, the stock slid rapidly, 
ending the disastrous Saturday ses- 
sion at its low for all time. Perhaps 
the passing of the Orpheum pre- 
ferred dividend for the first time in 
its history had something to do with 
special weakness here, although the 
recent decline in Orpheum should 
have prepared the market for the 
directors’ action, a stock with an 
unbroken record of $8 dividends be- 
ing all out of reason at such a price 
as 80 to 85. The Orpheum action 
is reported elsewhere on this page. 

Extreme decline among the the- 
atre stocks was the 4% in Loew, 
with Paramount's loss of 4 next in 
order. While large in relation to 
the low levels at which these stocks 
have been lately, they do not com- 
pare with some losses in high class 
investment issues throughout the 
list. The break of nearly 16 points 
in American Tobacco B is a case in 
point, that being the lowest price 
for that stock in years and a final 
crusher for the time-honored theory 
that tobacco stocks were depres- 
sion-proof. The same idea in rela- 
tion to low priced amusements was 
disposed of some time ago. Last 
week's wave of selling respected 
nothing. American Tel. & Tel., 
probably the aristocrat of the in- 
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vestment list, for example, crashed 
17 points in the week on the stag- 
gering turnover of more than 400,- 
000 shares. ; 

Compared to the leading indus- 
trials, the turnover in the amuse- 
ments was fairly moderate, with 
the exception of Warners, which to- 
taled 125,000 shares as professional 
bears tried to break through the 
Stock’s defense, and succeeding but 
indifferently. 

A large number of the railroads 
showed losses in excess of 10, points 
on heavy selling, while a few of the 
speculative fast steppers—Eastman 
Kodak, for one with a loss of about 
1l1—showed even more serious ad: 
preciation. On Saturday, there was 
scarcely an industrial active enough 
on the t.cker to influence sentiment 
that did rot crack its June 2 low, 
the number including Can, Steel. 
DuPont and General Motors. West 
inghouse, which got its sock Mon 
day just before the directors cut the 


dividend from $4 to $2.50, was a 
Saturday exception, holding above 
i6 compared to its low of Monday 


at 44%, 

Western Electric, which is dis- 
tant kin to the amusements through 
its sound equipment angle, made it 
known that it would pay no divi- 
dend. Company stock is not 
traded in, being the property of 
American Tel., to which it paid in 
dividends last year something like 
$20,000,000. Action of Western was 
reflected in the slump in Tel phone 
inspiring talk of dividend revision 
there, 

Bonds Break, Too 

In many respects the weeks’ rec- 

ord of the bond department on the 





Exchange was more discouraging 
than the stock losses. In the amuse- 


Summary for week 


ending Saturday, Sept. 19: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





ment group eight bonds declined an 


aggregate of 29 points, an aston-. 


ishing reversal of the _ recent 
strength in loans. The same ex- 
planation as that in the Warner 
bonds may also apply to the rest; 
that is, theory that the companies 
are letting their bonds go to panic 
prices and picking up what they 
can themselves for the purpose of 
using them later in amortization 
operations. The extreme breaks on 
very moderate volume would seem 
to confirm that view. For instance, 
the older Paramount-Lasky 6's slid 
6 points to 78 (previous low was 74) 
on sales of only $28,000, while the 


newer 5%’s dropped 6 points to 69 
(old low 67) on sales of $92,000. 
Dealings in the Pathe bonds were 
rather spectacular, volume zooming 
to the total of $276,000 as the price 


declined only 2 points to 88, com- 
pared to the recent peak of 96 (and 





old low of 50) heavy volume and 
narrow range raising the question 
whether it was profit taking or a 


demonstration designed to help ac- |} 
cumulation. Certainly there would 
seem to have been pretty ready ab- 
sorption of offerings, considering 
the surrounding situation in bonds 
in general, with all kinds of in- 
dustrial loans breaking into new 
low territory all over the list. 
Despite sharp losses, all the 
amusements bonds held above pre- 


vious lows, even the defaulted 
Shubert issue. An exception was 
the General Theatre bonds of °40 
which broke to an all time low of 
13, attributable to the expected 
passing of the Fox dividend upon 


which the bonds depend for a con- 
siderable portion of service charges. 
Even at that, volume here was 
negligible at $75,000 total. 
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NO ORPHEUM DIVIDEND 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 


Old Orpheum Circuit 
stock will pay no dividend Oct. 1, 
directors having voted to omit the 
payment for the first time since the 
stock’s issuance. Stock came out in 


preferred 


1920 and has never missed a quar- 
ter, paying $8 a year. 
tive. 


It is cumula- 


is preferred as to assets in 


liquidation, is convertible into RKO 


common at two to one, and under 


its terms holders are entitled to the 
the 


board in the event of two consecu- 
tive dividends being passed. 

A note to stockholders announcing 
the board’s action, sets forth that 
since 1928 «(when RKO took control) 
the company has earned $451,733 
and has paid in dividends $1,751,488, 
going into surplus for the differ- 
ence. Surplus upon taking control 
was $2,904,816. 

The note goes on to relate that 
the advent of sound made it neces- 
sary to. spend new 
equipment and this and other 
purposes Orpheum borrowed from 
RKO a total of $4,708,230 from 1926 
to date. Of this sum there was still 
due the parent company $901,868, 
Aug. 31 last, indicating that Or- 
pheum net earnings over the three 
years had included the difference 
between these sums, or $3,806,362, 
beside the $451,733. 

A large amount of the oH Or- 
pheum senior stock is believed to 
be held by a few interests in New 
York and Chicago. 

It is callable at 110 on 60 days’ 
notice and its conversion privilege 
lapses in November, 1932. The old 
Orphem common was offered an 
exchange into RKO on even terms 
and is believed to have been largely 
converted. The privilege has now 
expired. It has not appeared on the 
tape in a year, and is only quoted 
nominally among the New York Hx- 
change inactive listings, unchanged 
for months at no bid, 32 offered. 


naming of two directors on 


large sums on 


for 
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Incorporations 


New York 





Clark, Randolph and Martin, Inc., 
Manhattan; operate broadcasting sta- 
tions; $25,000. 

Cine-Log Corp., Manhattan; pictures; 
$30,000; 100 shares preferred $100 and 
2,000 common $10. 

Mert-El Amusement Corp., Kings; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Zimbran Holding Corp., Manhattan: 


theatrical; 485 shares; 385 preferred and 
$100 and 100 no par. 
Freezel .Holding Corp., 
pictures; 100 shares no par. 
Winerich Corp., New York County; 
theatrical, amusements; 100 shares no 
par. 


New York; 


Change of Name 
From Tobis Theatre Corp., New York, 
to Tobis Vanderbilt Theatre Corp. 


Orpheum preferred (OPX pf) also 
is among the inactives with deal- 
ings in units of 10 shares (Poard 
lots on the New York Stock Ex- 
change are 100 shares minimum). 
Ordinarily transactions are negli- 
gible. 


SYLVIA SIDNEY 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 


















































JOE LEWIS 


NOW AT HIS 


OLSEN CLUB 


CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
Also Doubling at 


MACK SENNETT STUDIO 











JACK PEPPER 


Interrupted Continually by SAM POKRASS and SAMMY CANTOR 


CONGRATULATIONS TO B. S. MOSS “VARIETIES” 


Also ALEXANDER LEFTWICH and Everybody Connected with the Broadway Theatre—Where I am Playing This Week (Sept. 19) 


Direction—CHAS. MORRISON 











MAR 


Sensational Whirlwind Dancer 





LATE FEATURED DANCER 


Earl Carroll’s “Sketch Book” 


NOW FEATURED IN 


“BLUE ECHOES” 


PLAYING LOEW DELUXE 


Direction Cargill, Dobson & Kalcheim 


HOUSES 


Independent: William Morris 














BEN BERNIE’S NEPHEWS 


FIRST TIME IN NEW YORK 
HELD OVER SECOND WEEK 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 





LEO WATSON — LAWRENCE BLURTON — 
DOUGLAS DANIELS — WILBUR DANIELS — 
VIRGIL SCOGGINS 

Direction: BEN BERNIE 
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Laying Off with Liquor 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Calgary, Sept. 16. 
Hello Charlie:— 

Well, what I thought would hap- 
pen, did. After all the acts on the 
unit got through saying what they 
were all going to do with their two- 
week lay-off before we play Van- 
couver, they the 
game train going to Canada. 

First, everybody was for going 
right to Vancouver and hang around 
there until we open; then I said it 
would be a good idea for us to break 
the jump at Calgary for a day or 
two. Nobody thought that idea was 
any good because they figure we 
could wait a couple of days and get 
all the beer we wanted at Vancou- 
ver. 

So I got the girl in my act to g0 
along with me and the girl in the 
last act so there wouldn’t be any 
talk, and I was all set for a nice 
few days when all of a sudden the 
whole troupe, outside of Bergman, 
who went right through with his 
dogs to Vancouver, made up their 
minds to stop off with us at Cal- 
gary. I couldn't say nothing or 
change my mind because then they’d 
figure there was something funny 
about me taking the girl in the last 
act. 

We got into Calgary and say, the 
town has changed plenty. Big build- 
ings, banks, stores, ’neverything. 
It’s a real little city. But I liked it 
much better years ago, even though 
we had to play it for apples. Do 
you remember when ail the acts on 
the Sullivan & Considine time had 
to play it as a favor for Chris 
Brown? The headliners would never 
draw more than a half hundred for 
the three days. Big flash acts had 
to dig in the grouch bag to pay off 
the room rent when they finished. 
It even got so the acts would boast 
to each other how little they were 
getting for the date. Then we played 
the town for the Orpheum Circuit 
when Vincent had a piece of the 
house and we had to take a slash 
for him too. Nobody would kick 
because they were afraid they’d 
lose the circuit. 

No Pieces 


I guess nobody has a slice of the 
house this season, so we just don’t 
play it. Anyway, it was a swell 
date. Two shows a day and a 
pretty nice audience, and the acts 
would make it sort of a vacation. 

Calgary was the kind of a town 
you read about in books—nice lit- 
tle stores, always half a dozen 
Royal Mounteds walking around 
town or riding on their horses, and, 
boy, they looked swell. Now they 
don’t look: so great to you because 
we got plenty of swell-looking cop- 
pers in our state police back home. 
But, Charlie, these guys with them 
red coats and shiny boots and little 
sticks were classy lookin’, and could 
they make dames! 

And do you remember the trap- 
pers that used to come backstage 
and try and sell furs to the actors? 
Raw skins, and tell you how they 
just caught them and how cheap 
they were. A real routine. And 
how those actors fell, and what a 
time they had smugglin’ them into 
the States and the worries they 
went through for a couple of coyote 
skins the guy said was pure moun- 
tain lion, 

But that’s all over now, Charlie; 
it’s a real little city. Pallister hotel 
here is swell. That Canadian Pa- 
cific railroad sure knows how to run 
trains and hotels. A real high-class 
dinner with plenty of waiters for 
75c. : 

On a layoff like this the actors 
all act like a bunch of kids. They 
go for everything. We walked 
around town and bought a lot of 
junk. 

We weren't in town a half hour 
when we found where the vendor's 
Was, and we got a half buck license 
which entitles you to buy anything 
you want just once within reason, 
and they don't know what reason 
is. We bought a load of stuff to 
last any native a week, but, being 
Americans, we had to go nuts and 
try to buy the place out. The 
women wanted all kinds of fancy 
cordials, and the guys went for beer, 
ale and imperial quarts of rye. It 
makes a guy weep to see that swell 
atuff and price here after paying 
twice that for asphalt drippings in 
the States. 

Spendthrift 


I was feeling pretty good figuring 
it’s a vacation and went for a cham- 


all ended up on 


She said she never tasted it before. 
I figured I haven't saved any dough 
on the trip anyway, so I went for 
a half dozen bottles, and that girl 
sure enjoyed it. Of course, she 
shouldn’t have mixed it with rye 
and beer or else she wouldn't have 
been sick. But she said she sure 
was grateful to me for buying her 
real wine. It gives a guy a kick 
spendin’ dough when a dame ap- 
preciates it, Charlie, 
The troupe all goes to my room 
and started to taste each other’s 
stuff. All you could hear was, ‘Taste 
this; ain’t it marvelous? If we 
could only get this kind of stuff in 
the States’ Everybody was telling 
each other about drinking parties 
they had years ago, and told each 
other about fathers, mothers, broth- 
ers and relatives. They talked 
about things that happened and 
things that never happened. Every- 
body feeling fine. Even the straight 
man stepped out of character and 
gave the waiter a half buck tip. 
You can imagine how drunk he was. 

Toward morning there were a few 
sarcastic cracks, but they didn’t 
mean anything; nobody really told 
each other what they thought, so 
everything was okay. We had a 
great night, Charlie, and I only 
wish you and the old lady was there 
*cause there was plenty of stuff left 
over. 

Joy Riders 


We got a train the next day and 
stopped off at Banff and Lake 
Louise; the straight man raved so 
much about them. It’s strictly the 
nuts, Charlie. You see better scen- 
ery and bigger mountains from the 
train. Of course, if you play golf 
they have a couple of swell courses, 
but nobody in our show plays ex- 
cept the single man, and he hasn't 
played since we're out. And, any- 
way, he packed his sticks in his 
trunk. 

We're now on our way to Van- 
couver to lay off a week before we 
open. I want to do some fishing, so 
am gonna give the mob plenty of air 
and be by myself for awhile. 

Anyway, the girl in the last act 
has some relations there, Will let 
you know how things are.—Sez your 
old pal, Bob. 


TUCKER-JESSEL ON ONE 
PAR SHOW AT $7,500 


Sophie Tucker and George Jessel 
will draw $3,500 and $4,000 on a 
special heavy money stage show 
booked for the New York Para- 
mount week of Oct. 9. Same bill 
plays the Brooklyn Paramount the 
following week. 

Morris office placed both turns. 

The New York picture house date 
will be Miss Tucker’s first since 
her return from the other side. 











Floor Show Inspection 





Loew’s will look at Feet Edson’s 
floor show from the Show Place, 
Lynbrook, L. I., roadhouse, intact at 
the Bay Ridge, New York, the first 
half of Oct. 3 for vaude possibilities. 

Charlie Yates is bringing the cafe 
show into vaude. Cast of 20 will 
comprise mostly girls and Jackie 
May, female impersonator. 





Olsen-Johnson Promise 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Positively and absolutely Olsen 
and Johnson will have a new act. 
Comics who just broke their own 
record at the local Palace are afraid 
it would be tempting the gods to 
return again with the same turn. 
They’ve played the Palace four 
times in a year with herdly one 
line altered. 

In three more weeks their pres- 
ent bookings will be completed and 
they will lay off, rest, and frame 
the new hoke during a six-week 
breathing spell. The team will then 
resume for RKO at Newark in De- 
cember. 





The Carrs Added 
Andrew and Louise Carr, dance 
team, are a last minute addition 
to Shubert’s ‘Everybody’s Welcome.’ 


They joined last night (Monday) in 
Philly. 





Pagne for the girl in the last act. | 


Cast by the Jenie Jacobs office. 


} 





Still an Indie 





Act looking for a limber-up 
date offered to work for apples 
at a Washington Heights 
theatre, N. Y., playing inde- 
pendent vaude one day. Cover 
up name was The Smith Four- 
some, 

Manager was politely sorry, 
but he already had an actor 
named Smith on that one-day 
bill and thought that enough, 
he said. 











ELLINGTON PLAYING 
90-50 ON FULL GROSS 


Duke Ellington’s band opened at 
the Pearl, Philadelphia, Saturday 
(19) with a guarantee of $5,000 for 
the week and a 50-50 split on the 
entire gross of the week. 

Pearl is an indie house, operated 
by Sam Steiffel, catering to a col- 
ored audience. When Ellington 
played that theatre two months ago 
the house grossed $24,000 for the 
week. 

Ellington will play the Howard, 
Washington, also a colored house 
operated by Stiffel, the following 
week, Sept. 26, on the same basis as 
the Pearl. 

Colored orchestra is engaged for 
Warners’ Stanley, Jersey City, for 
the week of Oct. 3, at $5,500 net for 
the week. 








Downey for RKO 


Columbia Broadcasting Company 
has booked Morton Downey for a 
string of New York RKO dates 
starting at Flushing Sept. 26. 

Downey is unavailable for out of 
town bookings due to his commer- 
cial broadcast contracts in town. 
His salary is $3,000 in the RKO 
houses. 





Public Can Have Vaude Again 7 


Publix Exec 





Wanting It, Says 


Gallagher and Shean’s 
Sons in One Act Doing 
Stuff Their Dads Did 


Eddy Gallagher and Al 
sons of the old vaude partners of 
Gallagher and Shean, have been 
brought together by Irving Mills for 
radio. Sons will do the same as 
their dads, in style and material. 

Al Shean, Sr., is currently in‘an 
act with Lynn Cantor. Ed Gal- 
lagher, Sr., died some time ago. 
Young Al is 30 years old, and young 
Ed 28. 

This is the first time the two sons 
of the famous singing team have 
been brought together. Both have 
appeared in vaudeville during the 
past, but separately. 





Shean, 


PIT MUSICIANS TRY 
FOR STAGE COMEDY 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 21. 

Vaude theatres here are using 
musicians for an added act. RKO 
Palace orchestra climbed on the 
stage last week and put on a slap- 
stick musical turn with schoolroom 
setting and costumes, Leader Russ 
Kahn acting as professor. 

Organist J. Gordon Baldwin at 
Loew’s Rochester countered with a 
musical act using chatter and a 
number of hats to get laughs. 
Rather amateurish, but heavy ef- 
fort to get extra laughs. 








tury ago. 


_ 


town on its head. 


summer in New York. 


and overhead. 


to him. 


of sound, is the ‘New York Times.’ 
for vaude. 


routines, also dressing him. 


carried a card of No. 1 union. 
sister also survives. 


shows with Fields includes the 
Amsterdam roof, 


with the act during the summer. 


things up generally. 


a chance to prove its draw. 


summer, 





Flynn. 


Chic Johnson (Olsen and Johnson) has been carrying his 4d 
She’s been doing bits. 
Chicago, while waiting for her cue the young lady 
one by her powers of absorption in a murder mys 

Standing in the wings she kept right on readin 
monium was at its height and stooges were firin 


Indie exhibitors are failing to get value for their use of yv 
to their on-and-off policy, coast agents argue, 

They claim some of the exhibs try 
only on a couple of successive week-ends, then d 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


The death of Eva Fay in an automobile accident recalled the furor 
she created at Hammerstein’s Paradise roof garden a quarter of a cen- 


For years Anna Eva Fay had toured the smaller cities and large towns 
with a telepathic act in which her uncanny ability created a sensation. 
It was generally believed that it would be small time stuff in New York. 

Her son, John Fay, who died about 20 years ago, had a break with his 
mother and with his wife came into Hammerstein’s as John and Eva 
Fay, and under the skillful build-up of Willie Hammerstein, stood the 


Even when some disgruntled ‘aisle men’ quit and offered an expose for 
the New York roof, the act continued to draw. John Fay’s erratic tem- 
perament kept the act from its fullest success, but they played a full 





Howard Thurston’s wow business for Publix in Chicago and Detroit 
impelled Great States, Publix subsidiary, to think it would be nice if 
the magician would play some one-day dates. 
$500 a day which would barely take care of his troupe, railroad fares, 


They offered Thurston 


Meanwhile the parent company boosted from $4,590 to $5,000 weekly 
to get Thurston to play two additional weeks in Chicago. 
the hard work and four performances daily Thurston is not overly keen 
on picture house work. To add daily jumps at $500 daily didn’t appeal 


Because of 





Added to newspapers around the country which are exerting pressure 
for the return of vaude to a public alleged hungering for it in the face of 
a straight diet of pictures that has extended almost from the introduction 


That paper has come out strongly 


‘The Times, in its lengthy 9-inch editorial, wonders why vaude has 
gone so far out of sight, leading off with ‘Shadows and sound never 
swept the drama and the musical show from the stage so thoroughly 
as they pushed vaudeville off the boards.’ ; 

‘The Times’ is preparing a lengthy Sunday story on the subject. 





The death of William Blanche, familiarly known as ‘Shorty’ when 
assisting W. C. Fields, passed with little or no attention. 
with Fields for 15 years, usually straighting for the comic in his juggling 


He worked 


Shorty was a heat victim. He was removed to a hospital for apparent 
sunstroke, the autopsy divulging! a brain tumor. 
hand and although not engaged at that since joining Fields, 


Blanche was a stage 
he always 


He supported a widowed mother. A 
Last show ‘Shorty’ was in was ‘Bailyhoo.’ 
‘Follies’ 


Other 


and ‘Midnight Frolic,’ New 





aughter 
At the Palace, 
flabbergasted every- 
tery. 

& while the pande- 
& revolvers and breaking 





aude owing 


vaude for a short time, sometimes 
rop it before it has had 


Exploitation is usually of a minor nature. 





MN. V. A. club is making an effort to build up i 
p its former clown nights 
with Jack English doing the m.c. trick at most of those given this 
The last was an all-femme minstrel] show headed by 


Josie 





question of stage attractions ag g 
probable essential and practicaj 
compiement of pictures, Publix from 
indications will leap to vaude this 
season if straight film policies show 
weakness or other conditions make 
it seem imperative live talent is 
inevitable. 

This much is indicated in advance 
of the early fall start with new Dic- 
ture product on which all chaing 
are pinning high hopes for in. 
creased, newly-stimulated business, 

‘If pictures do not hold up ana 
the public wants vaude, we'll give 
it to them,’ is the way Sam Dem. 
brow, Jr., summed up the situation, 
‘With the picture product we have 
booked for September, October and 


November, the outlook is very 
promising.’ 
Not only with Publix but with 


other theatre operators the picture 
product that has already been 
played on starting current season 
and that which is yet to be released, 
makes it almost certain that the 
first quarter of this distribution 
('31-’32) year will be far better than 
it was last year. 

If, as believed in some industry 
quarters, talkers have reached the 
saturation point and are not pulling 
same ratio of business as before, 
this will show up conclusively this 
season. Meanwhile it is admitted 
Publix’s group of vaude houses, de- 
luxers with presentations and the 
large number of B and C operations 
which will use amateur shows, spot 
acts, etce., this season, will give the 
chain a check on the difference in 
draw between a straight film and 
a combination show. 

Throughout Publix, it is claimed 
amateur nights, drafting talent 
from dance schools, etc., spot book- 
ing of attractions and vaude one or 
two nights a week has been suce 
cessful. 

Overhead Dread 

While Publix in certain situations 
has tried vaude before, claiming it 
impractical through failure to dee 
liver over in increased grosses suf- 
ficent business to warrant increased 
overhead, this season for the first 
time the overhead dragon is less 
forbidding. 

While that may not mean that 
Publix will rush into vaude unless 
conditions and pictures force it, 
Dembow states, as chairman of this 
season's labor union committee, that 
all chains have made better current 
deals with operators, stage hands 
and musicians, mostly getting cone 
cessions on working conditions, 
overtime, ete. 

In Boston alone, $2,500 a week is 
saved in overtime for the Publix 
Metropolitan, deluxe presentation 
house. 

Publix has tried nearly everything 
to stimulate business in spots 
where it has slipped during the past 
year, last experimenting with doue 
ble-billing in A houses. It is indi- 
cated the next step would be stage 
acts, but that would come only if 
picture product fails to draw de- 
serving business, with public appe- 
tite again whetted for the living. 

In many chain quarters, include 
ing Publix, it is intimated that per- 
haps it’s time for the vaude cycle 
again, 





Guarantee or Percentage 
For Holtz as Vande Star? 


Shuberts and Lou Holtz are talk- 
ing over a vaudeville proposition 
for the Majestic, New York, with 
Holtz as the permanent fixture. The 
Majestic is on West 44th street, 
near 8th avenue. It is a Shubert 
house. Overtures are the outcome 
of the run Holtz recently completed 
at the Palace. 

Proposal is to permit Holtz to 
pick his supporting acts, the bill to 
change according to business, with 
Holtz in on a guarantee and per- 
centage for so long as the venture 
lasts, : 
Entire plan is contingent upon 
whether Holtz stays out on the road 
with his musical, ‘You Said It° 
Opening in Buffalo yesterday (21). 
the show goes direct to Chicago 
where, the comedian-producer has 
stated, he will close after two 
weeks if there’s no immediate tinkle 
to the box-office reception. 

One other factor which may nu!- 
lify the Shubert proposition is the 
chance of Holtz returning to the 
Palace on a run at a guaranteed 
salary for RKO should he close his 





show, 


Maintaining an open mind on the 
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Former Acts, Enticed Back to B way 
And Vaude by Reports, Rue Move 


group of 
w York 
the past four weeks with high hopes 


The gradually enlarging 
vaude actors coming into Ne 


of a quick return to work, are be- 
ginning to think the move from 
home to Broadway was in error. 
Several have left for their home 
towns during the past few days. 

That vaude is said to be in the 
air around the country does not 
help matters any with the men and 
women who in many cases gave up 
jobs at home to hit for New York 
and vaude bookings. 

Having walked out, rather dis- 
gusted, when available spots were 
cut down to a minimum, they are 
having little patience with the so 
called return of vaude. It is not re- 
turning as fast as expected. The 
next few weeks will probably see a 
thinning of the ranks of former 
standards recently on Broadway for 
vaude contracts. 

Slow Bookings 

Booking is proceeding slowly in 
the RKO office and most of the 
others, including a few indie spots, 


are following suit. Last minute 
booking is generally the rule for 


what very few open spots are left. 
This leads the returned actors to 
believe that things are not as rosy 
as they were led to believe. 

Another discourager for the boys 
and girls lately turned Pilgrim for 
vaude in a fiash at salaries prevail- 
ing. The downward revision is 
causing heart trouble among many 
an act that left when salaries were 
higher. They say they have been 
foolish to come back leaving jobs 
of 52 weeks a year that averaged 
up pretty good in towns of low liv- 
ing expense. 


Agent’s Letter to Act 
Bars Him at WB Agency 


Harry Flamm of the Herman 
Citron agency has been barred from 
the Warner booking office in New 
York following Warners’ uncover- 
ing of what Harold Kemp, WB's 
head booker, described as the first 
case of its kind he has experienced 
in his many years of vaudeville 
booking. 

Flamm- wrote a letter to an act 
in which he incorporated thoughts 
that many other agents have but 
none has dared to put in writing 
up to now. Flamm told the act, 
Chevalier Brothers, what he thought 
of the 
sides asking for commission on a 
date booked through another agent. 

It was on the commish end that 
Flamm was banned. 


Might Cool Off 


In his letter to the act Flamm 
wrote: ‘I should wait until you get 
to town to tell you this but I am 
plenty burned up and I don’t want 
to wait that long for fear that I 
might cool off. 

‘How the devil can I get any 
dough for you if you are going to 
okay any dates for that kind of 
money? The Warner office is the 
last office that-anyone can get any 
dough out of, not that they don't 
want to spend more but that they 
haven't many theatres and to get 
regular acts they have to spend 
a little more than the rest. 

‘This much consideration is due 
me, and that is that I am entitled 
to my commission for Washington, 
and < would like you to drop Kemp 
a note to the effect that if there are 
any further dates that he wants to 
play you, he should submit same 
through me.’ 

The act did as ordered and called 
on Kemp. Somehow the ‘Warner 
booker secured the letter. Flamm's 
exit from the Warner office resulted. 





Frescott’s Full Wk 


Norman Frescott, the seer and 
horoscopist, will play a full week at 
Loew's Triboro, Queens, L. L., start- 
ing Sept. 26. 

This will the first act to play this 
Split week stand a full week. 





Warner booking office, be- | 





WM. REGAN’ S DEATH 


Called Mactertens By Albany Police 
—In Flop House 

William Regan, 
villian and dancer, died in the Mem- 
orial hospital here of a fractured 
skull, suffered in a mysterious man- 
ner. Regan, who according to po- 
lice had been more or less of a 
vagrant within the last few years, 
roomed in a flop house in Madison 
avenue, where he was found un- 
conscious last Wednesday. He died 
before regaining consciousness, 

Investigators are holding another 
man pending a complete probe of 
the case, although they say there 
is no evidence to indicate the man 
met with foul play. Police say they 
believe Regan suffered the injury 
in a fall from a bed. During his 
stay in Albany, police said Regan 
frequented dance halls and spceyk- 
easies. 


NO CHANGE TO DATE IN 
NVA CLUB AND MGRS. 


N.- Y., Sept. 21. 

A petition signed by 96% of the 
patients at the N. V. A. San. is on 
its way to Pat Casey in New York. 
It asks Casey to reconsider his 
resignation as treasurer of the 
N. V. A. Fund. 

Feeling that Casey should con- 
tinue as an N. V. A. officer is gen- 
eral here. 


former vaude- 





Saranac, 


In New York the N. V. A. situa- 
tion involving the 46th street social 
club and its funds remains the 
same. Were it not for the fact that 
it involves $200,000 and the welfare 
of numerous unfortunates, it would 
take on an entirely comic aspect, 
say the majority of vaudeville ac- 
tors, most of whom are disinter- 
ested. 

Officers of the N. V. A. Fund, 
which is supplying the moneys for 
the clubhouse’s maintenance, stated 
last week that the operating ex- 
pense statement requested of Henry 
Chesterfield had not been received. 
This was asked when $15,000 was 
issued to Chesterfield for the club 
costs and the New York charity 
list for June. Chesterfield has re- 
ceived $15,000 each for July, August 
and September since then. 

Statement Forthcoming 

At the club yesterday (Monday) 
Chesterfield declared a statement is 
being compiled and will be deliv- 
ered through the club’s attorneys 
this week. 

Chesterfield is in sole charge of 
the New York charity disburse- 
ments, amounting to around $2,500 
a week. This was formerly handled 
by:a committee. The club’s secre- 
tary denied that a cut had been 
made in the weekly charity list to 
keep the N. V. A. Club’s expenses 
under the $15,000 budget. 

This report probably — started, 
Chesterfield declared, when some of 
the male charges were cut to $19 
a week. The difference, he stated 
has been added to other more needy 
cases. 

Casey's status with the N. V. A. 
Relief Fund remains } enchanged., 


Max Richards Franchised 


Max Richards has an agent’: 
franchise from RKO. 

He has been sharing the office of 
Jack Weiner under a commission 
sharing and percentage arrange- 
ment. 


Whiting-Burt Back 


Coming back from Hollywood 
where they've been dabbling in pic- 
tures, Whiting and Burt strike RKO 
time again next week (26, playing 
86th St. and Coliseum, New York. 

Besides working in pictures out 
on the celluloid Coast they did some | 
material writing for that field. | 





{LOOP NOT THE 
OAME ANYMORE 


Hotels, Railroads, Draymen, | 
Dry Cleaners, Restaurants, | 
Customers, All Suffer 
Keenly—Chicago Now 
Depends on Slow-Spend- 


ing, Conservative Legits 
for Theatrical Trade— 
Standard Acts in Other 
Lines 


FEW LAYOFFS AROUND 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Show business has depreciated 
around 65% in this town the iast 


couple of years. A while back as 
many as 3,000 or more people, 
identified with the business, were 
working around here, where now it 
would take a pair of field glasses 
to find a fraction of that mob. 

Downfall of vaudeville in this 
territory is the chief cause for the 
blues. 

In the heyday of things the old 
Orpheum transportation office used 
to supply from 75 to 150 railroad 
tickets a week to actors going to 
and from the Coast from this point. 
Average now is about 20 tickets a 
week, 

Near accurate estimate shows 
about an 80% loss to roads like the 
Sante Fe, Northwestern and Chi- 
cago and Alton. Latter line used 











to average from 50 to 100 tickets a 
week between here and St. Louis 
from actor trade. 

Transfer companies once doing a 
big business have been hard hit. 
Wagons that used to stop every 
week at the Palace, State-Lake, 
Majestic, Tower, Belmont, Lincoln, 
Riviera, Diversey, Kedzie and other 
vaude landmarks now have but a 
one way track to the Palace. And 
they were all big hauls in those 
days. 

Hotels Know 

Hotel trade, it is figured, has 
dropped at least 70% of its show 
business trade. Such established 
theatrical take as the Sherman, 
Knickerbocker, Bismark, Morrison, 
Brevoort, St. Clair, Eastgate, Lor- 
raine are now deserted of show 
folk. Even the ritzy spots like the 
La Salle, Blackstone, Congress, 
Drake et al, which catered strictly 
to stars and headliners in the old 
days, notice it. 

It's become so tough that hotel 
managers here go a long way out 
of town to bid for business. Not 
unusual for them to hop to Mil- 
waukee, Detroit or Philadelphia on 
a chance of grabbing off a few acts. 
In some instances local hustling 
hotel mgrs. have gone as far as 
New York trying to line up a show 
that may not come here for months. 
Competitive battle between hotels 
has caused considerable shrinkage 
in theatrical rates. 

Dry cleaners, costumers were also 
hard hit. Many have folded. Tailors, 
restaurants, even telegraph offices 
in the loop have missed the actor 
business 

Standards Vanish 

They're not even laying off around 
here anymore. Old argument that 
in.actor can’t do anything else 
eems to be refuted by a number of 
ex-vaudevillians who used to romp 
around this town. There are Johns 
and Mabley running a rabbit farm 
in Michigan. The McRaes, aerial- 
ists, are raising muskrats in a near- 
by rural community; Hawks of 
Taylor and Hawks, singing team 
has a bakery in New York, while 
his partner is in real estate. 

Fred Fisher of the acrobatic 
Fisher Bros. is a landscape gardner 
in town; Harry Brosius of Brosius 
ind LBrown, comedy cyclists, ope- 
a barbecue place near Muske- 
he and Jimmy Creighton, 
rube act, have a tea room in De- 
troit; Dennis Chabot, who used to 
do a violin and piano comedy turn, 
runs a Canadian camp for tired 


rates 


gon; Plan 


Holtz Says Palace 





KATE SMITH s RECORD 


Equalling Longest Run of Lone Act 
at Palace | 


single week's holdover 
following advance time now booked, 
Kate Smith will break the Palace 
record on a consecutive stay since 
the house opened. Through action 
of the booking office in setting her | 
ahead to and including week of 


With a 


Oct. 3, she equals the former record 
itttained by Adelaide and Hughes 
in 1914, when they attained a 10- 


week straight run at the big house. 
The buxom air singer came into 
the Palace on the third week of the 
hoidover show with Lou Holtz, get- 


ting five straight out of that, and 
was retained for the new current 
set-up. 

Saturday (19) she started her 


eighth consecutive week, with Sept. 
26 and Oct. 3 already booked. Miss 
Smith may remain longer. 











| torney or 





GAG STEALERS 
TIRE AUDIENCE 


Vaude this season more than any 
other is cursed with a repetition of 
gags, material and pieces of busi- 
ness. Act after act is repeating 
around the houses familiar stuff 
done by many others or slightly dis- 
guised. 

Audience reaction is audible. In 
nearly every instance where an ac- 
tor starts one of the w. k. gags 
comment can be heard in the audi- 
ence. 

The RKO booking staff, including 
others who view acts week in and 
out, have made no move to alter 
this situation. Managers of theatres 
have complained in report after re- 
port, but get nowhere. 

The indies are in a fog and do 
not care much either way. 


10-ACT SUNDAY BILL 
ON B’WAY GROSSED $88 


Sunday vaude concerts at the 
Selwyn, New York, will not be 
again attempted by the Carson 
Brothers until snow flies. 

They are reported as having lost 
$500 on the first venture there Sun- 
day (6). 

The four shows playing 10 acts 
is said to have grossed a total of 
$88. House was taken on a per- 
centage arrangement which called 
for the first $65 going for ads. 
Next $160 or so guaranteed orches- 
tra. After that figure the Carsons 
and the Selwyn people split 50-50, 
with Carsons paying for the acts 
out of their share, 








Megley with Gordon 

Macklin Megley has joined Max 
Gordon in the legit division as tech- 
nical director for ‘Cat and Fiddle.’ 
It opens today (22) in Philadelphia 
for its first showing, 

Megley is reported interested in 
doing a legit show of his own. For 
years Megley was a vaude producer, 
partnered with T. Menlo Moore. 
They stepped out on one occasion 
to do ‘Gingham Girl’ (musical) on 
the road. 





hotel work, 
clerks, 


either as managers or 
Insurance has grabbed off 
some. One is a starter on a golf 
course another is in the garage 
business. Some department stores 
use actors. Anything from raising 
chickens to manufacturing neckties} 
would cover others. 





business men, Some have gone into 


Yet, it’s a cinch, all would be 
back with grease paint on the first 
call, 


Chiseled Him 


Away from $800—The Pros and Cons 


> 


Lou Holtz hasn’t consulted an at- 


a cup reader, but he in- 


sists Charlie Freeman gave him a 
swift chisel for $860 on Holtz’ re- 
cent New York Palace engagement. 
Freeman pleads justification, that 
seeming to leave the chisel right 
in the lap or elsewhere of Holtz 
agent, Jack Curtis. 

The various stories agree that 


at the Palace at $4,250 
later advanced to 
$6,000 a week. Holtz held to the 
latter salary for four weeks, until 
he closed the 8-week Palace en- 
gagement. 
Holtz said he asked Freeman for 
$6,000 a week, net. That net is im- 
portant, Freeman says Holtz asked 
for an increase to $6,000 a week 
with the increase to be net, To 
make the increase net, Freeman told 
Holtz the $1,750 could stand as a 
bonus and no contract would be re- 
quired for the extra money. 

Still 5% Off 
When Holtz started a marathon 
about the net on $6,000, Freeman ex- 
plained how the $1,750 was net, but 
that the 5% RKO office commission 
of course and certainly must come 
about of the original $4,250 that did 
not start net and could not finish 
net. 

Even then Holtz didn't go to a 
lawyer or a fortune teller. But he 
figured a bit of a stand-off. Lou 
shifted the chisel to his agent, Cur- 
tis, telling Jack the $1,750 was net 
for everyone, and that an actor 


Holtz started 
weekly and was 





could not pay commission on a net. 
So as usual the agent got the rough 
edge. 

Holtz is willing to explain the 


new chisel to anyone who will 
listen, including Freeman, the RKO 
chief booker. After Holtz goes 


through his crying routine, his 
listeners-in say anyway it’s a new 
chisel. Holtz feels better over that. 
Replies he wouldn't want an old 





yp put over on him. and the next 
time he plays the Palace, that’s 
when he will chisel back the $800. 


| Anila Mack Badly Hurt 
When Car Hits Bridge 
As She Dozes at Wheel 


Indianapolis, Sept. 21. 
Mrs. Anila Mack, 33, of Des 
Moines, member of the vaude team 
of Mack and Mack, was injured 
critically yesterday (20) when an 
automobile she was driving crashed 
into a bridge. Mrs. Mack was doz- 
ing off at the wheel. Both of her 
arms were broken and it was 
thought at the hospital thatwne 
would have to be amputated. 
Her daughter, Rosa Mack, 9, and 
A. L. Grant, 43, of Chicago, other 
members of the act, were injured. 
The party was en route from Cin- 
cinnati to Chicago, 


Olive Olsen Prefers Vaude 


Olive Olsen in Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ 
will open for RKO Oct. 3 at Sche- 
nectady and Troy. 

Her contract will be up in the 
‘Vanities’ Sept. 28 by mutual agree- 
ment. Miss Ojisen says she is 
buried in the big cast, having 
nothing but one scene, Her vaude 
trip is a single with a piano ac- 
companist. 














Bob Keane’s Satire 


Bob Keane, back east temporarily 
from the coast and pictures, is 
thinking of taking a few weeks in 
vaude under the guidance of Oz, 
the champ short namer. 

Keane's turn will be a satire writ- 
ten by Paul Gerard Smith and done 
.\by Keane in a Los Angeles stage 
kevue recently. It harps on prohib- 
itfon but on the reverse in explain- 





ing the many benefits of milk. 
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BOB 


nUGINGUN 


and 


BETTY 


Ue Will 


Take this means of 
thanking the RKO 
Officials for choos- 
ing their act for an 
entire RKO intact 


Opening at the 


RKO Kenmore 


Brooklyn, New York 
Sept. 19 


P<) 
RKO Madison, Chester 


to Follow 
S 


‘VARIETY’ says: 


“Robinson and De Witt Dance 
Flash bright and colorful enter- 
tainment capable of opening or 
closing any vaude show. Rob- 
inson and De Witt, boy and girl 
team, are corking dancers. Okay 
from end to end.” Earl. 


‘BILLBOARD sayx= 

“What class there is to the 
bill was found in the opening 
act, Robinson and De Witt, boy 
and girl, step well and with 
plenty gusto. Bowed off to 
healthy palm walloping.” Creen. 


Thanks 
IRVING YATES 











GORDON UNIT'S 
CANCELLATION 
STANDS 


The Max Gordon vaude unit, ‘New 
York to Paris,’ is off RKO 
books. Final decision was handed 
down by Hiram Brown, RKO pres- 
ident, who viewed the unit at the 
Chester, Bronx, last week. 

The Gordon unit has been 
center of much controversy in the 
RKO office. It was put on by Ed- 
die Sobol who is connected with the 
Gordon office. The RKO booking 
office caught the unit and cancelled 
it, as undesirable for the imtact 
route. 

After Freeman’s cancellation, the 
Gordon office went ahead with ef- 
forts to bolster up the unit. With 
the help of Roxy, James Turner, 
along with other RKO departments 
and execs of RKO it was placed 
back on the books waiting for an- 
other verdict from the booking of- 
fice. 

3rown became interested in the 
controversy and traveled up to the 
Chester to see the thing himself. 
His decision winds up the entire 
matter. 

The unit had Brems, Fitz and the 
Murphy  Prothers, Wee Willie 
Robyn, Albertina Rasch ancers 
and the afterpiece called ‘New York 
to Paris.’ 


the 


the 





2 in Grand Opera 


Florence Tennyson and Phil Fein 
are now on tour with the Boston 
Grand Opera company. The organ- 
ization is doing condensed versions 
of three gran@ operas and making 
them an evening’s entertainment. 

Mostly one and two-night stands 
are being played. 

Fein and Tennyson have been a 
man-and-woman singing act in 
vaude for years. 





Gap in Selwyn Sundays 


There was no Sunday (20) vaude 
booked for the Selwyn, although the 
Sabbath shows started the previous 
week and were to continue. Ten- 
act bill is planned for next Sun- 
day (27). 

Cne reason offered for the post- 
ponement was the Jewish holidays. 
Biz Sunday (13), the initial try, re- 
ported awf, 





Jim Londos, Scientist 

Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Publix ts taking no chances on 
getting mixed up with the wrestling 
commission in this state over the 
booking of Jim Londos, heavy- 
weight champion, into the Oriental 
next week. No mention of opponent, 
match, exhibition or contest in 

being made in publicity matter. 


By billing Londos’ act as a scien- 
tific demonstration interference 
from boxing or wrestling officials 
will be eliminated it’s figured. 





Lowry in J. C, 

Ed Lowry will open at the Stan- 
ley Jersey City as m.c., starting 
Sept, 25. He has been at the Earle 
in Philadelphia. for some time, Due 
to the musicians’ strike which 
closed the stage shows there, he has 
been transferred to J. C, 

Transfer is temporary. In case 
the strike is settled okay, Lowry 
will go back to Philly. 





Marco’s N. Y. Stay 

Mike Marco will be in New York 
for another week. He has been 
headquartering at the Fanchon & 
Marco booking offices in the Holly- 
wood building. 

Marco is giving his particular at- 
tention to the F. & M. expansion, 
in route and productions, 





Estelle Taylor’s Start 

Estelle Taylor was booked last 
week for her first New York en- 
gagement of the fall at the Albee, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 24. 

After a subsequent week in Ne- 
wark, she will play the Palace, New 
York, unless otherwise changed 





Vaude for Erie? 

Warner Bros. is considering 
vaudeville for Erie, Pa. on a five- 
act full-week basis. 

If materializing, 











. tn. 


the Erie vaude 
will start Oct. & 


MEROFF AT PALACE 


Nov. 7 for 2 Weeks—Joe Brown at 
Palace, Cleveland 





Ben Meroff with 17 people goes 
into the Palace, New York, for the 
first time, Nov. 7 for two weeks with 
an option held on his further ser- 
vices by RKO. Meroff was at the 
Granada and Marlboro theatres in 
Chicago for four consecutives years. 
He collects $2,500 for the Palace 
date. 

RKO has signed Joe FE. Brown 
one week of vaude which will 
follow his two weeks’ run at Moss’ 
Broadway, New York. Brown opens 
at the Palace, Cleveland, Oct. 3. His 
salary for the week will be $6,600. 

Nan Halperin goes back to 
RKO books starting Oct. 4 in the 
middle west. She has seven weeks 
laid out so far, 


for 


the 





College Boy Chance 





(Continued from page 1) 


sen from college the list of the top- 
notches, has a non-collegian Paul 
Whiteman, Ben Bernie, Ted Lewis 
or Guy Lombardo, 

Versatile bands capable of step- 
ping from the dance floor to the the- 
atre rostrum and able to qualify as 
showmen in the progressive sense 
are not commanded save in a scat- 
tered half dozen instances by col- 
lege youths, 

Most of the college orchestras are 
third and fourth raters of purely 
local popularity. And it is significent 
that the genuine favorites of college 
boys themselves are bands with the- 
atrical rather than collegiate back- 
grounds. Thus at fraternity proms 
and other campus socia] events the 
imported orchestra is apt to be a 
Ted Weems, a Red Nichols, or a 
Duke Ellington. 


Needs Bankrool 

Thanks to the Musicians Union 
the average college boy stepping 
into dance orchestras work profes- 
sionally after leaving school can ob- 
tain twice or three times what his 
services would be worth to any 
commercial firm in the beginning. 
That explains why many graduates 
forget their academic rank as civil 
engineer, lawyer, dentist, etc. to get 
themselves a bankrool] through jazz. 

Carl Webster of Yale, reached the 
Palace, Chicago, and was set for the 
Palace, New York, before family 
pressure made the decision between 
the temporary affluence of jazz and 
the slow upbunilding of a career in 
engineering which his Yale dilploma 
made possible, Webster quit as a 
musician and became a_ business 
man, Others have the same inten- 
tion but get bogged and fail to 
break away. 

Many bands are still known as 
so-and-so and his University of Si- 
wash orchestra. This is a caudal 
appendage of the collegiate epidem- 
ic of some years ago when 
the university tag was deemed in- 
dispensable to jazz band salvation. 
In those days many leaders who 
thought a carriculum was some- 
thing to eat rushed to stick rah- 
rah labels on their aggregations. 
This phobia has now been cured. 

Hot Arranger 

Public places slight value on 
bandsmen simply because they have 
taken courses in ‘English Drama 
from the Beginning to 1642’ or ‘Ro- 
mantic Poets from Blake to Words- 
worth.” A good hot arranger or a 
moaning wah-wah trumpeter is a 
safe and surer road to fame. 

In the list below are those who 
are reported to have gotten along 
without attending college. An idea 
may be gleaned of the _ relative 
clicking in the dance business of 
the college graduate. This rather 
lengthly list contrasts with the 
handful of collegians already named 
plus Anson Weeks, Bert Lown, 
Lloyd Huntley, Jimmy Joy who pa- 
tronized the endowed temples. 

Here are didn’t-goers: 

Johnny Hamp, Henri Gendron. 

B. A. Rolfe. Earl Burnett. 

Paul Whiteman. Vincent Lopez. 

ben Bernie, Jan Garber. 

Ted Lewis. Isham Jones, 

Coon-Sanders, Gus Arnheim. 

Wayne King. Tom Gerun, 

Ted Weems. Ted Fiorito, 

Abe Lyman. Jack Denny. 

Vhil Spitalny. Duke Ellington. 

Ben Pollock Cab Calloway. 

Herbie Kay. Louls Armstrong. 

Leo Reisman, Earl Hines. 

Meyer Davis. Dan Russo. 

Irving Aaronson, Maurie Sherman. 

Guy Lombardo, 

College boys are perhaps fairly 
numerous among the membership of 
many of these leaders. But what 
is significant is that so few of the 
topnotchers commanding the big 
money are college boys. 





Reno’s Nit-Wits 
Away from the Aalbu Sisters, Al- 
len Reno is heading a new act of his 





i 


Own, with nine men supporting. 
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Many Novelties and New Features 
To Be Seen with Radio City's Opening 








Suitcase Date 





Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
Advertisement in the the- 


atrical column of a local daily 
read: 
‘Wanted, cabaret talent, out 


of town, Japan. Answer—’ 


- 











‘ROXY’ NAMED UNIT 


F. & M. Sending Them Into New 
Haven—Same as Roxy’s Layout 





Fanchon & Marco units now being 
especially built for the Fox deluxer 
in New Haven are to be known as 
the ‘Roxy’ unit taking its name di- 
rectly from the Roxy, Broadway, 
where the shows are being set up 
under the supervision of Clark 
Robinson. Tommy Dowd will pro- 
duce the units under the latter. 
The first is scheduled for New 
Haven, week of Sept. 25 when the 
Paramount, New Haven, takes on 
the regular F. & M. units formerly 
going to the Fox house. 


Assisting Dowd and handling the 
dances is Elizabeth Friedman, Idea 
as indicated is that the costumes 
and settings which will be utilized 
for the New Haven unit to corre- 
spond with the Roxy layout. Besides 
which the Roxy stage technique plus 
additional localized atmosphere is 
to be spotted in the New Haven 
shows. 


Vaudefilm for H. 0. H. 


Manhattan Playhouse, which ope- 
rates several theatres around 
Greater New York, will shortly re- 
open the Harlem opera house on 
125th street with a vaudfilm policy. 
The house has been closed for some 
time, 

The group which controls this 
house has been influerced on a 
vaude policy due to the unusually 
large business attracted to their 
Mount Morris theatre, 116th street 
and 5th avenue. This house, now in 
its second week of six acts on a 
split week, has been’ grossing 
around $900 a day at 30c top. The 
house plays four shows daily. 

It is possible that the Clinton the- 
atre in downtown Manhattan, ope- 


rated by same group, will go vaud- 
film shortly also. 











2 B’klyn Vaude Houses 


Max Rudnick, who operated the 
Halsey and DeKalb theatres in 
Brooklyn last season on a lease 
agreement from the White estate, 
is reported as having taken over the 
houses for the coming season on the 
same terms, 

‘Vaude and pictures will be the 
winter policy. Harry Lorraine will 
again handle the indie vaude book- 


ings. The house Plays five acts on 
a split week, 





JOHNNY SIMON ON COAST 
Johnny Simon will leave the 
Weber-Simon New York staff Oct. 


1 to go with the agency’s Holly- 
wood office. 


Simon likes the Calif. climate. 





Vaudeville on the most preten. 
tious scale yet will be offered New 
Yorkers around New Years, 1933, 
when the International Music Hall, 
one of the multiple features of Ra. 
dio City, may be ready to open, 
This part of the gigantic develop. 
ment fostered by RCA, Rockefeller 
and allied interests, will be rushed 
to completion first. The straight 
sound house, promised as a unique 
picture theatre, will be the secona 
structure in the Radio City mass to 
be readied, with that scheduled 
shortly after. 

S. L. Rothafel (Roxy), who will 
be managing director of these and 
other adjuncts of Radio City, ig 
sailing for Europe today (22). First 
visiting Berlin, Rothafel will touch 
Moscow, Paris and London before 
returning on the ‘Europa’ Oct. 29, 
The Music Hall will be the largest 


commercial theatre of any style 
with an announced seating ca- 
pacity of 6,400. Its two or more 


shows daily will be on an average 

of three hours in length, without 

films used unless it’s a newsreel, 
Location 


The Music Hall will be located 
on the northwest corner of 6th ave- 
nue and 650th street, northern 
boundary line of the huge develop- 
ment, 

The Radio City Cinema, as the 
straight picture house will be 
named, is to be on the southwest 
corner of 6th and 48th street, latter 
southern terminus of the two 
square blocks. Seating capacity, 
not permanently decisioned, will be 
between 1,400 and 1,800. 


1933 when both 


By theatres are 
expected to be open, the elevated 
structure on 6th avenue will be 


down, it is expected. 

Radio City will have what is to 
be known as Radio City Forum, 
This will take up the center of 
the development, with waiting 
rooms, restaurant, tearoom, and 
lounges, etc. 

Around it and in connection with 
the theatres will be provided a 
myriad of things theatrical, There 
will be a music and ballet school, 
another school for vocal culture 
and a radio tryout station where 
new talent for the air, or for other 
uses, can be given trial. 

Roxy will have jurisdiction over. 
these features as well as over the 
operation of the theatres. 

The entire development, embraces 
ing all buildings, will house gene 
eral offices of RCA and all its sube 
sidiaries, including RKO, Radio Pice 
tures, RKO-Pathe, NBC, Radioe 
Victor, Trans-Lux, Nathe News, 
ete. 





Curtis’ Foreign Dept. 
Jack Curtis agency is starting & 
foreign department. ; 
Dick Henry is added to the staff ta 
handle those booking. 
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Triumphant Return from Europe 


The International Mimic Artist 


Booked Solid RKO Intact Show 
Opening Oct. 10th 


BORED 


RKO 
JACK CURTIS 





























ul 
1d 
is 
st 


as) 


st 
le 


re 


78 


at 


0, 











At 

















Tuesday, September 22, 


1931 


VAUDEVIEBLE. 


VARIETY 














Michalove States How WB Stands 
Qn Vaude in Any Warner House 


7 








Up in New England, where War- 
ner Bros. is attempting to break the 
stranglehold of double-billing, with 
that in the face of screen two-tim- 
ing by competitors meaning some- 
thing else may have to be added, a 
half dozen towns stand as strong 
yaude possibilities. A seventh, Tor- 
rington, discussed by the Warners 
for vaude, will be out through de- 
cision of the chain to keep one of 
its two houses there dark, 

Arthur Fisher, booking New Brit- 
ain for WB, and mentioned as prob- 
able booker of potential others, will 
in all probability, it is said, not have 
anything to do with any of the 
Warner. theatres if using vaude, 
since WB has its own booking office. 
That would include New Britain, 
which Fisher has independently fur- 


nished vaude for some time. On a 
New England route in Warner 


houses it would be lifted 
Fisher’s book, it is expected. 


from 


Waterbury, Ansonia, Danbury, 
Norwich and Willimantic are 
towns in Connecticut which have 
used vaude and loom as potentiali- 
ties on a return. 


The Warners are looking at the 
vaude situation in much the same 
way as Publix. According to Dan 
Michalove, WB theatre operator, 
stage attractions for Warner houses 
will be considered in an individual 
way as situations and problems 
come up. If pictures are pulling 
satisfactorily and there seems no 
apparent necessity for vaude, it 
won't be used. 

Where it might appear vaude will 
either resurrect business or protect 
it, that policy will be among those 
considered. 

Michalove’s angle is that it’s en- 
tirely up to individual operations, 
local conditions, pictures, competi- 
tion, ete. 





Milwaukee on Intact 


The RKO intact route has been 
given the addition of Milwaukee, 
full week. The house has been 
booked by Willie Berger, dickering 
with acts on intact routes at 25% 
cuts to play his date as a filler in- 
stead of laying off at this point. 

Putting Milwaukee on the intact 
route will probably retain the cut 
salary angle. 

There is a possibility of the Or- 
pheum, Winnepeg, going back on 
the intact route shortly. 








INDIES FIGHT OVER 
BOSTON BOOKINGS 


First flare up over house book- 
ing among the indies has arisen be- 
tween Arthur Fisher and the Dows. 
The contention is the Gayety, Bos- 
ton. Each office claims the right 
to book vaude into the spot. So 
far Fisher is winner, as he has 
booked a show which opened Sat- 
urday (19). 

The Dows allege they had every- 
thing set through the Metropolitan 
Booking Office of Boston. They 
show correspondence from Paul 
Danish of that office in which Dan- 
ish states that everything is okay for 
the Dows to book in the first show. 

Fisher says he did not seek the 
house but it fell into his lap. The 
Dows meantime have been in long 
distance phone communication with 
E. M. Loew, the owner of the 
Gayety, and stated that they have 
an appointment with him for this 
Friday (25). 

It looks like only one of several 
open battles among the indies. ‘They 
all claim numbers of houses, with 
many claimed by two or three indie 
bookers. If they all pooled their 
theatres into one pot the sum total 
would amount to about 15 weeks, 








Lew Cantor Producing 


Lew Cantor, recently given a pro- 
ducer-agent franchise on the RKO 
booking floor, is producing big acts 
again. At one time Cantor was 
perhaps the most prolific flash act 
producer around the vaude marts. 

Cantor left vaude to ge legit pro- 
ducing. Finding the legit going too 
tough, he has returned to vaude. 


B&K Vaude Bookings 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Oriental now establishing itself 
as a vaude spot. Bookings set last 
week cements Trixie Friganza for 
week of Oct. 2. Jim Londos, wres- 
tler, follows, and Oct. 16 brings in 
Al Trahan, 

Thurston, who hit big business at 
the ace Chicago last week, will re- 
turn for two neighborhood weeks at 
the Publix-B.&K. Uptown and Ti- 
voli, Sept. 25 and Oct. 2. 








BILLY and ELSA NEWELL 


Offering a new comedy hit by 
Bennett and Carlton, It’s 
“Just a Little Different” 
“With a new twist to songs, 
satire and _ steps. The Newells 
landed a laugh hit.”—“News,” Chi- 
cago, Til. 
Direction HARRY WARD 
Max Gordon Office 


RADIO STATION IN. 
CLUB AGENCY BIZ 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Here’s some more competition for 
the struggling vaude booking agent. 
WCFL, organized labor outlet, has 
organized a club department for the 
boeking of its ether talent, with Joe 
Plunkett, station’s program man- 
ager, directing it. 

Station proposes to build the acts, 
create public interest in them and 
sell them to private affairs as ether 
names. Plunkett says he intends 
to make a specia) play for conven- 
tions. Big selling point here will be 
to offer in return for the buying of 
talent five or ten minutes of the 
outlet’s broadcast time to conven- 
tion speakers for the airing of the 
get-together’s affairs, 








Doc Baker’s 9 People 
After an-absence of six months 
from vaude Doc Baker is back with 
a nine-people act. He tries it out 
at the Kenmore the last half cur- 
rent week, 

Walter and Betty Redick, for- 
merly with Baker, have been re- 
placed by another twain, Charles 
and Helen Stone, 








Well Lishted Stages for Vaude 
Rather Than Special System 





COMBO SHOW, UNIT AND 
ACTS FOR SUBWAY TIME 


An innovation Car- 
roll as 


with Harry 
to be tried on 
the Brandt subway circuit around 
New York in early October. Car- 
roll has lined up with the Brandts 


producer is 


to produce a stage unit monthly 
which will play Werba, Carleton 
Windsor and Flatbush _ theatres 


with five acts of vaude. 

Eddie Elkort of the Ed. Davidow 
agency will handle the booking. 
Carleton, Jamaica, is playing five 
acts of vaude, indie-booked. 





No Stage Sunday Ruling 
Calls Warners to Arms 


Steubenville, O., Sept. 21. 
Although films have been legal- 
ized by state law, Sunday stage 
shows are illegal in this town. Miss 
Amanda Strayer, city solicitor, has 
ordered two theatres to abandon 
acts on Sundays or face prosecu- 
tion. 

Management of the Warner the- 
atres, importing talent from Pitts- 
burgh, claims it impossible to can- 
cel and that they will fight this in- 
terpretation of the Ohio law. 


Butterfield Opening Days 











The Butterfield circuit of theatres 
in Michigan, which recently was 
placed on the vaude books of RKO 
to open shortly with vaudefilm pol- 
icies, will differ from other RKO 
midwest opening dates. Sundays 
and Thursdays will be change days 
for Butterfield instead of Saturdays 
and Wednesdays, as almost uni- 
versal on the RKO circuit. 

The only other houses playing 
RKO vaude in the midwest to have 
the same opening day policy is the 
Indiana, Terre Haute, and Holly- 
wood, Detroit. 


Triboro Minus Vaude 

Loew’s Triboro, Queens, L. I., will 
given up vaude within the next 
month or so. Exact date depends 
on picture bookings. 


The Triboro opened Jast February 
and did well until the summer. 





The well lichted stage will con- 
tinue to be vaudeville’s chief effect. 
RKO has decided to dispense with 
the special lighting system designed 
for the intacts by Roxy. 

RKO bills will as always be 
lighted according to the limitations 
of the theatres, this meaning dif- 
ferent arrangements in practically 
every town. Lack of uniform equip- 
ment on the RKO circuit made the 
Roxy light plots impractical for the 
unit’s use. 

Besides the equipment handicap 
which Roxy’s ideas run up against 
at the start, another difficulty con- 
cerned complaints from numerous 
individual acts. Most of these were 
comedy turns accustomed to work- 
ing with all whites on and no spots, 
all contending that bright stages 
are best suited to comedy delivery. 
Herman Timberg made a particu- 
larly stern stand against Roxy’s pic- 
ture house lighting style. Timberg 
claimea that at the first perform- 
ance in Syracuse during the telling 
of one gag he was struck by three 
different colored spots, with the 
lights getting more attention from 
the audience than the gag. 


WB’S OWN BOOKING 


Expected to Place Bills at New 
Britain, Conn 








Warner vaude booking office is 
now issuing contracts to acts for 
their house in New Britain, Conn., 
which Arthur Fisher is still book- 
ing. The move means that Warners 
will book the house though no no- 
tice has been sent to Fisher, he 


can give Fisher one week notice on 
the agreement between them. 

I. J. Hoffman’s formerly owned 
houses of Waterbury, Torrington, 
Ansonia and Derby Conn., are still 
on the doubtfull vaude list of Warn- 
er’s. The only Warner houses 
bought from Hoffman playing vaude 
at present are New Britain and 
New London. 





Union Hill Vaude 

RKO will restore vaudeville to 
the Capitol, Union Hill, N, J., Oct. 
3. The house will fall on Harry Kale 
cheim’s book. 

Four acts on a split, with two or 
three of the stage spots each half 
used for showings and break-ins. 
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ter of ceremonies at Loew’s 
funny as any guy going right 





while I don’t get about as much as for- 
merly, this young feller, Milton Berle, who is mas- 


unobnoxious for a master of ceremonies.” 


BY REQUEST—RETURN ENGAGEMENT IN FOUR WEEKS 


MILTON BERLE 


M. C.’ing at Lcew’s State, New York, This Week (Sept. 19) 








“Milton Berle, who has been monologing his way 
around the circuits for the last five years, but is 
making his first start on the personally-conducted 
master of ceremonies assignment. 
has made a painstaking study of the styles of the 
other m.c.’s, and, without copying them, has caught 
the spirit of the vaudeville toastmaster nicely. 


Personal Management SAMUEL BAERWITZ, 151 West 46th Street, New York City 


State, is about as 
now, and amazingly 


“VARIETY” 





Young man 


What the Critics Said During Loew’s State Theatre, New York, Engagement Four Weeks Ago (Week Aug. 22) 


DAMON RUNYON’S “I SECRETLY THINK” “THE BILLBOARD” 


who won warm favor from the 
palm pushers for his competent handling of the 
m.c. job, has an easy time to knock off big returns 
in his own spot. He’s a really clever spieler, using 


ON 
“Milton Berle, 


good material and 


singing and an impersonation of Eddie Cantor. 
Milt rates the dough (and probably more) that 
he is getting for the week, 











sidelines with some comedy 


claims, to stop booking bills. WB 
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Direction, 


CASTLETON, MACK » OWEN 


19, RKO PALACE, NEW YORK - NOW 


SAM TISHMAN, TISHMAN & O’NEAL AGENCY 
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ERNARDO DE PACE 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT AT RKO 
HIPPODROME, NEW YORK 
THE WIZARD OF THE MANDOLIN 
Assisted by CELINE LESCAB and 


RKO: JACK CURTIS — Ind.: WM. MORRIS 


BETTY LA FOREST 
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Mutual Wheel Creditors Looking 


For Assets—May Ask About Columbia 





Judgment creditors of the former 
Mutual burlesque wheel are report- 
ed conferring whether to proceed 
legally to ascertain what became 
of the wheel's assets, if any. There 
are other creditors besides those of 
record. In judgments it is said the 
Mutual owes around 320,000. How 
much is owed to other creditors is 
not estimated. 

The intention of the investiga- 


tors for the judgment creditors from 
the account is to gather all of the 


Mutual’s creditors. Most of them 
are allied with the show business. 
They sold costumes or properties to 
Mutual wheel shows or the wheel 
itself. They allege the present Co- 
lumbia burlesque wheel, newly 
formed and named this season is 
merely the former Mutual wheel 
under another title. 


Herk the Magician 


I. H. Herk is named as the ma- 
gician who did the transformation 
over night. Herk was president of 
the Mutual and is now president of 
the Columbia. Herk when queried 
some weeks ago about the accumu- 
lating judgments against the Mu- 
tual Burlesque Association, replied 
the Mutual had discontinued busi- 
ness without assets. That appears 
to be agreed with by the creditors 
of the Mutual. 

One of the investigators for the 
creditors stated all claims against 
the Mutual wheel will be pooled if 
agreeable to all parties. Thereafter 
the proceedings against the Mutual 
and its officers will be taken by the 
creditors’ committee, it was stated. 

The creditors are reported mak- 
ing fraudulent allegations over the 
Mutual's abandonment of the bur- 





Wakefield’s Misfortune 


Frank Wakefield, burlesque comic, 
is still in a Philadelphia hospital 
after having submitted recently to 
an operation for blood poisoning. 

Amputation of a leg was neces- 
sary in order to save his life. 
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FISHBEIN INDICTED ON 
BRONX GIRL’S CHARGES 


An indictment 
larceny in the 


charging grand 
first degree was re- 
turned in Bronx County against 
Joseph K,. Fishbein, manager of a 
burlesque show playing in Fuffalo 


who is accused by his former 
fiancee, Sarah Wishnick, of 1542 
Jessup avenue, the Bronx, with 


stealing her $2,100 under promises 
of marriage. 

According to Miss Wishnick, who 
is a partner in a firm making 
dancing slippers, she became en- 
gaged to Fishbein several months 
ago. He told her he had an oppor- 
tunity to go into the theatrical 
business, but needed cash. She 
turned over $2,100 to him and he 
disappeared, she charges, not only 
with the €noney but with her new 
Chrysler car. 

He later returned the machine 
but retained the money. Officers 
left for Buffalo Friday (18) with a 
bench warrant. 





N. Y. Burlesque Musicians 
Take Cut; Leaders 
$19, Side Men $22 


A meeting last week between Ed- 
ward Canavan, chairman of New 
York Local 802, and I. M. Herk, of 
the Columbia wheel, resulted in a 
reduction in scale for musicians in 
the New York burlesque houses, 


Leader’s salaries were dropped 
from $119.80 to $100. Side men will 
collect $75 instead of $97. The new 
scale starts in two weeks. Colum- 
bia houses in New York employ six 
musicians and a leader beside the 
regular road show conductor. 


Reduction in scale for stage hands 
is also being sought by Columbia, 
with negotiations going on. 


Public Rehearsals Now 








Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Rehearsal gag is being used to 
results at the burleycue Haymarket 
here. House is admitting the cus- 
tomers at noon for an hour’s worth 
of watching the chorus go through 
the kicks for the next week’s show. 

They're going for this inside peek 
into show business, with the house 
reporting its best business in years 
for the early afternoon hour. 

Rehearsal is on the square for the 
greater part and proving a great 
boon for the gals, relieving them of 
the necessity for post-midnight leg- 
work, 
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Stock Audience’s End 


That all stock burlesque 
audiences come to an end 
sooner or later, through that 
brand of entertainment being 
unable to create new trade, is 
again borne out by the Min- 
skys walking out of the Na- 
tional Winter Garden, down- 
town New York. 

The Minskys held the east 
slide spot for a long term. They 
believed it impregnable. The 
Winter Garden became a slum- 
ming expedition with its raw 
burlesque performance. 

After its local clientele had 





dwindled away, the Minskys 
held the uptown slumming 
trade. When that quit the 


Minskys quit. 

Meantime the Minskys had 
opened another stock burlesque 
show at the Republic on 42nd 
street. That has been going 
along for about six months. 











Heat Alibi Sloughs 
Minskyettes’ Extra 
$2 Stripping Fee 


Stock burlesque in the New York 
and Brooklyn houses has_ been 
staggering the past fortnight, with 
the weather still given the blame. 
Both the 5th Avenue and Riviera 
stocks were slapped hard, with 
every possible retrenchment fol- 
lowing. 


The Minsky office started slash- 
ing wherever possible. Salaries 
were reduced at the Central and 
Apollo, including elimination of the 
$2 that the strip girls had been re- 
ceiving in the stock assignments. 
The girls were getting the two 
bucks in addition to regular chorus 
salaries. 


Columbia wheel shows playing 
the Minsky houses as well as the 
irving Place, 14th Street, and the 
Star, Brooklyn, were also subjected 
to budget slashes. 





Spanish Musical Stock 


San Jose theatre, 110th street, 
New York, reopened as a Spanish 
theatre Friday (18) with a stock 
musical comedy company in Span- 
ish, plus a line of girls. 


Two short musicals on the cur- 
rent program with a weekly change 
policy. 

Theatre was run last year as a 
Spanish vaudfilm house, with fea- 
tures and acts in Spanish. It had 
to close up about two months ago 
because of lack of film product. 





Offin Moves Over 


Phil Offin, RKO floor rep for Ed- 
die Kellar, is switching to the 
Weber-Simon agency. 


New Columbia Wheel 


(Weeks of Sept. 21 and 28) 


Bare Facts—L. O.; 28, Gayety, Buffalo. 

Big Revue—Academy, Pittsburgh; 28, 
Lyric, Dayton. 

Bohemians-Hudson, Union City; 28, Gay- 
ety, Brooklyn. 

Facts and Figures—Gayety, Washington; 
28, Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Footlight Filashes—Gayety, Detroit; 28, 
Empire, Toledo. 

Frivolities of 1932—L. O., 28; Hudson, 
Union City. 

tiggle-Gayety, 28, Gayety, 
Washington. rh 
Girls From the Follies—Empress, Chica- 
go; 28, Gayety, Detroit. 

Girls in Blue—Gayety, Buffalo; 28, Plaza, 
Worcester. 


Hi Ho -Everybody—Central, New York; 
28, Star, Brooklyn. 

Hindu Belles—L. O.; 28, Garrick, St. 
Tauis, 


, Kuddling Kuties—L. O.; 28, Howard, Bos- 





Baltimore; 


on, 

Liberty Bells—Howard, Boston; 28, Lyric 
Bridgeport. 

London Gayety Girls—Garrick, St. Louis; 
28, Empress, Chicago. 

Nite Life in Paris—Gayety, Brooklyn; 28, 
Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

Novelties of 1932—Lyric, Bridgeport; 28, 
Apollo, New York. 

Playin’ Around—Apollo, New York: 28, 
Central, New York. 
Pleasure Seekers—Irving 
York; 28, Route No. 1. 
Rumba Girls—-Trocadero, Philadelphia: 28 
Gayety, Baltimore. f 
Sab Raynor and His Gang—Lyric, Day- 
tcn; 28, Empress, Cincinnati. 
<te Daughters—Empress, Cincinnati: 
Step Lively Girls—Route No. 1; 28, Em- 
pire, Newark, 

Sugar Babies—Empire, Newark; 28, I. O 
Watson's Big Fun Show Star, Brooklyn 
28, Irving Place, New York. 


Place, New 





| Girls Fool Yokels 
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Acts Booking Selves _ 
Forget ‘Overhead’ Fee, 
Embarass Club Biz 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Another battle between the as- 
sociated club managers and the en- 
tertainers for the meagre remains 
of club business is in the making, 
following on ultimatum from the 
agents to the entertainers who book 
direct. 

In the office of Riley and Goss, 
leaders of the Club Managers Ass'n, 
is a card which plasters the wall 
with: ‘Notice to Entertainers: any 
entertainer booking or playing—lIn- 
dependent Dates-—has lost his or 
her value in this office. All of the 
associated managers, some 14 of 
them, have been sent these cards, 
and most of them have tacked ’em 
up on the main wall. 

This dictum refers strictly to di- 
rect booking between artist and the 
club committee, and claimed not to 
refer against entertainers who book 
with agents not in the association. 
There has been a great deal of 
direct booking going on, but with 
the artists claiming they have the 
right to so do. Entertainers arguc 
that everything ‘s on the square if 
they do not actually solicit a date, 
but are approached by the commit- 
tee. But the managers reply that 
the players in this case should re- 
fer the committee to the agent of 
the show at which the entertainer 
was caught by the committee in 
question. 

Stenographer! 

Where it hurts most for the 
agents, is that in direct booking, 
the player will ask for salary he re- 
ceives regularly from an agent, for- 
getting to remember that the agent 
always asks for five or 10 bucks 
more in order to pay his own of- 
fice expenses. Later, when the man- 
ager tries to make a deal with the 
committees, and names a figure for 
an act, the buyers tell him tiat the 
same act worked on a date for so 
much lower. Resulting often, that 
the agent loses out entirely, besides 
acquiring a rep as a gyp. 

Whether this dictum will mean 
anything depends+ upon the united 
front of the agents. If some do, and 
some don’t; whole thing will blow 
over. As it’s likely to do, anyway; 
since the club booking business 
locally is at present as full of holes 
as Swiss cheese. 


Where Dirt Shows Lead 


Rochester, Sept. 21. 

Apollo theatre, formerly the Vic- 
toria, to be razed for parking sta- 
tion. James B. Ayers has leased 
site from the Auditorium Theatre 
Corp. House built in 1910, was in 
the red plenty last year on second 
run, double feature policy. 

Never got back on paying basis 
after city officials closed it. two 
years ago for running dirty bur- 





(Continued from page 1) 


procedure with the pink tightea girl 
next, with both of these only identi. 
fied by their legs to the knees. 

After the second sale the cup. 
tain is raised for a laugh as the 
two homely girls are seen. Thig 
livens up the crowd and also the 
bidding thereafter. The latter, aided 
by the shills in the audience, goeg 
as high as $15 or $20 per giri, After 
the last girl has been sold the auce- 
tioneer advises the buyers to take 
their girls, but be certain to return 
them to the cars by seven the next 
morning. 

Softies 

The soft yokels are pie for the 
minstrel women. Auctions are only 
held in the smaller places. When 
the couples pair off the girls start 
to work. They ask their swaing 
where there could be any place to 
go in a town like this? The yokeg 
admit that nite life is a complete 
bust in their home town. 

Whereupon the girls suggest that 
they go to the private car where the 
girls sleep. They tell, which is the 
fact, that each girl has a compart- 
ment of her own in the car. The 
bumpkin agrees. In the private 
sleeper the girl remarks it isn't very 
lively; that there is a privilege car 
behind -vhere they can have some 
drinks and fun. The saps always 
go for the privilege car. In there 
eventually they find all of the other 
girls and town fellows. 


The Cleaners’ Car 


(A privilege car in any traveling 
show permitting it, is the drinking 
and gambling place of the troupe 
It’s usually found only with carnie 
vals or circuses. Seldom any meme 
ber of an outdoor troupe falling for 
the privilege car winds up the sea- 
son with any savings). 

After the drinking and gambling 
have been going on long enough for 
the rubes to be cleaned, three or 
four men in uniforms with clubs 
and guns appear. They say they are 
railroad superintendent and his de- 
tectives. The supt. demands to 
know why strange men aave been 
permitted or railroad property.: Re- 
ceiving no satisfactory answer, the 
stand-in made-up trouper instructs 
the phoney detectives to see that 
every stranger is ejected from the 
ear forthwith. 

It’s an entirely new take ’em gag 
in any wise for this end of the 
rails. 





Rose Takes People’s 


People’s theatre on the Bowery 
goes stock in a week or so, with Joe 
Rose as producer, Rose has posted 
$500 security for the house. 

The old Hopkinson theatre in 
Brooklyn may be shortly opened by 
stock players on a commonwealth 
basis. 
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JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction 
TOM J. FITZPATRICK 
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PLAYING RKO CIRCUIT 








Direction: 
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HEADLINING 


HARRY FITZGERALD 


SEPT. 19, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
BOOKED SOLID UNTIL FEB., 1932 
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News From the Dailies 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper, 


items as pub- 
‘ York, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 











EAST 





Box from which Pres. Wilson 
often viewed the show at Keith’s, 
Washington, marked by a bronze 
placque Tuesday. Big local politi- 
cal and social event. 

Hassard Short back from London 
to stage a musical for Sam H. Har- 
ris. 








Pearl Tupper, actress, appeared 
in West Side Court against Saul 
Miller who, she said, entered her 
room in the early morning and took 
her purse containing $43. She gave 
chase over the roofs in her pajamas 
and caused his capture. Miller was 
held for the grand jury. 


Mrs. Bruce Bairnsfather notified 
the N. Y. Supreme Court she no 
longer desired a divorce, and her 
case was dismissed just as Justice 
Glennon was about to sign an in- 
terlocutery decree. Mrs. Bairns- 
father said the creator of ‘Old Bill’ 
was unduly attentive to Constance 
Collier. Bairnsfather ascribes his 
dereliction to temporary aberration 
and promises not to encore, So 
he’s taken back. 


Carl Laemmle back from Europe. 

John Philip Sousa has written an 
operetta which may be presented 
this season, 








Wilda Bennett, who first sued and 
then married Anthony Wettach, has 
separated, but declares that it is 
only a trial separation and that 
they see each other frequently. 
Wettach admits the separation. 


First mortgage of $65,000,000 at 
5% has been placed on Radio City 
buildings, yet to be erected, by the 
contractors. Loan made by the 
Metropolitan Life Ins. Co. Loan 
will be met by the sale of bonds 
by the ins. co. as the building prog- 
resses and need for money arises. 
The bonds are secured by the mort- 
gage. Last will come due in 1950. 
This is said to be the largest sum 
ever written on a single property. 


‘Lottie’ 
Room.’ 


changes title to ‘Guest 
Comes into Biltmore Oct. 5. 


John Held, Jr., divorced via Mex 
courts, 





Betty Real and Theo Phane pro- 
moted from the line to a specialty 
in ‘Follies.’ 





Five thousand people late to busi- 
ness Tuesday when a blimp hooks 
up to Empire State mooring mast 
about office time. Rope hooked on 
but parted after a moment, and the 
blimp quit the effort. 

Action of Mrs. Riza vonSternberg 
against Marlene Dietrich has been 
entered in the N. Y. Supreme court. 
Double suit for alienation of affec- 
tions and libel. Set for hearing 
Oct. 5. 








Five Boro Ballroom and Dancing 
Academy Owners Association is the 
title of a new formation to regulate 
dance halls. 





Norman Bel Geddes and Courtney 
Burr have united as the N. Y. Pro- 
ducing Ass’n, Inc., with ‘Hamlet’ 
their first. Raymond Massey will 
be brought from London to play the 
name role. Support includes Celia 
Johnson, John Daly Murphy, Colin 
Keith-Johnson, Leon Quartermaine 
and David Horn. 





Richardson Franklin Ford loses 
his complaint against his agent 
Minnie Elizabeth Webster, when 


Equity arbitrators are shown he 
Overstated the salary he had been 
receiving. He named $250 weekly 
with ‘Grand St. Follies’ and it was 
disclosed $100 was his top. Matter 
thrown out, 


Senora Gertrude Yzquierdo, who 
used to be an opera singer, charged 
Julio Suniga with having stolen a 
$500 camera and above $1,000 in 
Jewels from her apartment. Suniga 
Was nabbed leaving an alleged fence 
where he had, it is asserted, sold the 
Jewels for $35. 





Harriet Wood, of WABC, selected 
as Radio Queen for the show. 


“House of Connolly’ not a Guild pro- 
auction, but done by Group theatre 
under sponsorship of the Guild. 





Violet Patricia Swanstrom ulullat- 
tag over her husband’s charge that 
#he is too frequently in company 
of other men, some of whom are 
Sangsters. Threatens to make him 
Prove it in separation suit he has 
brought, 





Reported Maude Adams will re- 





turn to stage to play Portia in 
‘Merchant of Venice.’ John Williams 
producing. 





Roxy promises to have all uni- 
formed staffs of new Radio City do 
a guard mount daily. Squad to be 
under a naval reserve officer. 

Shepard Traube and Max Sonini 
in new production attempt. Will 
have the Provincetown Playhouse, 
opening with ‘No More Frontier.’ 





Antonio Salerno suffering from a 





nervous breakdown, In a private 
sanitarium. 
Andrew White, threatening to 


prefer charges before Equity against 
Rosetta Duncan, changed his mind. 


Mrs. Collings, whose husband was 





bound and tossed overboard from 
his motor boat in Long Island sound 
last week, is the former Lillian 
Chelius, whose father is the com- 


poser and former dean of the Bos- 
ton Conservatory of Music. 





C. Edgerton Warburton, whose 
father is mayor of Palm Beach, is 
to marry Louise Gannett, actress, 
in three months if his family does 
not change his mind. Second ven- 
ture, his first, society affair, ending 
in a divorce. 





Anna Le Barre, toe dancer, has 
entered suit against Edw. A. Dalks, 
chiropodist, for $25,000. Charged 
that as the result of an operation 
on one of her feet by Dalks’ assist- 
ant, her foot became infected and 
that it needed four physicians to put 
her on her feet again, 





Pennsylvania Game Commission 
loaning pictures to theatres within 
the state to urge preservation of 
game, 





Contract teachers’ convention at 
the Hotel Roosevelt last week 
brought forward a bridge playing 
board not unlike that used for 
showing baseball games, play by 
play. Some 6500 persons paid $1 
each to kibitz as four experts played 
exhibition hands, 


Equity refused the request of El- 
wood F. Bostwick for additional re- 
hearsals for ‘Barbed Wire.’ Bost- 
wick explained the nature of the 
production required extra re- 
hearsals. 





Shuberts win Equity arbitration 
over one day pay for layoff of ‘Man 
in Possession’ when moving to Chi- 
cago. 

Harold Bernstein, who started 
west with Emily Grinell, wealthy 
girl who wanted to go into the 
pictures, discharged in West Side 
Court, police offering no charge 
against him. 


Sergi Klihansky, Russian bari- 
tone, found dead in the kitchen of 
his apt., 205 West 57th street, 
Thursday (17). No reason ascribed 
for what is believed to be suicide. 





Lee Frederick, p. a., wins judg- 
ment for $230 against Chamberlain 
Brown. Miss Frederick claims the 
money on account of work done, 


Geo. Leffler and R. Victor Leigh- 
ton have opened an office to book 
independent legit shows—if any. 


Ethel Leginska, pianist, engaged 
by Chas. L. Wagner to direct and 
produce a season of opera comique 
in N. Y. First will be ‘Boccacio.’ 


June Paget, dancer, was arrested 
in the Hotel Wellington Thursday 
(17) charged with having stolen the 
affections of Sidney Kay, who dou- 
bles as songwriter and drummer in 
the orchestra of ‘Scandals.’ As the 
dual job yields $10,000 a year, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Jeanette D. Kay, 
she asks $100,000 damages. Mrs. 
Kay explains she sought the arrest 
of the dancer as she had reason 
to believe that Miss Paget, who is 
said recently to have inherited an 
estate in Great Britain, was about 
to leave the country. jail was set 
at $25,000, in default of which Miss 


Paget became the guest of the 
country until Mrs. Kay relented 
Friday. Mrs. Kay eloped in 1923 
and says she lived happily with her 
husband until last Feb., when an 
anonymous phone message tipped 
her off, and he confessed. 

Emily McCormick, who is the 


nephew of Mayor Luke Higgins in 
the radio skit, named by Mrs. May 
D. Tate Smith in her suit for div- 
orce from Albert Tate Smith. Ac- 
cording to Mrs. Smith, she made 
an informal call on her husband at 
the Halfmoon Hotel, Coney Island, 
April 17. As a result, she filed a 
separation suit, in which she was 
awarded $90 weekly alimony and 


now asks for a divorce, with the 
same weekly allowance. In the sep- 
aration suit, after naming Miss Mc- 
Cormick, she charged her husband 
with consorting with women of 
loose morals but was ordered by 
the court to eliminate that section. 





Pat Crowe, who has been run- 
ning some sideshows the past few 
years, dealing with prison punish- 
ments, picked up as a suspicious 
character when an Asbury Park 
resort was raided last week. Not 
even recognized as the once famous 
Cudahy kidnaper., 





Forty race horses included in the | 


dinner party given to J. E. Widene1 
at the Biltmore, Friday evening. 


Dramatists’ Guild corrects a re- 
cent item reprinted here from the 
dailies, stating that James W. El- 
liott had been reinstated by the 
Guild. He has paid the disputed 
royalties on ‘Brass Ankles,’ but 
will not be eligible to reinstatement 
until conforming to certain other 
requirements set by the Authors’ 
League, of which the Guild is an 
affiliate. 





‘Sing High, Sing Low’ with- 
drawn, following the trial week in 
Brooklyn, 


Universal made every N. Y. daily 
on the announcement of its restora- 
tion of the old salaries, 


Pauline Lord announces that she 
will not go to Reno to contest her 
husband’s suit for divorce. Going 
to stick to B’way. 


True to the old gag, Grace Bowen, 


104 W. 40th street, bit a man and 
it’s news. Miss Bowen, who says 
she is an actress and scenario 


writer, was sitting in a car in West- 
mont, N. J., when served with a 
summons for illegal parking. Al- 
leged that she bit one policeman 
and smashed a picture frame over 
the head of another. Cost her $10. 


Mrs. Henry B. Harris, who re- 
cently underwent an operation, out 
of the hospital, 





Mrs. Margaret Sanger’s sugges- 
tion for a two-year moratorium on 
all babies at least advertises her 
birth control clinic. 





Survey of 10 cities discloses that 
average radio set is in use four 
hours daily. 





Harry Tierny offering “The En- 
chanted Doll’ for which he wrote 
both the book and the music. Best 
known as a lyric writer. 





Coney Island’s Mardi Gras drew 
big crowds but little coin. Most 
of them went down with two bits 
and came home with 15c. 


Last January a jury in Erie, Pa., 
awarded Col, Zack Miller, of 101 
Ranch, $90,000 for alleged breach of 
contract by Tom Mix, for refusing 
to go with the 101 Show. Last Fri- 
day the actor was granted a re- 
opening of the case on the grounds 
that some of the evidence ruled out 
at the trial might be admissible. 
Contract was a verbal one. 





Rosalie Stewart will come back 
as a producer with Robert L. Buck- 
ner’s ‘Portrait of a Lady.’ Due in 
November, 





Saratoga Springs planning a de- 
velopment into European type of 
spa. State to establish 148-acre 
park around the springs, with a 
theatre and other amusement de- 
vices. 


Rowland Rogers, film manufac- 
turer, who recently complained that 
his wife’s affections were alienated 
by his once most trusted friend, in 
court again Friday and obtained an 
injunction restraining Mrs. Helen 
Hoag Rogers from carrying out her 
plan to get a Reno divorce. He was 
also given custody of their eight- 
year-old daughter, taken away by 
Mrs. Rogers when she left home, 
July 9. 


Two young men offered to take 
Victoria Thompson, dance hall hos- 
tess, to her home Friday night. On 
the way they tossed her from the 
taxicab at 62d street and Central 
Park, West. She was taken to 
Flower hospital, suffering from in- 
juries to knee, wrist and lip. 
Commission considering 
licensing of additional stations in 
so-called dead spots not reached 
by current broadcasts. Iron deposits 
and granite quarries said to be 
chief causes of wave interception. 

Evelyn Brent in ‘Pagan Lady’ at 
Moss’ B’way and ‘Mad Parade’ at 
Par this week. 





Radio 





Mrs- Olga Rabinowitz is in town 
to witness the performance in 
English of her husband's ‘If I Were 
You’ by Morris Schwartz. Rabino- 
witz was the real name of Sholom 
Aieichem. 





Petty Dodd, said to be show gir}, 
charged with having instigated the 
Kane murder, disappeared after a 
quiz. Deputy Sheriff from Va, in 
town helping them look, but no re- 


sults. Had been living at Rialto 


hotel. 


Adam Carroll to do the musical 
continuity for ‘Two Seconds.’ 





Broadway Association explaining 
to the police B’way is too narrow 
to allow for pedestrians and also 
pitchmen and ballys. Particularly 
resentful of mechanical man, 
around the Central (burlesque) and 
the glib watch worker. Club jug- 
glers urged to keep the street clear 
for what little trade there is. 


Carl Rosoff, who runs a circulat- 





ing library in West 86th street 
charged with offering to rent 
Charles J. Bamberger either the 
Horn Book or ‘Fanny Hill for $1] 
or $9 more to keep it. Didn’t know 
Bamberger was agent of the vice} 
society. Case set for Sept. 30. 

RCA-Victor demonstrating a 


1 


phonograph record that will run 15 
minutes each side. Speeded at 33 
and a third, but company offers a 
dingus to stop down present 78 turn 
electrical machines to proper speed. 





Bernice Robertson, show girl, 
protests to court at use o1 her name 
in Swanstrom marital jam. Says 
she knew Swanstrom, but not in- 
timately. Judge ordered the wail 
included in the record of the case. 





Christian, German film 
looker, arrived Friday to play for 
Shuberts. Her father used to run 
the Irving Place theatre, New York, 
when it was devoted to German 
drama, 


Mady 





James Irving 3ush, millionaire, 
of the Mad. Sq. Garden group, sued 
by Roberta Law, model, for $20,000 
breach of promise. She claims 
Bush proposed and established her 
in a Park Ave. apt. Then he mar- 
ried a society woman and offered 
Roberta $200 a month for two year 
to shush. She didn’t because he 
made only the initial $200 payment, 
she says. Verbal contract, 


National Winter Garden quits. 
Minskys combine troupe with one 





at' Irving Place house. Opened for 
season three weeks ago but the 
ushers got lonesome. Uptown 


houses hurt old east side trade, 


Walter Damrosch, back from va- 
cation, pessimistic on outlook for 
professional musicians. Believes 
that mechanics will replace the ar- 
tist and that music will become an 
avocation rather than a profession; 


j}and 


$10.000 worth of damaged repas 
tation, 





Connie Bennett and the Marqufs 
de la Fallaise, RKO studio execu< 
tive, returned to Hollywood las€ 
week denying all rumors that they, 
were to be married when the Mar- 
quis’ divorce from Gloria Swanson 
becomes final, 





Wallace Beery was awarded $25,- 
244 last week by the L. A. superior 
court in a judgment directed against 
Monte C, Brice, New York radio 
man, his wife, Catherine M. Brice, 
H. T. Carey, real estate man, 
in an action involving a $20,000 note 

Dr. I. Jesse Citron, accused of 
having given illegal prescriptions to 
the late Alma Rubens, was ordered 
by Federal court to stand trial May 
5 next on charges of violation of the 





Harrison narcotic act. Defendant 
was indicted on these charges in 


March, 1929, 


Elissa Landi was wounded by a 


| bayonet last week during filming of 


a war scene at Fox. She leaves 
Hollywood this week for a visit to 
England, 


‘Rev.’ Guy Edward ‘What-a-Man’ 
Hudson is suing his wife, Mrs. 


Newton Hudson, for divorce in Las 
Vegas soc he can re-marry Mrs. 
Minnie Kennedy, mother of Aimee 
MacPherson Hutton. Mrs. Newton 
Hudson stated she would not con- 


test the suit because 


‘If l'd win, ld 





lose.’ 
Final charges against John P, 
Mills, San Diego business man, in- 


volving an alleged attack by, .Mills 
on a 16-year-old girl, were dropped 
in L. A. courts last week. At the 
same time a similar charge against 
Wm. Jobelmann, p.a. regarding 
Olive Clark Day, and accused with 
Mills, was also dismissed. Jobel- 
mann and Miss Day were rearrested 
on charges of contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor. Former 
charges were dropped because the 
complaining witness had married 
and left the state. 


physicians decided 
that Fredric Girnau, publisher of 
the ‘Coast Reporter,’ convicted 
charges of sending obscene matter 
through the mails and sentenced to 
serve eight years in prison, was not 
in immediate need of an operation 
for a double hernia, and refused 
him transfer to a hospital. 

Carter DeHaven was haled into 
the L. A. court last week for failure 


Government 





only the persistent having courage 
to press for a career, 





Metropolitan Sq. Corp., after long 
negotiation, finally completes deals 
to site of Radio City. Friday 383 
documents were filed with the Reg- 
ister’s office clearing final leases 
and sub-leases on various parts of 
the property. A record. 





Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Collins, the 
latter Dorothy Stone, arrived Sun- 
day on the ‘Leviathan.’ No imme- 
diate theatrical plans, 


Virginia Otis, formerly of ‘Sunny 
Days,’ went to Roosevelt hospital 
Sunday, explaining she had taken 
poison by mistake. Her condition 
is not critical. 


Anna Case, who married Clarence 
Mackey, announces her retirement 
from stage. 





Unwillingness to miss a rehearsal 
was the reason of the refusal of 
Bertha Rosenberg to go to the hos- 
pital Friday. On Saturday the 
operation was performed but it was 
too late. She died the same day. 
Was to have opened at the Odeon, 
on Clinton street, yesterday (Mon.). 


due from 
(Wed.) to 


Guthrie McClintic 
Hollywood tomorrow 
start ‘Brief Moment.’ 


Winter traffic rules on B’way in 
effect last night. 


Ruth Gillmore, daughter of Equity 
head, to return to stage in ‘No 
More Frontier.’ 


Lew Leslie promises two musicals 
this season; a new ‘Black Birds’ 
and ‘The Beggar Revue.’ Latter 
will use some white players, 


COAST 


Daisy De Voe, Clara Bow’s for- 
mer secretary now serving a pro- 
bation sentence in L. A. county jail 
for alleged theft from her employer, 
last week was given the candy 
stand at the jail. She wheels a 
small cart through the corridors, 
selling to fellow prisoners. 





George Bancroft slightly injured 
in a fight scene at Paramount, re- 
ceiving a club blow on the head in 
a tussle with five men. 


On grounds that Maria Conesa, 
Mexican actress, had violated her 
contract with them, Valentine Fuis, 
L. A. merchant, and Giuseppe Miceli, 
orchestra leader, were awarded $468 
for their expenses in bringing Miss 
Conesa to Los Angeles for a series 
of concerts. Miss Conesa, filed an 





unsuccessful cross-complaint for] 


to pay alimony. 


Robert Kalter, actor, is being held 
for trial on forgery charges in L. A. 
With him are two other defendants, 
Al 8S. Keller and Fred De Linden. 


Loretta Young last week divorced 
Grant Withers on grounds of non- 
support, in Los Angeles. They 
eloped 18 months ago and married 
against the wishes of the bride’s 
mother, who was the corroborating 
witness at the divorce trial, 


L. A. superior court last week up- 
held a lower court ruling in which 
Harry M. Gould, agent, was denied 
the right to collect $415 in commis- 
sions from fPurnell Pratt, actor. 
Pratt’s demurrer was that the con- 
tract in question didn’t state the 
terms of the alleged option. 





Clem Valerio, actor, unable to ob- 
tain work on the stage and becom- 
ing a barber, last week attempted 
to end his life in Log Angeles by 
turning on the gas. He will re- 
cover. 





Edna May Cooper, actress-avia- 
trix, and her partner, Little Pal Karl, 
radio entertainer, say they'll leave 
Hollywood Sept. 27 on a trip around 
the world, shipping the plane from 
Baltimore to Europe, flying from 
Europe to Honolulu, and traveling 
once more by water back to Holly- 
wood, 


Mrs. Janet Gattis McCormick 
divorced John McCormick, former 
film producer-director, on grounds 
of extreme cruelty, in Reno, They 
were married last May. 





Despite charges by Elinor Merry, 
film actress, that he was driving 
while drunk, Ollie Tyler, San Diego 
business man, last week was ac- 
quitted in L. A. courts. Miss Merry 
testified that Tyler ran into the car 
in which she and her mother were 
riding, seriously injuring them both, 





Suit of Robert Perry Kerr, film 
producer, to cancel a $3,000 note 
given by him to Mrs. Mildred Whit- 
comb, woman explorer, was throm 
out of the L. A. courts last week, 


Mrs. Ada Johnson Held was 
granted a divorce from John Held, 
Jr., in Cuernavaca, Mexico. Reason 
not disclosed. They were married 
abroad in 1918. 





Pathe was given 20 days by the 
L. A. appellate court in which to 
file its final brief in an appeal from 
the $31,000 judgement granted in su- 


perior court to Jetta Goudal, acte 
ress, for asserted wrongful dise 
missal, 





Personal effects of the late Robert 
Burns Mantell, Shakespearean ac- 





(Continued on page 56) 
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36 VARIETY FIL HOUSE REVIEWS ae 
. MOSS’ BRO ADW AY formance is a nice production bit. Paramount, Aurora, lil. 


(NEW) 
New York, Sept. 20. 
B. S. Moss yesterday started his 
bwn Broadway theatre at Broadway 
and 52nd street on its new combin- 
ation show of vaudeville and pic- 
tures. The scale runs from 35c on 
the milk time to 85c or $1 at night. 


The Broadway is hooked in at 
about $20,000 a week and can do 
$35,000 gross on the scale. Of the 
Overhead the stage show is ex- 
pected to eat up $10,000. Four 
Stage shows daily. On the opening 
day capacity from the outset with 
a hold-out for the midnight show. 
The 9 o'clock night performance 
had reserved seats for the press 
and invited guests. Show ran 
around 150 minutes. Vaude portion 
about an hour with the manage- 


ment expecting to cut it to 50 min- 
utes, the Columbia feature ‘Pagan 
Lady’ going about 70 minutes, with 
the laughable Eddie Buzzell (Col) 
short, ‘Crossing Chris,’ included. 

Broadway seats around 2,600. It 
is somewhat like the Strand in 
seatage and lay-out of interior. 
That the house is intimate enough 
for musical comedy was proven 
when ‘The New Yorker’ became the 
comedy musical smash of last sea- 
son there. Broadway, formerly 
Colony, is modern, on two floors. 
Since the musical closed last spring, 
Moss has considered a dozen styles 
of shows for its stage, from another 
musical to music hall, vaudeville or 
any other kind, until finally settling 
on the 85c combo thing, of enhanced 
vaudeville and feature pictures. 

A slide promises first run films 
weekly for the Broadway. It sounds 
like a. big order. Currently in 
‘Pagan Lady,’ Moss is taking sec- 
ond choice. He must do that with 
all of the larger companies, if even 
then, or depend upon the indies like 
Monogram. That is why the Broad- 
Way must go heavy on its stage 
layout with $10,000 for a stage show 
in an 85c house of the Proadway’s 
capacity being way beyond the 
usual stage show cost. The RKO 
Palace at $2 top doesn’t want to ex- 
ceed $13,000 top as its salary maxi- 
mum and the Palace at that scale 
also can do $35,000 gross on the 
week. In fact $35,000 for the Pal- 
a@@ is around its record, while that 
house is hooked up between $19,000 
and $21,000 for overhead. But for 
off the record and what Moss likely 
has in mind, the RKO Palace this 
year will show a bigger profit than 
it has for many years past. 


For the Broadway at 85c top is 
more opposition to the Palace at 
$2 than it is to the $1 Roxy or 85c 
Capitol or any other Broadway pic- 
ture house even though any of 
Shem charges $1. Because the 
Broadway can't compete with the 
others in pictures, whereas the Pal- 
ace plays only vaudeville. 


The enhanced vaude thing Moss 
is trying this week is nothing new. 
It always has been a vaudeville 
gag, dating back to about 1914 when 
Martin Beck had that hunch so 
heavily for the Orpheum Circuit, it 
nearly strangled Beck, not because 
he did it but because he didn’t. 


Beck can go over to the Broad- 
Way now and be convinced that he, 
like all of the other dreamers, was 
wrong; that it isn’t the trimmings; 
it’s the acts in vaudeville. People 
want entertainment, not decoration. 
For instance on the current Broad- 
way bill, The Maxellos, unusual 
risley acrobats, just as big in a 
sawdust ring as they are on the 
Broadway stage with or without 
drapes. 

The Proadway does something, 
however, in this effort to play vaude 
in the pictures house presentation 
style; it adds some class to a pic- 
ture house show, as it did in the 
picture house, but never drew a dol- 
lar to the picture house box office 
as witness Publix, which spent the 
most on ‘class’ production, throwing 
its own presentation shows out, to 
take the cheaper Fanchon and Mar- 
co stage presentation units. The 
class comes in the production end, 
which Moss will find pretty expen- 
sive for a one huuse proposition. He 
has a regular production staff, with 
Alexander Leftwich as stager, Al- 
bertina Rasch for dances (her own 
girls); Harrry Revel on music; 
Mack Gordon, lyrics; Sid Silver, 
dialog; Howard Jackson, orchestra- 
tions; Ruby Goldberg, leader, with 
scenery, costumes, etc. For a week- 
ly or semi-monthly change this 
means money. 

If the Broadway can book for all 
weeks as good a stage show for its 
top as it has currently (supplied 
through the Warner office), the 
house may establish a stage clien- 
tele at the picture house top of 85c. 
TRAt is accepting that Moss will be 
unable to depend to any extent upon 
his picture service at any time, ex- 
cepting now and then accidentally. 
Otherwise, it’s just the acts them- 
selves split up into turns by them- 
selves, with the production part its 
own background by itself, 

A stage show of five acts has been 
spread into about 10 turns by the 
production dept. The only doubling 
numbers are when Brown goes in 


with the acrobats and the Brox 
sisters lead a chorus number. For 
that chorus number broadwalk 
chairs are employed with a rolling 
ocean background, about eight 
chairs and men. behind them, with 
two girls to each chair. 

The opening of the stage per- 


. 


In full stage is a large bed with 
Maxine Carson singing while lying 
in it, and William Langan also sing- 
ing from the arch. At the conclu- 
sion of the song the Rasch girls 
arise in lines of four from the for- 
ward part of the bedstead. Brox 
girls are on twice, Brown three 
times; Jack Pepper and his boys, 
twice, and all for the finale, with 
the girls. Langan sings with two 
girls at different times, Miss Carson 
and Dorothy Dare. Miss Carson and 
Mr. Langan are Brown's aides in 
his blackout, done apart here from 
Brown's regular turn, 


A couple of the numbers pro- 
gramed did not appear at the night 
show. Idea is to keep the stage 
show to 50 minutes, if possible. It 


will be quite a task if the present 
layout is held to. Speed was tried 
for by omissions of encores and 
where possible, bows. 

Brown showed his good physical 
condition by going in the risley act. 
In it, though doing comedy, he was 
flier and bearer at times, and despite 
the bumps, let the opinion go out he 
is no mean acrobat. In his own 
turn he danced a bit, saying it was 
the first time in several years. 
Brown is under New Acts; also The 
Maxellos. 

While it was not to be expected 

than Brown would prove the un- 
questioned draw in New York, he 
has been elsewhere on this in per- 
son trip of a few weeks, it may 
prove otherwise, even with school 
opened. The draw at the Broadway 
Saturday seemed all Brown, other 
than. the night crowd, of course, al- 
though the well advertised prices 
and preliminary campaign for the 
new house could also receive credit. 
Jack Pepper has a neat and 
laughable turn through himself and 
his stooges. One is a hebe young- 
ster and funny. He may eventually 
land by himself. Pepper's person- 
ality is attractive to women and 
men and a big asset. He has been 
doing quite well in picture houses 
as m. c. and general entertainer. 
For vaude there is a place for him 
unquestionably. 
The Brox girls have one new and 
smart bit that’s worth a lot. Its’ an 
impersonation of Marlene Dietrich. 
The Brox girls do it right, making 
the legs the big part of the imper- 
sonation and showing as much as 
they can. It cinched their hit and 
was a happy thought for this pleas- 
ing turn. 

Rasch girls okay, of course. In 
their new movements and arrange- 
ments there is a shoulder bit that 
is peaches. 

Needs a few weeks for this mixed 
policy by Moss to find its place, but 
it certainly does look to have a 
chance and that, through the vaude 
in this near-intimate house. Sime. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Sept. 19. 


If Publix can continue to guage 
the demand here as well as it has so 
far, it need have no worries about 
this house. The vaudeville here this 
week is not great, but it is inter- 
esting throughout and there is no 
dull moment. The practically ca- 
pacity crowd liked everything. 


The opener, George Libby and 
Girls, is a fine dancing act, none 
too long at 16 minutes. Libby is a 
comic using the game leg bit and 
his really funny costumes help. The 
girls do specialties with one execut- 
ing remarkable head spins. A slim 
girl stands out in various steps and 
another is a clever toe dancer. 


Truck and Homer, dressed as 
sailors, get many laughs with non- 
sense in an act which serves chiefly 
to give one a chance to exhibit some 
weird feats of contortion. Jarvis, 
Harrison and Co. use two sets, one 
showing a roadhouse illuminated on 
a hill with dancers visible and two 
autos running down from it. The 
mechanical arrangement didn’t come 
off any too well here, but they cause 
an excited buzz. The other is Suck- 
ers’ Service Station, which is also 
the name of a ditty sung by a good- 
looking juvenile. He also does sev- 
eral good taps. A man and woman 
in evening dress pull some comedy 
which isn’t much, except for a few 
neat quips. A real motorcycle and 
sidecar give a flick to the ending. 


A winner is Jimmy Lucas with a 
girl. He uses the good old hokum 
including sliding on the new carpet 
in the aisle, shaking hands with the 
patrons, and even reciting a story 
composed of picture titles. Much 
better is his singing mock dramati- 
cally a ‘pansy’ song and one on 
racketeering. Using the girl as the 
defendant, he sings a trial through. 
All of it is overdone, but how they 
like it! For the finale the girl sings 
with Lucas clowning. They couldn’t 
get enough of them. 


Rose’s Royal Midgets close, 15 of 
them, including one colored, in a 
cabaret during which all get a 
chance. Nothing remarkable but it 
moves fast and they please, 


‘My Sin’ is the picture, and while 
Tallulah Bankhead probably means 
nothing here now, judging from 
comment, she is going to. No news 
reel or anything else this show, 
which ran 2% hours. 


On the adverse side, the house 
isn’t finished yet, the lighting, which 
is said to be the best in Newark, 
makes no pretense of being subtle, 
and the orchestra of nine pieces is 





just passable 


(NEW) 
Chicago, Sept. 17. 

Aurora is one of the numerous 
midwestern, and notably Illinois, 
towns tied up 100% by Publix. That 
condition naturally means no 
vaudeville, which is found chiefly 
where opposition is rife. But be- 
cause St. Charles, 11 miles off, with 
an independent house, plays vaude- 
ville Saturdays and Sundays Au- 
rora’s new Paramount will use a 
couple of acts on the Sabbath. 

Between the demise of the oid 
Fox (not William) theatre and the 
opening a week ago of this spic- 
and-span casino of 2,016 seats Au- 
rora’s 46,000 citizens found their 
entertainment at the Tivoli, only 
other amusement parlor in the burg. 
Or headed the family Ford for Elgin 
or St. Charles or even Joliet. St. 
Charles and Joliet had vaudeville 
as a novelty inducement, although 
Joliet has now exercised the pre- 
rogative of monopoly by abolishing 
vaude, its orchestra, stage crew and 
10 cents of its admission. 


Fox River Valley is one of the 
most attractive sectors of Illinois, 
a prairie state with a few happy 
hollows. Aurora is a prosperous, 
small city, well-kept, well-run, de- 
void of the more odious Main Street 
bleakness and ugliness of the west. 
There are two modern hotels, al- 
ways a pretty good sign that a town 
is progressive, 

Publix has added a distinct orna- 
ment to the community in its new 
house. It is directly beside the 
placid river and the vista thus cre- 
ated sets off the edifice by allowing 
a full view. Few theatres any- 
where have that advantage. A 
cement porch, buttressed from be- 
low, sticks out beside the theatre 
over the rive. Except when in- 
clement weather prevents, that 
porch will accommodate lots of 
holdouts, if and when there are 
any. 

Another unusual feature and one 
that cannot be too highly com- 
mended by aesthetic gratitude is the 
landscaped garden created in the 
elbow of the ‘L’ shaped side facing 
the street. While eventually this 
may be given over to stores, the 
space has meanwhile and until then 
been safeguarded against becoming 
an eyesore by stone-flagged walks, 
hedges, trees, artificial brook, para- 
soled lawn tables, all lighted at 
night by baby spots concealed in 
the foliage. This is a pretty com- 
pliment to a pretty town. 

Theatre itself is best represented 
by its foyer, done in simple od 
taste. That cannot be dittoec 
the auditorium, which is embellistive 
by rather monstrous Venetian mu- 
rals in the rococo flamboyance cf 
a spaghetti restaurant. 

Two three-day splits and a seps 
rate show with vaude acts on Sun- 
day is the policy. Tap is 50 cents. 
Showing ‘The Modern Age’ (Metro) 
with its insincere histrionics, the 
performance caught depended for 
its chief audience appeal on ‘Catch- 
As-Catch-Can’ (Hal Roach) a 
screamingly funny comedy, proving 
that Marshall Neilan, who directed 
it, has a pronounced knack for 
intelligent slapstick, 

Banks Kennedy at the organ 
seemed popular and may build him- 
self into a fav. He talks to his 
public directly from the hydraulic 
platform and is lightly and rather 
pleasantly facetious. For a thea- 
tre with no other ‘in person’ ele- 
ment his personality and style of 
intimate address is just what's re- 
quired, 

Right now it’s evident Aurora is 
a bit self-conscious when invited to 
toss off a little group harmony. 
Kennedy will have to undermine 
those small town inhibitions. 

Biz was pretty light on a 
Wednesday night. Land, 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 18. 
That Dave Schooler no doubt has 
some certain kind of following here 
amd on this return trip after some 
months of absence looks a natural. 


However, placing Schooler back 
by the Loew production people looks 
more to be one of those side winks 
by Louis Sidney, Loew production 
chief who likes to delve into public 
reactions every once in a while by 
putting in a ringer. With Schooler 
and some tasteful girly costumes, 
good dancing and set colors the 
Capitol show fits for the 38 minutes 





it runs, Feature, ‘Squaw Man’ 
(M-G). sai > 
Julia Curtis and Walter ‘Dare’ 


Wahl round out the show with the 
orchestra on the stage as Schooler 
m.¢.’S, That’s where the Sidney 
ringer comes in. With the idea be- 
ing around generally m.c. stuff is 
through here it Is starting all over 
again and apparently successful or 
maybe it’s just Schooler, 

Which on another tack is like say- 
ing that m.c.’s are okay in their 
local spots but some have to develop 
their spots. Schooler also does a 
piano solg that’s not hard to ap- 
preciate. He's got to be heard to 
understand why he can come in for 
a classical or so but it sounded right 
after a snappy buck and wing and 
interchange dance step by 12 pretty 
girls trained by Chester Hale. 





Looked offside moment for Schoo- 


||| NEWSREELS — || 





TRANSLUX 


Luxer depends upon Paramount 
for exclusives this week. That reel, 
both in silent title and talking re- 
porter, is calling audience attention 
to it. Plane views of Belize is the 
leader. More startling is the reel’s 
coverage of the Hankow floods. 

Anchoring of the first blimp to 
the Empire State building mooring 
mast also caught and held out as a 
further scoop by Paramount. 

Flood and wreckage scenes in 
both countries are impressive; es- 
pecially so in Hankow where, after 
the aerial views, the cameraman 
boards a flatbottom boat and pic- 
tures individual refugees in the 
water or clinging to floating logs. 
From the few Hankow views ex- 
hibited, it shapes up that had the 
Paramount camera crew gone in 
for footage they would have gotten 
enough material for a feature as in- 
teresting on the flood and refugee 
topic as “Grass.” 

Pathe has hooked up with Dr. 
Newell on his exploration pictures 
of the Amazon. First of series is 
this week. Trouble is episodes are 
being edited too short. Fifty or 
100 feet should be added since im- 
pression recorded by present length 
is that the episode is a half-baked 
trailer for something to come the 
following week. 

Belgian steeplechase shows some 
exciting spills in slow motion. Pike's 
Peak auto race is well handled, with 
proximity to dangerous curves em- 
phasized. Thrill material also in- 
cludes some good up-shots of 
steeplejacks and Italian air maneu- 
vers, including one of the best exhi- 
bitions of a smoke screen yet pic- 
tured in the newsreels. 

Athletics contain polo at West- 
bury, the Forest Hills tennis con- 
test, Notre Dame on the practice 
field and Jap wrestling. 

Big laughs on miniature golf is in 
a sub-title saying that the game 
has gone to jail. Prisoners playing 
it at Auburn. Likening the making 
of each hole to a year of their sen- 
tence stir up more audience mirth. 
Hippo marriage in the Bronx zoo is 





one of those subject-naturals for q 
clever talking reporter, McNamee 
does his usual with it for Universa, 

Some more of Los Angeles’ fiesta, 
Aimee McPherson's marriage, obs 
servation of Rosh Hashona. 

Stanley Baldwin in a formal in. 


terview with all of the newsreels 
warns Britain against lettine its 
currency go the way of the German 
mark several years ago, Waly. 
The most interesting character 


study any newsreel has given Lind- 
bergh was provided Fox at a dinner 
tendered by Japanese officials to the 
flier. As soon as he saw the camera 
Lindy halted his speech. Same, 
however, was reported from a blank 
screen after Lindy had ordered 
lights out. Public isn't applauding 
the flier’s anti-publicity stand in 
this instance. Speech got the silent 
treatment. 

Theatrical subjects are liked 
the Embassy if applause given 
Sophie Tucker and Peter Arno’s 
risque dance number is any criter- 
i10n. 

Other than the Lindbergh break, 
nothing in the nature of exclusives 
or hot news. Stanley Baldwin, an 
old actor for the Fox reel, talks for- 
mally about protecting the pound, 
Silent views of the i2th Geneva 
convention also in this category. 

A lot of good footage is wasted on 
something titled ‘Closing of the 
Summer Season in Monte Carlo’ 
Thing is just a stage show adagio 
specialty on the screen. It might 
have been staged in a New York or 
Hollywood theatre, studio or night 
elub for all its connection with 
Monte Carlo signifies. 

Other clips that exhibit too much 
contact man direction are the Car- 
nera training camp; Berliners week- 
ending on the water and those fore 
ever dancing Mexican girls. 


in 


Governor Roosevelt's family; 
Washinegton’s face carving in the 
Black Hills; Mussolini and Italy's 


King; Hitlerites and marching West 
Pointers—are among the others. 
Waly. 





ler when this happened and practic- 
ally next to closing but he put it 
over to speak his own okay that way 
for himself. It was a tough spot to 
get over. 


Jsual Hale opening with 16 girls 

.0 look different than usual, nat- 
ier, more good looking and cer- 
ainly more snappy than lately, 
works with harmony. For a change 
the kids smile and work like they 
want to. That makes a big differ- 
ence. Maybe that’s Schooler, too, 
but likely some added snap from 
Hale. Those 12 Tappers who do the 
buck later and also come in for the 
finale are also Hale girls, 


Both Julia Curtis and Wahl with 
his eccentric looking partner wal- 
lop over. Wahl and his partner cop 
laughs and interest with their funny 
acrobatic workout. Finally for good 
customer reaction they return with- 
out going off stage to have some 
fun with Schooler, 


Good point here when Wahl and 
his pal do straight trick acro to 
soft music after the comedy punch. 
Miss Curtis pulls Schooler in too be- 
sides a couple of the band boys for 
punch when they mick while she 
sings with closed mouth in various 
tonal inflection. imitating soprano, 
coloratura and baritone or some- 
thing. It works best in English for 
the boys can then follow the words 
with good lip movement. That 
Italian solo done with Schooler not 
so hot because of this. 


Finale has the 16 regular girls and 
the 12 tappers in chicken and roos- 
ter feather costume takeoffs but 
lacks a real punch finish step al- 
— good. Kind of weak for clos- 
ng. 

No shorts on the program cur- 
rently because of the feature which 
goes 105 minutes and usual Metro- 
tone newsreels and trailers. News- 


reel takes wide screen to good ef- 
fect. 


Yascha Bunchuk rises with his 
pit band above the orchestra heads 
for a medly overture ‘Popular Mel- 
odies’ which gets the usual Bun- 
chuk brass finish that they like here. 
Knows his baton stuff, this bird and 
no fooling. Interesting and enter- 
taining to watch him work even 
though knowing about that brass 
finish and expected. Shan. 


TOBIS-VANDERBILT 


New York, Sept. 18. 

With a great deal of flourish. 
blowing of fanfares and flashing of 
photographs, Tobis opened its first 
American house, the legit theatre, 
the Vanderbilt in 48th street. It’s 
intended as the showcase for a chain 
of about 20 American film stands 
for European pictures and means 
that the second of the Jarge German 
companies ig engaged in theatre 
competition on this side. 

All sorts of notables were present 
for the opening including Carl 








eral Dr. Schwartz, and Nicholas 
Murray Butler. Despite that, how- 
ever, there was no stalling on open- 
ing of the show exactly at 9 o'clock 
as advertised and with no speeches, 


Theatre’s location on 48th street, 
just off Seventh avenue is a good 
one, although it’s not really on 
Broadway. It’s nearer there than 
any other of the foreign houses and 
several large Tobis signs in red can 
be seen easily from the main street. 
Only 800 seats in the house. All of 
which means that Tobis ought to 
have no trouble putting their prope 
osition over with proper product. 


Cost Tobis considerable to fix the 
Vanderbilt up for talker purposes, 
the figure expended coming close to 
$20,000. House not only had to be 
wired, but a projection booth had 
to be built. Wiring was done by 
Western Electric and is perfect with 
the little house turning out to be @ 
splendid sound box. Acoustics are 
excellent. Fading on opening night, 
usually something of an experiment, 
was handled expertly with not the 
slightest hitch. 


House has been cleaned up, though 
not redecorated and a tasteful stage 
set installed. It is red, black and 
eggshell moire and velvet and looks 
very pretty. Front of the house has 
also been done over, with large 
posters of the usual picture house 
type covering almost the entire 
front and fairly attractive. 


Interesting thing about the opens 
ing night’s program was that it 
seemed to point toward an intention 
of making the house a ‘Continental’ 
film theatre, rather than a German 
one, as is being done by Ufa with 
its Cosmopolitan. Feature film, 
‘Karamazov,’ is a German product 
as is also one of the shorts. Other 
short, however, was made by Tobis 
in Paris and is in the Russian lan- 
guage. Tobis evidently intends to 
use product made by its various 
companies throughout Europe and 
probably aimed for a_ thoroughly 
cosmopolitan audience. 


Also, the film andthe shorts are 
of artistic merit, although not espe- 
cially box office magnets. ‘Karama- 
zov' is one of the best photographed 
and most expertly handled films eveF 
to come over from Europe and, al- 
though having a gruesome and an- 
noying story which does not lend 
itself to filming, will cause con- 
siderable word of mouth comment 
for its artistry. 


That may not be as good as open- 
ing the house with a quick money 
grabber, but in the case of this 
kind, attempting to establish a Eu- 
ropean chain and idea, it is probe 
ably all right. It’s especially a good 
idea if Tobis can follow up with - 
something more easily acceptable 
to the masses. That remains to be 
seen, 


Charles Strakosch, veteran shows 


man, is managing the house and [0 
him probably goes the palm for the 





Laemmle, Otto Kahn, Consul Gen- 


show going off in ship-shape man- 
ner, . : == = a Kau}. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 19. 

Publix’s Broadway show house is 
fm a doubtful week with an in-and- 
out picture, ‘The Mad Parade’ (Par) 
on its screen. What Ben Bernie, on 
stage, holding over, might attract 
to make up for variation in per- 
formance between hit films and that 
expected from ‘Mad Parade’ can’t be 
enough to build seven-day stretch 
into big money. 

Exploitation, if to any extent, ad- 
vertising, the front of the house and 
other pulling elements promise much 
more than is delivered inside, even 
ff a lot of filler is added to regular 
components of show. That includes 
Smith and Dale short ‘La Schnapps, 
Inc.,, Paramount Talkartoon, Para- 
mount Pictorial, Paramount News, 
Crawford’s built-up organ and over- 
ture units in addition to Bernie and 
feature. 

Some of that, as offered on first 
matinee show Saturday at 2 o’clock, 
may be eliminated for faster turn- 
over on later shows. 

Audience is trailerized to the im- 
patience point currently with a lot 
of the screen ad thing on Rivoli 
and Rialto shows, as well as com- 
ing picture here. And it’s not 
spotted for the spill periods, most 
of it being spliced into newsreel. 

Bernie, on 37 minutes, is sur- 
rounded by Sylvia Froos, the Five 
Sepian Nephews and the Albertina 
Rasch girls, other specialty features 
coming from his own men. ‘Knight: 
of the Round Table,’ with Frank 
Cambria as producer, is the billing. 

The suave, cracking Bernie does 
nicely but at the Saturday afternocn 
performance his voice sounded as 
though it was either pitched too low 
for back rows or was fighting a cold. 
Whichever, much of his talk didn’t 


reach the rear clearly enough for 
a complete impression. Sylvia 


Froos, with a resonant, clear voice, 
did two pops to certain approbation, 
with one effectively built up into a 
little scene. Five Sepian Nephews 
topped her on returns, one of the 
colored boys turning in a buck and 
wing that brought on instant heavy 
approval. They’re a hot, synco ag- 
gregation, blending music with 
songs and dancings. 

Albertina Rasch’s string of 10 are 
on twice, in the middle and at the 
finish, aggrandizing the touch for 
‘Doing New York,’ with skyscraper 
drop at back and coruscating stars 


for that scintillant, glossed-up 
finish. 
An entertaining unit without 


getting anyone’s hands sore. 

For ‘Pagliacci,’ pit mob's_ spot, 
there are Edward Albano, baritone, 
Stella Power, sop and Nicolo Con- 


sentino, tenor, doing highlights of 
three central chafacters of opera, 


last mentioned walking all over the 
others. Albano nearly down to 
mediocre in his contribution. 

Jesse Crawford’s organ assign- 
ment carries a_ stage interlude, 
Karen Jarlane in what she calls a 
hoop dance. As the lights from flies 
and wings glisten on the large steel- 
like hoop, the effect of the number 
is equalled only by the originality 
and deftness that goes into its per- 
formance. Plenty of room on stages 
for this dancer. 

Two numbers from the current 
Follies’ gets a mush here currently, 
one with Bernie, the other with 


Crawford. Business capacity Sat- 
urday afternoon, with very little 
overflow. Char. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 19. 

General construction and planting 
of talent as to provide humor and 
punch plus color make the F. & M. 
‘Broken Dolls’ unit a selling show. 
House favs take part also and show 
f0es for a good 67 minutes, but 
full of entertainment. It promises 
an exceptional b.o. week with ‘Mere- 
ly Mary Ann’ (Fox) feature. Charles 
Peg Leg’ Bennington and harmon- 
{ca band head the stage turns, and 
when caught Saturday supper time 
Sr.o. Unit by itself probably 40 
minutes, 

It’s 50-cent top and five shows 
over the week-end, but for general 
theatre fare the unit’ inspires 
thoughts on stage execution that 
gets the maximum of entertainment 


for the minimum of cost. Show 
altogether for a neighb de luxer 
might be cited as the perfect bill 


that way. None of the turns can be 
put down as costly, but with the 
house favs, numbering about 8, and 


When caught all liked and all 
worthy, 
That’s a lot for the money and 


apparently the thing for shopping 
customers. Unit is built in two 
scenes, first taking the band in the 
pit and later transferring the musi- 
clans to the stage in full. Opening 
takes a scrim in ‘one’ against a back 
drop in ‘three’ on which is the 
Painted figure of a toy maker. For 
opening number Franklin Record 
Surrounded by the 12 Sunkist 
-eauts sings solo. depicting the 
Same character as on the painted 
drop. 

When the scrim flies, the girls do 
4 routine in doll-like fashion with 


one of the Three Comets helping 
with a tap. Some plot work in 
carrying the dolls around. That 


opening number puts the unit right 
over. Everything after that has the 
novelty touch with its artistic ex- 
ecution. For comedy the unit sat- 





isfies on the Mowatt and Hardy hat 
and club juggling tricks plus the 
harmonica band. 

Dressed up as here, the Benning- 
ton outfit, although not original in 
conception and reminding of the 
Borrah Minevich layout in music 
and antics, nevertheless troups to 
excellent reception. 

Bennington besides does a ‘peg 
leg’ tap and also shows how high 
he can kick with his one leg. That 
gets a hand. The dancing girls are 
lookers, and the F. & M. angle to 


flash shapes on opening is catchy. 


Later the girls, wear trousers in 
color array for a crutch routine | 
with Bennington. It’s novel and 


for a finale they do a ‘Dutch’ dance 
with the harmonica boys in ‘peg 
leg.” That’s the usual finish, but 
would figure more peppy if cut a 
few seconds, maybe. 

On the scrim number at opening 
it might be well for Record and the |} 
front girls to step back some dis- 
tance from the scrim and perhaps 
try to effect a silhouette effect for 
them with the painted figure being 
lighted up instead of the reverse. 

Stage show opens with Ron 
and Don doing their double organ- 
log to full return. Sam Jack Kauf- 
man sticks to band leadership and 
announcement work. 


Fox Movietone and trailer stuff 
complete the bill with short sub- 
jects out, as house turns over five | 
shows on the week-end, Shan, 

Denver, Sept. 17. 

The Fanchon & Marco ‘About 

Town’ Idea is good entertainment 


most of the time, but gets tiresome 
when Ted and Al Waldman stay 
around too long with their mouth 
and Jews’ harps. They’re good at 
times, but too much intentional dis- 
cord in the mouthharp music, 

Ben Dova, the convivial inebriate, 
injects a new note in the drunk 
idea, but becomes very sober when 
hanging on the top of the lamp 
post, standing on his head. 

Max and his five terriors please 
the youngsters—but the manage- 
mest had warned the parents to 
keep the children at home because 
they should not see the film—‘Five 
Star Final’—so the parents had to 
enjoy the act alone. 


Joe Pasco with his bag punch- 
ing act is finale, consisting of the 


line members punching bags along 
with him. As a final flash it was 
not so hot. 


The line is lively and puts over 
some good dances. Their opener 
shows them in a line of phone 


booths calling up men ‘about town’ 
—that’s where they get the name. 
The orchestra is parked behind a 
string of prop autos and the girls 
in their next appearance are traffic 
cops. Shown later dancing with 
dummy men and then in an ostrich 
feather fan dance. 


Fred Schmitt and the orchestra 
play an ‘Operatic Overture.’ 


FISHER, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 


Third vaude bill shows a let down 
from the standard of the two previ- 
ous weeks. Reason probably is that 
the headline act is getting too much 
budget money and not enough left 
for the balance of entertainment. 


Little Jack Little as the headline 
act with Pat West, Don Cummings, 
and the Betty Jane Cooper Revue, 
comprise the four acts. 


Little shows good showmanship. 
Working at a piano and singing 
through a mike he gets his voice 
over in the manner he became fam- 
ous for. His best applause num- 
bers are the piano and not his 
singing renditions. A nice hand 
greeted this act on entrance and 
throughout the performance, but 
even so the act yasn’t heavy 
enough to carry the entire show. 

Opening is the Betty Jane Cooper 
Revue. Rather than a revue it is 
a dancing act with the routines all 
tap except an acrobatic by Roe 
Reems. Outstanding was the walk- 
ing tap routine done first by the 
Lathrop Bros. and then by the two 
boys and Miss Cooper. 

Pat West and Ina Ray have an 
entirely new arrangement from the 
season in a 


one seen here last 
F. &. M. unit at the Fox. The act 
is apparently breaking in. The girl 


a looker, fits in nicely with a fast 
tap routine that came on a program 


following two tap dancing acts. 
With the material needing a little 
smoothing this act will be set for 


anywhere. 

Don Cummings, No. 2 here, played 
the same house about a year ago | 
and had practically the same rou- 
tine as before. In a neighborhood 
house an act needs change as they | 
remember better than at a transient 
house. Also an act doing trick stuff 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

They can’t make their minds up 
about stage policy in this house. 
Last week was supposed to be the 
inception of a vaude policy with 
B&K laying out plenty for a triple 
headline bill to start the works off. 
This week it’s back to cover again 
with frills and fancies, 16 girls, a 
flock of sets and Ginger Rogers di- 
viding honors with Brooke Johns, 
who had a run of 16 weeks here a 
few years ago, when m. «.’s were 
still the rage. 

Evidently that one week vaude try 
was enough to convince those con- 
cerned that it’s not so hot. 
haps if someone stopped to think a 
bit before booking that show the re- 
sult might have been different. After 
spotting Smith and Dale, Jack 
Osterman and Aileen Stanley on one 
bill the next question might have 
been what after that? Also it might 
have been considered that any one 
of that trio would have been enough 
for one show and that three bills 
could have been cut up for the price 
of one. 


Since the F&M units arrived in 
B&K houses it’s been a mad scram- 
ble for the Oriental. Booking one 
house has become more difficult ap- 
parently than four. It now appears 
that the B&K production staff is 
trying to show up F&M by spread- 
ing it on thick and heavy. In this 
unit one finds 16 girls, for example, 
instead of the usual 12 seen for- 
merly; a bigger splash on scenic ef- 
fects and sets and a general boilster- 
ing of production. Still, two acts in 
this show, Brooke Johns and Miss 
Rogers, costs more than an entire 
Fanchon & Marco unit. There is 
the difference, 

Miss Rogers, no longer under con- 
tract to Paramount, is collecting 
$1,500 for whispering some songs 
and looking cute. Never endowed 
with a big voice the little red-headed 
girl couldn’t be heard further than 
the middle of the house. Whatever 
value her performance might have 
had was lost beyond that. 

Johns, getting $1,000, occupied his 
time by strutting up and down the 
stage and sitting on a piano stool 
throughout Miss Rogers’ turn, 
making himself as necessary as 
slave bracelets on a fish. 

Regardless of that long stretch, 
Johns had here long ago, his draw- 
ing ability now is practically zero. 
As a performer, he is extremely 
awkward and uneasy. Touted as a 
banjoist, Johns fails to make use 
of the one thing that might put 
him over. 

Musical comedy idea starts off the 


| show, but gets lost somewhere later 


on. Will Harris specializes in this 
type of production and produces 
some good effects, including a scoop 
in town on an Empress Eugenie hat 
number. Girls, routined by Ainsley 
Lambert, hold nothing out of the 
ordinary, although making a flash in 
quantity. 

Some neat work from Johnny and 
Edna Torrence, brother-sister dance 
team, who repeat here within three 
months, but merit it. Sole comedy 
spot goes to Ross and Edwards, fa- 
miliar around here for their hoke. 
Boys carry on a line of gags that 
are essentially puns, but they get 


laughs. 

While Paul Whiteman is vaca- 
tioning, Goldie, his first trumpet 
player, is earning a few extra 
shekels here clowning’ around. 


Goldie doesn’t depend on the trum- 
pet either. He sings and dances 
just enough. Orchestra and Eddie 
House, organist, double up this 
week on the overture, but keep the 
usual singing bee in. Okay while 
pop tunes were on, but when the 
slides flashed ‘O Sole Mio’ it sound- 
ed like a back yard concert. House 
orchestra can stand to be peppered 
up a bit and some new wardrobe 
wouldn’t go bad. Outfits boys wear 
resemble too closely those of Pull- 
man porters. 

‘Confessions of a Co-Ed’ (Par) 
tops the screen with newsreels and 
the Metro ‘Fish’ short rounding out 
the show. Trade the first show was 
very good, but opening business can 
no longer be a criterion for the rest 
of the week here. House has built 
up its Friday mornings to a point 
where they’ll come, no matter what 
the attraction. Span, 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 
Trade at the Paramount Friday 
afternoon indicated Los Angeles is 





only mildly interested in Tallulah 
Bankhead’s ‘My Sin’ (Paramount), 
and the theatre is without Ken 





| from 


Murray or Buddy Rogers it had in 
the previous two weeks to draw 
the stage. The ‘Syncopated 
Street Scene,’ stage show current, 
is a nice show designed for support 
rather than to carry a picture bur- 
den, 

Faithfully duplicating 
Street Scene’ set except for a hoke 


the legit 


suffers by the fact that they saW | -aloon entrance on the right, this 
va before. ee — ig presentation must have had assist- 
tricks that are okay but suffer by fance from the Paramount studio. 
repetition. |A few moments of pantomime at 

The overture is as usual well | the start burlesques the drama, in- 
done. Titled ‘Highlights of 1915’! ¢-luding the woman on the second 
and conducted by Sam Benavie with | foor making a play for the milk- 
Nolan in soldiers costume singing | man, and then the procedings be- 
‘Memories of France. Theme fit-|¢ome thoroughly  picture-housey. 


ting in with Legion Convention this 

week. 
Business fair with ‘Sideshow’ 

(CWB) current. Lee. } 


Six pajama-clad line girls emerge 
from the house to meet six ice men 
(Helen Mohr’s Steppers), and the 
collective dozen do a hybrid buck 


Per- |} 


routine on wooden cakes of ice. At 
least it’s a different start. Then 
the Les Grohs, one able contortion- 
ist and a fat partner, who finally 
explains his presence by back-flip- 
ping offstage. 

Maurine Marseilles stands beside 
a lamppost to lyric ‘I Got the Big 
Go-By,’ with a novel arrangement 
employing the veteran ‘I Ain't Got 
Nobody,’ and works like an embyro 
Ruth Etting. Results favorable. 
For the necessary high spot were 
Chamberlain and Himes, a Bowery 
pair with a reversible Apache rou- 
tine. The almost fragile Miss 
Himes’ big moment, when she lifts 
her husky partner for a shoulder 
whirl and lightly carries his limp 
form offstage, is still an event hard 
to beat in the Apache business. 
Bill 


Haynes as a rotund cop 
shouting ‘One More Time’ in Aéfro- 
American dialect, was so ineon- 


grouous the healthy laugh response 
must have surprised even himself. 
Short and snappy, as it should have 
been. Then right into a_ street 
dance finale employing Helen Mohr 
and her six Steppers, first in a 
toss-around adagio of fair merit 
with Miss Mohr, and then the boys 
alone tapping to a lengthly overtural 
arrangement of a classic which by 
virtue of its novelty and strenuous 
ness brought the curtain down to 
an unusual amount of applause. 


This same idea was worked last 
year by a couple of dozen Meglin 
dance students but has not been 
seen around since. 


Oscar Baum’s ‘River Impressions’ 
medley, presented with much direc- 
torial fanfare, included ‘Minne- 
tonka’ but Los Angeles won't pro- 
test. Also present were Paramount 
News and an overlong trailer for 
the succeeding week, Bang. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 19. 
The four seasons get an equal 
break this week in a four-part stage 
show whose talent ranges from toe 
ballet to buck and wing. All the 
elements of variety are present but 
comedy. The latter has always been 
a problem for the large Roxy and 
most of the time, like this week, it 
has had to struggle along without 
the laughs. Comedy’s substitute at 

the Roxy is flash and plenty of it. 


There is plenty in each of the 
stage items currently. ‘Spring’ is 
a garden and swing affair in pink 
and green and played by the staff 
singers and three dancers. Among 
the latter is Patricia Bowman, 
working with Val Guaeral in an 
adagio. Miss Bowman’s dancing 
was as usual, but the chief point 
of interest this week is her costume, 
a transparent clinger. It’s a style 
that becomes her and she should 
stick to it. Other dancer in this 
part is Nina Pilsiey, blonde twirler. 

Betty Froos, crooner, is out in 
‘one’ ahead of ‘Summer’ in her first 
of two appearances. The Roxy’s 
exceptional acoustics are kind to her 
voice. It carried easily to the rear 
of the mezzanine, a good block 
away. LeMar, Atlas and Betty, 
mixed hoofing trio of two boys and 
a girl, also have their first of two 
chances in the ‘Summer interlude. 
Repeating its turns in one show is 
a departure for the Roxy. The danc- 
ing trio did well in both appearances 
with a brand of dancing that’s away 
from the ordinary at this theatre 
while familiar everywhere _ else. 
Roxyettes and the ballot line doubled 
in this one, both up to standard in 
precision and costuming. 

Miss Froos shows again in ‘Au- 
tumn’ to sing ‘Shine On, Harvest 
Moon’ while seated on a prop hay- 
stack. A sky blue cye and a huge 
red moon are in the background. 
Could just as well be a sun, maybe 
even easier, but picture house flash 
isn’t very dependent on accuracy. 
Miss Froos’ song weaves around a 
strikingly dressed line number by 
the Roxyettes. 


‘Winter’ goes roller skating for its 
kick and as a finish for the presen- 
tation. The skating is by a two- 
man and three-woman quintet oddly 
billed ‘Enchantment.’ They feature 
swings. 

Before each of the seasonal pro- 
duction numbers a minute or so of 
film is flashed on the sheet, with the 
nature scenes setting the stage for 
what follows. 


A cut version of the current Roxy 
bill wouldn’t be too much for any 
other picture house, 

The pit symphony gets the limit 
out of the stirring effectiveness of 
Ravel's ‘Bolero’ in its overture, with 
Mischa Violin conducting at this 
show. Roxy orchestra is a good 
piece of show itself. It must dazzle 
a first timer at the Roxy and prob- 
ably rates with anything else as a 


return provoker. Fow nexs and 
a Terry cartoon fall between the 
overture and presentation. 

Picture, ‘Wicked’ (Fox) and the 


last complete show played to quiet 
business Friday night. 


Bige. 


Vaude Back at Trenton 


Trenton, N J, which went off the 
vaudeville books when RKO’'s the- 
atre there burned last spring, will 
return Oct 31. 

The shows of four acts on a split 
will go into the new RKO in that 











town, 


; Coyne, 
} 
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LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Too much doubling takes the edge 
off Fanchon & Marco's ‘Co-Eds’ 


unit. Instead of the usual 12 line 
girls, there are six boys and six 
girls. Four of the girls are the 
Doyle Quadruplets and the other 


two are an unbilled acrobatic dance 
team. Six boys are the Accordion 
Sextette. 

Usual smooth work of F. & M.’s 
line is missing. Doyle girls, while 
lookers, are weak on the harmoniz- 
ing, which is their specialty. In the 
line they can’t hoof. The Accordion 
Sextette does better and makes a 
flash finale playing a medley which 
starts with ‘St. Louis Blues’ and 
ends with ‘Light Cavalry.’ 

Body of the presentation is made 
up of Hubert Dyer and Barney 
standard comedy ring act. 
and Weston, comedy acro- 
Bussy and Case, 
hoke comedy and club jugglers, 
Twinkle Twins, comedy dancers, 
and Jack Frost, lyric tenor. 

After the opening with the doub- 
ling line in a nondescript dance, 
presentation plays like a vaude bill. 
Griffith and Weston first, with a 
comedy acrobatic dance routine. 
Dance is a mixture of tapping and 
adagio. Girl has appeal and the man 
plenty collegiate. Twinkle Twins 
follow. Man is over six feet and 
dresses as a girl with no attempt at 
femme impersonation. Suitable but 
should be spotted later on the bill, 
as their work, while hokier, is not 
unlike the preceeding act. 

Dyer and Coyne follow doing 
their familiar ring and table routine, 
with Dyer getting the laughs. Acts 
has been trimmed for presentations 
and consists mainly of Dyer’s hoke 
falls and the swinging bit where 
Coyne narrowly misses Dyer who 
walks back and forth in front of 
the rings. 

Bussy and Case with a mixture of 
guitar playing, club fuggling, tap 
dancing and a straight ballad by 
iss Case, scored heavily with hoke. 
Chatter material for this type act 
better than the average. Bussy’s 
best gag died because the audience 
didn’t know who Ramsay MacDon- 
ald is. 

Doyle Quadruplets followed, har- 
monizing two numbers, Girls d6nm 
savey close harmony and work in 
a careless manner. Coaching in 
stage deportment should snap them 
up. 

Accordion 
their medley. 

Lou Kossloff’s pit band on the 
stage throughout. One number 
with an imitation of a phonograph 
running down thrown in is all they 
do outside of the accompanying. 
Entire presentation is light and be- 
low the general average of F. & M. 
units. 

‘The Spider’ (Fox) feature, Hearst 
news clips and an ‘Our Gang’ 
comedy take care of the screen en- 
tertainment. Capacity business at 
the second show Thursday. Call. 


HOLLYWOOD, DET. 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 

Second run theatre, this house 
has a few items that are different, 
if not new. No production dept. 
Plays split week with three acts 
of vaude booked by Willie Berger 
of the N. Y. Keith office. House 
plays second runs and has played 
at one time or other in the three 
years it is open, some of the biggest 
of the Keith names. House has 
felt the falling off in business and 
buys three acts with the nut for 
talent for a full week running 
around $2,500. House will have less 
worries when the Butterfield six 
weeks’ open Sept. 27. The same 
intact units that play the Butter- 
field time will play the split week 
here before going out into the state. 
Probably the best reason any- 
things gets over here is the master 
of ceremonies and the ten-piece 
band. Band always works the show 
on the stage. Now in his second 
season the m. c. Eddie Loughton 
has them in his lap. Evidence of 
this is the routine every show. 
Loughton comes on and steps up 
to the footlights and says ‘Hello 
Folks,’ with the audience invariably 
yelling ‘Hello, Eddie,’ right back 
at him. 
Loughton doesn't do much. He 
tells a gag and introduces the acts. 
But with a flair for telling a gag 
and looking well in clothes he gets 
over in a way to cause wonder 
whether m. c’s are out because of 


Griffith 
batic dancers, 


Sextette closed with 


the audiences or because of the 
m. c’s. 

Three acts here this week are 
good vaude, Wilson Bros, Theo- 


dore, Enrica and Novello with Rita 
Gerhardt and Harry Cornish, all 
landed. With all three standa@d 
acts the show was good in per- 
formance and on paper. Theodore, 
Enrica and Novello doa trio tango 
that can only be described as ex- 
quisite. The Wilson Bros. doing 
their same act are over all the way. 
Harry Cornish booked in locally by 
Sol Berns does a violin solo on 
skates for a smash finale, besides 
playing several instruments well. 
The band number is ‘Hand Me 
Down My Walking Cane,’ plugged 
to a faretheewell on the radio. But 
the treatment here sold it for a 
show stopper. The various members 
sing a chorus of the number and 
play some hilly billy instruments, 





Every one a laugh. The boys must 
have just gotten together and put 
this thing into shape. Awow. Lee. 
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JOE E. BROWN RICHY CRAIG, JR. (1) HUGH SKELLY and Co. COUNT BERNIVICI Girt HIPPODROME 
Monolog . Monologist Revue , and 12 Symphonic irls 
15 Mins. 14 Mins.; One 20 Mins.; One and Full (Special) Orchestra, Specialties ‘ Hippodrome seems to command a 
Moss Broadway, New York Palace (St. V.) 86th St. 26 Mins.; Full (Special) good steady trade with its bargain 
Joe E. Brown doing a personal Richy Craig, Jr., is just on the Hugh Skelly is carrying the same | 86th St. policy, and why not with going on 


appearance in a Broadway and the 
Broadway theatre as the first head- 
liner under the new B. S. Moss poli- 
cy and at $6,250 for this week with 
@ holdover at the same figure will 
hit many Broadwayites as funny as 
this long sentence is also apt to do. 

But there's Joey and at that 
money, despite Bert Lahr. The 
Brown-Lahr feud over their similar 
style spread from coast to coast, 
unnecessarily. It never should have 
started in the first place. Neither 
ever created anything in comedy. 
Joe Brown doesn't need anything 
but his mouth. Both recall the ‘sea- 
lion’ kind of performing in olden 
vaudeville and burlesque. If Lahr 
can commence to reach where Joe 
Brown has already gotten to on the 
screen, Lahr will be lucky enough. 
And both should be satisfied to get 
over in pictures. Whoever doesn't 
think so think of Brown's $6,250 a 
week on the stage that never gave 
him much recognition before pic- 
tures. : 

Joe Brown's biggest screen appeal 
is to children. That's enough. But 
it isn't his entire draw, as evidenced 
when Brown almost broke the 
Mastbaum, Phila., house record at; 
over $60,000, In a week of six days, 
with ‘Caught Plastered,’ the film. 
Brown could not have done that 
with a kid draw only as a kid draw 
usually hurts the night business. 
When Brown recently appeared at 
the Earle, Washington, with ‘Huck- 
leberry Finn’ at Fox's, just around 
the corner, the Earle had at its ma- 
tinee as many kids as did the Fox. 

For his in person turn, Brown has 
made it simple but entertaining. 
He changed the routine around a bit 
for Broadway, but kept in the ap- 
plesauce about his share in clean 
pictures in the future if he has 
anything to say. That if I have any- 
thing to say is a great alibi, be- 
cause if Joe ever does have any- 
thing to say about his picture 
stories, he'll be getting more than 
$6,250 a week on the screen too. 
Glory be! 

Any stage now seems a pipe for 
Brown. If he needs a laugh Joe 
opems his mouth. Could anything 
be more perfect for a comedian? 
His gag blackout at the Broadway 
is used apart from the monolog. 
The blackout doesn’t jibe with the 


applesauce. It’s about a girl com- 
plaining to Joe her husband is 
chasing. Joe quizzes the husband 


who tells Joe he has a date that eve- 
ning with a couple of beaut blondes. 
Joe says he'll fix the family situa- 
tion, pulls a gun, shoots the wife 
and tells the husband to lead him 
to the other beaut. 

An impromtu bit at the Broad- 
Way and showing that Brown is a 
regular performer since he agreed 
to take part in it, is his comedy 
business with the Maxellos, risley 
acrobats. It did so well the turn 
was placed next to closing, prob- 
ably the first time in history a 
straight acrobatic act ever got that 
spot. Brown made it possible, 

Brown is always a good enough 
performer to protect his name in 
an in person thing. His own judg- 
ment shows all the way through. 
While for an adult, it’s worth the 
money alone to hear the kids shout 
gleefully over Joe Brown on the 
stage. He is without a doubt a 
riot with the children. Joe Brown 
doesn’t need worry much after that 
only to hold the kids. Sime. 


NAUGHTON and GOLD 
Comedy, Dancing 

13 Mins.; One 

86th St. 

On this side of the big pond after 
staying away three years, Naughton 
and Gold, now a three-people turn, 
have refurbished their British-fla- 
vored performance with materia] 
that makes them strong yvaude man- 
na. If not at the Palace shortly 
in next to closing, or near that, they 
should be. 

Opening with what appears to be 
a legit card trick, man on stage is 
joined by two others, in audience 
as plants, one doing a drunk that 
begins with falls in the aisle. What 
a grand stew this British Isler does! 
Getting to the stage, it’s prolonged 
for a goodly stretch, with all three 
finally involved in the spills. In- 
terwoven is business with umbrella. 

Both that and the tipsy stuff are 
worked up to a neat and effective 
turn without bringing a strain, 

A few gags (laughy), some clever 
eccentric dancing and commingled 
hoke leads to what formerly was 
one of the highlights of the Naugh- 
ton and Gold act when over here 
lass, the burlesque on two union 
carpenters, 

Nearly had ’em kicking the seats 
to pieces up here. Char. 


GARET and THOMPSON 
Dancing 

8 Mins.; One 

RKO, L. A. 

Boy and girl team with three fair 
tap routines and a pantomime auto 
ride bit. Boy is of the collegiate 
type, and the girl a looker with a 
pip dumb expression. In two gags 
she displayed enough ability to for- 
get the hoofing and go in for com- 
— and two gags can be the tip- 
off. 

Dancing is the usual triple and off 
beat rhythm. Everybody's doing the 
Same stuff, Cali. 


- 


edge. He appears to be about 
ready to graduate into the top class 
of talking comedians. A little push 
is all that's needed, and apt to come 
with further experience. That 
makes it more necessary for Craig 
to be particularly careful at this 
point, for the wrong push wili send 
him in the wrong direction. But the 
odds are in his favor. 

Craig has youth, which is a swell 
quality when there is a refreshing 
sense of humor for accompaniment. 
He writes most of his own stuff 
What he doesn’t write but uses 
anyway, he rewrites to make it 
sound nearly new. He appears to 
have the confidence that is so 
necessary to telling a gag in one’s 
first Palace date without knowing 
whether it'll hit or miss. 

Outside of looking somewhat pale, 
Craig didn't show the usual first 
show Palace nervousness. Which 
helped him considerably to ease 
through a quarter hour of chatter. 
An unbilled girl did some stoog- 
ing for a card trick and then a 
dance in black tights. She's been 
around in the floor shows. This 
Palace job with Craig should get 
her off the floors. 

The Craig monolog routine is 
along standard lines, excepting that 
Craig doesn’t fake a song at start 
or finish. He goes into the talk 
immediately and sticks to it ali the 


way. Such a system will necessi- 
tate constant material revisions if 
Craig gets somewhere and wishes 


to stay there. 

After this young monologist's 
first show, as the No. 3 act, the 
booking office decided to hold him 
over next week as the Palace m. c. 
He'll be following Jack Benny, and 
Lou Holtz, which is a task that 
might be easier for Craig a year 
from now. 

Just now he’s the brightest pros- 
pect of his type to come along in 
a long while, with every chance of 
developing, but not fully ripe as 
yet. Bige. 


LeRoy, Harok and Watson 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 

13 Mins.; One 

Audubon 

A clicksure buck single and a built- 
up gag around a couple of strong 
men who act like pansies come 1950, 
is. all this trio carries to warrant 
this time or better. Balance of the 
act fumbles badly. 

Two juves and an ingenue make 
up the trio. Their material on whole 
as well as method of delivering to 
audiences is far away from best for 
effect. From interruptory opening, 
one of the lads and the girls go into 
some lukewarm talk, subsequently 
into a song double. Here the girl's 
voice shows up so bad it either 
might have been avoided or was 
affected by a cold. The legger dou- 
ble polishing off for pair is better 
but only by a shade. 

More talk from men, sorely in 
need of stamina and better selling, 
revolves around Holl¥wood and 
old gag of ‘whai pictures did you 
work in”, etc.,*with roughing up 
bit following. With girl brought on 
for situation where facing similar 
roughing up, build-up became noth- 
ing more than a potentiality. 

Buck specialty and strong men 
meeting. each other today compared 
with how pansified it might be in 
1950 begins to give act a good bite, 
but it was too late. 

The three in a closing dance with 
a brief buck bit lent departure more 
weakness. 


No. 2 here. Char. 


THE MAXELLOS (5) 
Risley Acrobats 

8 Mins.; Three 

Moss Broadway, New York 

The Maxellos may be out of a 
circus. Their name does not ap- 
pear in ‘Variety's’ New Act files. 
They are a corking risley acrobatic 
turn, wherever they are from, the 
deluxers of risley work. 

Remarkable how the risley work- 
ers have progressed, taking this 
turn as the base for that statement. 
And for the other statement, that 
vaudeville and variety houses have 
missed so much of recent years by 
neglecting the acrobats. 

This turn was next to closing on 
the Broadway’s first vaude bill, that 
made possible by Joe Brown walk- 
ing into it for comedy. But the act 
could have stood up in spot as a 
straight acrebatic turn, it's that 
good risley. Sime, 


TITO CORAL (1) 
Singing 

8 Mins.; One 
26th St. 

Tito Coral is billed as The Spanish 
Baritone. His low tones are weak; 
higher register clear and robust. 
This would indicate Coral is not a 
true baritone. 

For his vaude showing he is do- 
ing three songs, all of which are 
not good selections. One of the 
slow type would suffice. From his 
opening on he dragged out eight 
minutes. It seemed like 15. 

Coral has a nice personality and 
looks smart with his Latin features 
set off with good tailoring, but does 
not seem worth salvaging for vaude. 
He slows up the proceedings, 

At the piano is Rosso Robbins. 





Earl, 


the structure of his act, with many 
new features, since last entered in 
‘Variety's’ files as a fresh turn in 
1926. Then it was the Skelly and 
Heit Revue. Emma Heit remains 
with the act but does not split top- 
line name billing with Skelly. 

Any way viewed, an all-around 
diverting revue, sufficiently varied 
in material and well enough mar- 
keted to insure top time around the 
country. 

As in the past, Skelly is all over 
the place, cavorting around in a 
breezy, happy-go-lucky manner, 
aiding things along without himself 
doing very much of anything in 
particular. He relies largely on 
Miss Heit and the three others (man 
and two women) to put the legit 
ginger into his revue concoction. 
They all do nicely, doubling in 
many directions. 

From opening flirtation in one, 
topped by pal of Skeily’s invit- 
ing him home to meet the fiancee, 
action moves to full, a tastefully 
decorated cyc set, with piano, couch, 
etc. Following intersticed special- 
ties, proceedings carry on with skit 
element. Skelly plays the fiancee 
in a bit where the two rehearse an 
alibi. 

Later head of the act does a Gra- 


ham McNamee, announcing he'll 
broadcast the honeymoon of the 
couple. This raises the revue to its 


highest entertainment peak, with 
wisecracks to. mike in accordance 
with scene on couch. Enhancing ef- 


the gag like a prize fight, with man 
and woman going into clinches, 
fouling, etc. Approaches the, indigo, 
but not in the burleque way. 

Miss Heit’s dance ,bit simulating 
the Chaplin mannerisms and antics 
100% in episode summing up, 

Big hand here. Char. 





ROSETTE and LUTTMAN (2) 


Dances, Songs 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
State 

tosette and Luttman, new to the 
files, appear as though they have 
just emerged from playing the pic- 
ture houses. They are a clever 
dancing team and have staged their 
act well. Have a nice scenic ef- 
fect for the finishing number. 

Team starts off a modernistic in- 
terpretative dance affair. Boy is 
quite graceful in a manly way. 
Girl is a smart, lithesome dancer. 
Follow this with each taking a solo 
number, boy for eccentric hoofing 
and the girl for a toe ballet. For 
finish team does some fast danc- 
ing, interpolated with cooch work 
by the girl. This is led up to by 
the two girls who support warb- 
ling ‘Minnie, the Moocher’ and an- 
other hot Harlemese tune, with 
the screen parting to show a saloon, 
and the girl cooching a la ‘Minnie.’ 

Grace and Beatrice Wylie are the 
girls who support with songs. One 
also doubles at the ivories for the 
dance work of the team. Wylie 
girls, blonde, are hot torch singers 
who use the erratic style of ar- 
rangement made so popular by the 
Boswell Sisters. 

Roseite and Luttman are a good 
bet for vaude, but a better one for 
picture houses. 


DOLORES FARRIS (4) 
Dance Flash 

15 Mins., Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

A dancing flash that goes over 
the top because of the strong sup- 
port of three unbilled boy dancers 
and a male pianist. Dolores Farris 
alone would find the going tough in 
a mad dancing age. She can dance 
and well, too, but it requires some- 
thing today that only younger men 
seem to hold, 

In this act the three boys are 
each sure fire socks. Each has his 
own style, which is the thing in an 
act of this type. One chap does a 
rubber leg specialty that brings 
both laughs and applause. The tall 
blonde: lad does triple and quad- 
ruple and other ruple taps with 
each tap snapping out like a ma- 
chine gun. Miss Farris herself does 
a toe number which goes to jazz. 
This is her big moment in the act. 
The act is nicely mounted. The 
boxing encore bit should come out. 
Act opened the show here for a 
hit. Earl, 


LYNN DOREE and JACK 
CARROLL 

Songs and Piano 
10 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

A so so act of lightweight pro- 
portions. Style is the modern trend 
of torch singer assisted by a red hot 
pianist. Miss Doree is a nifty look- 
ing platinum blonde who _ sings 
with change of pace several pop 
songs, while Carroll does yeoman 
duty at the keyboard. Whole neigh- 
borhoods are now full of aspiring 
torch songstresses. This one got a 
break insofar that it is on a stage. 

The change of pace was to be ex- 
pected. That alone will not ‘make 
an act. Change of pace with hefty 
talent makes the going. Miss Doree 
sold three distinct types of tunes 
ending with ‘When Yuba Plays the 
Rhumba’ from ‘The Little Show.’ 
The latter was a weak finish on a 





not too strong start Earl. 


number of people, but has re-framed 


fect on risibilities is broadcasting of, 


Raising his orchestra aggregation 
from nine to 12 and with changes 
in specialty personnel, Ted Leslie no 
longer presents, Count Bernivici has 
in what he now shows the smartest 
act yet to date for him. The many 
new features, from scene at outset, 
build it up into a glittering flash 
entry. 

A dull spot from the flies looks 
down on the Count as he plays the 
violin, backed by two girls, one 
singing, the other doing second vio- 
lin for Bernivici. It's a slick be- 
ginning. 

That old medley of Victor Herbert 
bits has been replaced by an ar- 
rangement of numerous numbers of 
American composers, ending up 
with Sousa’s ‘Stars and Stripes’ for 
the plauditory come-one. But nice, 
anyway. 

Singletons downstage are many 
and varied, the dopey ‘Lena’ song 
standing out. <A _ kick-to-the-stars 
dance and a blues number by 
Frances McCall (announced as from 
pictures and Hollywood), are run- 
ners up. Miss McCall, plat blonde, 
makes a striking eyeful. 

A kaleidoscopic terminus worked 


up with film effects picturing Na- 
poleon’s march on Moscow as the 
orchestra blasts its way through 


‘Overture of 1812.’ 

Doubtless considerable money has 
been invested in the Count’s new 
act. It looks like ready cash. 

Char. 


SANDY DERSON (1) 
Musical 

12 Mins.; One 

Loew’s Orpheum 


Sandy Derson, assisted by an un- 
billed male pianist, is an entertain- 
ing fellow, though not what would 
be considered 1931 vaude in style, 
His act is one of the very few re- 
maining musical turns left from a 
vaude that boasted many. 

Derson plays many instruments 
and well. His smile is infectious 
and manner ingratiating. He draws 
favorable comment as soon as his 
entering song is over. That song is 
the weak spot. To enter playing the 
dickens out of the accordion would 
be more dynamic. 

Derson makes his announcements 
in a voice big enough to cut corners 
in any size house. The playing of 
three clarinets is a nifty trick and 
musical. His finish Scotch bagpipe 
solo sent him off strong, bringing 
him back for a coin hunt in the 
dark that brought a laugh finale. 

Earl, 


EDDIE EDENBORO (6) 
Colored Novelty Band 
10 Mins.; Full 

Jefferson 


Eddie Edenboro is a kazoo player 
who has gathered two  piansits, 
dancing girl and boy and a guitar 
and washboard manipulator. The 
latter two have been seen around 
here in steen acts this season. 

The turn holds nothing but some 
very nifty piano playing by Jimmy 
Johnson. Aside from him the entire 
aggregation reeks of blatant noise 
and silly movements, remindful of 
the early days of jazz bands when 
they stood on chairs, ete. 

The dancing boy tried and tried, 
but happened to be following. three 
pip tappers in a previous act. The 
girl does nothing but grin in best 
Harlem style. 

It’s too bad to waste a clever mu- 
sician like Johnson in a weak ag- 
gregation of this caliber. Jarl. 


SHERMAY and VAYE 
Dancing. Pantomime. Comedy. 
8 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 


An unknown man and woman 
team around these parts with a 
happy entertaining act.“ The man 
does pantomime all through. What 
talk happens comes from the girl. 
He dresses in loose clothes and 
makes his entrance carrying the 
Don Barclay umbrella which has no 
ribs. Gains laughs through falls and 
nut work around a piano which he 
evidently can play well but doesn’t. 

The girl is a petite blonde, who 
dances prettily. Her support is val- 
uable to the man because of her 
handling him in the rough and tum- 
ble stuff. They blend well and 
should have no trouble with this 
act as pantomists are not crowding 
vaude this season. Earl. 


STIMSON and GRAY’ 


Comedy 
11 Mins.; Two 
RKO, L. A, 


Makings of a potent hoke act. 
Team dressed as sailors do every- 
thing from burlesque adagio to a 


face slapping routine with ‘Anvil 
Chorus’ accompaniment. Should be 


a cinch for the four-act units. 
Chatter is fresh and laugh pro- 
ducing, Little guy gets the worst 
of all the arguments. One legit 
trick that gets a hand is their foot- 
to-foot balance with the under- 
stander singing and the lad on top 
playing a sax. Both terrible mu- 





sically, but it adds to the trick. 
Call, 


to four hours of stage and screen 
show? A bit extra this week with 
a first run picture, ‘The Big Gamble’ 
(RKO-Pathe with Bill Boyd). pic. 
ture is mediocre program material, 
but first run on 6th avenue is a 
consideration to the fans. 

Eight act show is even quality, 
medium grade stuff in toto, not any 
special brilliancy in blending, but 
it has good low comedy values 
which probably is the first requisite 


for this kind of drop-in trade; 
sprightly dancing, feminine inter. 
est and one effective flash. Plenty 


for four bits. 

Opener is France and LaPell, girl 
novelty perch worker and an eyeful 
of dark Latin beaut type in tights. 
Simple gymnastics, but” neatly 
staged and a brisk start for this 
grade ef show. Entrance of girl is 
in Spanish shawl costume for a 
tango step, then strip to full tights 
and into perch balancing. Finish on 
a rigid traps rigging for giant 
swing, always good. 

No. 2 was a strange spot for 
Bernardo DePace and his artistie 
musical clowning. Reason for the 
spotting was that the rest of tke 


comics of the show just blasted 
their way to the laughs and qutet 
humor of this excellent performer 


would scarcely have gained by fol- 
lowing the others. DePace hag 
turned vaudeville since his presenta- 
tion days, adding two girls to the 
layout, one of whom accompanies 
on the piano for a new sequence of 
comedy, DePace making his man- 
dolin taik back’ to the girl in 
funny arguments. Other girl duets 
with pianist for introductory num- 
ber, and later contributes a sole 
acrobatic dance, Turn did well 
here. 

Fields and Georgie started the 
hoke comedy parade with their 
cross talk, most of it in a familiar 
strain, clowned with each other and 
with their girl foil; nice looking 
trick, and rounded out a useful in- 
terlude with their stepping. Noth- 
ing subtle or especially deft about 
the act, but it makes a serviceable 
No. 3 item on such a program, 

Laughs generated by these two 
turns established the basis for a 
friendly audience, making it oke for 
Lynn Dore, extremely blonde and 
extremely svelt young woman whe 
uses a piano, a man accompanist 
and sings straight. Good mixed 
song selections eschewing ballads 
and using pops and semi-spirituals. 
Girl has an agreeable manner and 
easy presence, being in a state of 
enthusiastic agitation from the 
waist down during the jazz rhythms 
of ‘Oh, You Moufners’ and for the 
finale ‘Rumba on the Tuba.’ All to 
excellent returns. 

Don Santo who used to lead 4 
band and head a flash of 20 people 
or so now works only with Exie 
Butler in a fast and furious ar- 
rangement of hoke, drummer prop 
comedy and noise, but put it 
through for large results before the 
Hippodrome clientele. Plenty of 
bustle and slapstick, revolver shots 
and neck falls, with the engaging 
singing of Miss Butler for change 
of pace. Touched off the general 
effect for a solid click with a nicely 
handled caricature of Chevalier doe 
ing ‘Rolling the Clouds Away.’ 
Lystra La Monte gets a stereoptie 
con announcement that piques curle 
osity, a new twist to the familiar 
paper fashion review. Then it 
turns out to be none other than 
Lester Lamont, although the im- 
personator does not disclose himself 
in his proper person until the cur- 
tain. Turn—the billing says it 1s 
just back from abroad—has been 
built up on the specialty end with 
Isobel Brown, contortion dancer of 
quite a startling technique, and Dan 
and Barney Elmore, bucking and 
winging boys. Girl also does: song 
besides her remarkable flexible 
stepping and legmania. Lamont 
fools ‘em and makes a_ striking 
femme figure in his elaborate gown 
creations, all by the Dennison Paper 
Co., which gets prominence in the 
announcement. Nicely spotted and 
an interesting item to this crowd. 
Back to the laugh angle for next 
to closing, rather a tough spot for 
a single talking comedian, but Jo® 
Browning was quite up to the as- 
signment with his lecture on life. 
love and prohibition, closing to the 
hit of the afternoon with one vf 
those interminable parody chants on 
topical subjects. The audience 
liked this so well they had him back 
three times for additional verses, 
proving that after all the old stuff 
goes best. . 
Pasquale Bros. with their splendid 
acrobatic novelty rounded the show 
off trimly. Boys who used to have 
a covered piano for their balancing 
feats now use a golf tee and buil 
up the Scotch game idea through- 
out, starting with a couple of trick 
golf shots and then going into the 
tumbling and _ equilibristic stuff. 
This excellent trio bring up the 
subject of modern acrobats who cere 
tainly have advanced a lot without 
getting much credit for it, while the 
improvement in stage dancing gets 
all the attention. Tiller precision 
perfection is no more advanced from 
the old style stepping standards 
than is the work of stage gymnasts 
over the old hankerchief-throwing 
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PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

Everything that goes up must 
come down, including the Palace 
theatre’s bill average. This week's 
yaude show is pretty fair as $2 en- 
tertainment and on Saturday looked 
only fair as a grosser. At the 
matinee Edward G. Robinson, head- 





jining, drew more people to the 
stage entrance after the show than} 
jn the theatre for the show. 
| 

Palace at $2 has been always 

notoriously bad for ‘75c_ picture 
stars wishing to exhibit drawing 


power in a straight vaudeville 
house. The psychology might be 
that a picture star’s popularity is 
proved at 75c scale but the $2] 
crowd hasn’t yet heard about it. 
It remain no film name has yet suc- 
ceeded in packing the Palace. 

Brightest spot on the current bill 
and bright enough in one way to 
diminish the importance of the pro- 
gram’s shortcomings is the advent 
of Richy Craig, Jr. (New Acts) into 
the big time monologist class. Craig 
was No. 3 with assistance from an 
unbilled dancing girl. Because of 
his Palace hit at the first show he’s 
being held over next week as m. ¢c. 
During his monolog Saturday Craig 
told of a fellow who was hit by an 
anchor and became a master of 
ceremonies. That was told before 
the holdover news was received. 

Craig is another clear example cf 
vaudeville’s recuperative qualities. 
Things die through their own 
failure to create for themselves. 
Craig is of and from vaudeville. As 
long as such good things grow out 
of it, that branch of show business 
will be hard to completely lick. 
Craig is as good as example as were 
tordon, Reed and King on the 
previous Palace bill. There is the 
game sort of encouragement in an- 
other act here currently, Castleton, 
Mack and Own. 


To the former Castleton and Mack 
knockabout duo has been added a 
girl who can take a fall as well as 
a man, or at least as well as her 
two partners. And they’re excellent 
tumblers. They do three-high 
comedy thrillers and _ individual 
nosedives that strike the maximum 
of physical comedy effectiveness. 
These people have youth, the fif:% 
requisite for this sort of work, and 
as long as they have the strength 
to do their stuff they can’t miss in 
a& vaudeville theatre, 


Horace Heidt’s Californians, now 
the Palace’s most popular repeat 
band, and Kate Smith, in her ninth 
week here, were the applause hits. 
Miss Smith still favors ballads un- 
der the radio influence, despite her 
one not number out of four, besides 
the ‘Moon’ encore, was most suc- 
cessful. They now like most any- 
thing Miss Smith sings. 


The Heidt bunch closed the first 
part with its customary wallopy 
high-speed music and novelty work. 
New costumes and unison bits keep 
the act abreast of the times. These 
changes in routin are the reason 
why this one can repeat here more 
often than other bands. 


Even so slight an insertion as one 
chorus during which the musicians 
Produce rhythm by scraping two 
cheese graters together, gives the 
turn a new twist. In place of the 
original ‘Lobo, the late stunting 
Police dog with the band, is another, 
‘Lobo Il,’ and just as smart. As 
usual, the Heidts’ 30 minutes seemed 
like 15, a quality this band has pos- 
sessed since its first Palace date 
two years or so ago. 


Nayan Pearce and Jay Valie, 
carrying their own director, showed 
a different type of flash act in tho 
deuce and had no trouble. The 
Palace might be the turn’s best 
spot, for flash acts that depend on 
quietly delivered lyrics besides flash 
often have difficulty in the larger 
theatres. The lyrics sung by Velic 
Seek to pin the several numbers to- 
gether and the result is consider- 
ably more successful that in usual 
Similar instances. Miss Pearce does 
most of the dancing. While chiefly 
a high kicker, she doesn’t play up 
the kicking. What she does in- 
volves the body as much as the feet, 
with her long red hair also count- 


ing. In the ‘Red Rhadsody’ num- 
ber, which may or may not im- 
press the farmers, the red hair 


Plays the lead part. 


Robinson is doing 20 minutes of 
talk, chiefly about himself, paced 
by clips from some of his talkers. 
Talk intelligently written and it 
helps Robinson to do what the 
vaudeville audiences probably will 
expect from him. He kids his 
£angster film stuff neatly, in such 
a way that his one legit moment, in 
which he picks up the ‘Little 
Ceasar’ climax from the screen to 
finish it on the stage, is built up 
into a corking exit. As an actor 
Robinson has nothing to learn, but | 
as a temporary vaudevillian on his 
talker rep he’s a freak who must 
draw or else. 

Not for a long while has the 
Palace opened and closed dumb, It 
happens this week due to lack of 





Punch comedy finish, which is the 
But the Palace audi- | 
ence hasn't forgotten its breeding. | 


Olvera Bros., hand-to-hand closers. 
looked like judges at a perfect back 
contest, Charles Carrer, juggler 
whose implements are out ef the 
ordinary, this being his forte, 
opened the show. 


Last week the holdover Benny- 
Lyman-Hoctor-Smith bill in its 
second week ran into the tail end 
of the heat wave and after a bad 
Start finished with a fair $23,000. 
The booking office and the theatre 
believe that if not for the weather. 
that show would have been good for | 





three weeks. Adverse weather | 
might be unkind, but it’s still show | 
business’ best alibi. Bige. | 


Kabarett der Komiker | 


Berlin, Sept. 11. 
Radiating point of the new 


pro- 
gram is Lolita Benaventa, Spanish 
dancer of charm. If this Lolita | 
would not have been there, one | 


would have liked best the two Bux- | 
tons, The handicapped acrobats, 
who do cleverness with clumsiness 
and great humor. 

Lotta Goslars danced grotesques, 
which she could build up a bit more 
for the international variety shows; 
the step wonder, Happy Smart; 
guitar player Amalio Cuenca, and 
as the opening number a young 
woman, Celia Brandt, playing at the 
same time on two long pianos, 

Two sketches, an 
by Awertschenko, 
Travelling Companion,’ 
Paul Morgan, who is back from 
Hollywood, and by Hans Deppe. 
The sketch, ‘This Is Paris,’ is a 
primitive and simple parody on the 
Parisian erotic one-act play. Pub- 
lic laughed over it. Magnus, 


ACADEMY 


With ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) on the 
screen the house took it for granted 
that the stage show would not have 
to be such hot potatoes, yet the first 
show down here of four scheduled 
for Saturday did not seem to have 
the anticipated draw. The audi- 
ence was noticeably slow in coming 
in and there was plenty of room 
when it had ended. Not so good 
with the 14th Street pavement 
jammed with passersby. 

With the Fanchon & Marco Idea 
completely dominated by the Great 
Raymond and his illusions the re- 
mainder of the show was augmented 
by four acts booked through the 
New York F&M office. The latter 
comprised Jordan and Grace, Ash- 
ley Page, Harry Stanley and Mills 
and Shea. 

Jordan and Grace have a balanc- 
ing and juggling act of early min- 
strel olio days with sufficient dem- 


amusing 
‘An 


story 
Agreeable 
played by 


onstration of baton, whirling, gun 
spinning and wagon wheel bal- 


ancing to be applauded by those 
who like this sort of thing. Ashley 
Page and his xylophone swung the 
first music of the day into favor 
by using topical selections, 


Harry Stanley is of the cocksure 
variety of stage monologists who 
seems sadly in need of material 
but hokes what he has, including a 
few blue gags into a pretty fair 
return, And when he’s not kidding 
the two femmes with him they are 
either singing or dancing and jaz- 
zing the general complexion of rou- 
tine. Stanley seems to be leaning 
too heavily on a style of comeding 
which has been badly warped in the 
vaudfilm houses, 


Mills and Shea scored cleanly on 
their comedy acrobatics. They have 
some nifty ground tumbling tricks 
worked up a little bit differently 
and for more applause than similar 
turns obtain, 


Raymond is given a background 
of 10 F&M girls, eight doing the 
ensemble work and also showing 
skill on heralds and trumpets as 
well as doing a drum number de- 
cidedly effective. The other two are 
small in stature and do a double 
dance although acting as sort of 


pages to Raymond during his 
tricks. 
Raymond spots’ his_ illusions 


throughout the Idea period and does 
them in a showmanly way. For 30 
years at least and mainly on the 
road Raymond has carried on his 
inimitable way. And while he still 
retains much of the old routines and 
still has cabinet and disappearing 
tricks as his standout he displays 
grace, skill and ability to mystify. 

He has two male assistants and 
is also given splendid aid by his 
wife. Raymond works in a bit of 
comedy with a committee which for 
the most part was stocked with 
plants. 

Fanchon & Marco by having their 
femme chorus work in between 
tricks and also helping Raymond 
at times have given the magician 
a sort of production background. 
Though admitting what he does may | 
have whiskers and all that it con- 
tinues to be baffling, trickery and | 
mystifying to those who have never! 


iseen Raymond or any of the other} 


magical wizards work. 

The stage is given a heavy-draped 
embellishment which seems neces- 
sary to give proper stage colox ~ 
the Raymond routine. 

An entertaining show as a whole 
but bringing nothing new to the | 
stage portion. Mark. j 


i 


| manner in 


STATE 


A better than usual Loew’s State 
bill this week. Acts are nicely 
framed and routined and in toto go 
over better than usual. 

Milton Berle, former Loew m. ec. 
and last week doing the m. c. thing 
at Fox’s Academy, is m, c.’ing here 
this week and has a lot to do with 
putting the audience in a happy 
frame of mind. 

Loew probably 
with this m. c. 





is experimenting 
idea in view of the 
which that policy has 
received at RKO's’ Palace. 
With Berle’s kidding in between 
acts, stage end ran to 66 minutes 
for the first show Saturday mati 
nee, much longer than customary 
here, 

Berle is chiefly a gagster and 
secondly a comic songster. He has 
sufficient substantial material in 
both. A personable chap with a 
snappy style and handles the entire 
proceedings with ease. One thing 
that is in favor of Berle is- that the 
majority of his gags and puns are 
fresh, some dealing with current 
events and not as stilted as with 
the majority. Most of Berle’s mate- 
rial sounds like home-made stuff. 
He’s either a good gag writer him- 
self or has a good gag writer. 
Weaves in and out of acts, intro- 
ducing and doing small comedy bits 
with members of the preceding acts. 
Has two comedy songs, one a 
parody on ‘Roll On, Mississippi,’ 
and the other a medley of familiar 
airs to original lyrics. 

Opener is Wallenda 
equilibrists of skill, who 
closing number that’s. sure-fire. 
Lillian Dawson, torch singer, re- 
ceived a big hand at the finish of 
her turn and after a little gagging 
with Berle, took an encore. Miss 
Dawson isn’t much different from 
the conventional run of torchers. 
Nice looking girl, carrying herself 
well, with good enunciation. Voice 
is pitched a bit too low during some 
parts of her numbers. Includes two 
ballads, but her voice is better 
adapted for blues. 

Naomi Ray and Eddie Harrison 
trouped on next with the hoke that 
never tires, albeit it’s their finish- 
ing bit that’s 50% of the turn. Miss 
Ray starts the works by warbling, 
is interrupted by Harrison, and 
they go into comedy love-making. 
Small Harrison is a good contrast 
to Miss Ray’s build and girth. Use 
an audience plant as a comedy 
heckler, but at this house not taken 
to like in the neighborhoods. Clos- 
ing bit has Miss Ray in conven- 
tional ballet attire, doing a bur- 


heen 


Troupe, 
have a 


and Arabian pyramid-building and 
ground-tumbling in short order. 

Eddie Miller next with a satis- 
fying vocal routine, interspersed 
with Miss Henrietta who doubles 
from the ivories to doing Ann Pen- 
nington stepping. She looks lots like 
Penny. 

Monica and Ann Skelly, assisted 
by Billy and Jack Holden, accept- 
able juves, have a pleasant little 
skit for the trey. The girls have 
a nice flair for eomedy and regis- 
ter from the barrier. 


Then the Rooneys, with Pat 





clewning with IIT and. elicking 
pronto. 


‘High Stakes’ (Ra screen 


Abel. 


dio) on 


WINTERGARTE 


sept. 10, 


Ber iin, 
Wintergarten this month has en- 
tertainment. No number is a blank 
To be mentioned first, the six of 
the State Opera, the ballet of the 
solo numbers getting notice: Elisa- 
beth Grube, Daisy Spiess, Genia Ni- 
kolajewa, Rolf Arco, Rudolf Koll- 
ing and Jens Keith. 
Collective or ensemble, the outfit 
by Professor Ernst Stern. It is a 


try to show old and most modern 
ballet art in the variety show. And 
a full success. The best number 
was probably ‘Man and Machine,’ 
where the fight of the man against 
the power of levers, wheels and 


valves is transformed in expressions 
shown by the dance, in powerful 
rhythms by Leo Spiess, which re- 
minds the accompanying music of 
the Potemkin picture. 

Salerno, the juggler, is over 60, 
and yet brings new tricks. His 
productions and performances are 
so varied that one does not grow 
tired. Pipifax, the funny man, also 
well known. He haunts and squeeks 
as funnily as formerly and yet has 
a new little point. 

‘Rhon-Wheel,’ a large wheel, in- 
side of which a person is perform- 
ing gymnastics and turning around, 
has with the time grown from a 
sporting into an artistic perform- 
ance, Lauren and Ladare are in 
charge of the first number, They 
do it nicely. 

Twelve Gladiators, the Bratanos, 
make a real chandelier of muscles 
and smartness. The two equilibrists, 
the Heltanos, for a few whirlwind 
minutes. Magnus. 


86TH ST. 
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PALACE, CHICAGO | 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Since the Palace is doing fivé 
shows on Saturday because of @ 
midnight performance, the vaude 
has become shorter and snappier. 
Must be giving the acts headaches 
trying to figure out where. when 
and how to cut. Check on audience 
reaction would be interesting too. 
Some might wonder how come 
Estelle Taylor, sole headliner, only 
did eight minutes. Or that Conlin 
and Glass, comedy strength of the 
bill, skipped off in nine minutes. 

Brevity is okay in the proper 
place, but when it affects the run- 
ning order of a whole bill, it should 
be modified. Palace has been get- 
ting good shows right along, so one 
that falls below average once in a 
while must be accepted philoso- 
phically. 


Miss Taylor’s drawing possibility 


in this town’s hard to figure. Con- 
current showing of ‘Street Scene’ 
at the U. A. with Miss Taylor in 


strong role may help. Meanwhile, 
this is the screen player's first 
visit here in two years. At that 
time she was mixing some songs 
in a sketch. Now it’s a straight 
vocalizing turn with the usual and 
accepted male pianist. Audience re- 
action was favorable until Miss 
Taylor erred in supplementing an 
apologetic curtain speech to the 
effect that she was glad the folks 
were paying while she was learn- 
ing how to sing. That line didn’t 
help at all. It would be advisable 
for Miss Taylor to insert a couple 
of new tunes in place of such fire- 
side ditties as ‘Just a Song at Twi- 


light.’ Miss Taylor has a nice voice 
and with the proper songs she 


would do nicely and without apoloe- 
gies. 

One of the fastest openers seen 
here for a long time were the Four 
Casting Stars. This act reminds of 
the oid vaude days when acrobats 
were just that and didn’t try to be 
comedians. They only did five min- 
utes but enough to show plenty 
speed and flash. Joe Termini, who 
used to be a frequent visitor in 
local picture house a few years 
back, is still as somnolent as ever 
in appearance but wide awake with 
his instruments, which includes ‘f#6 
violin, banjo and guitar. What hap- 
pened to Joe’s harmonica? 


Conlin and Glass are still laugh 
getters, although with different ma- 
terial than when last seen around 
here. Of the two, the old act must 
get preference. Jimmy Conlin work- 
ing hard but doesn’t get as much 








lesque adagio with Harrison. 
Rosette and Luttman (New Acts) 
have a dancing turn that’s nicely 
framed. Assisted by two blonde 
girls for some heated song num- 
bers. 

Tomfoolery of Jans and Whalen, 
back again, closed. Boys are do- 
ing the same material as of yore, 
one playing the uke to _ certain 
tempo, other dancing and _ latter 
stopping when the former changes 
tempo. This time the boys secure 
the majority of their laughs from 
the capable assistance of a flaxen 
haired looker, Helene Grant, who 
starts warbling a torch song and 
goes into a hot cooch. That cooch 
angle thereafter serves as the meat 
of the comic attempt of the boys. 

Metro’s ‘This Modern Age,’ fea- 
ture. 





RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 


It’s probably been remarked upon 
all along the route how juvenile and 
peppy Pat Rooney looks, so it may 
as well be recorded once again that 
only the physical contrast with Pat, 
Ill, makes any age difference ap- 
parent. Otherwise Pat, Sr., could 
pass for a perennial juve without 
tipping his mitt as an a.k. 

Between both Rooneys (Marion 
Bent is now retired for good) they 
glorify the spirit of the Daughter of 
Rosie O’Grady until it becomes a 
contemporary as well as a legendary 
trademark. 

As an act, it’s a big league head- 
liner; one of the few professionally 
existing remnants of the glory of 
bigtime vaudeville that was. Acts 
like Rooney's bring up anew the 
query where would those real sock 
names come from if vaude were re- 
vived in bigtime fashion. The pres- 
ent-day Bakers, Howards, Lahrs, 
Richmonds, Brendels, Browns, et al., 
have either gone legit or pictures, 
not to mention those others gone 
radio, or those name hoofers who 
now content themselves with run- 
ning dancing schools. Nothing has 
been done to forster and promulgate 
real, new bigtime talent. A Rooney 
brings home all too forcibly the 
truth that the old training schools 
for vaudevillians, when playing the 

*alace was the pinnacle of variety 
success, have long since gone ERPI, 
And there’s no Sun, Pan, Proctor’s, 
WVMA, Loew’s and intermediary 





juated by 


| with a family of five stags. 


Keith time to graduate the vaude- 
ville aspirant into the Palace or an 
Orpheum route, 

And so once again a four-act RKO 
intact opens conventionally with Al 
Erickson’s RKOlians overturing a 
Victor Herbert medley in conven- 
tionally satisfactory manner, punct- 
the saxophonist who 
doubles into a tenor solo. 

Lois Torres (billed singly) opens 

They 
essay a Spanish terp introduction 
but fool few, going into their acro 


Patrons of this RKO uptown 
house whl have to be contented 
with the screen entertainment this 
first half and take the vaude show 
as one of those things of now and 
then. On paper it looks like a fair 
bill but plays poorly. Lack of 
punch comedy and not a happily 
laid out bill is the reason. The 
screen is playing ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(Pathe), an Aesop Fable, a special 
Pathe comedy made by the Mas- 
quers Club of California and the 
usual news reel, Business way off 
Saturday mat, 


To Antonio and Renee Demarco 
goes the applause of the show. As- 
sisted by two unbilled male pian- 
ists, this ultra smart ballroom danc- 
ing duo glided through several neat 
numbers. They closed the show 
which made their success the 
harder to gain. The two boys as- 
sist okay at the two planos and do 
two solos for changes. 


Tito Coral (New Acts) found the 
going tough on early. He does not 
seem vaude with his present rou- 
tine which reeks of somberness. An 
act of this kind, straight highbrow 
singing, slows up the small bills. 
Justa Foursome with Silver and 
Sharpe, Burns and Phillips lingered 
only a few minutes during which 
they danced both tap and acrobafic 
and switched on and off to straight 
acrobatic routines, They are bright. 
The girl especially so. 

De Vito and Denny, hoke comedy 
act, just ahead of Block and Sully, 
man and woman comedy team. 
Both diffierent in type but both 
striving for laughs. Separated by 
an act might have given Block and 
Miss Sully a chance. Their comedy 
is rather intimate. It is gaggy and 
if one or two miss, it leaves big 
holes in the routine, They fared 
lightly. 

Al DeVito and Russ Denny as- 
sisted by Dot Stevens perspired 


and wrestled, socked each other 
with fiddles, brooms and _ other 
props and tore around the stage 


but it did no good. They tossed in 
the towel finally and plainly showed 
they disliked taking one bow even. 
Miss Stevens foils all through in 
okay manner and taps for her bit 
alone. They boys must be credited 
with trying while on, but the York- 
ville folks just couldn’t believe they 
were funny. Earl, 





Thurston’s Repeats 
Chicago, Sept. 21. 

F&M units at the Tivoli and Up- 
town will lay off weeks of Sept. 25 
and Oct. 2, respectively, making way 
for the return booking of Howard 
Thurston, 

Magician’s added two weeks in 
town following his showing at the 
Chicago two weeks ago. Fanchon 
& Marco okayed the units’ jayoff 
for the two weeks. 





out of this act. Miss Glass, ag 
usual is a good foil. 

Reversing the usual order of 
things lately, a flash is closing the 
show. Deno and Rochelle have a 
smooth dance turn carrying a piano 
player and a solo girl stepper who 
also announces the team. For many 
years Deno and Rochelle were 
known for their apache, but now 
they call it the racketeer dance. It’s 
still an apache though in different 
clothing, 

‘The Run Around’ (Radio) screen 
feature. Biz normal Saturday noon, 
which means a good sized house. 

Span, 


Publix F & M Units 


(Continued from page 7) 


a factor in building up a specula- 
tive box office name. Such a brand 
name, it is claimed by showmen, 
could be established locally any- 
where by Publix, if it had the F@M 
shows under a long term agreement, 
The name if built as any kind of a 
draw, would virtually cost Publix 
nothing, since the build up would 
be within the regular weekly ap- 
propriation by Publix for daily 
newspaper advertising. 

Nothing reported at this end as to 
how F&M feels on the matter of 
absent billing. F&M has no sta- 
tionary Chicago rep. It is stated 
by some of the F&M people pass- 
ing through that the neglect to have 
a billing clause inserted in the Pub- 
lix contract with Fanchon & Marco 
was an oversight on the part of the 
producer. They say that should an 
amended agreement be entered into 
between the parties, the billing of 
F&M units by Publix houses will 
immediately be made a matter of 
importance by F&M. 

Talent Unit 

Balaban & Katz tie-up with the 
Hearst papers for a Fanchon & 
Marco talent quest contest here 
soon to get under way and cén- 
tinuing for maybe two months, is 
taken to indicate the future use of 
the F. & M. name by B. & K. 

Contest is spilled as prizes and 
things, with the big punch for B. 
& K. being the selection of 16 Chi- 
cago girls who will be sent to Hol- 
lywood for training and entrance 
into an F. & M. unit to be known ag 
‘Chicago.’ This unit to spot the B, 
& K. houses as their own neighb 
talent. 

Bert Adler, F. & M. publicity rep- 
resentative, is now her to complete 
arrangements with the co-operation 
and auspices of the B # K. exploi- 
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VARIETY 


Tuesday, September 22, 193] 











Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (SEPT. 26) 


THIS WEEK (SEPT. 19) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind.cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 


Palace (26) 
Kate Smith 
(Others to fill) 

(19) 
Chas Carrer 
Pearce & Velie 
Castleton M & O 
Kate Smith 
Ed G Robinson 
Horace Heidt Orch 
Richy Craig Je 


lvera Bros 
Chester 
Ist half (26- 
Turner Bros 
Ada Gordon Co 


29) 





Dane Vine 

Count Bernivici Co 
2a half (30-2) 

Robinson DeWitt 

Ada Brown 

Ferry Corwey 

Pop Cameron 


2d half (23-25 


Caits Bros 

Geo Andree Co 

Medley & Dupree 

Midday on Levee 
Royal 

half (26-29) 

Dayton & Palmer 

Janis & Corday 

Healy & Cross 

Harry Savoy Co 
2d half (30-2) 

Nee Wong 

Reed & Gold 

Aunt Jemima 

Farnell & M’guerite 

Dance Personalities 
2a half (23-25) 

Reeve 4 

Mack & Borden 

Roger Williams 


1st 


Billy Aryington Co 
Radcliffe & Bob 
Great Huber 


BROOKLYN, N. Y¥. 
Albee (26) 





TOILETRIES 





Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 


SHOP, 


160 West 46th St., New York 


Try My Lip Rouge Sticks 


(All Shades), 


$.75 








3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 


Coliseum 

ist half (26-29) 
Homer Romaine 
Yorke & Goldie 
Gloria Foy 
George Price 

2a half (30-2) 
Reiss & Dunn 
Ja~Phillips 
De Marcos 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Kitaro Japs 
Jean Granese 
Block & Sully 
Blue ogo Boys 


Ast half (26-29) 
Radcliffe & Bob 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (30-2) 
Jean Granese 
Bobby Pincus 
H'l'yw'd Collegians 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Gaines Bros 
Nancy Ross 
Lander Bros 
White & Manning 
Georgie Price 

Fordham 

ist half (26-29) 
Joe Phillips 
H'llyw’'d eee 


Robbins 3 
Lander Bros 
Morton Downey 
Lewis & Moore 

2a half (23-25) 
Justa 4 
B & J Brown 
Naughton & Gold 
Count Bernivici Co 

Frankli 


n 

ist half (26-29) 
Melfords 
Bertalino 
Lew Pollack Co 
Bayes & Speck 
Koran 

2a half (30-2) 
Moran Wiser & D 
Werner Page & H 
Joe Wong & Fumi 
Virginia Bacon Co 
Koran 

2a half (23-25) 
Seiler & Wills 
Lois Rudell 
Raymond Bond Co 


Falls Reading & B 
Wilton Sis 
Wm Gaxton Co 
Medley & Dupree 
Pearce & Velie 
(19) 
Case Bros & Marie 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Shean & Cantor 
Lillian Shade 
Borah Minnevitch 
Flushing 
ist half (26-29) 
Lander Bros 
Morton Downey 
Hugh Skelly 
(One to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Hite Kenny & C 
Raymond Wilbert 
Tiny Town Rev 
George Price 
2d half (23-25) 
Robbins 3 
Tito Caral 
Medley & Dupree 
De Marcos 
Kenmore 
ist half (26-29) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Naughton & Gold 
Ledova 
2d half (30-2) 
G & P Magley 
J & J McKenna 
Armida 
Joe Browning 
2d half (23-25) 
Doc Baker Co 
Prosper & Maret 
Morris & Campbell 
Frescott 
Madison 
ist half (26-29) 
Robinson DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
2a half (30-2) 
Turner Bros 
Ada Gordon Co 
Dave Vine 


2d half (23-25) 
Von Gronna Co 
Stone & Lee 
O'Brien & Hewett 
Manny King Co 

AKRON, 0O. 
Palace 

ist half (26-29) 
Dorothea Co 
Hope Vernon 
Olsen & Johnson 

2d half (30-2) 





Colby & Murray 





Jack 


Count Bernivici Co 








TIRED BUSINESS 
TAPS "IN" TIME 


JACK POWELL’S 


TEMPOS 
Still Care LEDDY & SMITH 














Bob IaSalle 
Mirthfully Jovers 
Hippodrome (26) 
Russian Art Circus 
Neil Sis 
Fred Sanborne Co 
Dolores Farris Co 
Earl Lavere 
Harry J Conley Co 
Benny Ross Co 
Prosper & Maret 
(19) 


France & Lapell 
DePace Co 
Fields & Georgie 
Dore® & Carroll 
Don Santos & Exie 
Lestra Lamont Co 
Joe Browning 
Pasquali Bros 
Jefferson 

ist half (26-29) 
Ishikawa Japs 
T & B Wonder 
Werner Page & H 
Henning & Kileen 
Heller & Reilly 
Alan Reno Gang 
Bobby Pincus 

2d half (30-2) 
Downey & Claridge 
4 Doughboys 
Mary Haynes 
Harry Savoy Co 
Lucky Malinda 

2d half (23-25) 
Robbins 2 
Etta Reed 
32 Foys 


O'Neil & Connor 


Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Summers & Hunt 
2a half (23-25) 
Flo Mayo 
Fulton & Parker 
Dodge 2 
Johnny Burke 
ALBANY, N. Y¥. 
Keith's 
Ist half (26-29) 
Lytell & Fant 
Zelaya 


Hatt & Herman 
2d half (30-2) 
Gaines Bros 
Sherman & 
Mel Klee 
Lew Pollack Co 
2a half (23-25) 
Lucius Malinda Co 


McvV 


Michigan 
Ist half (26-29) 
Harry Langdon 
2d half (30-2) 
Roy Cummings 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Keith’s (26) 
& Feet of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 
Pepito 
Puck & White 
(19) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Talent & Merit 
Vanessi 





Burns & Kissen 


B & R Goman Rv 


ANN ARB’R, M’H. 


BIRM’GM’M, ALA, 
Keith's (26) 
Stanley Bros & A 

Talent & Merit 
Vanessi 
Burns & Kissen 
(19) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
El Cleve 
William Edmunds 
Our Gang Kids 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Keith’s (26) 
Justa 4 
Whitey & E Ford 
Chinese Collegians 
Wills & Davis 
Charles King 
(19) 
T & B Waters 
Billy Farrell 
Reri & Samoans 
Zelaya 
Chas Ahearn Co 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Hippodrome (26) 
Flo Mayo 
Rio Bros 
Rita Burgess Gould 
Johnny Burke 
Al B White 
(19) 
Mangean Girls 


Gerald Griffin Co 


Lew Hearn Co 
Ann Seymour 
Eddie Deas Bd 


C’D'R RAPIDS, IA. 


Keith’s 
2d half (30-2) 
Bob Bob & Bobbie 
Harrison & E!lmo 
2d half (23-25) 
Lavier 
Kelly & Paige Sis 
Ward & Van 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (26) 
5 Elgins 
Freda & Palace 
Porcelain Romance 
Frank Libuse Co 
Roxy's Gang 


(19) 
Denno & Rochelle 
Joe Termini 
Estelle Taylor 
Conlon & Glass 
4 Casting Stars 
CINCINNATI, 
Albee (26) 
LaBelie Pola 
Bernice Claire 
Hurst & Vogt 
June Carr Co 
Max Fisher’s Orch 
(19 
5 Elgins 
Freda & Palace 
Armida 
Frank Libuse Co 
Porcelain Romance 


o. 





Roy Cummings 

2d half (30-2) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Major Sharp & M 
Chas Freed Co 
K’L’M’ZOO, MICH. 


State 
Ist half (26- 
Gordon's Dogs 


29) 


Major Sharp & M 
Carl Freed Co 

2d half (30-2) 
Mack Harold & B 
Cardini 
Ward & Van 
KANS. CITY, MO. 


Keith’s (26) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 
Marion Sunshine 
Larry Rich Co 


(19) 
Zelda Bros 
Frank Conville 


Dancing On 
Burns & Allen 
LANSING, MICH. 
Strand 
Ist half (26-29) 
4 Casting Stars 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Britt Wood 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Lyric (26) 
Pat Henning 
4 Ortons 
L’S ANG’'L’S, CAL. 
BKO Hillstreet 


(26) 
George Tapps’ Rev 
John Steele 


Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
(19) 
Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller Co 
M & A Skelly 
P Raoney & Pat Jr 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 
Keith’s (26) 
Bob Ripa 
El Cleve 
Lubin Larry & A 
Wilson Bros 
Marion Wilkins 
(19) 
The Agemos 
Jack Major 
Fred Pisano Co 
Cardini 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
MADISON, WIS. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (26-29) 
Murad & Girton 
Melson & irm'n’tte 
Vercelle Sis 
2a half (30-2) 
The Ghezzis 
Corner Drug Store 








JEROME MANN 


Thanks BERNARD BURKE, 


JACK CURTIS'S 


office, for his guidance and representation. 


Week Sept. 25, 


RKO Orpheum, 


Seattie, Wash. 








CLEVELAND, 0. 
Palace (26) 
& Roc&elle 
Joe Termini 
Estelle Taylor 
Conlon & Glass 
6 Belfords 
(19) 
Dorothy Co 
Nash & Fately 
Rita Burgess Gould 
Olsen & Johnson 
h St. 
Lita Wales 
Harry ere Rv 


(io; 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
COLUMBUS, O. 
Keith's (26) 
Bill Rebinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 
19) 


LaBelle Pola 
Bernice Claire 
Harry Langdon Co 
June Carr Co 
DAVENPORT, TIA. 
Ist half (26-29) 
Jack Lavier 
Ward & Van 
Kelly & Paige Sis 
2a half (23-25) 
Jemes Evans Co 
Rube Demarest Co 
Teck Murdock Co 
DES MOINES, IA, 
Kelith’s 
1st half (26-29) 
Bob Bob & Bobbie 
Harrison & Elmo 
2d half (30-2) 
Bob Stickney 
Bobby Fo!som 
Howard Fine & H 
2d half (23-25) 
C & J Preisser 
Pat Henning 


4 Ortons 
DETROIT, MICH 
Hollywood 


ist half (26-29) 
Mack Harold 

2a half (30-2) 
Muriel Kaye Co 
Don Galvin 

2d half (23-256) 
Major Sharp & M 
Vardell Bros 
Pilcer & Douglas 

FLINT, MICH. 


Plaza 
Ist half (26-29) 
Vardell Bros 
Nash & Fately 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
2d half (30-2) 
4 Casting Stars 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Britt Wood 
INIY POLIS, IND. 
Keith’s (26) 
Roundup of Stars 
Jack Major 
Fred Pisano Co 


Eddie Nelson Co 
(198) 
Hall & Erminie 


Harvey 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Senna & Dean 
Seegar Ellis 
N Arnaut & Bros 
eee MICH. 
Mich igan 
Ist half (26-29) 





Muriel Kaye Co 
Don Galvia 





2d half (23-25) 
Caligary Bros 
Spence Doris & C 
DeToregoes 
MIN’P’LIS, MINN. 

Keith's (26) 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards’ Rev 

(19) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Gracello & Theo 
Seed & Austin 

NEWARK, N. J. 

Keith's (26) 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Wee Willie Robyn 
Brems F & M Bros 
‘N Y to Paris’ 

B & J Brown 

(19) 
Le Gail Ens 
Morgan & Stone 
Benny Ross 
Joe Besser Co 
Healy & Cross 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 

Orpheum (26) 
Chaney & Fox 
Paul Mall 
Eddie Stanley 
Y’gst'rs 7m Y’st'rd’y 

( 
8 Feet of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 


Pepito 
Puck & White 
OAKLAND, CAL, 


Keith's (26) 
Joe Peanuts 
Nell Kelly 
Maidie y 
Bob Hope & Antics 

(19) 
George Tapps Rev 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 

OMAHA, NEB. 

Keith’s (26) 
Lewis & Alitee 
Crowell & Allan 
Ben Blue 
eesier for Sale 

9) 


cis 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 
Marion Sunshine 
Larry Rich Co 
PATERSON, N. J. 
Keith's (26) 
Gaines Bros 
Joe Wong & Fumi 
Bomby & Gang 
Mel Klee 
Virginia Bacon Co 
2d half (30-2) 
Paul Ash & Gang 
2d half (23-25) 
Walter Jennier 
Gresham & Blake 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Fred Sanborne Co 
Jimmy Burchill 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Keith’s (26) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 
(19) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman Co 
Hal Sherman 
ROCHEST’R, N. Y. 
Keith’s (26) 
Waliace Sia 


S’CR'M’NTO, 





Bob Nelson 
Owen McGiveney 
Anger & Fair 
(19) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar’s Rv 
ROCKFORD, ILL 
Keith's 
ist half (26-29) 
DeToregoes 
Caligary Bros 
Spence Doris & C 
2d half (30-2) 
The Agemos 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
2d half (23-25) 
Murand & Girton 





TACOMA, 
Keith's 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
(19) 


(26) 


Stanley 2 

Eddie White 

Ross & st saeae 

Runawa 

TRE H’ ty TE, IND. 
Keith's 

ist half (26-29) 

Wilson Keppel & B 

Senna & Dean 

The Agemos 

Irving Edwards 





“GREETINGS” IDEA 


BUSTER and BROWN 


Appreciation to Fanchon & Marco and 


our pal, 


Hyman Schallman 





Vercelle Sis 
Melson & Irm’n'tte 
CAL. 

Plaza (26) 
Southern Galeties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman Co 
Hal Sherman 

(19) 

The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
SALT LAKE, UT. 

Liberty (26) 
Lee 2 
Jack North 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Ann Codee 

(19) 

Lewis & Altee 
Crowell & Allan 
Ben Blue 
Kingdom for Sale 
S’N F’RISCO, CAL. 
Golden Gate (26) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 





20th Century Rev 

2d half (30-2) 
James Evans Co 
Morton & Prks 
Honey Boys 

2d half (23-25) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Foley & LaTour 
Violet Carlson 
Britt Wood 
Harris 2 & Loretta 


TOLEDO, O. 

Rivoli (26) 
Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 

19) 

Swan Lucile & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (26) 
Mangean Girls 
Gerald Griffin Co 
Lew Hearn Co 
Ann Seymour 
Eddie Deas Bd 





OFFICIAL 


DENTIST 


TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


This Week: 
EDGAR BENSON; CARL LYONS 








(19) 
Joe Peanuts 
Nell Kelly 


Maidie & Ray 
Bob Hope & Antics 
SCH’N’ST’DY, N.Y. 
Keith’s 
ist half (26-29) 
Lucky Malinda 
2d half (30-2) 
Seiler & Wills 
Cliff Nazarro 
B & Newall 
Yacopi Tr 
2d Malt (23-25) 
A & G Falls 
E & M Beck 
Besser & Balfour 
Frank Dobson Co 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Keith’s (26) 
F & E Monroe 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
(19) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Koryl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
SIOUX city, IA. 


Keith's 
ist half (26-29) 
Bob Stickney 
Bobby Folsom 
Howard Fine & H 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Keith’s (26) 
Dontatlila Bros Co 
Clyde Cook 
Lita Gray Chaplin 
Sid Marion Co 
Brooke Johns 
(19) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Keith’s (26) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Gracello & Theo 
Seed & Austin 


(19) 

Earl Jack & ne 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
SYRACUSE, N. 

Keith’s (26) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Rimacs Orch 
Kramer & Boyle 
(19) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGiveney 
Anger & Fair 


Y. 








(19) 
Downey & Claridge 
Bud Harris Co 
A & M Havel 
Groody & Fleeson 
Naro Lockford Co 

TROY, N. ¥. 

Keith's 

ist half (26-29) 
Seiler & Wills 
Cliff Nazzarro 
Blanche Sweet Co 
B & E Newall 

2d half (30-2) 
Lytell & Fant 
Zelaya 
Bee & Ray Goman 
Hatt & Herman 

2d half (23-25) 
Les Ghezzis 
T & B Wonder 
Bobby Pincus 
Bomby & Gang 


VANCOUV’R, B. C. 


Keith's (26) 
Christensen Bros 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henris 
Joe eee i Jr Co 

) 
F & E Monroe 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (26-29) 
Em'rs'n & B'ldwin 
Doree & Carroll 
Farnell & M’'rg,rite 
Miss DeMonde 
2d half (30-2) 
Don Francisco 
Pert Kelton 
Sully Morrison 
Radcliffe & Bob 
2d half (23-25) 
DeLong 3 
Moro & Yoncanelli 
Blanche Sweet 
Eddie Hall Co 
Dolores Farris Co 
YOUNGSTOWN, O. 
Keith’s 
ist half (26-29) 
Colby & Murray 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Summers & Hunt 
2a half (30-2) 
Dorothea & Y J’kts 
Hope Vernon 
Olsen & Johnson 
2d half (23-25) 
Jack Randall Co 
Alexander Gray 
Hurst & Vogt 
Rio Bros 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 


Ist half (26-29) 
Luisita Leers 
Traveline & Regay 
B & J Pearson 
Christy & Nelson 
Roye & Maye Rev 

2d half (30-2) 
Ladella & Nathan 
Ulis & Clark 
Jean Bedini Co 





State (26) 
Liazeed Arabs 
3 Swifts 
Spanish Carnival 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 
Gates Ave. 

Ist half (26-29) 
3 St John Bros 
Henry J Kelly Co 
Leary & Craven 
Rhapsody in R'y’m 
(One to fill) 








MIRTH MAKER 


HARRY SAVOY 


Dir.: 


LEDDY & SMITH 








Clyde Hager 
Mammy & Picks 
Orpheum 

Ist half (26-29) 
Marinelli Girls 
H'rry Fost’'r Welch 
Jean Bedini Co 
Francis & Waily 
Jean & Linton Rev 

2d half (30-2) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Kaye & Sayre 
Harry Kahne Co 
Irene Ricardo 
Marino & Mona Rv 

Paradise (25) 
Adler & Bradford 
Roma Bros 
Don Howard 
Silvia Miller 
Trado 2 





2d halt (30-2) 

Luisita Leers 

W'rthy & Th‘mps'n 

Lydell Galle & R 

Geo P Wilson Co 

M & A Clark Co 
46th St. 

Ist half (26-29) 
The Arleys 
Greenlee & Rogers 
Julia Curtis 
Marks & Ethel 
Merino & Mona Rv 

2d haift (30-2) 
Campbell & Brady 
Ethel Davis Co 
Seb Messa Co 
B Jackson & Patty 
Eric Zardo Orch 
Metropolitan _— 
4 Bards 


WASH. 











Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (19) 
Joe E Brown 
Albertina Rasch G 
Brox Sis 
The Maxellos 
Jack Pepper 
‘Pagan Lady’ 
Capitol (18) 
‘Making Hey’ 
Walter D Wahl 
Julia Curtis 
12 Tappers 


‘Common Law’ 
Hippodrome (18) 


Seymour & Seym’'r 


Gerald Griffith 

lew Hearn 

Eddie Deas 

‘Guilty Hands’ 

CLEVELAND, 0. 
State (18) 

Ted Claire 

Wilton & Weber 

3 Brown Buddies 

Chester Hale G 





Griffith & Weston 
Jack Frost 
Accordion 4 
Sunkist Ens 

L’S ANG’L’S, CAL. 
Loew's State (23) 
‘Parasols’ 

Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt Willie Mauss 


Anthony 

Sunkist Ens 

MILW’KEEK,. WIS, 
isconsin (25) 


‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waldman 
Max Gang 

Ben Dova 

Paul Olsen 

Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 


SPOKANE, WAsH, 


2d eake” (24- -30) 
‘St'rs of Y'st’ ray’ fz 
Corinne’s 
Hank Brown 
Bert Jordan 
Hi Tom Ward 
Dan Barrett 
May Hoey 
Tom Keily 
Rice & Cady 
Sylvia & Joyce 
Cho Cho 
Geo Harrison Co 
Al'x’nder & Evelyg 
Freddie Ford 
SP’GFIELD, MAS 

Fox Poli (25) 
‘Marches Militaire® 














Chester Hale G Thal . MIN’POLIS, MINN. | Charles Irwin 
Capitolians pepoamn awn . Minnesota (25) Large & Morgner 
‘The Squaw Man’ DETROIT, MICH. | ‘All at Sea’ I Rodney & Gould 
Paramount (18) Fisher (18) Ben Bard Sunkist Ens 
‘Knights of R T Little Jack Little Lester & Garson ST. LOUIS, MO, 
Ben Bernie Bd Betty Jane Gregory & Raymon Fox (25) 
Sylvia Froos Cooper Rev Matt Brooks ‘Vacation Days’ I 
Dillon Ober Arthur West Sunkist Ens Zelda Santley 
The 5 Sepian Don Cummings NEW HAVEN, CT./|3 Jacks & a Queeg 
Albertina Rasch G | ‘Side Show’ Paramount (25) Lee & Ralph 
The Mad Parade’ Fox (18) ‘Carmenesque’ I Kirk & Lawrence 
Roxy (18) ‘Art Gallery’ Melino & Davis Kathleen Kay 
Patricia Bowman Felovis Rose Valyda Sunkist Ens 
Val Gueral Bob Andy & Tod 3 Raye Saxe TOL EDO, 0. 
Kelo Bros Stan Meyers 3 Matadors Paramount (25) 
LeMar Atlas & B Zddie Cole 3 Madrinas ‘Tomorrow's Starg’ 
Belle Flower Josephine Sunkist Ens Bernie & Walker 
Ralph Cook ‘Skyline’ N. ORLEANS, LA.| Mary Miles 
Russell Waters Michigan (18) State (25) Wanda Allen 
Barney Grant Benny Davis ‘Olympic Games’ Anderson & Allen 
‘Wicked’ 24 Evans G Paul Remos Co Zelma 
CHICAGO, FEL. Werner Orch Hal Haig Fern Dale 
Oriental (25 ‘My Sin’ Francia Buddy & Gretel 
Benny Davis Gang PHILADELPHIA |S & V_ Rooney Chiyo Kadematsu 
BUFFALO, N. Y. Fox (18) Sunkist Ens Helen Ire'and 
Buffalo (18) ‘Carnival’ OAKLAND, CAL. | Dorothy Welch 
‘Marches Militaire’ | Max Bradfield Oakland (24) Theol Nelson 
Ska teeks Rob West ‘Greetings’ I TORONTO, ONT. 
Chas Manning Or ‘Merely Mary Ann’ | Del Chain Imperial (25) 
J & H Griffith ‘Art Callery’ I 
Fanchon & Marco MAKES 
AN AUDIENCE 
NEW YORK CITY) Kanazawa Tr Y ELP 
Academy Chief Clearsky For More 
Ist half (25-28) WHO DOES? 


‘Broken Dolls’ I 
C Bennington Bd 
Mowatt & Hardy 
3 Comets 
Eddie Hill 
Gautier’s Hot Dogs 
Sunkist Ens 
Audubon 
2d half (29-1) 
‘Broken Dols’ I 
C Bennington Bd 
Mowatt & Hardy 
3 Comets 
Eddie Hill 
Gautier’s Hot Dogs 
Sunkist Ens 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (25) 

‘Varieties’ I 
Sully & Thomas 
Theodore E & N 
Baker Dove & A 
4 Aces & a Queen 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (25) 
‘Limehouse Nites’ I 
Wing Wah Tr 
Armando & Lita 
Warren & Inman 
Don Carroll 
Sunkist Ens 





CHICAGO, ILL. 

Chicago (25) 
‘Hot Java’ 
Weston & Lyons 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 

Paradise (25) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O'Donnell & Blair 


Masters & Gauthier 


Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 

Tivoli (25) 
‘Circus Days’ .I 
Bee Starr 
Lil St. Leon Co 
Ne!son’s Elephants 
Carl Sayton Co 


Hooper & Gatchett 


Uptown 
‘Hacienda’ 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Adriana 
Doyle & Donnelly 
3 Khythm Girls 
6 Gordonians 


(25) 





BOB CARNEY 


LAFFIN THRU 


For LEDDY & SMITH 








BRIDGEP’RT, CT. 
Fox Poli (25) 
‘NSE & W'’ 
Jack Waldron Co 
Glen Dale 
Elvira Tanzl 
Helen O'Shea 
Togo 
Sunkist Ens 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (25) 
‘Once Upon a Time’ 
Belett & Lamb 
Raye Bilis & LaR 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Beverly Gae 
Franklyn Record 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO, N., 
Buffalo (25) 
‘5 Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Danny Small Co 
Adams Sis 


Y. 





DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (25) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allan & Canfield 
Franklyn D’Amore 
Limb'ril'gs Edwards 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 
Sunkist Ens 
MARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (25) 
‘Around the World’ 
H & F Usher 
Nord & Jeanne 
Tex Morrissey Co 
Phyllis DuBarry 
Globe Trotters 
H’LLYW’'D, CAL. 
Pantages (24) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 
Bussey & Case 
Hlubert Dyer Co 
Twinkle 2 








Carl Shaw Co 
Frances Arms Co 
Chas Foy Co 
Pitkin 
Ist half (26-29) 
Max Arnold Co 
Kaye & Sayre 
Lyde:. Galle & R 
Irene sticardo 
Eric Zardo Orch 
2d half (30-2) 
Beehee ‘& Rubyatee 
Sen Carita Co 
Leary & Craven 
Paul Kirkland Co 
Sally Rand Co 
Valencia (26) 
Ted Lewis Orch 
ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 
Ist half (26-29) 
Wilfred Du Bois 
Lang & Lawley 
Norman Fescott 
Verna Haworth Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Henry J Kelly Co 
Smith & Hart 
Norman Frescott 
Dave Jones Co 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (26) 
Lottie Mayer Co 
¥F & J Hubert 
Horton Spurr 
Carl Emmy's Pets 
BAY RIDGE, L. I. 
Loew's 
Ist half (26-29) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Roy Renaude Co 
Seb Mesa Co 
Donna & McNeal 
Sally Rand Co 
2d half (30-2) 
The Arleys 
H’rry F'’st’r Welch 
Jack Janis Co 
Carlton & Ballew 
Roye & Maye Rev 
BOSTON, —— 
Orpheum (26) 
Paul Yocan Co 
Sandy Derson Co 
Abbott & Robey 
Great Nicola Co 
CLEVELAND, O. 
State (26) 
Al Wohlman 
R'ss'li & Armstr’ ng 





Geraldine 


Frank Farnum 
3 Queens 
COLUMBUS, O. 

Ohio (26) 

Polly Moran 

Hal Yates 

Jones & Hull 

Paul Sydell & § 

J’RS’Y CITY, N. J. 
Taew's (26) 

Bert Frohman 

Lang & Haley 

Ben Omar 


MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loew's (26) 
Rubio Sis 


Mike Ames Co 
lou Cameron Co 
Bert Gordon Co 
Bert Nagle Co 
NEWARK, N. J. 
State (26) 
Wallendes Tr 
Don Cummings Co 
J & K Spangler Co 
Jones & Rea 
Jerry & B'by Gr'ds 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Penn (26) 
Stadler & Rose 
Fields Smith & F 
D’v’y & Rose Marie 
Marietta 
Tom Fullmer 
RCH’STER, N. Y. 
Loew's (26) 
3 Brown Buddies 
Wilton & Weber 
Ted Claire 
SYRACUSE, N, Y. 
State (26) 
Fred Keating 
Taylor Leon 4 
Georgie Hayes 
W’SHINGT'N, m. €. 
Palace (26) 
Helen Kane 
Jack Sidney Co 
Walter Dare Wahl 
YONKERS, N. Y, 
Loew's 
Ist half (26-29) 
Miacahua 
Dolly Kay Co 
Paul Kirkland Co 
Geo P Wilson Co 
Lee Gail Ens 
2d half (30-2) 
Max Arnold Co 
Oliver Harris & A 
Earl Faber Co 
Gallo Tisen Co 
(One to fill) 





WILBUR HALL 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 











Jimmy Clemons 

Buster & Brown 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Ballet 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (25) 
Great Raymond 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Paramount (25) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl's Co 
H’'rt Whitstone & P 
Barbarina Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Sunkist Beauties 
S’N F’RISCO, CAL. 
Fox (24) 

‘la Plaza’ I 
Les Gellis 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandez 
Lucinda #@ Ricardo 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palafax 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Paramount (25) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 





Carla Torney Co 


Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
Bob Andy 
Josephine 
The Gachalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
LaMarr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marion & Kathryne 
VANCOUV’R, B. C, 
Strand (25) 
‘Black & White’ I 
Geo D Washingtoa 
Clifford & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie Le Flohic 
Margaret A Head 
Sunkist Ens 
W’SHINGT’'N. D.C, 
Fox (25) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lehr 
Teddy the Bear 
The Andresens 
Cropley & Violet 
Carla Torney Girls 
W’RC’ST’R, MASS. 
Palace (25) 
‘Exotique’ I 
Claudia Coleman 
Graumann H & V 
Ramon & Virginia 
Elmer Herling 
Eno Tr 
Sunkist Ens 


& Todd 





LONDON 








Dominion Theatre 
J'n’ntte MacDonald 
Speedway 7 
O'Gorman Bros 
Eug Maguire Bd 
V & E Stanton 
Nixon & Sands 
Durant & Massey 
O'sen’s Sea Lion 
Jack Edge 
FINSBURY PARK 
Kmpire 
Will Hay 
3 Virginians 
Manning & Glass 





Topsy Turvy 2 


Week Sept. 21 


STRATFORD 
Empire 
George Rebey 
Anna Rogers 
2 Especials 
Mayer & Kitson 
Effie & Sylvia 
Carr Lynn 
Hartman Co 
VICTORIA 
Palace 
Victoria Palace 
Jack Payne Bd 
Revnell & West 
Byden Currie 
Dekker & Pan 





EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROC 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 








Nat Mills & Bobbie 
Vivian Foster 

San Marino Bd 
Chester's Dogs 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Willy Pantzer Co 
Balliol & Merton 

Imito 
Zaleski & Estelle 
Andre Navarro 
Byron & Byron 
Leslie Sarony 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Stanley Bros 





Bower & Ruth'rf'rd 
Harold Walden 
Allegro 4 

Elsie & Paulsen 


Provincial 


FINSBURY PARK 
V & E Stanton 
STREATH AM 
Billy Cotton's Bd 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
wade Peabody 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
‘Ench'nt'd St're ‘ge” 
24 Manfan Til't'ttes 
Kathleen Lafla 


K’kwhite & Ad'son 








Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 
Madeline Randall 
Hazel Crosby 
Julius Klein 
Wilma Cox 
Grace Mitchell 
Salvatori Orch 
Central P’rk Casino 
Jean Barry 

Dave Fitzgibbons 
Ed Doucher Orch 
Club Calais 
Jack White 
Ijllian Barnes 








Willie 


NEW YORK CITY 


Jackie Maye 


Frances Fay 
3ernie M'xw'll’s Of 
Connie’s Inn 
Ada Ward 


Joyce Robinson 


Louise Cook 

Earl Tucker 
Dotty Rhodes 
Sonny Boy Dudley 
Bessie Dudley 
Meers & Meers 
Jackson 

4 Bon Bon Boys 


(Continued on page 62) 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Tuesday, September 22, 193] 








Paris 


Who is Doris Duke? 
Victor Gorland around. 


Paul Fejos meeting the gang. 

Regina Jais in an auto accident. 

Luigi Pirandello walking in the 
Bois. 

Theatre Pigalle bringing down 
prices. 

It’s blondined hair for men this 
winter. 

Henry Bernstein cabling Katherine 
Cornell. 

Flaps getting thrilled over Leslie 
Fenton. 

Air travel rates coming down over 
Europe. 

Norman Lloyd opening 


the new 


Marine. 

Horace Ashton off to Africa for 
his film. 

What happened to Pola Negri's 


chateau? 

Jack Buchanan wants to rest a 
fortnight. 

Erskine Gwynne doing a biography 
of Frank. 

Algeria is going to be fashionable 
this winter. 

Roy Wood telling about Berlin 
experiences. 

Jacques Feyder reading possible 
movie scripts. 

Doris Kenyon receiving the press, 
making a hit. 

Pierre Brasseur and Jeanne Holt 
are marrying. 

Beulah Livingstone not so sure of 
publicity now. 

Serge Lifar doing some wild ballet 
work in Venice. 
Maurice Barbour goes to the T. 
N.T. luncheons. 

Rex Ingram crashing the Riviera 
social columns. 

Rollain Caillaux going where the 
swimming’s good. 
Neil Martin at Bricktop’s with 
Florence Gillium. 

Eliot Paul still in Spain recover- 
ing from nerves. 

Francoise Razay surprised she is 
working so soon. 

Freddie Carpenter leaving string 
of broken hearts. 

Fred Payne’s Bar now serves 
meals at all hours. 

Morris Gest taking his friends to 

Bupper at chez Graff. 

Join Weld to the Riviera and 

widely entertained. 

Irvin Marks to London and back, 
and buying shows. 

English film men do their dice 

throwing at Luigi's. 

Carroll McComas 
return any day now. 

The markets are 
early mornings now. 

Mary Heaton getting better but 
still receiving in bed. 

Madeleine Renaud settling down 
to career in pictures. 

Marie Tempest writing she is due 
for another vacation. 

Valentin Perera looking around 
for Spanish versions. 

Elsie Ferguson in 
Quarter looking well. 

Ted Lawrence is going back to 
work for Paramount. 

Teddy Gerard passing through to 
do new London show. 

‘Paris-Nouvelles’ switched from a 
noon to evening paper. 

Lugne Poe talking to Charlie Gor- 
don about new scripts. , 

More famous German actors at 
Joinville than in Berlin. 

That new Chinese exhibit here to 
be taken to New York. 

Grace Moore has a house in 
Neuilly for two months. 

Albert Coates going through to 
Russia to conduct opera. 

You can get a steak three inches 
thick at the Cochon d’Or. 

Alfred Savior never laughs at 
another dramatist’s shows. 

Michael Arlen not planning any- 
thing but Riviera for years. 

No one saw Earl Luick who 
thought Paris undignified. 

Arthur Moss admitting syndicat- 
ing is not so easy this year. 

If the Tower mags let him, Herb 
Howe will stay till January. 

Brown suede shoes having a re- 
vival for men—most English. 

Mat Dufwin dashing into the 
Lido building to see an agent. 

Jeannette MacDonald's military 
uniform fits her like a glove. 

Daily ‘Mail’ film critic says what 
he likes about English fillums. 

Florence Walton getting ready for 
the release of her first talker. 

Monte Wooley not satisfied with 
English ‘50 Million Frenchmen.’ 

Lowell Brentano around but not 
saying if he’s writing any plays. 

Sara Stramm back with a brand 
new coat of tan, Juan-les-Pins. 

Someone strongly resembling Paul 
Wegener at the Gymnase opening. 

It’s getting to be quite a club at 
the Elysee Gaumont film openings. 

Jean Weber had surprise of his 
life when ‘L’Aiglon’ ran two weeks. 

Kathleen Key says rain is all 
right with her after California heat. 

Al Woods telling how he started 
Gilbert Miller in the show business. 

Steve Passeur wiping his glasses 
during hot rehearsal of his new 
play. 

Hiatt the p.a. for Frank Jay Gould 
giving Lilian Harvey a _ publicity 
break. 

Amazement here that 
ing Lieutenant’ 


is expected to 


not so gay in 


the Latin 


‘The Smil- 
is to be shown in 


Berlin. 

Cub reporters on the Paris ‘Midi’ 
write under the name Jacques! 
Brissac. 

More Americans in the Anglo- 


American press association this 
season, 

Sybil Harris sold her apartment 
to the lawyer of the Authors’ Fed- 
eration. 

Barry Wall showing friends how 
he figures in the book ‘Peacocks on 
Parade.’ 

Arthur Lesser, now ‘Bob,’ back 
from singing at the Casanova in Le 
Touquet. 

The new idea over from London 
is to drink sherry and suppress 
cocktails. 

Chevalier and Yvonne Vallee back 
at the Empire cheering Jeannette 


MacDonald. 

Smarter American women are 
holding off until November to do 
their buying. 

Hotel Majestic rendezvous of 


Spaniards, South Americans and the 
King of Irak. 

Henry Beaulieu forced to give up 
direction of ‘Cyclone’ because of 
film contracts, 

A lot of Englishmen refuse to take 


their wives to see the rhumba at 
the ‘Train Bleu.’ 
Each member of the Osso or- 


ganization is presented each morn- 
ing with a flower. 
What is the matter with the Lido 
while J. E. Wittereid is postcarding 
from New York? 

After her legit show at the Sarah 
3ernhardt, Raquel Meller wants to 
do another review. 

Paris doubtful that Al Rockett 
can have a son of 20 and positive 
Mrs. Rockett cannot. 

Every tourist returning from Ber- 
lin raving about ‘La Belle Helene’ 
as done by Reinhardt. 

Barbara Field trying to change 
money at the Ritz and deciding she’s 
getting the worst of it. 

Mistinguett gets thrown twice as 
far and twice as hard in her new 
show ‘Paris qui Brule.’ 

Valerie (Valy) Boothby of Berlin, 
showing beaucoup shots of herself 
to the French producers. 

Dorothy Usner Baxter romping 
over to London to tell them what's 
wrong with the English theatre. 

Ben and Peggy Welden say they 
are coming over for Xmas if ‘Late 
Night Final’ ever stops in London. 

Georges Leweys cutting report- 
ers because they wouldn't print what 
she said about George Jean Nathan. 

New English publication from 
Gollanez shows seven plays, five of 
which are booked for New York this 
fall. 

They preview pictures now at the 
Washington Palace and show them 
the same week as Paramount, New 
York. 

Eva Le Gallienne hiding out and 
not looking up father, the poet 
Richard, or her sister the painter, 
Gwen. 

Sacha Guitry and Yvonne Prin- 
temps merely in town long enough 
to say ‘goodbye’ and off to more 
vacation, 

London Daily Express instructing 
its correspondents to keep a closer 
view on visiting film stars regarded 
as good copy. 

The idea is to take a tomato 
juice cocktail then five sidecars, 
three baccardis, and a champagne 
and feel swell. 

After a year’s experience as a 
theatre operator, Pierre Braun- 
berger never comes in to look at 
the receipts any more. 

Mark Hellingway’s sIster, Arlette 
Marchal, Levine, Nikita Balieff, and 
Lee Planskoy all at the same time 
at Korniloff's, ex cook to the Czar 
of Russia. 

Jennie Dolly dividing her time be- 
tween Fontainbleau, where one of 
her adopted daughters is sick, and 
Paris, where she makes Jannette 
MacDonald's stage dresses. 

A new kind of colonel to rival the 
Kentucky series. To be elected your 
wife must be in show business and 
you've got to be okayed by Col. 
Gimp, Ruth Etting’s best booster. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 





Getting warmer over here. 

Business still below normal. 

Westminster Glee Singers success 
in Durban, 

Lunch hour organ recitals pop- 
ular at Capetown Alhambra. 

New craze, bowler hats for wom- 
en, has got the sex in its grip over 
here, 

Musical revue ‘Helter Skelter’ 
doing business for African The- 
atres at Empire, Johannesburg. 

Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer's South 
African interests going ahead in 
care of Carl J. Sonin, with J. Hyman 
assisting. 

Agela Baddeley, English actress, 
her husband, Glen Byam Shaw, ar- 
rive Aug. 24 for African Theatres 
tour in ‘Marigold,’ ‘Autumn Crocus,’ 
and ‘The Truth Game.’ 

Layoffs answered advertisement 
by Alex Cherniavsky for His Maj- 
esty’s theatre, Johannesburg, as 
stage extras. They were offered 
2s. nightly for five hours. Many 





walked. Local paper slugged Cher- 
niavsky for offering white men a 
native’s wage. 





CHATTER 


Budapest 


By R. P. Jacobi 


Budapest, Sept. 12. 

English and American plays much 
in evidence, 

Irene Zilahy going to Berlin to 
sing in Brodsky operetta, “Runaway 
Lady.” 

Belvarosi theatre's first novelty to 
be ‘Unexpected Husband,’ by Barry 
Conners, 

Charge against Bekeffy, cabaret 
conferencier, was that in a skit he 
was disrespectful to members of re- 
signed government, 

Melchior Lengyel’s new play, 
‘Angel,’ pretty hot. About a woman 
who is wonderful wife, mother, be- 
cause she has sex life of her own. 

Marcel Juhl, who had Magyar 
theatre on lease last year, head over 
ears in liabilities. One of his cred- 
itors filed bankruptcy suit. Juhl 
declared he had paid his entire debt 
to them in gratis tickets. 

Film censors taking care not only 
of people's morals but also their 
nerves. Of the Harold Lloyd pic- 
ture ‘Feet First’ all the exciting 
acrobatic tricks on a plane were cut 
out. ‘Too exciting,’ was the ex- 
planation. 

First Hungarian talking newsreels 
coming out next week. Hungarian 
Film Bureau, semi-official, bought 
Klangfilm-Tobis sound equipment 
in motor car, but so constructed 
that it can also be used for indoor 
sound photography. 


London 


London, Sept. 11. 

Bernard Faulk reviewing books. 

Mrs. Hannen Swaffer has opera- 
tion. 

London's floodlighting dimmed al- 
ready, , 

James Carew considering 
offers. 

They're reviving ‘The Geisha’ at 
Daly’s. 

Vicki Baum coming back from 
California. 

Walter Morosco giving orders at 
Paramount, 

Jack Payne rehearsing all day at 
the B. B. C. 

Monty Banks says he’s had a 
U.S.A. offer. 

John Paddy Carstairs buying new 
swallow tails. 

Film Society will be inflicted on 
us again soon, 

Donald Crisp meeting the boys at 
the Dorchester. 

No doubt but that West End busi- 
ness is looking up. 

Gertrude Lawrence back in town, 
at the Haymarket. 

Haddon Mason producing ‘Ghost 
Train’ revival at the Q. 

Cedric (‘Pan ’Em’) Belfrage in a 
Hampstead studio dive. 

Leslie Williams swears he'll never 
get the production desk. 

Football season opened disastrous- 
ly for the London clubs. 

Old Vic and Sadler’s Well, classic 
joints, reopening this week. 

Walter Mutch flitted to Newcastle 
for the Paramount opening. 

Mary Newcomb back, will pro- 
duce ‘Behold the Bridegroom.’ 

Mary Lawson, ‘White Horse Inn’ 
juvenile, engaged to city man. 

‘Bitter Sweet’ starts its provincial 
run at the King’s, Hammersmith. 

Wallace Parnell first to use porta- 
ble revolving stage for the sticks. 

Latest vaudeville gag here: ‘Where 
is the capital of England? America.’ 

Dave Bader, Laemmle's represen- 
tative, is staying over for a month. 

Charles Cochran’ convalescent. 
Taking continental trip to recuper- 
ate. 

John Paddy Carstairs sent his 
father, Nelson Keys, a bill for pub- 
licity. 





talker 


Edgar Wallace packing the 
American grip; wintering on the 
Coast. 


Old Vic, ace house of London's 
longbeards, opening for the winter 
season. 

Quick lunch bar opened in Fleet 
Street for the legmen, but not quick 
enough, 

Leon Domque, formerly Sybil 
Vane’s pianist, doing a single as 
Lee Don. 

Veterans of Variety grossed $10,- 
500 at Birmingham recently; record 
for house. 

Ted (Kid) Lewis, former English 
scrapper, now fighting to get into 
Parliament. 

Healthy library buy immediately 
after ‘Grand Hotel’ opening. Show 
promises well. 

Carl Brisson contemplates re- 
viving ‘The Merry Widow’ for the 
West End Xmas. 

RKO’s’ Leicester Square 
looks like having arrived. 
around the block. 

Embassy doing so well with ‘Nel- 
son Touch’ there’s a West End 
house on the slate. 

Charles -Fox, Par’s American film 
theatre architect, is now here, with 
plans for Astoria’s. 

London centenarian 
suit of clothes with 
pants. Just optimism. 

‘London Wall, current at the 


burg 
Queues 


purchased 
two lots of 





Duke of York's, closing Sept. 26, 
with no successor in sight. 

Albert Whelan becomes Alexan- 
der and Mose act, displacing James 
Carew, who is playing golf. 

Robert Naylor, lad who deputized 
for Richard Tauber at Drury Lane, 
now headlining the Palladium. 

‘Improper Duchess’ at the Globe 
being redressed, with management 
spending $2,500 on Yvonne Arnaud. 

‘Silver Box,’ Galsworthy’s stock 
revival, doing so well at the Savoy 
they're putting on extra matinees. 

York and King will go home when 
‘Hour Glass’ closes. Can’t be long 
now. ‘True York will do an act 
with Coly Worth. 

Jack McLallen in immaculate 
evening dress with top hat and all. 
Sooner or later they get you over 


here. Like Hollywood? 
Flicker critics had big surprise 
on spotting preview during ordi- 


nary program at the Regal and 
finding the place S. R. O. 

Willie Clarkson's, world's most 
famous wig shop, severely damaged 
by fire Sept. 5. Clarkson recently 
announced going out of business in 
November. 

Montreal - 


Pete Lepine hits $319 to $2 at 
Dorval. 
Billy Bissett on Columbia chain 


this fall. 

Ernie Stone sailed for England 
Saturday (19). 

Five race tracks here all 
money this season. 

Season for betting raids starts 
with 53 men rounded up. 

George Wright vacationing over- 
seas. Back middle October. 

Stan Stasiak, wrestler, dead in 
Brockville of blood poisoning. 

Joe Lightstone dickering on vaude 
show for Orpheum, now stock. 

Odie Cleghorn wins Marboro title, 
proving hockey and golf will mix. 

Total of 223,228 radio sets sold in 
Canada last year valued at $22,776, 
200. 

Five thousand men let out Angus 
shops indefinitely Friday (18). Will 
hit east end theatres, 

Victor Desautels touring light and 
grand opera companies. across 
Canada, starting His Majesty's 
here 21. 

Shag Shaughnessy shining up 
McGill boys for Canadian Rugby 
championship. Last year college 
boys in cellar. 

Local operators union appealing 
against theatres, asking Quebec 
government to enforce four-men-in- 
booth regulation. 

Latest stunt here is eagle seen 
on spires, banks and office buildings. 
Cop climbs up and shoots it, but 
body never found. 

Montreal Maroons, lacrosse team, 
tied up to local schools when Man- 
ager Paddy Brennan brings claque 
of 1,000 boys to games. 

Jack Ouellette, cleaned in holdup 
by couple of men in auto, waited 
two days before reporting to police, 
thinking it was a joke. 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 


made 








Bob O'Donnell gave a party to 
pals. 

John Friedl and Len Brown back 
in town. 

Paul Short sez he plays golf with 
Curt Beck. 

Melba (P-P) vs. Majestic (RKO), 
midnight previews. 

Sez a new laundry gag, ‘men want 
mates, not martyrs.’ 

Debbs Reynolds, lad in the RKO 
office, gone to college, 

Jeff Hendon, Columbia's booker, 
won some sorta prize. 

State fair afraid to ask more than 
$2.50 for ‘Three Little Girls.’ 

Bill Wolfson looks nonchalant, be- 
cause he can spell ‘graphologist.’ 

Some femme organized another 
little theatre, bringing total around 
eight. 

Martin Weiss, local merchant, re- 
opening Avenue, nabe. No theatre 
experience. 

_James Hayden back to reopen 
Showhouse for another legit season. 
Mebbe next month. 

And now the little theatre’s back, 
Starting with S. N. Behrman’s ‘Sec- 
ond Man,’ next month. 

State fair will try to boost muny 
auditorium’s bank roll with road 
show series this winter. 

Churches outdoing theatres, via 
full page ads in the Sunday papes. 
Using plenty showmanship, too. 

Looks like Gentry and Sells-Floto 
will settle the circus season. ren- 
try beating S-F by week, Sept. 21. 

Wade Williamson, ex-film ped- 
dler, and Marshall Stewart, ex-ex- 
hib, into theatre equip biz in At- 
lanta, 

_Al Wolf changed monicker of his 
pe ex ‘Southwest Film Ex- 
change ecause the secretar 

state said so, ee a 

Most of the gang hangs out at the 
‘Brass Rail,’ new eat joint, for coffee 
and gossip. Besides, trick monicker 


Mexico City” 


By Doug Grahame 





Roberto Soto, head Mexican 
comic, and his all-native company 
are presenting a series of Mexican 
revues at the Teairo Iris. 

Foreign scribblers, mostly Amerie 
can and French, are flocking in here 
in cohorts, each with the fervent 
intent of banging off the Great Mex. 
ican book during a 15-day tour of 
the country. 

Stout and sentimental 
caused commotion in 
taurant when 


tourist 
popular res. 
applauding the ore 
chestra, Cheering chow shop mu- 
sicians isn’t done down here. It’s 
like applauding a parson for a ser. 
mon. 

An all-Mexican unit has been or- 
ganized to give the public grand 
opera at popular prices and the par- 
tially constructed National theatre 
here a chance to fulfill the function 
its builders had in mind when they 
began the handsome edifice back in 
1905. Fair support at 2.50 pesos 
(about 80c) top. 

A young medical student is inthe 
hospital, and a not so young busi- 
ness man is in jail, as the result of 
a stabbing affray in the lobby of a 
local hotel. Business man resented 


Cora Daniels, American cabaret 
singer, bestowing her smiles upon 
the budding medico, and knifed him, 
police say. Miss Daniels claims to 


have played several of the big U.S, 
vaude circuits. Down here, she 
says, for a vacation. Headlining at 
a big local cab. 

Blase reporters and hard-boiled 
dramatic editors got the surprise of 
their lives when they called at a 
leading hotel to interview one Sally 
O’Brien, alleged Hollywood movie 
actress. Into the midst of the waite 
ing scribes came Mona Rico, Mexe- 
ico’s own pet film star. Told the 
news hounds Sally O’Brien was her 
incognito to avoid unnecessary pub- 
licity. Stunt worked. Mona will 
have several trunks full of clippings 
to take back north with her, Here 
for a vacation, she says. 





Berlin 


By Max Magnus 


Irvin Marks here at the Eden. 
Charles Boyer expected here. 
Margot Walter down with the fit, 
Henry Berg, actor, died, 67 years 
old. 

Georges de Brun, Scala director, 
50 years old. 


Asta Nielsen will have her own 
film company. 


Laudi Lawrence, 
expected here. 


Heinrich George at a sanitarium 
for reducing cure. 
Vicki Baum will be here in the 
middle of October. 


Dr. Guido Bagiers, Tobis, negoti- 
ating with Emelka. 


Fred Hildenbrandt writing few 
shorts for Carl Froelich. 


Otto Klemperer expected back in 
November from South America. 
Gustav Horcher, well-known rese 
taurant cwner, died, 57 years old. 
Georg Koch, sculptor, has fine 
ished a bust of the F. W. Murnau. 
Paul Morgan telling stories about 
Hollywood in the Kabaret der Kom- 
iker. 

Max von £chillings writing the 
music for the picture ‘riedemann 
Bach.’ 

Andre Daven will take over the 
management of Ufa’s French ver- 
sions, 

Franz Lehar writing a new oper- 
etta for Maria Jeritza and Richard 
Tauber. 

Elisabeth Bergner will rent @ 
theatre to do a play after a Jack 
London story. 

Max Reinhardt has been asked by 
the Italian crown princess to stage 
two plays in Florence. 

Elisabeth Bergner made a cone 
tract with Pathe-Natan for Enge 
lish version of her talker ‘Ariane. 
Caracciola, German motor racing 
champ, and Elli Beinhorn, woman 
flyer, in the talker ‘His Most 
Startling Success.’ . 
Emil Jannings has commissioned 
Erich Ebermayer to write a stage 
play, ‘The Blue Angel,’ after the 
talker of Josef von Sternberg. 
Three Napoleon dramas will be 
presented i. e. Alexander Moissi’s 
‘The Prisoner of St. Helena,’ Arnold 
Zweig’s ‘Mood of the Army’ and 
Mussolini's ‘Maifeld.’ 

Rumors here that Erwin Piscator 
discontinued picture work in Mos- 
cow. Technical equipment of the 
Russian studios not good enough 
for an international talker. 

Victor Barnowsky intends to pre- 
sent a Hohenzollern drama ‘Cama- 
rilla’ at the Deutsches Kuenstler 
theatre showing the surroundings 
and friends of Kaiser Willy. iat 
The oldest member of the artis 
family Shaeffer, Sylvester Schaet- 
fer, Sr., died, 72 years old. Thirty 
years ago he was the most famous 
artist of Europe. His son, Sylvestet 
is still in demand in the same act. . 
On account of the presence © 
the French premier Laval, Nero 
Film intends to arrange a performe 
ance of G. W. Pabst’ picture ‘Kame 
eradschaft’ (‘Comradship’) at the 
Capitol. The plot treats of the Ger 


Adolphe Osso, 





arouses memories. 


man-French rapproachment. 
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os Saranac Lake : 
By ‘Happy’ Benway 
Joe Fleisler’s Minerva. | 
Barry nee wojrning in Charley Bordley is well, ditto his 


Harry Engel sojourning in Can- 
ada. 

Edmond Pauker, 
giling. 

Pat McNutt turned actor Wednes- 
@ay (16). 

Dayton Stoddart’s book almost 
finished. 

The Fred Schaders have returned 
to Detroit. 

Bill Stephens likes Swedish hors 
d'oeuvres. 

Paul Whiteman in 
trained down. 

Mrs. Sam Harrison laid up with 
gprained ankle. 

George Jessel starts his Rolls- 
Royce by cranking. 


script seller, 


town well 


They rolled Jim Maher. Watch 
among the missing. 
Walter ‘Winchell doing’ short 


comedies on the side. 
F. Chase Taylor expects to be a 
pappy in two weeks. 


Earl McGill's legit 
plans said to be cold. 


Val Lewton, Metroite, is moving 
to New Canaan, Conn. 

Lew Shreiber is back on the lane 
temp with new gagging. 

Jack Sidney opens a Fanchon & 
Marco tour Oct. 16 as m. c. 

‘Al Friedman back in tin-pan al- 
ley. Gags worsg than ever. 

_ Max Winslow's idea of real class 
is eating caviar for breakfast. 

Flo Ziegfeld flew to California to 
join Billie Burke Friday night. 

At least four ‘Variety’ muggs 
turned literati. Writing books. 

Jimmy McHugh and Dorothy 
Fields just in from California. 

Boys are burning up Bob Tap- 
linger about Rudy Vallee’s sec. 

Mark Lea, burlesque comic, 
become a wine brick salesman. 

Jack Curtis, Jr., son of the agent, 
is appearing in the ‘Penrod’ film. 

Jack Karp, of Paramount’s legal 
staff, and Myrtle Aronson engaged. 

The Bob Sisks new apartment mit 
noise. Whose idea was it to move? 

William Block of Warners’ the- 
atre getting congrats from the home 
office. 

Mrs. Wally Bauerline of New Or- 
leans doing Broadway and Fifth 
avenue, 

Bob Hague, who married Mary 
Lewis, is the financial lifesaver of 
the Lambs. 

Bill Coker, generalissimo of the 
New Orleans Athletic club, in town 
for a week. 

Leila McIntyre (Mrs. Johnny 
Hyams) left for the coast after five 
months east. 

Bill Connolly out of Jacobs’ ticket 
agency after seven years, opening 
his own place. 

Jack Lavin, former Chicago music 
man, now personal manager for 
Paul Whiteman. 

Gilbert Miller-and Al Woods back 


producing 


has 


from Europe on the same _ boat. | 


Rough journey. 

Bob Burke of Lyric b. 0. escaped 
with septic sore throat but lost 35 
pounds in two weeks. 

Alex. Hanlon is part of Walker- 
Town, Inc., which is representing 
‘Sing High, Sing Low.’ 

Herman Phillips managing the 
Ambassador, Ernest McCauley now 
handling ‘Shoot the Works.’ 

Milt Feld and J, J. Ludwig shar- 
ing an apartment in single blessed- 
ness, are thinking of moving. 

Ticket men have plenty to do at 
Carroll box office. One dropped 15 
pounds in weight first two weeks. 

A hat shop under the name of 
Yvonne Ganz on East 53rd street 
is owned by Mrs. Marshal Field. 

Solly Shaw will marry Oct. 10. 


‘Shaw, a Bronxite, will take Dora 


Messer, Bronx non-pro, as a bride. 

It’s theatre fix-up time. They’re 
being painted, scraped and washed, 
with a couple getting new marquees. 

Terrific is the latest pop super. 
Supposed to be beyond colossal or 
mammoth. May push out dynamite. 

Nelson Rockefeller, 24, son of J. 
D., Jr, is tutoring on the general 
outline of showmanship under 
Roxy. 

Ed Schiller cot his first airplane 
ride from Baltimore to New York 
last week with Joe Vogel and Oscar 
Doob. 

Abe Olman, music _ publisher, 
made a leap by air from New York 
to Pittsburgh in an hour and 50 
Minutes, 

Fred Lowenthal, Chi lawyer, 
stopped over in New York after trip 
abroad. With wife stayed 28 days 
in Russia. 

Jack Pasternack playing return 
engagement at Sam _  SBeckharts 


ticket agency. Had his own office. 


last season. 

Mabel Puck’s big desire is to 
cream her face while having break- 
fast in bed in Atlantic City. In 
these times! 

Henry Berman is on Broadway 
looking around. His last stop was 
at New Orleans, m.c’ing floor shows 
for five years. 

Mayor Jimmy Walker radioed 
George Jessel he will attend the 
Friars dinner to Maurice Chevalier 
next Sunday (27). 

Leo Bulgakov drove 600 miles 
from Maine without an accident. 
While putting the buggy 
Bronx garage was clipped. 

Alice Kellerman, Lillian Duncan 
and Florence Chumbecos subbed for 


into aj} 


Tille Losch in ‘Band Wagon.’ Dancer 
was out with injured ankle. 

Oo. L. Oz, once an actor, has 
dropped the L. and hopes to be 
known only as Oz. He's now Oz, 
the agent and crap shooter. 

Johnny Boyle’s 13 year old kid 
Jack stepped into ‘Shoot the Works’ 
one matinee. Followed his pop with 
two soft shoe routines. Hit. 

During entr’ acte of ‘I Love an 
Actress’ premier, pitchmen selling 
false. goatets and mustaches went 
to work on the sidewalk crowd. 

Both NBC and CBS throwing 
parties for the radio scribes, both 
to be in the same hotel. NBC’s will 
be tonight (Tuesday) and CBS's to- 
morrow. 

Jose Guerrera is going back to 
Spain. His wife, Carmen Diaz San- 
chez, died here recently while both 
were dancing with the Don Azpiazu 
orchestra. 

Joe E. Brown at Moss’ Broadway 
is receiving $6,250 net weekly for 
the two weeks at the house, booked 
through Jack Wiener. The $250 is 
for Brown’s weekly hotel bill. 

Thomas Tommaney, former front 
man for Martin Healy and men- 
tioned in the Ewald case, working 
for Consolidated Film Laboratories 
in Jersey. Salary $7,500 a year. 

Former home of the late Norah 
Bayes at 624 West End avenue sold 
under a lien against Miss Bayes’ 
husband, Ben L. Friedman. It was 
bought in by Annie Scheepps, who 
held the judgment for $9,000 for 
$38,000. That included a mortgage 
for $30,000. 

When Jack Benny on the Palace 
stage the other evening mentioned 
Charlie Freeman, Charlie Freeman 
in the 4th row took a bow. Carrie 
Freeman hissed her husband and 
blew. The next day when the Free- 
man kids heard what their old man 
had fallen for they walked, too, go- 
ing back to school. 

Eddie Cantor, the gallant, volun- 
teered to escort Mrs. Jack Benny 
and Mrs. Jack Haley to the ‘Scan- 
dals’ opening. He picked up each 
at her hotel, with Mrs. Haley the 
second to get in the cab. Then the 
women discovered each had on the 
identical same gown. Eddie tried to 
laugh it off all evening. 

Radio Pictures did not go entirely 
through with its contemplated na- 
tional junior campaign of publicity 
on ‘Traveling Husbands,’ The con- 
densed display national copy gotten 
out by Radio’s press publicity staff 
found its way into a few key city 
dailies. When the talker failed to 
develop the draw strength antic- 
ipated, the remainder of the second- 
ary campaign was canceled, 





New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Dan Cummings back from Penn, 

Vacation over, Trixie Wells back 
at WICC, 

John Grenold did a Kaye Don over 
at Middletown. 


Did Harry Hollander finally cateh 
his New York train? 


‘Good Companions’ will have its 
premiere at Shubert (24). 


Charlie Myers out of Fox-Poli 
band a week—auto smash, 

Kearney Walton on home-cooked 
meals again after one-arms, 

Fourth marriage of Nina Wilcox 
Putnam impends. Was kid here. 

Now low among _bootblacks; 
urchins doing job for three cents. 

Fox-Poli will produce own units 
when F. & M. switch to Paramount. 

David Pardoll, Yale Drama school, 
will again direct E]m City Players. 

Edward Curran, Ivoryton’s New 
York Players, left for Jacksonville. 

Anthony ‘Teta, pres. musicans 
local, fined $1,200 on lottery charge. 

Walter Stuart goes for one of 
those Childs’ ‘all you can eat’ din- 
ners. 

Bob Baral, ‘Variety’ mugg, owes 
a certain manager in this town a 
letter. 

Barney Rapp back to double be- 
tween Fox-Poli m. c. and his Pavil- 
ion Royal. 

Regina Morgan goes shopping for 
a hankerchief and comes back with 
a new coat, 

Now that he’s taking lessons, 
Eddie (Screwy) Weaver does every 
hole in ‘fore.’ 

Paddy Carter mooched a flock of 
Oakleys from Gene Curtis when he 
was in Montreal. 

Harvey Cocks threw a party at 
Hollywood Nite Club for Alice 
White and Sy Bartlett. 

When you see Ike Lowenthal 
smoking good cigars again it means 
the Shubert has opened. 

William Griswold Pratt, one-time 
editor of local ‘Journal-Courier,’ 
died in Hartford hospital. 

Between Bridgeport and New 
Haven Terry Turner will need an 
office on Milford turnpike. 

Sunday sheet carried half-page 
special on Olive McLay and Mildred 
| Borst, native daughter in the ‘Fol- 





lies.’ LS 
The local Henry Pusse wants it | 
iknown that the Henry Busse who } 
ust-becar father was ‘a coupla 


}other fell Ws.” 


~— 


Billy Elson ill, 
Herzoff back 
honeymoon. 
Jimmy Coston is the latest hay- 
fever recruit. 


Mrs. 
Arch 


neuritis, 


from the 


Tom Maloy developing into a 
champ orator. 

Bob White joins the WMAQ an- 
nouncing staff. 

Moe Lee will spend the winter 
waiting for the spring. 

Ralph Kettering has been look- 
ing things over in Milwaukee. 

_ Billy West drove in from the 
Coast and went right back again. 

Jack Horwits was finally persu- 
aded to stock up ‘Bagles’ in Lindy’s. 

Walt Disney, M. H. Hoffman and 
Paul Flotow were film row visitors. 

Ben Pratt was on his p. a job 
at NBC an hour after he was mar- 
ried. 

Pierre Andre set solid in town on 
WGN following his transfer from 
KSTP. 

Ira Bastow of the Kings Jesters 
feeling better after that appendix 
delivery. 

Northside roadhouse proprietors 
got nipped when the Morton Grove 
bank withered. 

Jules Herbeveaux, NBC batonier, 
is showing around a pilot’s license 
just handed him. 

Smith and Dale had a profitable 
week playing bridge with Max Tur- 
ner and Sam Roberts. 

Henry Spitzer, Harms’ big voice, 
in town heating up trade and ce- 
menting radio contacts. 

After seven years on tour around 
the world, Ben Beno, the aerialist, 
returns to his home town. 

Gendarme picked up Sen Kaney 
for being without a vehicle license 
sticker on his windshield. 

Joey Stool drew a boiled cheek 
when he unscrewed the radiator 
cap from his panting auto. 

So tough here song and dance 
teams are doing ‘one and one’ in- 
stead of ‘one and two’ choruses. 

Economy reached its apex when 
a Publix theatre in Aurora bor- 
rowed a piano from Joliet, 22 miles 
away. 


exile, returning to NBC as a pro- 
duction man and not as an an- 
nouncer, 

Frank Gillmore is going to fly to 
the labor conference in Vaneouver 
next week, and will stop off at the 
Equity office here. 

Sign of ‘Hoover Hotel’ on old 
county jail building, now housing 
unemployed, was ordered obliterated 
}>by Mayor Cermak. 

Gene Arnold got so immersed in 
a game of yoyo in the NBC an- 


missed a show on WENR. 

Phil Chasen commuting between 
loop and St. Joseph hospital, Mil- 
waukee, to see partner, Fred La 
Reine, laid up-in plaster. cast. 

Ross and Edwards received a 
wire of congratulations from Doyle 
and Donnelly: ‘Doyle and Donnelly 
wish themselves lots of luck.’ 

H. K. Boice, CBS v. p., was in 
from New York to palaver with 
chain’s sales execs here about the 
choice of a new affiliate station. 

‘Herald-Examiner’ scheme of hav- 
ing performers plug the cartoon 
characters on the streets in apropo 
costume blew up when the muggs 
got into a riot with the public. 

Through Louie Lipstone, a halt 
has been called on all B. & K. of- 
fice girls collecting stacks of free 
sheet music from the publishers on 
claim of working for Balaban & 





Katz, 
Washington 
By John Daly 
Frank aer, former dramatic 


critic, editorial writer on the Times. 

Stoddard Taylor, manager Belas- 
co, back ready to open house next 
week. 

Betty Garnett, fashion expert, 
sees the Empress Eugenies on the 
way out, 

Nelson Bell, picture reviewer for 
the ‘Post,’ has a new reception room 
for visiting press agents. 

Ralph A. Palmer, m. e. of the 
News, back from vacation—Atlantic 
City and way stations with the Mrs. 

Frederick McKaye, heralding 
Basil Sidney, gets accommodations 
at the Racquet Club, courtesy Frank 
Morse, 

Maxine Doyle, mistress of cere- 
monies at the Earle, loaned to Joe 
E. Browne for a week at the Palace, 
New York. 

Osborne Wood, son of the general, 
back in town as a working man 
after having spent two millions in 
two years; broke. 

Martha Habey, manager Play- 
house Inn, star witness in Washing- 
ton’s latest murder mystery—Ray- 
mond Morrow, policeman. 

Robert Allen, chief of the Bureau 
of Christian Science Monitor, out; 





the bosses believe he helped write 
‘Washington’s Merry-Go-Round,’ 
New 68-minute air run between 
New 
playwright 


yron Fagan, 


Ted Pearson is coming back from ! 


nouncers dressing room that he. 


York and Washington patron- | 
Piz d by M 





fixing up his latest play, ‘Peter Flies 
High.’ 

Nadine Brownfield, groomed by 
Harry Crull for locai Fox revue, has 
been picked by Phil Bloom, Fan- 
chon and Marco rep, for a new Los 
Angeles unit. 

Margaret Anglin, Walter Hamp- 
den, Arthur Byron and others to be 
featured in a bi-centennial pageant. 
Direction Clifford Brookes, with R. 
H. Burnside staging. 

Vincent Callahan, assistant to the 
vice-president, NBC, getting ready 
to lead a large limousine load of 
local luminaries to company dinner 
at the New Yorker Tuesday night 
(22). 





Detroit 


By :.ee Elman 


G. W. Howe flew to Grand 
Rapids. 
Couple of Toledo girls came to 


work in the big city. 


Eddie Loughton teaching the 
Greeks how to talk Greek. 

Nelson Ingham back from the 
East. Still talks religion. 


Freddie Schader doesn’t like auc- 
tion bridge. Longs for contract. 
Bill Raynor can’t stay downtown 
and play cards while his wife is in 
town. 

Ray Meurer of the Hollywood 
and graduated bfrom law school last 
week. 

Gerald Marks doesn’t drink, but 
fools every one by going around in 
circles, 

Eddie Weisfeldt busy entertain- 
ing friends from his home town, 
Milwaukee. 

Ernie Rappeli has things going 
smoothly now and takes time off to 
see the town. 

Dorothy Daniels back at the 
Michigan. Chicago took her for 
several pounds. 

Nate Platt has a new nickname. 
They call him Hinchcliff because he 
wants more circulation. 

Carl West and Danny Engle are 
trying out a new act. Trouble is 
they’re both straight men. 

Arthur Frudenfeld moved next 
door to his theatre. Uses the thea- 
tre lobby as his sitting room. 

Howard, Fine and Howard broke 
their jump to Terra Haute and -kept 
George Walsh along for laughs, 

Redge Brophy and George Morton 
went to N. Y. for two weeks but 
couldn’t stand over ten days s0 
back, Windsor gets the break, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Election over, town normal again. 

All the speaks going for chuck- 
a-luck. 

Childs’ opening looked like a ‘Fol- 
lies’ premiere, 

Ned Alvord around for first time 
without wing collar. 

Eddie Klein figuring on a black 
and tan nite spot this fall. 

Two local nite clubs, Club Alabam 
and Silver Slipper, padlocked. 

Pittsburgh agrees with L. B. Cool. 
He’s put on 19 pounds here. 

Pope’s, two sisters and brother, 
now operate trio of roadhouses here. 

Ray Sprigle, city ed ‘Post- 
Gazette,’ wins Justice of Peace elec- 
tion. 

Helen Solomon, WWSW stylist, 
to the Big Town to look over 
fashions. 

30b Alton has reopened free Sat- 
urday dancing school at Enright for 
children. 

Ralph Reichold, ‘Press’ cartoonist, 
taking clarinet lessons and neigh- 
bors moving. , 

Charlie Meuter’s pedigreed wolf- 
hound anticipating a flock of those 
Winchell things. ; 

Common Pleas Judge Stadfeld, 
uncle of Irving Pichel, the cinema- 
actor, re-elected. 

The big doorman at the Penn 
looks just like Emil Jannings in 
‘The Last Lauzgh.’ 

All of the political experts for the 
local dailies went haywire on their 
predictions this yr. 

G. F. Flagg, asst. mgr. William 
Penn hotel, just named mgr. of 
snooty Duaquesne Club, 

Musicians’ strike will probably 
hold up the Bernie Armstrong- 
Dorothy Bushey nuptials, 

One of the local beer gardens go- 
ing in for hostesses this winter. 
Gotta be moral, the proprietor in- 
sists. 

Mike Cullen had a frigidaire in- 
stalled in Polly Moran’s dressing- 
room when the musicians’ strike 
spoiled things. 

Arrested 1,500 times and admits 
it, Tom Henry has been suggested 
for first local celebrity to get in 
Childs’ ‘Halil of Fame.’ 

Dave Rubinoff’s ma happy he 
doesn’t have to work on Yom Kip- 


pur, although loss of Stanley en- 
gagement costing him plenty. 
Although everybody knew they 


were going to do it, Christy Wilbert, 
the p. a, and Ruth Miller, 
dancer, called it an elopement any- 





Way. 


frau. 

Ethel Clouds, back to bed, slight 
set-back. 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac. 

Tourist leaving, natives glad, no 
eash. floating this season. 

Bobby Hatz left the infirmary de< 
partment, big up patient now. 

Toni Temple, left the infirmary 
department—up on HNmited exercise, 
Jack Markus and J. R. Forshee, 
N. ¥. C., shot in to look over the 
san, 

The mother of Dorothy Harvard 
is here for a week-end, and is she 


happy? 
Jimmy Giltrap here spreading 
cheer. His wife fighting off a little 


setback, 

Alice Carman, getting so fat she 
new refers to Kate Smith as ‘that 
little gal.’ 

James Williams, up for one meal 
and down town talkers. Did it all 
in six weeks. 

Cnas, J. Quinn, who was nearly 
ready for the final okay X-ray, is in 
bed with a set back, 

George Vogelle motored in to say 
hello to friend wife who is staging @ 
wonderful comeback. 


Alma Montague progressing fine 
with pneumo-thorax. Little 118- 
pound soubret now tipping 146. 

Mrs. Danny Murphy popped in 
from the big street, visiting her 
Dutch comique husband, Danny. 

Bert Ford at his best, back to 


normal, a comeback in P.D.Q. style, 
will soon be doing that wire act, 
John Dempsey has improved so9 
much in one month he is now on ex- 
ercise and allowed to play rummy. 
Things are so tough in Chicago 
that Fred Bachman received a holi- 
day telegram collect. Fred is stag- 
ing a great comeback. 


Moving pictures were shown at 
the Lodge by DeWitt Rosenheim, 
shots from all parts of the world 


and very entertaining. 

One month of curing took Jimmy 
Cannon out of the infirmary de< 
partment, now an up patient with 
limited exercise, great comeback, 

Joseph Vaughy, 1433 Olive street, 
Denver, Colo., has finally licked it, 
ready for work. He declares that 
mental attitude is 75% of the cure, 

Dorothy Wilson, a new arrival a 
the Lodge, incipient case. A fe 
months will do the trick. Former 
of the Wellington Cross vaudevil 
act. 

Francis and Milford, holidayed it 
here, telling their daughter, Phylis 
Milford how good she looked. The 
young lady is showing a 75% im-« 
provement. 

Should you come to Saranac to 
visit, here is some inside dope for 
you. The Alpine Hotel extends a 
special rate to N.V.A, visitors, Sul- 
livans’ Smoke Shop is the official 
bureau Of information with Andrew 
Molony in charge. The Adirondack 
National Bank and Trust Co. ex< 
tends courtesy to all visiting show 
folks. Don’t be afraid to visit your 
loved one; your health is safer herg 
than it is in the subway. 

Monthly exam. by Dr. 
Wilson nets the following: Ben 
Shaffer, stay in bed, Bert Ford, 
added exercise. Fred Rith, perfect 
comeback. Danny Murphy, improve< 
ment. Fred Buck, exercise.- Law< 
rence McCarthy will get up. Ford 
Raymond coming back. Dick Kuni 
up soon. Fred Bachman, great 
comeback. Dick Moore, great re<- 
port. Bobby Hatz, all up. Harry 
Namba, remain in bed. Alma Mon- 
tague, wonderful comeback. Ida 
Howard, okay. Nellie Queally, much 
improved, Allie Bagley, exercise 
and okay. Kitty Flynn, more exer- 
cise. Annamae Powers, in bed, but 
an improvement, Bessie Purdy, 
added exercise. Edith Cohen, good 
report. Mae Delany, showing up 
great. Martha Crowald, abed with 
weight gaining. 


Georga 





Newark 


By C. R. Austin 


Bennie Leonard’s comeback all< 
round frost. 

The Mosque reopened with a Holx 
lywood splash—pictures of celebri< 
ties ’'n everything. 

Since the successful start of thd 
Paramount - Newark Adam A. 
Adams looks like the cat with 
the canary. 

Broadway Players open at the 
Montclair, Montclair, Oct. 5, Man« 
ager A. H. Halle, Leading woman 
Helen Wallace. 

Branford is going strong for pre« 
views of the succeeding feature each 
Thursday night. Extra revival Mon«< 


days, but no good. 
Paradise Dance Hall, dull rex 
cently, is coming to life as the 


Country Club with Joe Dale and his 
Chesterfield Dandies, 

Loew’s evidently bowed out of 
the negotiations for the Eliwoog 
and house is opening independently, 
Daniel J. Shepherd manager. 

Larry Shaed’s favorite dissipatio 
is cooking—not the dilettant 
snacks, but full-course dinners for 
plenty of guests. What a man! 

Enthusiasm over the Newark 








the | to see a game. 


Bears with 1,500 going to Baltimor 
Al Mamaux pulle 
a McGinnity last week by pitching 
two winning games, 
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Hollywood 


Jim McGinnis looking for ideas. 


Jobyna Ralston up and around 
after flu siege. 

Siiney Fox taking it 
Santa Barbara. 

Jessie Le Seur recovering from 
double pneumonia. 

Tubby Garron got 
and still less respect. 

50-cent legit matinees for ‘Prece- 





easy at 


another raise 


dent’ at the Music DGBox. 
Harriett Parsons off the job at 
Roach's with an infected tooth. 
Arthur Kay replaces Cecil Ste- 
Wart as musical director of ‘Girl 
Crazy.’ 


Howard Emmett Rogers added to 
Fox payroll on a one-picture writ- 
ing assignment. 

Edgar Allan Woolf always wears 
a white vest when being photo- 
graphed with a mob. 

Ben Hershfield, agent, with Rita 
La Roy, film actress, have filed 
their intention to marry. 

Newly formed Hollywood Mer- 
chants’ Association is out to lower 
rent for boulevard frontage. 

Columbia’s press representative 
sent a story to the paper headed 
‘Columbia Featured in Fiesta.’ 

Dinky Reisner (12), Chuck’s son, 
is taking a year's siesta from 
school because of hip illness. 

Few knew John McCormick was 
in town untii popping up unostenta- 
tiously at the ‘Devotion’ opening. 

George Marshall just received a 
cigaret case from Bobby Jones, In- 
scription: ‘From actor to director.’ 

Jimmy Savo calls his wife ‘Grape- 


fruit,, because every time he 
squeezes her she hits him in the 
eye. 


Grover Jones still talking about 
the days when he worked in a coal 
mine, but admits he likes writing 
more. 

George Bancroft went for one of 
those new 16 cylinder jobs. Ditto 
Laura La Plante and ditto ZaSu 
Pitts. 

Jack E. Lewis (Cy Perkins) is 
now associated with the Sequoia 
hotel, Fresno, catering to prof. pat- 
ronage. 

David Epstein, in the Cedars of 

banon hospital for minor mas- 
toid operation on one ear, still in 
serious condition. 

Only photo in Irving Thalberg’s 
office is of Nora Shearer, who in- 
scribes it ‘sweetheart’ and signs it 
‘from his missus’. 

Jimmie Durante will meet the 
press with a formal introduction at 
an M-G-M studio preview of ‘Wall- 
ingford’ (Haines). 

Though Lily Damita spent her 
vacation in Paris, she stopped off in 
New York to buy her clothes before 
coming to Hollywood. 

Ben Piazza got Paul Armstrong, 
Jr., 17, an apprenticeship berth with 
M-G-M. The late playwright’s boy 
is house-guest with the Piazzas, 

Constance Bennett won't speak 
over the air at those Hollywood 
premieres. She’s the only player 
who'll admit she has nothing to say. 

Al Cohn sez one way of becom- 
ing best-seller author is to give 
away enough autographed books to 
friends. Al’s ‘Gun Notches’ just 
out by Stokes. 

Doug Fairbanks, jr., guiding Clif- 
ton Webb around, handling the 
latter’s portable camera to shoot 
intimate scenes in the commissaries 
on the lot, etc. 

That Piazza-Bernard rhumba 
gine is beginning to cost money. 
@ombo had to get into a huddle over 
a $2 assessment charge, but paid 
off to hold the property. 

Louis Sarecky, Radio a.p., left 
for Mexico City for confabs with 
the secretary of state. He will fix 
up locations below the line for 
‘Marcheta’ and ‘The Dove.’ : 

The Pat Rooneys were house 
guests of Edgar Allen Woolf during 
their week at the RKO. Woolf's 
dog jumped at Marion Bent and 
tore apart a frazile diamond ring. 

Fox studio threw a spread for 
the foreign department to celebrate 
the department's first year of pro- 
duction. Everybody from execs 
and actors to grips invited. Harry 
Fox m.c. 

New economy wave at Universal 
restricts the use of telephones to 
studio communication. Only phones 
marked wéth a silver star can be 
used for outside messages, Writers 
department is 100% without stars. 

Tom Mix picked up a new Dues- 
enberg during his local week with 
Sells-Floto. Closes with the circus 
Oct. 11 and then commences his 
Universal series. First ‘Destry’ 
then ‘Christmas Eve at Pilot Butte.’ 

Ad lio by Francis Dee, one of 
Par’s two Wampas Baby Stars, at 
fhe Coliseum for the Fiesta’s M.P. 
nite last Friday, was: ‘While it’s 
not a Paramount picture, this cer- 
tainly looks like the best show in 
town.’ 

High school boys are on the 
sucker lists of realty promotion 
sharps who offer lots at ridiculously 





disks from all European countries 
and has developed a fan following 
for them, 

Lina Basquette and a couple of 
Does are sued for $2,000 damages 
as the owners of a couple of Ger- 
man police dogs named Chief and 
Alice. The father of 5-year-old 
Stephanie Veselich charges’ the 
dogs attacked his child and bit her 
severely. 

Marilyn Knowlden, five-year-old 
Oakland girl, brought to Holllywood 
by her parents last spring, has her 


fitth part in six months, playing 
with Dickie Moore in ‘Husband's 
Holiday,’ Paramount... Her. only 


agent is her father. He’s an attor- 
ney, but he hasn't had time for it 
in six months. 





Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 





Eva Fay, killed in auto accident, 
made Syracuse her home for years. 
Mrs. Harry Shaw joined her hus- 
band here, indicating latter's State 
assignment is permanent. 

Tom Phillips, once lessee of the 
old Savoy, may return as stock bur- 
lesque impresario via the Syracuse 
theatre. 

Col. Walter D. McDowell, manag- 
ing director of United Artists at 
Louisville, visiting. For years man- 
ager of Strand here. 

Charles Freeman, assistant man- 
ager, Keith's, transferred to the Pal- 
ace, Rochester. He is replaced here 
by his brother, David. 

Ed Rosenbaum, former Shubert 
manager of old Wieting, company 
manager for Judith Anderson in “As 
You Desire Me,” which opened in 
Rochester Monday. 

Lawrence J. Frisbie, also known 
as Harry Bell, advance man for 
Charles E. Bennett, blind radio 
singer, arrested. Accused of taking 
Bennett’s auto and $150 in cash. 
Tad Jones arrived, limping and 
ruefully admitting he’s not as young 
as he once was. Football authority 
confessed he was injured in a box- 
ing bout with his 18-year-old son, 
Bud. 

Cafe Dewitt, Julian S. Brown's 
night club, finding the city cool to 
cover charges, has eliminated the 
tariff from 6 to 9, and cut it from 
$2.50 to $1. Only one floor show 
nightly. 

Harold Arlen, composer, in Syra- 
cuse for Jewish holidays as guest 
of his father, Cantor Samuel Arluck 
of Temple Adath Jeshurun. Arlen 
conducting Monday night as guest 
artist at Loew’s. 

Former Supreme Court Justice 
Irving R. Devendorf of Herkimer, 
who presided at the Chester Gillette 
murder trial, attended screening of 
“An American Tragedy.” Revealed 
that while he had Dreiser’s volumes 
in his library, had never read au- 
thor’s treatment of the celebrated 
murder case. 


Lexington, Ky. 


By Charies G. Dickerson 





Wright Players leave. 
Harness horse racing for eight 
days. 

Talk of vaude persists, 
vaude. 

Three thousand, two hundred col- 
lege boys and girls back. 

Town going arty this fall. Galli 
Curci and others booked. 

Running races out this fall. Track 
managers leary of mutuel play. 

Old Opera House going strong 
with 10-cent admission. Pictures. 

Still a good circus town. Hagen- 
beck-Wallace packed ’em at night. 
Matinee fair. 

Dance halls practically at stand- 
still but return of collegiates may 
spur business. 

Only one bank closed this year 
out of nine in city. It has re- 
opened and nobody loses a red. 

Bill Starkweather, Centre College 
football player, earned $200 making 
a parachute leap, and thus pro- 
vided himself with coin to enter 


school, 
Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


but no 








Jules Buffano in town indef. 

Harry Davis here ahead of Billie 
3urke, =e 

Moore reopens 27th with Chara 
Kimbal Young guesting star. 

Howard Miller essays new role 
of director at Moore theatre. 

B. N. Hutchinson back from S. F., 
where he signed guest stars for 


Moore. 
tichard Hays, drama ed on 
Times, back after summer of hos- 


pitals and operations. 

Edward jJ..Fisher casting for 
stock in Playhouse, Victoria, B. C., 
wher2> pixes being yanked. 

Vaude bill goes to Harrison Hot 
Springs, Lb. C., the western spa, for 
annual banquet and hi jinks of 





low prices areund $50 which al- 
legedly includes deed, notary and 
other fees. Supposedly an adver- 
tising proposition. 

Demand for foreign phonograph 
recordings has led to William Han- 
sen, radio and phonograph dealer 
catering to the picture’ colony, 

irting a record importing busi- 
Ness that is rivaling his other in- 
terests in volume Iiansen carries 
& complete line of pop and classic 


American Can Co. Keighley & Ros- 


CHATTER 


New Orleans 


By O. M. Samuel 





Organists panicky. 

St. Charles readied. 

Tulane opens in November. 

Nan Blackstone at Club Forest. 
George Olsen hopped into local 
popularity. 

Ben Hanley has opened his dra- 
matic school, 

Lionel Keene gone to Houston. 
Union troubles. 

Bertha Worms going to ‘Sardinia,’ 
or rather, New York. 

Saenger may slice its orchestra 
again. Only 20 men now. 

James Lynch at Royal Worth, 
Palm Beach, this winter. 

With everything going down, Or- 
pheum booked in ‘Fifty Fathoms 
Deep.’ 

Georgia looks like the southern 
football champs as they line up at 
the barrier. 

De Wolfe, Orph. mgr., in new 
apartment. Has two cute kiddies 
and a charming wife. 

Billposting becoming a lost ‘art.’ 
Little ‘paper’ around. 23-sheets 
were always a ‘showmanizing’ in- 
fluence. 

And there’s nothing more com- 
mon right now than common stock. 


Stock may be down, but—what’s 
the use? 

Too many fighteries around. 
Coupla melees every night. And 


what resin-duster. 
dancers. 

Night clubs have been warned to 
keep likker off tables and floors. 
Water served must bear the cus- 
tomary warning. Hip flasks oke. 
30ys are complying. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 


Must are tap 








Bill Coury and his roadster. 
Dead House Lane reincarnated. 
Bill Hinds to Atlanta for the A. P. 
Jennie McClellan back at WAPI. 
Still talk about that new stock 
company. 

Smitty Gilbert says no football for 
him this year. 
Marathon’ bowling. 
hours is record. 
Moving season here and try to get 
gas service changed. 

Pearl McKinney has roped one of 
those Eugenie hats. 

Sells-Floto for Mississippi State 
Fair at Jackson, Oct. 10. 

RKO football team out to prac- 
tice and in this hot weather. 
Sparks Circus dated for Mont- 
gomery, Sept. 26. May close there. 
Jack Linx again giving Sunday 
concerts at the Thomas Jefferson. 
Bill Thacker, wedding ring, 
preacher, license and girl. Married. 
Ben Sims almost ran off with 
Robbins Brothers circus as press 
agent. 

Coleman Hudson back from the 
Carolinas. Didn't see a single long, 
long trail. 

Thomas Jefferson celebrated sec- 
ond anniversary with a dance on 
Terrace Garden, 

‘The Independent’ ceased publica- 
tion all of a _ sudden. Backers 
walked. Paper started on shoestring. 

WAPI will not be leased. To con- 
tinue as state-owned but will seek 
to be self supporting. That means 
improved programs instead of non- 
pros. 

All attendance records for minor 
league baseball broken at first game 
of series between Birmingham and 
Houston. Total of 20,074 paid $27,- 
701.50. Greatest showman in mod- 
ern baseball is Dazzy Dean of 


Houston. 
Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


Forty-nine 





Davidson's first legit show, ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ Sept. 27. 

Ben Bard, Milwaukeean, 
for Fox Wisconsin, : 

Southsiders want new union depot 
on their side of town. 

Gilda Gray’s mother, who died in 
Cleveland, buried here. 

WTMJ, Milwaukee Journal sta- 
tion, all set for television. 

Chicago Symphony orchestra 
scheduled for 10 concerts at Pabst. 

Howard Herzog, advertising man- 
ager for Fox, answers to the name 
of Buck. 

Gayety discontinued continuous 
burlesque and pictures for two-a- 
day shows. Stock. 

Herbert Israel, publicity man for 
L. K. Brin, marries Erma Il. Maser. 
Honeymooning in New York. 

Lil Dagover, recently here visiting 
German friends, thinks America 
awfuily speedy. Looked tired. 

Hedwig Beringer, former favor- 
ite with Pabst German stock com- 
pany, celebrated 89th birthday. 

abst corporation has bought ad- 
ditional elevator space to. store 
grain on gamble beer will soon be 
back. 

Carla Torney back from Holly- 


booked 





|cee booking 


wood, where she put on Fanchon 


and Marco units in association with 
Leonidoff. R 

Margie Howard, appearing at Fox 
Wisconsin, won prize for driving 
most nails into inflated tire at open- 
ing of city’s biggest service station. 





New England 


What Mackinnon needs is a man- 
ager. 


WTAG means Worcester 
gram’ and ‘Gazette.’ 


Cameo, Hartford, is adding stage 
acts to film programs, 


Many reports that general biz is 
picking up, but few believe it. 


Lack of films to draw kids is put- 
ting a dent in juvenile attendance, 

Theo Phane of the Follies is 
Stella Fortier of Somerville, Mass. 

Plenty of help-wanted advs for 
non-union musicians for dance or- 
chestras. 

Robert Tinkham back home in 
New Bedford after advancing for 
Ringling circus. 

New Hampshire Hotel Men's as- 
sociation on record favoring dry- 
law modification. 

Charles Rann Kennedy and his 
wife, Edith Wynne, resting at New- 
agen, Me., this month. 

Wine brick given free with $10 
worth of purchases in Hyannis, 
Mass., dry goods store. 

Robert P. Butler, dramatic critic 
of the Hartford ‘Times,’ is an at- 
torney and works at it, too. 

Arlington, Mass., clergymen op- 
posing Sunday film shows as prelim 
to public hearing on question. 

Mary Penfold of Somerville, Mass., 
several times a beauty contest win- 
ner in N. E., signed by Paramount. 

George Fawcett buys a summer 


‘Tele- 


home on Nantucket Island, Mass., 
where he’s summered for many 
years, 

Twenty-five years ago in Wor- 


cester Nance O'Neil was at Frank- 
lin Square theatre in ‘Elizabeth,’ a 
tragedy. 

Donald Mendelson back home in 
New Bedford after spending the 
summer in Santa Monica, Cal., with 
his uncle, Charles R. Rogers. 

Playhouse, costing $50,000, will be 
built on the Boston Post road at Old 
Lyme, Conn., for year-round use of 
pro and semi-pro stock companies. 

Antoinette Vigeant of the Capitol, 
New Bedford, is gonna be bride of 
Armand O. LeBlanc of Westbrook, 
Me., Oct. 12. Audience with Hoover 
arranged for honeymoon feature. 

No depression in the corkscrew 
biz. More than 30,000,000 will be 
made this year at Alton, N. H., fac- 
tory operated by woman. It pro- 
duces about 90 percent of the 
world’s supply. 


Portland, Ore. 


First night football game sched- 
uled, 

Two ex-Publix p. a.’s, Jack Gault 
and Carl Werner, gone into the p. a. 
biz as a commercial racket. 

Concord grapes 3 cents a pound 
and the market quiet. Seems like 
the beer making racket has sent 
amateur wine blending into a slump. 

Arno Marsh lines up merchants 
for radio show and plugs the radio 
hour with free band concerts. Try- 
ing to get a permit for weekly pa- 
rade down town. 

Ted Gamble would book Mahatma 
Gandhi for a Saturday midnight 
with or without the loin cloth. Gam- 
ble has his opposish scratching 
whiskers over his latest wrinkle of 
booking rival read shows into the 
Orpheum for the one midnight 
show. It’s working. 

Local cops got the biggest laugh 
of the month by pinching one of 
their own stool pigeons and giving 
him 10 years. Stool horned in on a 
bank robbery and never squawked 
till they had him down for the long 
stretch. Now they're trying to get 
him out. It’s a comedy Keystone 
didn't stage. 


Salt Lake 


By Philip G. Lasky 











‘ Orpheum (Publix) opened in Og- 
en. 


John McCormick booked at Mor- 
mon Tabernacle October 2. 

Lil Dagover, German actress, 
stopped over on way to Holly. 

Fred Hamlin, Publix publicity, 
qualifies for first flight in City golf 
meet. 

William Henry Wattis, president 
of Six Companies, Inc., building 
Boulder Dam, died. 

Harry David, Publix’s division 
manager, third at local country 
club. Putting helped. 

Ralph Cloninger, ex-stock fa- 
vorite, opened in own stock in old 
Hippodrome Saturday (19). 

Waldemar’ Roth, RK-Orpheum 
usher, featured on stage by Man- 
ager Golub in violin specialties, 





signed two year contract with 
Larry Rich's band, 


° a 
t= Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Izzy Taylor has give 
ote y Siven up his tome 

Bob Perry and Taps 
Wille’s. 

Opening show for Ohi 
changed, . 

They're thinking about ‘ 
Winton hotel. a 

Bill Blair poisoned finger handling 
money at air races. 

Good pictures boosting biz for all 
downtown theatres. } 

Theatre Workshop trying to work 
up subscription list. 

Little Opera theatre ig ne j 
of local Opera Guild. w 

Gene and Glenn staging par 
their 500th broadcast. stmt <o. 

Doc Elliott of Hipp now eata, 
sleeps and talks football. 

Ed Hoag campaigning for presi- 
dency of musicians’ union. 

WHK to give its announcers uni- 
forms for some reason or other. 

Howard Inches back from New 
York with tales of his success in the 
big town. 

Ed Jacobs doesn’t talk about hig 
real estate investments in Columbus 
any more. 

Helen Howlett, WHK’s manager 
plays ‘Maw’ on station's ‘Seth Par- 
ker’ program. 

Frank Miller, orchestra 
becoming a detective via 
spondence school. 

Rumors of a new stock burlesque 
house, aithough the Columbia 
flopped with Mutuals 

Vincent Lopez this week dedicateg 
E. J. Sindelar's new Greystone ball- 
room with one night. 

Bill McDermott, ‘Plain Dealer’ 
critic, burned his confreres by 
scooping them three times in week. 

Don Rennels new city ed of 
‘News.’ Formerly husband of Mary 
Rennels, New York columnist, who 
got married again. 

George Davis, ‘Press’ critic, isn’t 
discovering any more Ohio rivers 
these days. He must have bought 
that geography book. 

Johnny 3urke  blistered here 
‘cause he only got steamer chair 
for dressing room, while Al White 
chiseled a chaise longe. 

Now they're whispering it'll be a 
couple other firms instead of Para- 
mount that will build new theatre 
on site of old Higbee store. 


Miller at 


leader, 
corre- 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Cool again. 

Terrace cafe, night club, offering 
gigolo service. 

RKO Orpheum N. V. A. room 
turned into broadcasting studio. 

Billie Jones and Ernie Hare head- 
liners at Northwest Radio show on 
Sept. 28. 

This year’s State Fair attendance 
totaled 381,954, compared with 460,- 
000 last year. 

Sellout indicated for Minnesota- 
Wisconsin football game. Means 
58.000 at $2.50. 

Ruth Lee, localite and _ second 
woman with Bainbridge last season, 
in Hollywood. 

Legit road season opens at Met- 
ropolitan Oct. 5 with Ethel Barry- 
more for three nights. 

M. E. Montgomery, local Pathe 
exchange manager, seriously ill in 
St. Andrew’s hospital. 

Local sheets using Mark Hellin- 
ger, Walter Winchell and O. O. Mc- 
Intyre syndicated columns. 

Al Anderson, manager of Para- 
mount, Sioux Falls, S. D., secretly 
married for past two months. 

Trial of W. B. Foshay, indicted 
public utility magnate and frenzied 
financier, big local attraction. 

Grand jury charges gambling and 
liquor selling near public schools, 
with pupils in customers’ roles. 
Carl Johnson, featured orchestra 
director at RKO Orpheum, becomes 
benedict. Took day and night off. 

Sid Beath didn’t go to depot to 
meet Ringlings’ circus to hold re- 
union with elephant. Went to greet 
Aerial Clarks. 

Federal dry agents nabbed 16 men 
and eight women in surprise raids 
on beer ilats missed by Joe Laurie, 
Jr., on recent visit. , 

Mildred Billert, one-time ‘Follies 
dancer and later ingenue with 
Bainbridge stock, forsakes vaude- 
ville to teach dancing. 

Don Chambers, divisional adv di- 
rector for Publix, tells Advertising 
club newspapers are best advertis- 
ing medium for theatres. t 

E. C. Bostick, former manager 0 
Pantages here and RKO, Seattle 
has opened booking office for radio 
artists for personal appearances. 

Harold Kaplan and Lou Breese, 
Minnesota manager and m.c., a 
spectively, ex-high school foottee 
stars, participate in scrimmage wit 
local high school team, get pictures 
in papers. 

Publix accounting department be- 
ing moved from local executive of- 
fices to New York in interests "7 
centralization and economy. 
but five of 16 department's employes 
out. All had chance to go to New 
York, but none accepted. : 

Metropolitan soliciting subscriP- 
tions for five Theatre Guild attrac 


toisn to start December. Engas™. 
ments for three nights only, inste’e 
of full week. Remaining ph 
nights go to St. Paul. Top %-” 





nights and $1.50 matinees. 
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Fooling the Customs 

Experience with the customs inspectors that the Clarence Mackays 
met with as the ‘Leviathan’ docked last week, is not strange of late. It 
appears to be the result of a new scheme being worked abroad and 
about which the customs men, if they knew, or susnected, said nothing 

That scheme seems to be for perhaps professional smugglers, if there 
are such, to make purchases in Europe in the names of Americans about 
to sail for home. In Europe with tradespeople or others receiving 50% 
of any fine collected for smuggled goods they may have informed about, 
attention is diverted from the pro smugglers, who use others’ names, to 
the innocent travelers who may have bought nothing at all or declared 
all that they did buy, as with the Mackays. 

Through the diligence with which the customs men in New York went 
through the Mackay baggage, asking questions of both of the Mackays, 
it seemed evident they had been specifically informed concerning some 
piece of jewelry or material the Mackays were supposed to have bought 
abroad and did not declare. 

The same thing occurred recently to Mr. and Mrs. Jeff McCarthy who 
returned on the prior trip of the same boat, ‘Leviathan.’ McCarthy 
learned he had been suspected of smuggling in a diamond bracelet. They 
were also held on the dock around three hours as were the Mackays. 
McCarthy did not buy a piece of jewelry abroad. He had gone over for 
his health, not pleasure. Jeff said that when first married years ago 
he bought Sadie a bit of jewelry as a present. The next day she lost it. 
That has been Jeff's alibi for years for sidestepping gems for Mrs. 
McCarthy. 





Routes for Subway Handouts 


A subway circuit, in the literal underground sense of the phrase, exists. 
Joe Lee, RKO Brooklyn division theatre head, made the discovery when 
his offer of a $10 bill to an apparently unemployed push-boxer was 
rejected. The lad made more than that working the express trains 
from Times Square to 14th street, he told Joe. 

Inquiring further of the entertainer Joe found that subways all under 
the city are routed the same as the theatres above. 

Harmonica players, dancers and singers are crowding out the blind 
folk in unemployment era busking. Many of them, according to this 
one who has worked as a street ballyhooer in Brooklyn for Lee several 
times in the last year, are making more money than when they held 
so-called white collar jobs, 





Aimee Celebrated With Pop Songs 


That marriage of Aimee Semple McPherson to the Hutton chap was 
celebrated at Angelus Temple in Los Angeles with the Temple brass 
band. Songs played by the horn tooters included “How Could I Help 
but Love Him,’ ‘Sweeter as the Days Go By’ and ‘Ninety-nine Out of a 
Hundred Want to Be Loved.’ 

Hutton, the 32-year-old groom, tried song writing some time back. He 
wrote ‘My Faith in You.’ It was withdrawn by Gene Johnstone, his pub- 
lisher, after injunction threats from Walter Donaldson on infringement 
charges. Johnstone later published the song regardless. 

At the marriage celebration Aimee took a rap at Ma McPherson by 
stating to the gathered congregation she has been without relatives, 
mother or father, for a long time. Aimee and husband are taking a va- 
cation next month to put the Bible to music for a Xmas celebration. 





Horses in a hotel dining room were hailed as a real novelty at the 
Widener dinner at the Biltmore, but the idea dates back some 30 years 
to about the time Harry Lehr gave his famous monkey dinner. To top 
that another affair was staged at the old Sherry’s, known as a hunt 
dinner, in which the guests were in pink coats and were served while 
on horseback, 

Shortly after that Knoedler, who used to have an art gallery and sales- 
room on 5th ave., gave a birthday dinner at which the entertainment 
was a one-ring circus held in a tent erected in the ballroom, the grand 
chandelier serving as the center pole. There were two riding acts and a 
troupe of trained ponies, all of the nags going up to the top floor in 
the freight elevator. The ponies spent the night in the service kitchen. 


Os 





Assortment of Wine Bricks 


All kinds of wine bricks have hit New York and any number of empty 
storerooms have been rented and cpened as wine brick shops. And they 
all have different names yet sell for either $2.50 or $2 a brick. 

Many of them are said to be synthetic in manufacture, comprising 
concentrated chemical substances. 

The bricks have some sort of a mixture of grape concentrates chem- 
icalized to an alcoholic process. 

In Times Square a number of offices have been opened for the dis- 
tribution of wine bricks. They are not the same as first released in 
this section by the company with which Mrs. Mabel Wildebrandt was 
connected. She was formerly in the attorney general's office in Wash- 
ington, 





How Big Biz Does It 


Times Square station of the B. M. T. is rapidly developing into an 
emporium. In addition to the newsstand with juice and candies there 
recently has been installed a bootblack stand and an automatic check 
room. Shoeshine parlor cuts out several of the benches which were 
favored by the unemployed. Payment is made to a cash collector not 
unlike those used on the street cars, the blackers not being permitted 
to handle the coins. The checking section is a series of lockers, each 
large enough to hold a good sized handbag. Insertion of a coin permits 
the patron to store his effects and lock the section, the key serving as 
his check. If he is not back within 24 hours, the stuff is collected and 
held for an additional overtime payment, 





Dipsy Week-End Drinking 

Stewards on the week-end liners are not tossing the grosses around, 
but they figure that the average 3-day trip will yield from $15 to $20 a 
«head on the bar receipts with drinks on a two-bit schedule. It seems to 
be a pretty consistent average, and yet the drinking on most boats has 
been persistent rather than heavy and instances of offensive drunken- 
ness have been comparatively rare. 

The larger boats open from 6 to 10 bars and one of these is generally 
located away from the sleeping quarters; in the cargo or storage sec- 
tions, where service is continuous from the time the ship crosses the 
12-mile mark until it comes back into prohibition waters, 





Barney Gallant As Job Holder 

Barney Gallant is going to be his own master of ceremonies in his 
Village night place. 

Barney, so faithful to the Village that he won't move uptown, also is 
loyal to Walter O'Keefe who has been m.c. at the Gallant spot for years. 
O'Keefe is going on tour with the ‘Third Little Show.’ Before departure 
he will write Barney’s introductory m.c. floor speech. 

Gallant says he will hold the job open for Walter and adds his step- 
Ping in is not because of the depression, : 





TOO MANY B. F’S SAYS 
PRIORE OF. HOSTESS 


Lucille Priore, former show girl 
and now a hostess at the Arcadia 
Ballroom, 53d street and Broadway, 
narrated in West Side Court to 
Magistrate Anthony Burke how her 





husband, Daniel, twisted her arm 
and attempted to choke her outside 
of her home at 169 West 74th street 
Mrs. Priore is living apart from 
her husband, who is a cabinet man- 
A son, Daniel, Jr., is in 
her custody. Her husband told the 
his wife had kidnaped the 
child from his mother in Sunny- 
side, Queens, 


Priore denied stoutly that he mis- 
treated his wife. He stated that 
she was in the habit of returning 
home from the Arcadia with a boy 
friend. He added that his only in- 
tention was to learn the where- 
abouts of his son. 

He declared that he sought this 
information from his wife, but she 
refused to inform him. ‘Judge, 1 
was tired of seeing my wife come 
home with boy friends. I love m 
boy and I begged my wife to tel 
me where he was. She laughed at 
me,’ said the father. 

Mrs. Priore told the court she 
came to the street to see who was 
in the auto with her husband. The 
court said Mrs. Priore obviously 
sought trouble and discharged her 
husband. 


Priore stated he intended to sue 
out a writ of habeas corpus to se- 
cure the custody of his son. He 
gave his address at 424 East 110th 
street. His age is 36. His wife is 
younger. 


Charity Gyp Jailed 


Joseph H. Miller, 30, of 229 West 
19th street, who worked Broadway 
for months on fake charity racket, 
was sentenced to the Peniteniary 
for a term up to three years by the 
Justices of Special Sessions. 


He pleaded guilty to using the 
name of the American Rescue 
Workers’, Inc., on circular letters he 
sent to many theatrical and busi- 
ness men seeking contributions for 
a supposed fresh air camp for chil- 
dren. 


One of the comeons Miller used 
in his racket was to announce a 
forthcoming benefit performance to 
be held at a Broadway theatre, with 
Broadway stars donating their ser- 
vices. He worked from an office at 
17 East 42nd street. He had no 
connection with the American Res- 
cue Workers, Inc., an organization 
similar to the Salvation Army. 


RKO’s Fall Tourney 


Booking office ghost will have the 
floor to himself Thursday and Fri- 
day this week while RKO’s second 


golf tournament of the summer is 
being played at the Westchester 
club. Around 70 members of the 
RKO vaudeville, theatre and pic- 
ture departments will participate at 
$15 each, 

James Turner, Charlie Yates, 
Charlie Freeman, Bill McCaffery 
and Roy Webb are the favorites in 
the betting. 

Harvey Watkins is doing the col- 
lecting, as usual. 


ufacturer. 
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Woman’s Screams Help 
Capture Hotel Invader 


Pearl Tupper, who said she was 
a film actress, helped capture an 
alleged intruder after a _ chase 
around her penthouse at the Hotel 


America, Defendant, Paul Miller, 
25, occupied a room adjacent to his 
captor’s. He was held in bail for 
the Grand Jury by Magistrate An- 
thony Burke, 


Miss Tupper stated she was 
awakened by someone in her room 
and that the intruder was Miller. 
Declaring that Miller ran to the fire 
escape, Miss Tupper, who was in 
her bare feet, went after him. Her 
cries brought other hotel guests to 
the chase. Her handbag, which she 
said contained $43, was _ found 
empty. Miller was identified by 
the actress as the intruder. A bell 
hop also identified him, 





! 








The Dumbest Dame 





A contestant for the rating 
of the dumbest dame on Broad- 
Way cropped up at a chat in 
another girl’s apartment. 

The visitor talked about her 
boy friend and how he would 
like to hay» her educated. She 
hinted college would be the 
place and asked which one, re- 
plied: ‘Alma Mater.’ 











Pauline Lord Will Not 
Defend Husband’s Suit 
For Divorce in Reno 





teno, Sept. 21. 

A rift in the marital happiness of 
Pauline Lord and O. B. Winters, her 
husband, has widened into a chasm. 
Winters is now residing in Reno. 
He’s been here 10 days and fs quite 
acclimated, despite recently strick- 
en with a case of blood poisoning 
and not fully recovered. 

Arthur Driscoll, New York attor- 
ney, of O’Brien, Malevinsky and 
Driscoll, is handling the legal end 
of the entanglement.for Miss Lord. 
He says that if Winters files a suit 
here that his client will put in no 
appearance. 

A default divorce decree granted 
in Reno is about as valuable in New 
York as a system to beat the gam- 
bling games is worth in Reno. Win- 
ters probably wants a decree that 
will stick.’ His wife’s attorney de- 
clares that there was no need to 
shift the battle scene to Reno as 
New York is the place to fight it out 
if there is any legal action. Win- 
ters will not discuss the case nor 
the charges that he intnds to make 
in the divorce complaint when and 
if filed. 


SADDENING START FOR 
LEONARD (N COMEBACK 


Benny Leonard's first boxing ap- 
pearance in the ring since his re- 
tirement was something of a fliv 
over in Newark last week. Attend- 
ance was sparse. Doc Kearns, who 
had to step in to back the show, 
shelled out $600 to the prelim boys, 
Leonard getting nothing for his end 
although he was supposed to re- 
ceive $2,500. 

Leonard’s comeback debut has 
aroused some difference of opinion. 
That he disposed of three prelimi- 
nary fighters within one round each 
did not seem to impress. Insiders 
insist that money is the only rea- 
son for Benny’s return to the ring. 

The retired lightweight champ is 
slated to meet Paulie Walker, hard 
hitting welter, in the Garden in 
about a month. If he wins it would 
mean big money to Leonard. 
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CLOSE DECISION TO 
TERRY OVER FIELDS 


By Jack Pulaski 
Young Terry, the Trenton Buzz 
Saw, oncoming as a rugged rings. 
with some interruptions, 
opened the Garden's indoor boxing 





man, 


season last Thursday by meeting 


and getting the decision Over 
Jackie Fields, the Californian, who 
is on a comeback campaign, For a 
time Jackie was the welter champ, 


The award was not exactly popular 

: ” 
because it was too close and many 
thought Fields the actual winner 





It was an elimination match, the 
ultimate survivor to be the next 
possessor of Mickey Walker's aban. 
doned middleweight crown, 

Terry was introduced under hig 
right name, Sam Payne with the 
balance of his billing following. Be. 
fore the starting bell of each round 
he crossed himself for luck. Once 
he did it twice and Willard Keefe 
remarked the first sign was a prayer 
to stay that round, the other being 
that he wouldn't be knocked out. 

Fields was bothered by a bleed. 
ing left lamp which opened in the 
second round. In his corner were 
Doc Kearns and Teddy Hayes, ap- 
pearing that way for the first time 
since the building of the new 


(Continued on page 56) 


FILM PENNANT RESTS 
ON THIS WEEK’S GAME 


Semi-windup of the motion pic- 





ture baseball season last Saturday 
(19) found RKO splitting a double- 


header with Warner, and Erpi take 
ing Columbia into camp. It meang 
a triple tie possible on the results 
of this week’s game between RKO 
and Columbia. 

Erpi has played all its 14 games 
and the other two have played 13, 
If Columbia wins it will give this 
outfit the championship, with Erpl 
second and RKO third. 

Last week’s scores were Erpi 14, 
Columbia 3; RKO 7—5, Warner's 
5—6, splitting a double-header, 





Dempsey, Barnstorming, 
$7,500 in Salt Lake 


Salt Lake, Sept. 21. 


Jack Dempsey came home to Salt 
Lake City in an exhibition that 
packed McCullough’s Arena to the 
roof, when he worked out with four 
local lads and collected $7,500. 
Five grand was guaranteed by 
promoter Verne McCullough, and 
the balance figured in from agreed 
percentage. Dempsey came to the 
city for his brother Barner’s funeral. 
He plastered his four opponents 
around the ring at will and kayoed 
two of them. 

Approximate gate was $15,000, 
Ringside sold for $4.40; general ad- 





mission $2. Highest prices ever 
asked at local arena. 
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OX YR eres 
ELISSA LANDI in 


WICKED 


with VICTOR MoLAGLEN 
On the Stage: “SEASONS,” Ravel’s 
“BOLERO.” Roxy Symphony Orchestra 
De Luxe Midnight Show Saturday 





FRED & ADELE FRANK 
ASTAIRE MORGAN 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH in 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam,W.42 St. Evs.8.30. Mts Wed.,Sat. 
COOLED BY ICED AIR 





CECIL B. DE MILLE’S 


‘THE SQUAW MAN’ 


COOL Warner Baxter—Lupe Velez 


Revue—Dave Schooler— 
Bunchuk, Orch, 


APITOL "wre 


C Sist St. 
Next Fri—Norma Shearer—‘A Free Soul’ 








Kidding Bad Checks 


In a speak in the early 50’s is on 
exhibition a string of checks which 
bounced, 


A sign alludes to them as ‘Little 





White Lies.’ 











Bwayh4 
Cont. Show 


JACK HOLT 
“FIFTY FATHOMS — 
with RICHARD CROMWE 
LORETTA ws 
SAYRES 


: itn St. & 
PALACE Mats. Dally. 


G. ROBINSON 









— 











Bway. 
2.30. 






Castleton, Mack & 
Noyan Pearce & J 


HORACE HEIDT & 


Bt. Lexingteo & 3@ Ave. 
. tt am, te th p. m. 


Wednesday to Friday, Sept. 22 te 24 


Daughter of the Dragon 


WARNER OLAND—ANNA MAY wo 
EX-BAD BOY. 
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| 86+.ST. sor. Lexington ave. 
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TO THE LADIES 


VARIETY 








Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Palace Itself Again 


after a couple of months of mak- 

ing entertainment history, the Pal- 

has decided to settle down 
minding its own business and send- 
jng the revue bug away to bite 
gomeone else. This week the per- 
formers are staying in their own 
acts. Turns come on without bene- 
fit of announcement and depart on 
the wings of their own earned ap- 
plause. Should they stop the show, 
and a couple of them do, they have 
gatisfaction of knowing the glory’s 
400% theirs and no one, to borrow 
Edward G. Robinson’s quaint 
phrase, can ‘muscle in.’ 

If Kate Smith has become used to 
Palace ovations in the weeks she’s 
been listening to them there, she 
doesn’t show it. One of the nice 
things about her is her gracious- 
ness to audiences. She smiles so 
gratefully, appears to be so good 
natured, that they grow as fond of 
her as they are of her clear, mellow 
yoice with its distinctly enunciated 
n’s and m’s. 

Miss Smith gives 
enough numbers to leave them 
clamoring for more. There’s wise 
variety in their tempo, assurance 
and ease in their delivery. She sings 
a ballad with rich sincerity, then 
breaks into hot rhythm with the 
force of a volcano. She finds a gur- 
gle-deep down in her throat that 
rolls out in infectious abandon. 

Her costume black crepe with 
jeweled shoulder straps, is an im- 
provement over her former light 
colors and large prints, but it is still 
fitted too tight to do its best by her. 
If it would get itself a soft little 
jacket, that would be even better. 

Nayan Pearce’s sensitively de- 
signed costumes have one important 
thing in mind; to flatter and en- 
hance the color of her hair. Inter- 
esting shades that behave under 
her dramatic lighting. Lines that 
prove what a lithe figure she has. 
Simplicity for exotic materials, such 
as her rose beige crepe beaded all 
over in crystal. Smart detail in 
simple fabrics; chartreuse chiffon 
bound with rhinestone—besprinkled 
ruching. 

Mary Owen is a knockabout com- 
edian who gets herself into gro- 
tesque postures, yet makes up her 


them just 





eyes with the heavy shading of a 


serious minded siren. She works 
hard and successfully in a green 
and white checked knit dress that 
shows signs of its valiant service. 





What! Hamilton a Pushover? 

There are certain situations in 
pictures that automatically provoke 
cries from the cast of ‘no, no, not— 
that!’ The most frequent of these, 
of course, is the unwed mother halt- 
ingly announcing the impendency 
of her baby, but the horror of her 
auditors is as nothing compared to 
the distress of the ‘Alexander Ham- 
ilton’ cast when they learn that 
George Arliss has succumbed to the 
temptations of the flesh. George 
Arliss of all people! He always 
seemed so mental, so spiritual, such 
a nice man, forever arranging the 
romances of the second leads in his 
pictures, too unselfishly busy to 
consider his own love life. Nobody 
dreamed he had one. 

Well, it seems he has, but it’s a 


very refined libido that disturbs 
him, quite attenuated and deli- 
cate. Mastering him just the same 


till it seemed at one point it would 
cause his downfall. If Mr. Ham- 
ilton had not led such a cloistered 
life, he would never have surren- 
dered to such an obvious siren as 
June Collyer. 

From the moment she appeared, 
everybody in the audience knew she 
was up to no good. ‘Fhe way she 
jerked her dress off one shoulder 
when his back was turned, the 
way she stuck to her own becoming 
brown hair when all the other ladies 
in the cast wore powdered wigs, her 
ordinary enunciation in a cast of 
stage accents—these were ill omens 
for all to see save credulous Alex- 
ander. 

The picture is designed to give 
kiddies a chance to brush up on 
their American history, and what 
will they think of a _ statesman 
they’ve been taught to respect who, 
it seems, is just a-pushover for in- 
expert Hollywood vamping? 

Doris Kenyon as Lady Hamilton 
may have been a little to blame, 
however. She is very beautiful and 
her voice is lovely to hear but, in 
common with all Arliss picture hero- 
ines, she is so very, very good. Al- 
ways a loving smile on her face, 
she’s so sweet, so kind, so gentle, 


(Continued on page 62) 





It's An Old Custom 


By Grace Green 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


The Motion Picture electrical pa- 
rade and pageant of La Fiesta at 
the Coliseum stadium was a dazzling 
spectacle. The studios did them- 
selves proud with electric floats and 
beautiful girls. 

The enormous stadium which 
seats 105,000 was capacity and an- 
other 25,000 lined the streets in 
every direction near the Coliseum. 
Many, bringing their lunch and 
dinner, started at 2 o'clock to grab 
sidewalk space for 7:30 that night. 

The new 13 Wampas baby stars 
were a feature. A few were a little 
flustered, but then who wouldn't be 


‘ with 105,000 pairs of eyes as they 


slowly walked along a long run- 
way. P 
Dolores Del Rio, a 1926 Wampas 
star, presented each of the 13 with a 
bouquet. She was resplendant in a 
white satin gown and a matching 
wrap banded in sable. 

Here’s what the babies wore: 

Joan Blondell (Warner Brothers- 
First National)—White satin gown; 
long white gloves, and a corsage of 
erchids. 

Constance Cummings (Columbia) 
~Black velvet gown; long white 
Sloves, 

Frances Dade (the only freelance) 
~—Nile green lace gown; long white 
Zloves, 

Sidney Fox (Universal)—White 
chiffon gown with light blue bow; 
short white crepe jacket with white 
fox collar and cuffs. 


Rochelle Hudson (RKO)—Light 


lue satin gown; silver sequin 
eoatee, 

ne Louise (Charles Rogers 
Bers Productions) (Pathe)— 


Beige velvet gown and wrap. 

Frances Dee (Paramount)—White 
Satin gown; white velvet jacquet 
with brown fox on sleeves. 





Karen Morley (M-G-M)—Light 
lue satin gown, 
Joan Marsh (M-G-M)—Golden | 


brown satin gown and matching 
waistline wrap with cuffs of brown 
fox. 

Marion Shilling 
White satin gown. 

Barbara Weeks (U.A.)—Cream 
satin gown; long white gloves. 

Marian Marsh (Warner Bros.)— 
White chiffon gown; long turquoise 
blue velvet wrap. 

Judith Wood (Paramount)—Royal 
blue satin gown; waistline white 
satin jacket; black fur trimmed 
sleeves. 


(RKO-Pathe)— 





‘Devotion’ Premiere 


The best thing about ‘Devotion’ 
is its title. And, of course, Ann 
Harding. At the world premiere 
(the usual $5 opening with lights 
’n’ everything) at the Carthay Cir- 
cle, the reception of this long, 
much-ado-about-nothing picture 
wasn't so hot. 

Ann Harding in person looked 
lovely in a black velvet gown with 
an unusual criss-cross back treat- 
ment of ermine, 

Constance Bennett with the Mar- 
quis as escort, appeared quite well 
after her recent illness. Her royal 
blue gown and short ermine wrap 
were very becoming. 





Even with such a title as ‘Ada 
Beats the Drum,’ at the El Capitan, 
Irene Franklin draws them in and 
makes ‘em like it. 

It is an excellently cast comedy 
which gets many laughs. Iso a 
touch of musical when during the 
intermission blonde Miss Franklin 
sings three or four numbers in her 
inimitable way. 

When last seen at the Palace, 
New York, Miss Franklin was a 
redhead and slimmer than she is 
now. That, however, doesn’t de- 
tract from the smartness of* her 
gowns. Especially good looking and 
becoming was a long sleeved, white 
crepe with fine workmanship. 

Commendable performances were 





Did You Know That— 





Mable Withee and Larry 
Puck have joined the ranks of 
expectant parents....they say 
that Earl Carroll begins prepa- 
ration soon on a show for Ed- 
die Cantor....Jack Pearl will 
try his hand at pictures when 
contracts permit....Gladys 
Baxter lunched at the Algon- 
quin looking very dressy in a 
fall costume and two new red 
fox furs....Johnny Byam, of 
musical comedy, billed as the 
Broadway Stroller, is attract- 
ing plenty of attention over 
WHN....Jack Haley is negoti- 


‘ating for  pictures....Vera 
Marsh wore some _ cunning 
clothes in ‘Free for All’.... 


Dorothy Brenner has returned 
from a cruise to Cental Amer- 
ica..Lou Schreiber is in town 
....Neil Andrews will make an 
extensive tour of Europe.... 
the Jack Barkers are having a 
a new apartment on Central 
Park West....Jeannette Hac- 
kett and Helen Eby Rock 
lunched at Gerson’s the other 
day.,..Julie Johnson will spend 
the month of October in Can- 
ada hunting with her father.... 
Jeannette Loff was very lovely 
in black velvet and white satin 
dining at Mori’s with Walter 
O’Keefe....Mrs. J. J. McCar- 
thy is spending a couple of 
weeks in the Battle Creek sani- 
tarium, nothing serious....Yo- 
landa, of Velos and Yolanda, 
dancing at the Park Central, 
wore a lovely gown the other 
night which was so long that 
both she and her partner 
stepped on it repeatediy....the 
Berkeley Health Club draws 2 
lot of young actors....Ethel 
Merman wears a luscious red 
velvet jacket with a white chif- 
fon gown, white gloves and a 
red turban in ‘Scandals.’ 











given by Lurene Tuttle, Berton 
Churchill, Nina Borget, Emil Chau- 
tard, Lelia Bliss, Jean Delmour and 
Jean De Briac. 


Little Bits 


Loretta Young is caraaazy 
about strawberry ice cream and not 
a bit worried about gaining weight. 


Eddie Buzzell and Sidney Fox 
make a cute couple as they dance 
together. Of course, it’s rumored 
it’s another romance. 


Erwin Gelsey is the tennis champ 
of Malibu. 


Nancy Carroll says she never 
realized how popular her uncle, 
Billy LaHiff (owner of the New 
York Tavern) was until she came 
out here. 


Louis Cohen’s new passion is 
tango. It’s a game, not a dance. 


B. B. B. having molar trouble; 
also rehearsing for ‘Girl Crazy,’ 


Charlie Feldman thinking of fly- 
ing to New York to see Raquel 
Torres before she sails for London. 

They're calling it a season at 
Malibu; many beach homes are 
closed up. 

Everybody turned out for the 
James Gleasons’ 25th wedding an- 
niversary. 

Although both parents were ab- 
sent, the Joe E. Browns’ baby, 
Mary, had her first birthday party 
anyway, with many film babies at- 
tending. 

Charlie MacArthur had a swell 
farewell party which everybody, 
from Irving Thalberg down on the 
Metro lot, attended. Helen Hayes 
stays on until her present picture 
is completed. 

Joseph M. Schenck on his Invader 
which Louis B. Mayer had during 
Schenck’s absence this summer 
staged a nifty party with Lili Da- 
mita, Jack Gilbert, the Buster 
Keatons’ and others attending. 

Ben Lyon happily grinning when 
congratulated upon the arrival of 
his daughter (Barbara Bebe Lyon). 

Marion Nixon charmingly garbed 
in a brown ensemble eating in the 
Brown Derby. 

First stopoff the train for the 
Marquis de Falaise was Helen 
Clark’s and he brought a baron for 
a hair treatment, too. 

Claire Whitney lonesome 
hubby, Bob Keane, now east. 

Ivan Lebedeff evidences his Rus- 
sian military background by his 
erect carriage 

The marriage of Lew Ayres and 
Lola Lane proves that true love 
never runs’ smooth. It was on 
again, off again with them for sev- 
eral months, hence their elopement 
was a surprise, 


for 














Uneommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 
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Roxy Season’s Pageant: 
Taken in proper order, the Sea- 
sons provide a swell routine for a 


Roxy stage show. Spring’s mood 
is delicate and quiet—Jjust right for 
an opening number, The wonder 





of renascent woodlands is a good 
enough reason for the chorus’ full- 
voiced ‘Welcome to Sweet Spring- 


time. The audtence would be in- 
sensitive to a background of cockle- 
shells and rose-bud rope swings, if 


it could condemn Pat Bowman for 
disregarding pneumonia in the 


woods in a pale blue chiffon slip. 
Summer’s opening of amusement 
parks disguises the Roxyettes as 
birds of prey in a_ clay-pigeon 
shooting gallery. Ballet Dancers, 
dolls offered as prizes, oblige tur- 
quoise and magenta doll dresses 
that have done service at the Ca- 
thedral before and are just as ef- | 
fective now as ever. 

A touch of melancholy 
Autumn introduces Betty Froos, 
prettily silhouetted against a Har- 
vest Moon, wailing a tuneful blues, 
with a dainty schottische by the 
ballet. 

Last of all comes Winter, all 
white and silver and set for a grand 
skating finale. Against a white 
background, a toe line-up stands 
out effectively in black costumes, 





comes as 


frosted with snowy collars and 
cuffs, tiny black tricornes bright- 


ened by scarlet quills, 
Winnie Suffers and Grins 

When the writer of ‘Side Show’ 
named Winnie Lightner ‘Patsy,’ 
they meant just that. She bears 
all the burdens, suffers all the pain. 
When a baby is born as the cara- 
van is. moving to its next stand, it 
is Patsy who stops the train—right, 
as luck would have it, in front of a 
doctor’s house. When the Hawaiian 


through the filming of the picture 
is a miracle. Every few minutes 
she is gathered to some maternal 
bosom, alternately smothered with 
kisses or drowned in tears. 


An Unwilling ‘Pagan Lady’ 

Evelyn Brent is a strange picture 
choice to follow Lenore Ulric in the 
title-part of ‘Pagan Lady.’ Miss 
Brent is a brusque, straight-forward 
actress. She has none of the lan- 
gorous levity that audiences connect 
with pagan ladies. She may resign 
herself to a sordid characterization, 
but compressed lips and lowering 
brows indicate that she doesn’t like 
it. Audiences know she’s having a 
rotten time in Cuban dives and 
Miami bootlegging dens. Briefly, 
Miss Brent's brittle ill-humor is a 


relief from the screen’s many sac- 
charine performances. 
Like Miss Brent, Lucille Gleason 


is thoroughly aware of life’s fue 
tility, but she sweetens disillusion- 
ment with tolerance and resignation, 
Gwen Lee, as an uncertain member 
of a boot-legging household, works 
a small part into agreeable comedy. 

Fanettes who have learned to look 
upon Conrad Nagel as the epitome 
of al that is noble and true, will be 
shocked to find him, a candidate for 
the ministry, casting lustful glances 
at the pagan lady. But all ends 
well as Mr. Nagel lifts his eyes to 
heaven and, head erect, marches off 
to teach the Hottentots their ABC’s. 


German Rah Rah, Too 


Cinematic collegiate life is the 
same the world over. Picture fans 
know that American collegians are 
more absorbed in winning the big 
game than in pulling down 
scholastic ratings. But not until 
‘Das Rheinlandmaedel’ threw light 
on the. foreign situation was it 





Dancer, the Living Model, the Can- 
nibal and High Diver fail to report, 
Patsy fills in. When a younger sis- 
ter decides to steal somebody’s 
sweetheart, she picks Patsy’s. 

Circus clothes do not make great 
demands on Miss Lightner’s ability 
to wear them, Slimmer than in her 
last picture she is neat and tidy 
in unpretentious traveling dresses, 
and genuinely funny in the black 
tights and shredded skirt of a high- 
hatted Cannibal. 

Evalyn Knapp is appropriately 
wistful and starry-eyed as the in- 
gefiue. Her best appearance is in a 
skirt of wool mixture combined 
with a dark peplum-jacket trimmed 
with the skirt fabric. 


Gilded Jail Bird 


If there are prisons for women 
like the one pictured in ‘Wicked’ 
the film industry might as well for- 
get all about them. It is hard 
enough to get sympathy for a 
stigmatized heroine without sen- 


tencing her to imprisonment in a 
luxurious jail. 
Individual rooms with cunning 


white appointments and cretonne 
hangings, work shops that resemble 
drawing rooms, are not the back- 
grounds to draw audience sym- 
pathy. One look at the interiors 
and the woodland vistas they dis- 
close, and spectators decide that 
stone walls do not a prison make, 
nor iron bars a cage. If the hero- 
ine asks for pity, let her eat cake, 
then. 

Elissa Landi’s bursts of overact- 
ing are all the more noticeable in 


comfortable surroundings that 
threaten her with a nervous break 
down. But she plays many scenes 
beautifully, with emotional depth 


and tenderness. Her youthful face 
reconciles an Alice-in Wonderland 
haircomb with a more mature 
figure. Her English accent is 
charming. 

Any leading lady could dislike 
having Una Merkel in her picture. 
Miss Merkel has a disconcerting 
way of stealing scenes with chatter- 
box-ing weak-mindedness, When 
the script makes her a tireless 
guardian of a happy ending, there’s 


known that the same apathy to 
study prevails at the University of 
Bonn. 

German students are as happy< 
go-lucky as American campusites. 
They break into melody at regular 
intervals. They hold all night 
drinking bouts. At a sign from the 
camera man they organize foure 
piece orchestras. 

The heroine of ‘Rheinlandmaedel? 
differs from the American type. At 
some time in her life she must have 
studied, for she wins over a pros- 
pective father-in-law with her 
masterly exposition of a difficult 
problem in chemistry. American 
audiences marvel at her. To date, 
all the chem majors they have met 
in Hollywood films have worn tor- 
toise shell glasses and motivated 
comic relief. 

Gretl Berndt, Trude _ Berliner, 
Lucie Engliseh and Ilse Nast are 

(Continued on page 63) 





MARRIAGES 


Mel Heymann, Metro p. a., will 
wed Cecile Gansler, of Newark, 
(non-pro) in about six months, 


Timothy Cronin, of Technicolor 
staff, Boston, to Mercedes Langlois, 
at Roxbury, Mass., Sept. 13. 


Jerry Jarette, to Edward Albert- 
son (Levy) in Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 
16. Bride is musical comedy actress 
and groom is pop composer. 

Kinsley Barnes, of the Lake Nip- 
muc Amusement Company, at Men- 
don, Mass., to Viola Nelson at Mil- 
ford, Mass=., Sept. 12. 

Sylvia Weld, of the Surry Play- 
house cast in Maine, to Albert 8S. 
Bigelow at Wareham, Mass., 
Sept. 10. 

Lew Ayres to Lola Lane, Las 
Vegas, N. M., Sept. 15. Miss Lane 
gave her name as Dorothy Mulligan 
for legal entry. 

John Nelson Harrower to Eliza- 
beth Krehbiel, Riverside Church, 
New York City, Sept. 12. Groom is 
columnist on the ‘Film Daily.’ 

Ben Pratt to Eleanor Blake in 
Chicago, Sept. 16. Groom is in the 
NBC publicity department. Bride is 
a writer of mystery stories. 

Robert L. Hague to Mary Lewis, 
date and place not stated. Miss 





no stopping her. 
A wealthy woman who adopts a 
child and is forced to give her up | 
to her real mother, is a part made | 
to order for Irene Rich. She| 
photographs stunningly in expen- 
sive ensembles. 

The real lead of 
unprogrammed. At 


| 


picture is 
she is 


the 
present, 





Ask Beth Brown what she thinks ;} about four, a pug-nosed, bobbed | 
of Hollywood men. haired baby who sobs realistically | 

Joe Lewis’ special night for Rob- ) and reads lines without a hint of 
ert Montgomery at Olsen's. jcamera cuteness. 


| AriZ., 


Lewis is an opera singer. Groom is 
avy. p., of Standard Oil Co. 

Anne Cornwall, film actress, to 
Ellis Taylor, non-pro, in Yuma, 
secretly a month ago, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Paddock, 
Sept. 15, in Pasadena, son. Paddock 
is former sprint champion and has 


That she lived j played in pictures. 
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Loew’s reported to be considering 
at least two southern towns for pop 
vaude, Atlanta and Macon, 





James Thornton had a proposition 
to tour as a temperance lecturer. 
It fell through. 





Stage producers were keeping 
their play titles under cover until 
the last moment to avoid piracy by 
picture producers. 





Chicago women reformers caused 
the arrest of am actress because 
‘she threw her skirts over her head 
and did a cooch dance.’ They used 
skirts in burlesque in those days. 





N. Y. exhibs battling exchanges 
over new move requiring the former 
to pay delivery charges each way 
instead of exchange taking return 
charge. 





Norma Talmadge Film Co, formed 
by Jos. M. Schenck, 





Winfield Sheehan just back from 
Europe. ‘It’s too bad,’ he told ‘Va- 
riety,’ ‘that English managers do 
not unite to have proper representa- 
tion in this country. It would mean 


so much for the excellent pictures 


they turn out.’ 





450 convicts were used as extras 
in a@ Metro-Rolfe picture starring 
Lionel Barrymore. On a correction 
farm at New Hampton, N. Y. 





Stock co. managers were refusing 
to use plays which had been made 
into pictures. Claimed that picture 
production cut the draw to almost 
nothing. 





Lewis J. Selznick Productions in- 
corporated for $500,000. 





Biograph studio in the Bronx ad- 
vertised for sale. Several wanted 
it. in spite of the fact that pur- 
chase involved several hundred 
thousand dollars. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








The death of President Garfield 
caused a closing of most theatres 
for from one to three days. 





Stars were choicy, Lawrence Bar- 
rett announced he would not return 
to Pittsburgh ‘until Library Hall 
changes its name and the Opera 
house its present management.’ 
Former was a regular theatre, mis- 
named. 





Forepaugh show was in a tight 
spot in Frankfort, Ky. When the 
show was charged a double license 
fee, Adam Forepaugh took a lot just 
over the city line. The Mayor 
refused to let the cars unload, and 
the state militia had to be called 
out to permit the show to detrain. 





Music pubs, advertising joy songs 
over the recovery of President Gar- 
field, all ready with funeral marches 
to commemorate his death, 





‘Clipper’ says, ‘It does not fol- 
low, because a song is copyrighted 
that its words or music are orig- 
inal,’ 





Frank IL. Frayne, who at that time 
had only one lion (10 years later 
~he had six) was transferring the 
cat from the show to the traveling 
cage when the beast tore the seat 
out of a stage hand's trousers. The 
man ran three blocks before they 
could stop him, 





First American tour of Miss St. 
George Hussey, ‘the only female 
[rish male impersonator in the 
world.’ Did an act on the lines of 
Pat Rooney. 





Six-day walking match at the 
Madison Sq. Garden advertised for 
Oct.; $1,500 to the first, with $800, 
$400 and $100. To win a money 
prize it was necessary to cover at 
least 300 miles. If the winner bet- 
tered 578 miles (record), he got a 
cup, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Several RKO house managers appear in ignorance of the key city girl 
critic system installed by the RKO home office heads. That is mainly 
because the local girl critic, usually a school teacher, at $20 a week for 
RKO, does not divulge herself to the local RKO manager. Her instruc- 
tions are to remain incognito. 

The girl critics are expected to report to the home office on the faults 
as they see them of the theatre, front or back stage and including the 
stage performance if any. Naturally in the course of a few weeks the 
local school or piano teacher happy over the extra weekly money believes 
she has graduated from an amateur to a pro critic and knows what's 
the matter with all of the show business. 

Reports are sent back to New. York regularly by these novices who 
report on the operations of veteran showmen running theatres. Several 
funny stories are told about the amateurs. One is of the girl critic who 
discovered a hole in the carpet on the orchestra floor. 

That report duly reached New York and was sent to the proper dept, 
without again heard from. Next week another report from the same 
girl and town said the hole in the carpet was still there, With the same 
disposition. Again the third week and report, which reprimanded the 
home office for inattention to the hole in the carpet. 

The third letter going on its usual departmental course finally reached 
one showman who couldn‘t stand it any longer. He endorsed on the face 
of the criticism: ‘This is not an RKO house.’ 








Ann Dvorak's ‘long-term’ contract with Caddo is a guaranteed three 
weeks at $300 a week for ‘Sky Devils,’ with Howard Hughes allowing 
himself 60 days after completion of the picture or 30 days after its pre- 
view to make up his mind on a six months’ option at $250 a week. 

The Caddo contract bristles with clauses designed to make the actress 
temperament-proof and agent-proof. Under it the artist is obligated 
to be present every day of the week and to perform at all times and 
places called upon, day and night, including Sundays, ‘unless expressly 
excused therefrom in writing.’ 

The morality clause, customarily a blanket promise to do nothing to 
cause scandal or bring about public hatred, in the Caddo contract is a 
specific guarantee not to become intoxicated or involved in any scandal, 
‘or become the subject of comment in any publication reflecting on her 
character or tending to lessen her drawing ability or popularity.’ 
Changes in appearance or voice ‘either by reason of habit or from 
natural or any other causes,’ are likewise sufficient to terminate the 
contract on five days’ notice. 

The check on temperament is an agreement to pay any loss caused the 
producer by being late on a call, delaying production in any way, failing 
to serve promptly and artistically, or by breaking, tearing, injuring or 
destroying any property. 

An anti-agent clause provides that any matters concerning employ- 
ment will be discussed by the producer with the ‘artist only,’ specifically 
ruling out any agent or manager as go-between. 





In furtherance of the edudational film movement in which Harley 
Clarke is much interested, some of the Fox theatres are staging demon- 
strations similar to that given the board of education of Marathon 
county, Wis., at the Fox theatre, Wausau. 

This showing was attended by Leslie Schade and Meta Wege, who 
were selected by their state to attend the test in Washington last sum- 
mer. They told of their experiences at that session, This was followed 
by the screening of the Movietone news and four of the strictly educa- 
tional subjects used in Washington. The session was conducted by 
A. R. Thiede, county school superintendent, who announced that he will 
recommend the purchase of projectors for all schools as funds become 
available. 

A regular campaign before the various teachers’ institutes is being 
planned. 





First in the field with a list of ‘best pictures’ this year is Alice Ames 
Winter, head of the women’s clubs contacts of the Hays office. Mrs. 
Winter has issued a booklet covering the ‘hundred best’ of the first eight 
months of 1931. The list is a break for Paramount, with 20 releases 
included, and Fox, with 19. Additional break for Fox is five titles in a 
special list of 17 commended as having the highest entertainment value. 

Booklet of 24 pages carries description and comment on each picture. 
Forty-one are classified as social drama. Mention is made that many in 
this class, while popular and artistically done, cannot be recommended 
because they are ‘over-sexed, or seem to glorify a life of loose moral 
standards.’ P 

Only 37 of the 100 named are recommended for children. 

Significance to exhibs of Mrs. Winter’s list is that it goes to women 
who are enlisted in an effort to guide families and friends to patronize 
approved pictures only. It ts a handbook to what is probably the only 
sight-unseen word-of-mouth advertising in existence. 





Pictures’ contact man with society in Los Angeles and Hollywood is 
Leo Carrillo. He is the only member of the film crowd to be recognized 
socially by the blue chips, and the only one who occasionally gets an 
invitation to use a knife and fork at the 400’s tables. 

At the Fiesta Ball in the Biltmore hotel during Fiesta week, a blue 
book affair, Carrillo was the only picture person invited. Carrillo’s in 
with society is due to his local antecedents, his family starting with 
the early settlers in the city of the angels. Actor is also looked upon 
as from legit, society winking at his camera angle. 





Hays organization issued its expected ban on all star-advertising tie- 
ups last week. Studios were advised that hereafter all players’ contracts 
must include a clause making commercial plugging a contract-canceling 
violation. Also banned are ether appearances by stars in connection with 
commercial programs. Only exception is where program plugs a benefit. 

Edict is a direct result of the Federal Trade Commission's investiga- 
tion of commercial product endorsement, by players. Nothing startling 
revealed by the investigation, but general impression is that most of the 
blurbs are the malarky. 





Charlie Pettijohn's ‘gangster on the street rather than the screen’ 
speech is credited with influencing the action which followed at Albany. | 

While the crime measures offered by Acting Mayor McKee and Police 
Commissioner Mulrooney were okayed in the preliminary steps, the leg- 
islature gave the Sen Crawford proposal, which would ban all reference 
to crime in film, the silent treatment. Crawford matter, intimated as 
inspired by Canon Chase, was completely ignored. 





In sections where theatres are penalized by delayed bookings if they 
cling to a dime admission past the 6 o'clock deadline, the managers who 
want to run over are issuing ‘privilege tickets’ to employees of stores 
and factories. These extend the 10c. scale to 6:30 or even later, but 
officially the quarter admission is slapped on promptly at 6. The idea 
is to catch the workers for the early show before they go home. 





Selling an article to ‘The New Yorker,’ getting paid $8 for it, and at 
the same time giving publicity to ‘Street Scene’ (UA), is Lynn Farnol's, 
Sam Goldwyn’s press agent, achievement. 

Farnol also sold another gag to ‘New Yorker’ for $5, but with no pic- 
ture tie-up involved, 








First distributor executive to have his name used as chief ballyhoo for 








<= 
attendance at an indie exhib affair is Sidney Kent of Paramount T 
Myers contingent, Allied, announced that Kent would be an after-di - 
speaker in Minneapolis. Reports were printed that Kent had been mend 
and made a speech. there 
Kent never left New Yorw. 





With product piling up for the New York Rivoli and Rialto 
Scene’ is Hkely to be pulled after the end of the fifth week, or 8 
Picture is still doing well and is assured of the fifth week. 

Both Paramount and U.A. are waiting with pictures to mo 
either house, and to follow ‘Palmy Days’ (UA), 
the case of the Rialto. 


‘Stra « 
ept. 39; 


ve inta 
which opens Sept, 23 in 





Barbara Stanwyck’s scrap with Columbia culminates a studio-playe 
series of battles for more dough. Clark Gable, James Cagney, Ann Sande 
ing and Nancy Carroll have been some who figured in these contractual 
squabbles for increases or other considerations recently, 





Wilbar Photo Eng. Co., which makes many of the plates for the pic-~ 
ture companies has a new wrinkle in cut delivery. All the jobs are sent 
out individually wrapped in cellophane, which not only protects the sur- 
face but enables the cuts to be checked up without unwrapping and 
rewrapping. Making a hit with the ad managers. 





National Screen Service has just brought from the press a new catalog 
which offers a complete Misting, mostly illustrated, of stock trailers to 
be worked with promotional stunts, house and policy announcements 
and for all of the recognized holidays. 

It is not only a sales catalog but a handbook on exploitation. 





Consistency with which Warner pictures have been clicking is laid 
in no small measure at the doorstep of the expert casting. 

Rufus LeMaire, all around showman, recently took over that dept. for 
WB and FN and with it a shrewd manifestation of type-casting, espe- 
cially in the gangster cycle, immediately asserted itself. 





On the premise that too much talk and publicity serves to accentuate 
the adverse side of the unemployment situation, and detract from a 
program’s entertainment value, Fox New England theatre managers 
have been instructed to eliminate excess reference to unemployment in 
newsreels or other film matter. 





Edgar Hart, who manages the Fox theatres in Astoria, Ore., is sending 
his eastern friends jars of the new run of salmon canned by his better 
half before the fish have stopped kicking. Along the Columbia river, 
the salmon canning is as much of an annual chore as making jelly fur- 
ther east. More flavorous than the cannery pack, 





Universal's ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ was previewed before the heads of 
the University at South Bend which gave the picture its okay without 
requesting any cuts. Okay was necessary before release. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Lack of subtlety on the part of pluggers phoning or even wiring M 
requests have put coast orchestra leaders hep to the racket to such an 
extent they can spot the phoney from the legit kind. Songwriter or 
plugger who comes to a rehearsal in the afternoon with his new num- 
ber, asking for an air break, spends the evening at the phone, asking 
the hotel or studio switchboard girl to send his request through, using 
a different dialect each time. Sometimes varies it by having the wife, 
children or girl friend do the asking. 

Easy for an orchestra leader or program director to sniff a mouse 
when 20 or 30 phone calls come in one night for a song that hasn’t gotten 
around much. Head men aren't letting these plants affect their selec- 
tion of air presentations, 











CBS programs have the edge on the NBO chain stuff reaching the 
Pacific Slope for a number ef reasons. NBC chain programs heard on 
the west coast emanate in majority from the San Francisco studios of 
NBC and as a result are stamped with that over-plugging label which 
so distinguishes coast programs. Others come frem the Chi NBC stu- 
dios, and an occasional program out of New York. 

CBS’ chain stuff is either N. Y. or Chi, and a bit more abundant than 
NBC, thus taking the honors on quantity and quality. 





CBS makes it a custom to announce over the air the name of any 
RKO theatre in which one of their artists happens to be playing. They 
figure the publicity works both ways giving them an edge on talent. 

On the other hand, NBC which is part of the Radio family of which 
RKO is a part, refuses to advertise an RKO theatre on its programs 
with the exception of the RKO Friday night broadcasts which RKO pays 
for. NBC execs claim they are not in favor of dual advertising and 
cut the argument then and there. 





Several national advertisers have gotten wise to the fact that radio 
stations will put on more commercial plugs than called for in the con- 
tracts in the advertisers make it worth while. 

Result is several of the advertisers are paying for time at the regular 
rate and with the usual announcements, but offering premiums for busi- 


ness attributed to the broadcasts beyond a certain point. Premium ga& 
gets the additional plugs, 





With two programs carded for auditions to two different clients the 
same afternoon, somebody at NBC, Chicago, got ihe wires crossed and 
piped the wrong shows into the offices of the prospective commercials 
located out of town. Mistake wasn’t discovered until several hours later. 


Talent on both programs had to be rounded up again the next day 
and the auditions reshot. 





Jack Renard, band leader for the Camel broadcasts on CBS, took the 
entire Camel program talent and a host of friends up to the Mayfair 
Club, Boston, Friday (18), for the opening night. 

Renard was at the Mayfair until brought to New York. 





Dave Bath has been placed by CBS to handle publicity for Morton 
a Bath is a personal friend of Downey's, last with the New York 
‘News.’ 

Downey has also engaged Jim Doane as his personal rep with Dow- 
neys paying Doane's salary, 





Both NBC and CBS will do the World Series broadcasts again this 
year, Two years ago CBS approached Judge Landis with a proposition 
to broadcast the series on a sponsorship basis. 

Baseball commissioner decided against commercializing the ethet 
phase of the games and stuck to his decision again this fall. 





Radio-advertising men state that despite the razzing the Lucky Strike 
kind to your throat’ slogan is getting, Luckies and the ad agency feel 


that so long as people are talkin ran is 
j about the slogan 
effective 5 it, no matter how, 
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Road Show Signs Grow Less, with 


Legit Producers in Main Listless 





ve 


Tough goings for the new shows 
n Broadway and producers’ gen- 
. | disinterest and disinclination to 
pani about road shows, are felt 
ty have resulted in the over em- 
nasized stick-saving ballyheo go- 
ing blovey. That means the out of 
pre condition will probably not be 
jmproved and mayhap the reverse. 

only a handful of producers are 
doing anything about getting shows 
out of the storehouse for tours, The- 
atre League’s talked about wheel 
has now simmered down to a ques- 
tion of possible occurence In No- 
vember and December. The 25 
shows which first were talked about 
to start the wheel will actually re- 
sult in a dozen at the most. 

Few producers interested in send- 
ing out shows, besides Erlangers 
and Shuberts, who must, are Cros- 
py Gaige, O. BE. Wee, Areh Selwyn 
and one or two others. Balance ad- 
mit they may get around to that 
put only after they’ve hit locally. 
This means Broadway is the great- 
est stumbling block for the road. 

Broadway Blocks 

In addition to this managerial at- 
titude handicapping the League’s 
would be producing, is a reported 
lukewarm feeling expressed by the 
two major booking offices and that 
feeling aggrevated by the recent 
Shubert anti-Erlanger productions 
and bookings. Neither is hot about 
co-operating with the other. 

Only hinterland idea to g0 
through is the Erlanger booking of 
indie shows into Theatre Guild 
audiences, starting shortly. 

T, P. R. O. A. which started con- 
siderable agitation through its 
Ss. O. S. idea which didn’t hit off, 
now realize their inability to enter 
production activities. It’s resulted 
in the acceptance of the fact they 
can do nothing else but ballyhoo 
the shows that do go out, purpose 
being to create interest in the un- 
interested managers to book more 
shows. Some p. a.’s are trying to 
further road shows through a pro- 
ducing corporation, although it is 
stated that unemployment within 
the agents ranks is no longer in a 
critical condition and that this 
thought is no longer so hot. 


MANTELL’S COSTUMES 
NET $264 AT AUCTION 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

Shakespearean costumes worn by 
Robert Mantell were auctioned here, 
netting Genevieve Hamper Mantell, 
the deceased actor’s fourth wife, 
$264. This sum is less than cost of 
shipping the costumes here from 
the east. Freight bill was $350. 

Auction attracted mostly the 
curious, as it had been advertised 
as a disposal of Mantell’s personal 
effects, Alctioneer took occasion to 
sell a lot of antique furniture 
which didn’t belong to Mantel. 

Most of the clothes were bought 
by William Thorn‘on, young Shake- 
Spearean hopeful. 

Contrary to opinion, Mantell left 
very little at his death in 1928. Mrs. 
Mantell and her son, Robert Man- 
tell, Jr, are here trying for pic- 
ture parts. Mrs. Mantell is now 
Married to John Alexander, actor. 


Burke Averaging $2,000 
Per Night in Far West 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

, With business good and averag- 
ng $2,000 a stand at the half-dozen 
Gas uighters played so far on her 
oe road tour, Billie Burke, in 
ed Tree’ opened a split week 
with _ at the Dufwyn, Portland, 
: ast half at the Metropolitan, 
Seattle, 

wegllows that with another split 
eohe between Vancouver and Vic- 
oe one-nighters in Tacoma, 
befor sham, Yakima, and Spokane 
Le © mvading Montana, then Salt 
ake and Denver. 


ee 








A REAL MERGER 

— Lynd will take over Olive 
‘a when the latter leaves 

é . eS next week. 
Basis Olsen's departure is due to 
Lynda arroll figuring the Misses 
aren't rg Olsen's combined parts 

°o much for one blonde, 


‘Crisis’ in 13 Scenes 


Horace’ Liveright has bought 
‘Crisis’ by Sidney Kingsley, new 
playwright, and will attempt to 
rush production on it. It’s a 13- 
scene play, bought through Louis 
Cline, Liveright’s manager, 

Liveright has had to postpone 
staging of ‘Things As They Are’ by 
Edwin Justus Mayer because of 
casting difficulties and as Mayer 
was called back to the coast by the 
death of his baby. 


EQUITY AGENTS 
CANT PRODUCE 


Under the 
ists between 


agreement which 
casting agencies and 
Equity, no agent doing business 
with Equity members can engage 
in stock or legit producing at the 
same time. 

It came up that stock at Mt. Ver- 
non bears Chamberlain Brown’s 
name not only as his players but 
also that he ‘presents.’ 

‘Murray Phillips office is also al- 
leged engaging in proposed legit 
production. 

An Equity exec when asked about 
the terms of the agreement ex- 
plained that it was  Brown’s 
brother, Lyman, who was putting 
on the Mt. Vernon stock. It was 
also stated “hillips’ wife was the 
actual operator of the agency. 

Brown-Phillips angles caused 
considerable comment in some of 
the agents’ offices. They don’t seem 
able to understand it. 


Erlanger, Chi, Meets 
2-for-1 Menace with 
‘lives’ at Flat $2 


exX- 





Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Making the first break away from 
the cut rate evil in this town, the 
Erlanger is taking the bull by the 
horns and opening ‘Private Lives’ 
Oct. 4 at $2 top. That’s a record 
low on a straight admission scale 
for any legit house in town. 

Since the two for one thing 
started, about a year and a half 
ago, it’s been a pain to managers 
and suicide to legit trade generally 
here. Repeated efforts to stop it 
didn’t mean a thing, with the Shu- 
berts, controlling most of the local 
legit houses, holding out. Recently 
it became so bad that one house was 
selling cut rate tickets on a cut, 

Erlanger figures the reduced box 
office admish will cut in on the cut 
raters and if other theatres follow 
suit it will mean only a question of 
time béfore the two for one will go. 
That $2 top on the Noel Coward 
show includes Saturday and Sun- 
day nights, with $1 Wednesday aft- 
ernoons and $1.50 Saturday mat- 
inees. 

“Private Lives’ is booked in for 
four weeks followed by two weeks 
of ‘Admirable Crichton’ and five of 
‘Vanities.’ According to schedule 
‘Three’s A Crowd’ is due after that. 


Helen Hayes’ Threat 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Having completed ‘Lullaby’ for 
Metro, Helen Hayes will leave for 
New York, Sept. 25 to star in Mol- 
nar’s ‘The Good Fairy.’ 

She has announced that if the 
run of this stage play is successful, 
she will retire professionally at the 
termination of that engagement. 








A Flying Lawyer 
Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 


Charles Kenneth Feldman, Los 
Angeles atty. is flying to N. Y. to 
represent William Anthony Mc- 
Guire in the suit brought by Robt. 
Newman to eollect $31,000 on a 
promisory note he holds, made by 
MeGuire. 

If all goes smoothly, Feldman 
plans to be home by next Satur- 





day. 


LOEW’S TAKES BACK OHIO 


Will Play Erlanger’s Bookings in 
Cleveland Legit 





Cleveland, Sept. 21. 
Operation of Ohio, Erlanger’s 
Cleveland legit house, will be taken 
over by Loew’s circuit which owps 
the theatre when Erlanger‘s vacates 
at end of this month. 
No change of policy is announced. 
Erlanger legit shows are to be 
booked by Loew’s New York head- 
quarters under the new arrange- 
ment. Schedule of plays listed for 
winter season, Opening Oct. 5 with 
‘Peter Flies High,’ will be carried 
out unless new management decides 
differently. 
Up until last season Ohio was 
leased and managed by Robert Mc- 
Laughlin, who held franchise 
Erlanger attractions. Last 
McLaughlin gave up the franchise 
to take an executive post with Shu- 
berts, and theatre was taken over 
by Erlanger’s. Erlanger’s decided 
to forfeit lease, it is said, because of 
high overhead and low grosses dur- 
ing last year. 
Ohio will be the first and only 
legit theatre in the country to be 
operated by Loew’s, which has been 
content to operate film theatres so 
far. 
William Corris, Jr., present man- 
ager of Ohio, will transfer to an- 
other Erlanger house when Loew’s 
will appoint its own local mgr. 


ANGELIC LEGIT 
PRODUCERS 
DIE YOUNG 


New entrants into legit producing 
are discovering it may be wiser to 
kick in for a standard producer. 
Three new producers’ shows have 
fallen down in the same week, 

‘Tel-A-Vision,’ J. Andrew White’s 
initial venture, went to the shop 
Saturday (19) in Boston. It may 
re-enter the ranks revised as a ra- 
dio revue. 

Samuel Golden, printer and legit 


on 


season 





his opera burlesque, off for doctor- 
ing the same date. It’s Golden’s 
first on his own, although he helped 
produce others, including ‘Last 
Mile.’ 

‘Tempest in a Teapot,’ due off last 
Saturday, means a tentative flop for 
Harry Moses, heretofore mainly 
concerned commercially. Play was 
headed for the Gaiety, New York. 


30,000-WATT BULB FOR 
STAGE—MAUDE ADAMS’ 


A new 30,000 watt bulb now per- 
fected and understood being 
patented for Maude Adams, may 
get its first stage use in that ac- 
tress’ Shakespearean production for 
Erlanger’s. Largest wattage ordi- 
=arily used in stage lightings is 
1000. 

Miss Adams, according to au- 
thoritative cireles, is directly re- 
sponsible for the innovation, Per- 
fected use of the apparatus, it is 
declared, has resulted in elimination 
of heat and glare through control. 
New light will give, say electricians 
the nearest approach to a certain 
stage of sunlight obtained to date. 

Miss Adams, in the same circles, 
is credited with playing an im- 
portant part in securing 5 and 10 
M wattage used in studio work and 
which an electric co. controls by 
patents. New bulb will stand 
around 3 feet, possibly more, This 
is more than double the height of 
the 1000 watters used in legits. 

Electric men feel the 30M light 
will revolutionize that stage of pro- 
duction activities. Its perfection is 
traced to an accident putting out 
all lights at a rehearsal save the 
overhead working light, which gave 
the former star the bee. 

Erlanger’s has Miss Adams lined 
up for a stage comeback, after ten 
years off. Miss Adams will go with 
Otis Skinner in a new version of 
‘The Merchant of Venice,’ playing 
Portia, 

Show is set to open at Princeton, 
N. J., Nov. 2. It may stick on the 
road for several months. New York 
date, if any, is not arranged with 
the Erlangers feeling show can do 
better on tour. 

First time Miss Adams has played 
Portia and first time for her in any 
Shakespeare role since 1899, when 











she was in “Twelfth Night.’ 





angel, took ‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ 


Trick ‘Hamlet’ 


Norman Bel Geddes’ trick version 





of ‘Hamlet’ is set to open in Phila- 
deIphia on Oct. 20. Two weeks there 


and it comes to the Broadhurst, 
New York. 

Besides Raymond Massey and Ce- 
cilia Johnson, English actors, who 
will have the lea@s, cast includes 
Colin Keith-Johnson, John Daly 
Murphy, Leon Quartermain and 


David Horn. 


PHIL PLANTS 
COLORED SHOW 


Phil Plant, millionaire scion and 


former husband of Constance Ben- 


nett, is in show business. He is 


a colored musical to be 
called ‘Sugar Hill,’ Miller and Lyles 


backing 


starring, for which he is credited 
with writing some of the numbers. 
Understood production will be ona 
scale superior to any colored show 
so far. 

The Plant presentation wiil be in 
association with Harry D. Squires. 
Noble Sissle also is in on the score, 
the book coming from Miller and 
Lyles. 

‘Sugar Hill is that block in Har- 
lem at 139th street extending from 
Seventh to Bighth avenues wherein 
reside the money and class of the 
uptown colored colony. 

Show is due for Boston Nov. 2. 
Cast engagements to date are Ada 
Ward and Ethel Wilson. There will 
be a chorus of 24 and a @ozen boys. 
Irving Strauss will agent the show, 
with Squires managing. 


Actors Refused Chance 
To Take Over Musical 
With $5,100 Overhead 


Schwab & Mandel offered the cast 
of ‘Free For All’ a proposition to 
keep the show going. They turned 


it down. The musical closed Satur- 
day (19) after a little over a week 
at the Manhattan, New York. 

S. & M. advised the cast that the 
theatre operation overhead includ- 
ing rent was $5,100 a week. Play- 
ers were offered the show for that 
amount weekly. 

‘Free For All’ was a no-chorus 
musical with a cast headed by Jack 
Haley. 


EXAMPLE OF SWITCH 
IN TASTE FOR SHOWS 


Lexington, Ky., Sept. 21. 
A snarked change in theatre-go- 
ing tendencies was noted here when 
the Wright dramatic stock closed 


after three weeks at the Ben Ali 
theatre. Town, wiich might be 
classed as typical inland city of 60,- 
000, used to support stock for six 
and eight months at a time. 
Patrons have become accustomed 
to spending evenings at film the- 
atres, where they can drop in after 
an éarly dinner and get back home 
by 9:30. They have fallen into this 
routine to such an extent that it is 
next to impossible to get them to 
wait until 8:15 for the curtain, then 
remain until 11 o’clock to see the 
show out. 
Or maybe 
town. Or 
prices, 


Shuberts Offering Road 
Sites to Film Firms 


Shuberts are offering various of 
their out-of-town theatres to the 
picture companies. So far noth- 
ing has been closed. 

Houses are the Cox, Cincinnati; 
Alvin, Pittsburgh; Lyric, Boston, 
and the Teck, Buffalo. 














it’s just a 9 o’clock 
maybe the box-office 











Aimee's Musical in Her Temple, L. A, 
Draws 60,000, Who Pay as They Like 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
A musical opening cold and playe- 
ing to 60,000 people in 12 perform- 
ances is not bad in this part of the 
world. That's the record of ‘The 
Iron Furnace,’ sacred opera by and 


with Aimee Semple McPherson, the 
evangeiist. 

Mrs. McPherson, possibly the 
martest showwoman in the coun- 
try, after dramatizing her private 


life for years is adapting the Bible 
to grand opera and producing it in 


her Angelus Temple. 
Cast of 44 
‘The Iron Furnace, in seven 


seenes, deals with the deliverance of 
the Israehites from their Bgyptian 
bondage. The east has 10 prin- 
cipals, and 21 girls and 13 men are 
used in the chorus numbers. 

Due to the small stage used, ae- 
tion is tableauized, but sets, cos- 
tuming and make-up are of profes- 
sional quality. 


Angelus Temple seats around 
5,300 and Mrs. McPherson's Bible 
opera filled it three nights a week 


for a month. The Fiesta was op- 
position to the Temple as much as 
to exhibs and legit houses, but 


Aimee topped it. On the final day 
of the Fiesta Air Circus she eloped 
by airplane with the baritone who 
sings Pharaoh in the opera, and 
was back with him for a final per- 
formance that had a turnaway of 
something like 3,000. 

5,300 ‘Giveaways’ 
Admission to the Temple is usuale 
ly on the first-come principle, but 
for the final performance of “The 
Iron Furnace’ 5,300 reserved givee- 
aways were distributed in advance, 
163 of them in the studios. Tem- 
ple reports all tickets were used, 
many of the studio crowd bringing 
parties of three to five per ticket. 

Mrs. McPherson is the only show 
producer in Los Angeles letting her 
audience set its own price on seats, 
and that after seeing her show. 
Ushers with baskets take up the 
collection, and such sordid sounds 
as the chink of silver on silver is 
seldom heard. The standard con- 
tribution downstairs is a $1 bill. 

Legit Methods 


Aimee Semple McPherson Hutton 
(as her name now stands) had 
adapted legit methods to her ser- 
mons for a long time, but this 
opera is her most elaborate effort. 
The last two Christmas seasons she 
put on a sacred opera called ‘Regem 
Adorat.’ 

With her new husband, who takes 
over the business end of the house, 
she intends to build a series of 
operas covering the dramatic back- 
ground of the Christian faith. Third, 
now in writing, is called ‘The Crim- 
son Rose.’ 

Mrs. McPherson herself does not 
play in the opera but is its m.c, 
giving an introductory talk, and 
covering the scene changes with 
comment. 

Lyrics, particularly ef the 
choruses, suggest the Negro spirit- 
ual in their strong use of simple 
repetition. The slaves’ choruses in 
the opening scene, for example, re- 
peat the phrase ‘Have mercy, Lord!’ 
45 times in succession, with its only 
interlude a series of moans and the 
mocking laughter of the taskmas- 
ters. 

Simple Buildup 

This simplification of ideas and 
economy of action is excellent for 
Mrs. McPherson’s object of deliv- 
ering her sermon, the repetition and 
music kneading the emotions to the 
necessary pliability, and the color- 
ful dressing of the religious show 
drawing the crowd and riveting its 
attention. 

Aimee Semple McPherson, who 
maybe the Spanish were predicting 
when they named this town for 
The Queen of the Angels, is in 
show business. Most of her follow- 
ers know it as well as she does, 


‘MALIBU’ PLAY ON 
HOLLYWOOD COLONY 


Joe Santley is back in legit as a 
producer-director-writer. He has a 
script called ‘Malibu,’ about the 
picture colony, which he wrote in 
conjunction with Adele Rogers St. 
John, and wants to produce in the 
near future, 

Santley will direct it. 


Landlord Financing 


One reason for spotting ‘Camels 
Are Coming’ at the small President 
is said to be that Joe Leoni, house 
owner, is part backer. 

Fred Gordon, owner of the New 
Yorker, is another realty backer In- 
terested in ‘Fast and Furious,’ col- 
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=| Bway Legit-Film House Back 


To Legit Possibly Par’s Criterion 


Another of Broadway's theatres 
devoted to pictures for years is due 
to return to the !egit. It is the Cri- 
terion, once a class dramatic house. 
It is owned by Paramount with the 
policy talker exploitation runs at $2 


top. It location at the northeast 
corner of Broadway at 44th street 
regarded as one of the best for ad 
purposes and limited capacity in- 
ducive to long runs, 

Film version of “The American 
Tragedy’ closed at the Criterion 
Sunday. There is no special fea- 
ture slated for the house. Legit 
bookings were sought, it is said. 
Understood the run of ‘Tragedy’ 
was clipped short to help out the 
release program. Dreiser tragedy 


is booked at the Paramount on 
Bway for two weeks. 

Show mentioned for the Criterion 
is “Peter Flies High’ at Washing- 
ton, last week. ‘Peter’ is the maid- 


en production effort of the new 
managerial firm of Leonard E. 
Bergman, Myron Fagen and Steve 
Jochran, billed as B. M. C. It is 


independennt and prefers an inde- 
pendent theatre such as the Crite- 
rion would be for legit. 

Another Broadway berth men- 
tioned for ‘Peter’ is the Gaiety, Er- 
langer house, back to legit from 
pictures. ‘Tempest in a Teapot’ 
was slated as the debut legit but 
has been called in for repairs. The 
third house back to legit from films 
is the Globe due to get ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle,’ latest Max Gordon produc- 
tion, next month (October). 


STOCK FIGHTS UNION 
AND NEARLY MELTS 


Schenectady, Sept. 21. 

Hudson, stock at Hudson theatre, 
came near folding Saturday, fol- 
lowing the abrupt departure from 
the city of Tommy Conway and 
Nick Kerry, the produé@ers' with 
Walter Ruth, local outdoor adver- 
tising man. After long conferences 
at which efforts were directed 
toward players taking over the com- 
pany for a week at least so as to 
get some salaries, matters were ad- 
justed, 

Conway and Kerry, on the unfair 
list with the L A. T. S. E., could 
not reach an agreement with the 
local here and non-union he!p went 
backstage when house opened two 
weeks ago. Union picketed the the- 
atre and conducted a house to 
house campaign against the com- 
pany. Business went very bad and 
Friday night Conway and Kerry de- 
parted for parts unknown. 

Fred J. Mundy, of New York, goes 
in as a partner with Ruth and 
Harry McKee, stage director under 
Conway and Kerry, becomes man- 
aging director in full charge. State- 
ment given out today indicates that 
settlement will be made with the 
stage hands union immediately and 
& union crew will go in the house. 
Company remains the same. 











WATCHING CASTERS 


Abuses Reported Causes Stricter 


Policing 





Severe policing of legit casters to 
avoid further contract-breaking dif- 
ficulties and other agency evils, is 
in view. Attempts will be made 
to cause a cessation of the abuses 
that are held partially responsible 
for eliminating personal representa- 
tion contracts until recently held-by 
over a dozen agents. 

Equity, it is understood, will 
strengthen its watch over its license 
holders. T. A. R. A., the placement 
makers organization, will ditto for 
its own seat holders. Extent to 
which Equity realizes all's not well 
in the agent front may have. been 
tipped when Frank Gilmore recent- 
ly declared Equity had learned 
plenty about the situation in the 
past 15 months. 


Many Scenes; More People 





E. F. Bostwick has placed in re- 
hearsal a play by Nan Bagby 
Stephens titled ‘Barbed Wire.’ It 
will have 94 people and 21 scenes. 

Company is headed by Leona Ho- 
Farth, Edward Shirley, Roberta 
seatty, Helen Strickland, Ira’ Hay- 





BLUMENTHAL AS BACKER 


is In With Brandt on Legit Plays 


New producing co., in which Wil- 





liam Brandt and A. C. Blumenthal 
ure the principals, will show ‘Soci- 
ety Girl’ by Chas Beahan. It’s said 


the firm will be called Thall Pro- 
ductions. 

Antoinette Perry may direct when 
finished with ‘Divorce Me, Dearie.’ 
It opened in Boston Monday. (21) 
and is headed for the Avon, N. Y. 
Mary Duncan is declared out as the 


lead. 


FUNNY SALES ANGLES 
TO ‘VANITIES’ TICKETS 


Ticket speculators holding out 
‘Vanities’ tickets for a price or hav- 
ing over-bought that show, ran into 
trouble last week when attempting 
last minute sidewalk selling in front 
of the Carroll theatre. Spotters 
hired by the manager were in- 
structed to tip the doorman. Some 
persons who bought on the walk 
were denied admittance to the the- 
atre, being told to get their money 
back from the spec. 

Several ads in the dailies stated 
that Carroll had arranged for the 
agency sale of ‘Vanities’ tickets at 
not more than 75c. advanee. That 
agreement is known only to apply 
to McBride’s and Postal-Leblang, 
the latter selling at 50c. over the 
box office price. That other 
agencies are paying a premium to 
the theatre for allottments ap- 
pears to be correct, but Carroll is 
insistent against sidewalk _ sales, 
even when tickets are offered at 
box office price or less after the cur- 
tain time. 





Sidewalk Sales 

The 12 weeks’ buy on the ‘Follies’ 
expired last week with Ziegfeld ask- 
ing for an extension of 20 weeks 
in most agencies. The buy now 
approximates that of ‘Scandals’ and 
‘Vanities,’ which is for 20 plus 12 
weeks, or 32 weeks in all. Final 12 
weeks permits a larger percentage 
on returns to the box office. 

Brokers bought liberally of ‘The 
Constant Sinner’ (Mae West) on an 
eight-week deal bul ‘walk sales’ 
after the premiere at the Royale 
were reported, prices being less than 
the regular price. 


Gilbert Miller’s 3 


‘Payment Deferred,’ the first of 
the new season productions by Gil- 
bert Miller, with the cast all-Eng- 
lish and the same as at the St. 
James, in London, opened Monday 
(21) in Wilmington, Del. After a 
two days’ stay it will come into 
New York for its premiere Thurs- 
day (24) at the Lyceum. Charles 
Laughton is the only actor given 
billing prominence. 

The second Miller production will 
be ‘Sex Fable’ It opens Oct. 12 in 
Washington with a New York open- 
ing set later. 

Third play will be ‘The Good 
Little Fairy’ with Helen Hayes. 
Miss Hayes is due in New York this 
week from the west coast. 


Franklin East to Listen 
To Radio in Goetz Show 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Closing Saturday (19) after three 
weeks in ‘Ada Beats the Drum’ at 
the El Capitan, Irene Franklin 
started east yesterday (20) for a 
role in Ray Goetz’s new show. 

Miss Franklin is flying by way of 
Lake Charles, La., where she stays 
a week with her husband, Jerry 
Jarnagin, who is taking a year’s 
rest treatment. 

Goetz show opens in Cleveland. 
It will be minus a chorus and has 
no orchestra in the pit. Music will 
emanate from radio on the stage. 


Victoria, B. C., Stock 


Seattle, Sept. 21. 
Playhouse, Victoria, B. C., ex- 
clusively pictures for six years, is 

now going exclusive living stage. 
Opens with Gray dramatic stock. 
Frank Sales is director. Company 
besides Gray has Ted Osborne, Ber- 
trand Sisters, Verne Layton, Phil 
Keefer, George Mack and Ruth All- 

















wood and Mildred McLeod. 


. 


bright. 





Cohan and Harris 





George Cohan and Sam 
Harris both closed Broadway 
shows Saturday night after 
brief runs and got together 
afterwards in Cohan’s apart- 
‘ment, to talk it over. 

Nothing said whether 
they'll revive the firm of Cohan 
and Harris so there'd only 
be the possibility of having 
to close one show in one week 
in these legit times. 











Sam Harris’ Line-Up for 
Season Has Names Set 
For Writers—Stager 


Sam H. Harris has practically 
laid out his program for the next 
year, with three big musicals in- 
cluded, one to be done with Max 
Gordon, Next Harris play to appear 


on Broadway will be ‘Eldorado,’ by 
Laurence Stallings, with George 
Kaufman directing. Piece was for- 
merly known as ‘The Miners Came 
in '49.° It opens at the Windsor, 
Bronx, Oct. 12. 

Harris will then get to work on 
either the Berlin-Hart musical, un- 
titled, or ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ musical 
by George Kaufman and Morris 
Ryskind. Berlin-Hart show was 
expected to be the first to go in, 
with a likelihood of Harris now 
switching to the latter. William 
Gaxton and Victor Moore will be 
in ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ with music writ- 
ten ty the Gershwin brothers. It 
has to do with a Presidential elec- 
tion. Lulu McConnell, Andrew 
Tombes and Jack Whiting are cast 
for the Berlin-Hart show. 

Another musical Harris has in 
mind, although not set, is by How- 
ard Dietz and Moss Hart, with 
tunes by Arthur Schwartz. If this 
piece goes through, it probably 
won't be before March or April and 
will be put on in conjunction with 
Gordon. 

Hassard Short is likely to do the 
staging of the Dietz-Hart piece as 
well as the Berlin-Hart show. 


GOLDEN’S SCHEDULE FOR 
SEASON; ONE MONTHLY 


John Golden is figuring on doing 
a play a month for the rest of the 
season. His next three are lined 
up. First will be the Rachel 
Crothers’ comedy, ‘Caught Wet.’ 
She is directing it. 

Frank Craven's play, untitled, will 
follow, in November. December 
will see ‘Savage Rhythm,’ Negro 
play by Norman Foster and Harry 
Hamilton. It’s said to be a very 
heavy melodrama, 

After that a likelihood is Ward 
Morehouse’s new play, if finished. 
Golden holds the rights to it. It's 
called ‘New York Town’ and will be 
a multiple scene play. 

‘After Tomorrow,’ Golden's first 
of the season and now at the Gold- 
en, New York, will go out on the 
Theatre Guild road time, probably 
as soon as the Crothers play is set. 


Winchell in Show 


Walter Winchell may do five min- 
utes in a Broadway musical this 
winter, 

Show is FE. Ray Goetz and Cole 
Porter’s ‘Star Dust,’ book musical in 
which Peggy Wood heads the cast. 











Atwater, Gen. Mer. 


Allan Atwater has been made 
general manager for Katherine Cor- 
nell Productions. He will have of- 
fices in the Belasco theatre, under 
lease to the company. 

Atwater was company manager of 
‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ 
now handled by Ray Henderson. 
John Donnelly is house manager at 
the Empire, where the show is in- 
definite, 





‘Reunion’ at Pittsburgh 


‘Reunion at Vienna,’ 
Sherwood, second Theatre Guild 
production of the season, will open 
in Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. At the Beck 
theatre, New York, Oct. 19. 

‘Reunion’ is being directed by 
Worthington Minor. it has a cast 
including Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fon- 
tanne, and Helen Westley. 


Aline Bernstein is making the 





sets 
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Experience Paying Off Hey Broun; 
Works for ‘The Works Unless and If 





NED WAYBURN BETTER 


Leaves Hospital For Sunapee, N. H. 


Summer Home 


Newport, N. H., Sept. 21. 

Ned Wayburn is back to his sum- 
mer home at Sunapee, near here. 
He is convalescent following two 
operations early in August. 

Wayburn was at the Claremont 
General Hospital. He will probably 
leave for New York around Oct. 1, 
to resume the operation of his 
dancing schools and continue his 
stage direction. 


LEGIT FIRM OFFERING 
SYNDICATED SERVICE 


First attempt made by an inde- 
pendent legit producing company to 
organize a national press service 
along the same lines developed by 
film producers will get into action 
next month. MacGowan and Reed 
are the producers. 

Two release types will go out. 
One will cover the entire Broadway 
field, other just the producers, own, 
with some papers refusing the for- 
mer mainly because they have syn- 
dicated criticisms. So far 24 dailies 
throughout the U. S. have accepted 
the full coverance columns. 

Stuff will be written by p. a.’s for 
individual firms embodied and sent 
out by Bernard Simon, MacG. & R.’s 
line grabber. Total number of 
dailies canvassed for the services 
was 82; 11 gave flat refusals; 24 
took the full field coverage and 
about the same number limited 
their acceptance to MacG. & R.’s 
individual releases, Answers are 
still coming in, with additional cir- 
culation expected. 

No charge is to be made for the 
space fillers. Producers figure it 
will cost them around $20 per week, 
or $1,000 annually. Column cover- 
ing Broadway will include. photos 
and mats. Service is going out 
thrice weekly. 


‘5-Star’ on Road 


‘Five Star Final,’ stage attraction, 
started rehearsals Monday with 
Arthur Byron again in the lead, It 
will open in Boston Oct. 12. There 
was a report that the show would 
not go out because of the current 
Warner picture, but the agreement 
with Warners stipulates the picture 
cannot be exhibited in Boston, Phil- 
adelphia and Chicago prior to Feb. 
1, 1932, nor shal] the film be ad- 
vertised in those cities. 

There was a negotiation to ad- 
vance the release date in the three 
keys but the deal was dropped. W. 
A. Brady handled the matter for A. 
H. Woods who produced the melo- 
drama on Broadway last season. 

Arthur Byron will head William 
A. Brady’s ‘Five Star Final’ road 
cast, Another recruit from the orig- 
inal troupe is Malcolm Douglass. 














Duffy’s Ex-Ass’t Takes 
M’gr’ship of Opposition 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Dick Marshall, creditor and for- 
mer associate of Henry Duffy who 
was recently forced to resign as 
manager of a road show before 
Duffy would book the show, is ap- 
pointed manager of the Hollywood 
Playhouse for the Ed Rowland- 
Arthur Hernandez super stock ven- 
ture. House was formerly operated 
by Duffy and will be his opposition 
in Hollywood. 

Opening Oct. 4 with May Robson 
in ‘Her Night Out,’ support includes 


Lillian Hermer, Thomas’ Brower, 
James Bush, Maurice Murphy, 
Frank Darien, Byron Alden, Louis 





by Robert | 





Tanno, Jane Morgan, Fred Trow- 
bridge, Dolores Brown, Violet La 
Plante, Myra Marsh and Jimmy 


Holmes. 


Godfrey Staging 
Vaughn Godfrey, dance 
who left the legit field for some 
time, is putting on the dances for 
the Shuberts’' ‘Good Companions’ 
show. 
It opens at the 
York, in October, 


director 


44th Street, New 


- 





After another disappointng week 
Heywood Broun’'s co-operati 
vue ‘Shoot the Works’ stagg 
the Cohan, New York, but con 
tinues. The obstinate prevalence of 
record hot days and nights coun- 


ve re. 
ered at 


tered the list of Visiting &uestg 
stars that included Al Jolson 
George Jessel, Sophie Tucker and 
Tex Guinan. Indications for this 


week were that there would be a 


material betterment, the weather 
having finally gone September 
Otherwise its the works for the 


‘Works.’ 

The gross was about $7,600 last 
week. With the house now in on 
percentage that meant an even 
break, including $40 each for the 
chorus, but nothing left for the 
principals, Therefore, Hey went to 
his jeans for $600 and gave each 
prncipal $50. They had received 
slightly more the previous week. 

Broun from the start has taken 
nothing for himself. Twice busi- 
ness was good and he got back some 
of the production cost. Then Hey 
put it back again, being that kind 
of guy. He is now in the red about 
five G's, but, as he says, he might 
have tossed that kind of sugar off 
in a couple of poker games. 

‘Works’ has provided Broun with 
a lot of experience both as to show 
business and not forgetting acting, 
He further argues with himself that 
considering all those things he real. 
ly hasn't taken it on the chin at 
all. And Hey hopes the show makes 
a real run of it because he doesn’t 
mind the footlights and it's quite 
some fun. 


LEGIT LOOKS LIVELIER 
IN ROCHESTER SEASON 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 21. 

Three legit ‘houses to bloom here 
this winter where only one active 
last season. The old Lyceum, for 
years the city’s only road show 
house, reopened with a_ two-day 
stay of ‘In the Best of Families.’ 
Company stopped off on its way to 
Chicago. Several weeks set for at 
least three-day runs and promise 
of fairly steady operation. 

Masonic Auditorium has Roland 
G. Edwards to put on stock plays 
and with hope of getting some road 
shows. If successful in subscripe- 
tions, stock might run all winter. 
George Kondolf, Jr., who operated 
spring stock, is definitely out as 
Masons thought plays picked were 
too spicy. 

Community Players again have 
scheduled eight plays to be put on 
by own members under direction of 
Robert Stevens. Community theatre 
seats 300, just about enough for 
members only. 


NEW PRODUCERS DISAGREE 


There's 








And as Usual When 


Trouble Around 


Split between Samuel Golden and 
David Boehm, organizers of the new 
legit Walker-Towne producing firm 
is reported, following disagreements 
between the two anda set-to Boehm 
shared with Walter Hart, young 
stage director. Golden and Boehm 
are new to the legit producing field, 
their first show ‘Sing High Sing 
Low,’ folding Saturday (19), after 
a tryout. 

Golden, a printer, who has angeled 
some shows, is said to have called 
the ‘Sing’ company on the stage of 
the Majestic where they were prac- 
ticing last week to tell them Boehm 
was through. Boehm, a writer, is 
reputed to have battled with Hart 
when the latter panned the show. 
Hart staged ‘Precedent,’ written by 
Golden's brother, and, which Gold- 
en is understood to have held back. 

‘Sing’ was booked for the Harris, 
New York, Monday (14), when it 
opened, Shuberts, stated insiders, 
cancelled all time. Plan is to ree 
vamp it, with a new staff, for ane 
other try. 

During production, it is said, 
usual funny things most new of 
ganization go through happened. 


the 


‘3 Girls’ in Denver 
Shuberts last week okayed the 
booking of ‘Three Little Girls’ for 


the Denver Exposition. Show will 
jump from Pittsburgh unless 4" 
other date is made. 

Show has been routed to the 
Coast. 
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Plenty of Money for New Musicals 
But Hit Drama or Comedy Absent 





New season has brought forth 
anticipated musical successes, but 
Broadway is waiting for new dra- 
matic and comedy hits. Half a 
dozen among the late August and 
September entrants have been taken 
off, with more of the fresh tries 
gure to follow. This week’s prem- 
jeres are expected to be much more 
promising than most of the earlier 
ghows. . 

‘Scandals’ is the newest musical 
nit, Its first week at the Apollo 
topped $46,000, aided by an $11 first 
night scale. ‘Vanities’ is the top 
money show by virtue of the Car- 


roll’s large capacity and the 10- 
performance schedule. ‘Follies’ and 
‘Band Wagon’ are standing up 


strongly against the newcomers, 
the grosses last week respectively 
being $44,000 and $40,000. 

Other Shows 

‘The Constant Sinner,’ at the 
Royale, had a fairly good first week, 
the Mae West affair being esti- 
mated at $14,000; ‘Singin’ The 
Blues’ has a chance at the Liberty; 
7 Love An Actress’ also a mid- 
week opening was panned at the 
Times Square; ‘Fast and Furious,’ 
a colored revue, was not sure of 
continuing at the New Yorker last 
night (Monday). 

‘Free For All,” Manhattan (Ham- 
merstein’s) ‘Friendship,’ Fulton and 
‘Just To Remind You,’ Broadhurst, 
all were yanked off Saturday, short 
livers. ‘Third Little Show’ leaves 
the Music Box for the road this 
week, The two-week revival of ‘The 
Merry Widow’ played to turnaway 
trade the last five nights. 

While last week and especially 
this week are lively with premieres, 
only three are definitely carded for 
next week: ‘House of Connolly,’ 
Beck; ‘Washington Heights,’ Elliott, 
and ‘The Good Companions,’ 44th 
Street. 


Estimates for Last Week 


(Symbols R—revue ; M—musical 
comedy; .D—drama; ,C—comedy; 
F—farce; O—operetta; Capacities 
and top prices also indicated.) 


‘After Tomorrow,’ John Golden 
(5th week) (CD-900-$3). Picked up 
Jast week despite some hot nights. 
Management encouraged. New third 
act, $6,500. 

Barretts of Wimpole St.’ Empire 
(34th week) (CD-1,099-$3.85). New 
arrivals in no way affect trade 
here; last week up to nearly $19,- 
300; only ‘Grand Hotel’ higher. 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ Morosco 
(4th week) (C-893-$3). Improved 
from Wednesday on and should live 
up to first indications; approxi- 
mated $10,000, 

‘Did | Say No,’ 48th St. (1st week) 

(C-969-$3). Presented independ- 
ently; written by Elizabeth Miele; 
opens tonight (22). 
_ “Fast and Furious,’ New Yorker 
(2nd week) (R-1,400-$3). Latest 
colored revue opened on _ torrid 
night; did not impress having 
favorable chances; slim business. 

‘Free For All,’ Manhattan. Off 
Saturday; two weeks; very little 
trade after first night. 

. Follies,’ Ziegfeld (13th week) (R- 
1,622-$5.50). Standing up strongly 
against new musicals and cinch 


Well into new season; $43,000 or 
more. 
‘Friendship,” Fulton. Another 


early casualty; 
three weeks. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ National (47th 
week) (D-1,164-$4.40). Hit by heat 
earlier in week but later stood up 
very well and again big $23,000. 

‘He, Guild (ist week) (CD-914- 
$3). Presented by Theatre Guild; 
authored by Alfred Savoir; opened 
last night. 

‘If | Were King,’ Ambassador (1st 
week) (CD-1,200-$3). Presented by 
Shuberts; Maurice Schwartz, Yid- 
dish star, in series of plays in Eng- 
lish; opens Wednesday (23). 

| Love An Actress,’ Times Square 
(2nd week) (C-1,057-$3.85). Got a 
bar break from reviewers and trade 
after mid-week opening not encour- 
aging. 

‘Just to Remind You,’ Broadhurst 
Off Saturday; two weeks. 

‘Ladies of Creation,’ Cort (3rd 
week) (C-1,048-$3). Producer do- 
ing plenty of plugging via extra 
Space ads; rewritten after opening; 
Climbed last week $3,000. 

‘Nikki,’ Longacre (1st week) (M- 
1,019-$3 85). Presented independ- 
ently (Harrison Hall); musical 
based on ‘Nikki and Her War 

liers’ stories; opens Friday (25). 

Payment Preferred,’ Lyceum (ist 

week) (D-957-$3). Presented by 
Gilbert Miller: English melodrama 
by J. E. F. Dell; all-British cast; 
opens Thursday (24). 
‘ Scandals,’ Apollo (2nd week) (R- 
168-$5.50), Capacity from start; 
With $11 first night ($10,000) first 
Week $46,000. 

‘Shoot the Works,’ Cohan (10th 
week) (R-,360-$3). Co-operative 
revue hit by hot wave again last 
nek: bit over $7,500; expected to 
Mprove. 


o,2ins High, Sing Low,’ Harris. 


off Saturday after 


PY “pa postponed; show back 
* ‘gi (rv-out for repairs. 
'ngin’ the Blues,’ Liberty (2d 


week) (D-1,202-$3). Colored mu- 
sical melodrama drew mostly fa- 


vorable notices; should make 
grade; fair after mid-week pre- 
miere; better line this week. 

‘The Breadwinner,’ Booth (ist 
week) (D-708-$3). Presented by 
Messmore Kendall; written by 


Somerset Maugham; 
(22). 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (17th week) (R-1,423-$5.50). 
Holds to excellent money and just 
as strong in agencies; last week 
slight climb to $40,000. 

‘The Constant Sinner,’ Royale (2a 


opens tonight 


week) (CD-1,118-$3). tated very 
raw; agencies bought plenty for 
eight weeks; first week not big 
but quite good at $13,500. 

‘Third Little Show,’ Music Box 
(17th week) (R-1,000-$5.50). Final 
week; revue goes to Buffalo and 


then Chicago; house dark until No- 
vember, probably getting ‘Eldorado’ 
then. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (5th week) 


(R-3,000-$3). Carroll show under- 
estimated; some matinees not 
crowded but nights capacity; first 
full week over $71,000; second over 
$69.000; last week figured around 
$65,000. 


Other Attractions 


‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ Erlanger; 
revival follows turnaway of ‘The 
Merry Widow’; opened Monday. 

‘People of the Hill,’ Princess; 
opens Friday (25). 

‘The Camels Are Coming,’ Presi- 
dent; something addef@ in Little 
theatre. 

‘O'd Man Murphy,’ Hudson; re- 
peat not so good in heat. 





Wynn Show in 
Philly Heat 
Does $16,000 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 


The two first shows of Philly’s 
1931-32 legit season had a tough 
weather break. Terrifically hot 
weather sent a lot of local people 
back to the shore. Some respite late 
in the week helped a lot but not 
enpugh. 

‘Twisting the Law’ was panned 
by all the reviewers and doesn’t 
stand much chance here. Jewish 
holidays at start helped some. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Ed Wynn’s 
new musical comedy, opening Mon- 
day (14), got a little better weather. 
Notices were generally good and 
show would ordinarily breeze into 
the 20 grand class without any 
trouble. 

This week finds four newcomers. 
Monday (21) has ‘Peter Flies High,’ 
presented by Leonard Bergman at 
the Broad with Glenn Hunter as 
star, and ‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ 
Shubert musical, at the Forrest. 

Tuesday, ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Max 
Gordon’s new musical, bows in at 
the Garrick, and on Saturday the 
Erlanger goes back to legit after 
nine months of darkness or pictures 
with Joe Cook’s ‘Fine and Dandy.’ 

The Walnut’s next is ‘Lean Har- 
vest,’ 28th, and the Chestnut re- 
opens as home of the Professional 
Players Oct. 5 with ‘House Beauti- 
ful.’ 

On the same date ‘Private Lives’ 
is scheduled for the Broad; ‘As Hus- 
bands Go,’ first Guild offering, at 
the Garrick; ‘Princess Charming’ at 
the Shubert, and ‘Meet My Sister’ at 
the Forrest. 


Estimates of the Week 

‘Peter Flies High’ (Broad, 1st 
week). Fairly good advance for 
new Myron Fagan comedy, In for 
two weeks). 

‘Fine and Dandy’ (Erlanger). 
Opens Saturday night for three 
weeks, strong interest here. House 
well booked for first half of sea- 
son, 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ (Garrick, ist 
week). Opening Tuesday (15th) on 
strength of sensational success of 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ and ‘Band Wagon’ 
here, much is expected of Max Gor- 
don show, two weeks only. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome’ (Forrest, 
ist week). On Monday and for three 





weeks. Advance fairly good. 
‘Laugh Parade’ (Shubert, 2d 
week). Ed Wynn show hit by heat, 


but with fairly good notices prob- 
ably hit $16,000. 

‘Twisting the Law’ (Walnut, 2d 
week). Opened Saturday (12th) 
panned by all the papers and prob- 
ably didn’t hit $7,500 in ten per- 
formances. 


——— 


Village Producers 
Shepard Traube, co-producer of 
‘Precedent’ and Max Sonino, casting 
agent, have joined for legit produc- 





tion. They have taken over the 
Provincetown theatre, Greenwich 
| Village. ; 

| First play will be ‘No More 


i Frontiers, by Talbot Jennings. 














Too Realistic 





It had to happen. 

A couple of muggs have dug 
up the idea of dressing like 
bums, ordering hoke material 
and calling themselves ‘The 
Variety Boys.’ 

Question of RKO time will 
come up next week after they 
play the Franklin, going in 
there second split of current 
week, 


JANE COWL’S ‘CAMILLE’ 
$32,000 IN 2 WKS, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 21. 














‘Greeks Had a Word for It’ fin- 
ished strong in its third week at the 
Geary, $14,000, one grand better 
than second week. ‘Camille’ eased 
off to $14,000 though the femmes 


had to be turned away at the Jane 
Cowl matinees. The Dumas piece 
will remain a third week. ‘Greeks’ 
folded Saturday (19) to make room 
for ‘The Nine O’Clock Revue’ open- 
ing tonight. 

‘Ladies All’ ended its second and 
final week at the Alcazar by clock- 


ing $5,300, which with the $7,000 
for the first week, will help to make 
|} up for losses on the road. Alcaza1 


went dark Saturday 
or more. 


Hope Crews at Columbia drew 
raves from critics and good $8,000, 
good, 


Estimates for Last Week 





‘Ladies All,’ Alcazar (2d, final 
week) (C-1,269; $1.50). Fair at 
$5,300. Perry Askam, Fern Andra 
and troupe open tonight (21) in 
Fulton, Oakland, for one week. Al- 
cazar dark week or longer. 

‘Silver Cord,’ Columbia (ist 
| we ek) (D-1,700; $2.50). Opened 


| strong, drawing raves from review- 
ers and good $8,000. 

‘Camille,’ Curran (24 week) (D- 
1,700; $2.50). Eased off $4,000 from 
first week’s figure, which was $18,- 
000, but did $14,000 with femmes 
flocking to mats. 


‘Greeks Had a Word for It,’ Geary 
(3d, final week) (C-1,600; $2.50. One 
grand better than second week, 
$14,000. Stopped Saturday (19). 
‘Nine O’Clock Revue’ first revue 
here since ‘Gay Paree’ two years 
ago, opens tonight. 


$4,500, Stock’s 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 

With break of heat wave, business 
jumped at Shubert for second week 
of Bainbridge dramatic _ stock, 
‘Those We Love’ grossing around 
$4,500, compared with $3,000 for 
preceding week. ‘Big Pond’ cur- 
rent. 

Stock burlesque going along at 
Gayety at a fair pace. ‘Big Fun 
Revue’ got around $3,500. No spe- 
cial attractions yet. 


Gross 





| the past, notably ‘America’s Sweet- 
j heart’ 





| 


| + 


(19) for a week | 4 


| 


Revival of ‘Silver Cord,’ by Laura | attraction Henry Duffy has had in 
i that house this year. 


nt | 


‘Cast Trouble’ Means Failure to Get 


Star to Act as Angel Come-On 





vv 


Pittsburgh Break-ins 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 
Taking a tip from the way pre- 


mieres 








have heen received here in 


the ‘Follies’ last 
new shows are looking 
first to Pittsburgh thei: 
spot. 

Nixon here is to get three of ’em 
in a row, with Ul- 
‘Social Re next Monday, 
and followed by Schwab & Mandel’s 
ast Wind’ and Guild’s ‘Reunion at 

} 


and 


produc ers of 


year, 


for tryout 


starting Lenore 


ric’s gister’ 


‘F 
Vienna.’ 





ONE OUT AND ONE IN | 
KEEPS L. A. WITH TWO 


Los Angeles Sept. 21, 


One of 


only two legit shows in | 
own, ‘Ada Beats the Drum,’ folded 
t the El Capitan after three lean 
weeks. About the poorest money 


Duffy and his 


wife, Dale Winter, opened Sunday 
in ‘Just Married.’ Piece got away 
to a good start with the Duffy fol- 


lowing rallying ’round the banner. 

‘On the Spot’ at the Belasco built 
up over last week about $500 to a 
total of $8,000. Less than the aver- 
age take for L. A.’s ace house, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ada Beats the Drum,’ El Capitan 
(3d, final week) (C-1,571-$1.50). 
With Irene Franklin and Burton 
Churchill, piece failed to draw and 
folded to $4,100. ‘Just Married’ 
opened Sunday. 

‘On the Spot,’ Belasco (4th week) 
(CD-1,103-$2.50). Only fair at $8,- 
000, but better than the previous 
week, 


Opposition Subscription 














Plays Open Same Nite 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

Looks like local society mob is 
going to be up a tree next month 
when Shubert-backed subscription 
season at the Alvin and Theatre 
Guild season at the Nixon get under 
way simultaneously. Date is Oct. 
12, with ‘Mrs. Moonlight’ at the Al- 
vin and ‘Reunion at Vienna’ for 
Nixon. 

Opening night is the big splash 
here for the snooty crowd. Missing 
a Lunt-Fontanne first night is next 
to committing suicide in Pitts- 
burgh’s ‘400.’ 











13 Shows in Loop by Oct. 5 





4 Musicals Bunched — Shorter Stays This 
Year Anticipated 





Chicago, Sept. 21. 


Legit managers are scanning the 
heavy parade of shows on the way 
and wondering whether happy days 
are here again. They must be here, 
the boys figure, or the Shuberts 
wouldn’t spot in three musicals 
within two weeks of one another. 
An Erlanger entry will make it four. 
In normal times, the managers 
opine, it’s tough enough to keep two 
girlie extravaganzas going above 
the even mark in the Loop. Revised 
incoming lineup assures a total of 
13 shows on tap by and including 
Oct. 3, a matter of four weeks 
ahead of that time last season. 

Weather took a cooling turn 
Tuesday, and the box-office take 
shifted nicely in the opposite di- 
rection for almost all concerned 
‘Green Pastures’ scooped them in to 
absolute capacity, ringing up a solid 
27,000 for the previous week’s nine 
performances. 

‘Stepping Sisters’ topped off a 26- 
week run at the Blackstone Satur- 
day (19) to a modest purse of 
around four grand. Comedy takes 
to the road, with Milwaukee, St. 
Paul and Minneapolis the first stops. 
House stays dark until the Walker 
Whiteside latest, ‘Surf,’ lights in 
from the west coast. May be any 
day from Oct. 1 to 5th, inclusive. 

Chilly breezes helped jack up the 
‘Salt Water’ net at the Playhouse a 
little better than half a grand, with 
‘A Modern Virgin’ coming in for a 
similar pickup. 

‘In the Best of Families’ moved 
into the Apollo Saturday (19) for a 
| two-week sojourn. Shuberts are 
| figuring on keeping it in town be- 
j yond that period, if the fortnightly 








business warrants. Transfer will 
be to the Princess on the cut-rate 
plan, although the show is playing 
to a straight $2.50 top for the double 
stanza. An unfolding tonight (21) 
brought ‘Unexpected Husband’ into 
the Adelphi on a two-for-one basis 
from scratch, 

No other entries until next Mon- 
day (28), when ‘The Silent Witness’ 
steps into the Selwyn and ‘You Said 
It’ unlimbers at the Grand. October 
4 ushers ‘Private Lives’ into the Er- 
langer, and ‘Girl Crazy’ into the 
Garrick. The following day three 
more open—‘Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo; 
‘Third Little Show,’ Creat Northern, 
and ‘The Venetian,’ Harris. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘A Modern Virgin,’ Garrick (5th 
week) (C-1,997; $2.50). Recovered 
moderately with the mercury slide, 
but still unsatisfactory at around 
$8,500. Spotted to held on anyway 
until Oct. 4, when ‘Girl Crazy’ en- 
ters. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (2d 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Solid take of 
$27,000 an imposing figure at scale. 
Selling well through October. 

‘In the Best of Families,’ Apollo 
(opened Saturday) (C-1,443; $2.50). 
No mazda names in the cast. Lim- 
ited to two weeks here. 

‘Salt Water,’ Playhouse (2d week) 
(C-603; $3). Reported a boost to 
$4,500 last week. Party angle help- 
ing the build. 

‘Stepping Sisters,” Blackstone 
(26th and final week) (C-,1984; $2,- 
50). Scrammed Saturday (19) with 
the season’s champ run and cut- 
rate record. Got around $4,000 on 





‘ 


Recently there has been a general 
outburst of alleged casting difficul- 
ties among legit producers. Shows 
have been delayed, indefinitely post- 


poned or called off, with casting 
problems said to be the reason, 
Most of these problems are tne 
bunk. 


What a good many producers aré 
doing casting plays on the va- 
guest of hopes and with the idea of 
promoting plays by signing people 
up for it. A producer gets a script, 
pays a small advance on it, then 
tries getting together a good come- 
pany with a special attempt to get 
names or get a star that will pro- 


is 


| mote the play for him. For instance 


if an Ulric, and Alice Brady or Ju- 
dith Anderson can be obtained as @ 
lead, the chances are that some one 
will come in on the play as backer 
for the producer. 

Due to such schemes, never before 
has there been so much lost motion 
in the theatre, so many actors being 
called up for and definitely cast for 
plays that are never to be produced. 
Attempts even made to get 
stars for plays that have no Sstar- 


are 


ring parts. As most of these 
schemes have fallen through, the 
plays are called off, with casting 
difficulties given as the stumbling 
block, 

One producer started a musical 


play, got pretty good men to write 
the book and score, with the idea 
of getting a big name for lead to 


put the show over for him. When 
he couldn’t get his star, he called 
the play off because he couldn’t 
cast. The same thing has occurred 
in several cases with dramatic 
plays. 


Lack of funds or vague and airy 
promotion schemes are actually 


back of the alleged casting difficul- , 


ties. Actors are being made the 
goats. One producer engaged an en- 
tire and fine company 


make headway with his scheme. A 
two week salary clause was in the 
contract which he will have to pay, 
if he doesn’t succeed in getting 
someone else to take over the show 
as he is trying to do. 





Light Opera Promotion 
Qn Coast Has Its Ideas 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

A light opera company which has 
ambitions of tieing in the whole 
country is being promoted with the 
help of civic backers by Frank M. 
Rainger and W. T. Wyatt. 

Municipalities Light Opera Asso., 
as it’s called, looks upon itself as 
the parent organization of a whole 








group of companies in important 
cities, with connections down to the 
smallest spot having a vacant 
shooting gallery. 

Confining itself to Southern Cali- 
fornia for the present, the group 
will sponsor one or more musical 
amateur productions annually in 
each of as many towns as want to 
try the scheme. Only benefit to the 
Association, according to Rainger 


land Wyatt, is the prestige built up 


for the parent organization and the 
training of players which the Asso- 
ciation can later take into its own 
company, as professionals. 

Present set-up calls for 250 civic 
backers to put up loan of $100 each, 
or $25,000 in all, to bankroll a local 
season of nine light operas as a 
starter. 

Wilshire-Ebell theatre, in the 
swank Wilshire district here, will 
open around Nov. 1 with ‘Vaga- 
bond King.’ 


Kids in Play 


Arthur Hopkins will probably have 
the youngest B’way cast on record 
for his second show, now titled ‘Run, 
30y, Run.’ Albert Bein is the au- 
thor, story dealing with a boys’ re- 
formatory and about 30 kids ex- 
pected in the cast. 

Show previously had the tag ‘Road 
Out of Hell.’ 








Agent’s Play 


Joe Wright is another vaude 
agent to turn to legit, as playwright 
and producer. He'll show ‘South 
Sea Love,’ getting into action in 





the fadeout. House dark until the | 
Walker Whiteside arrival, 


October. 
Al Britton co-authored, 
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Moscow Season of Many Comedies; 


Coal Mining 


as Soviet Thriller 


By Eugene Lyons 





2 


Moscow, Sept. 12. 
One by one the Moscow theatres 
are opening their new season after 


their summer vacations — mostly 
spent in working in the provinces. 
If advance announcements are any 
indication the Soviet capital is in 
for an interesting and controversial 
year. A batch of novelties are re- 
vealed by various theatres which 
will certainly be fuel for the fires 


of Russian disputation. In several 
instances these novelties are mod- 
ernized and Sovietized versions of 
old plays. For instance: 

Bolshevik interpretation of ‘Ham- 
let,’ which has long been promised 
by Vakhtangoff theatre, seems 
ready for release to anxious public. 

Dramatized version of Gogol's 
‘Dead Souls,’ to be put on by the 
Moscow Art theatre. 

First play written by Maxim 
Gorki since his now classic ‘Lower 
Depths,’ scheduled for the Vakhtan- 
gov theatre, and sure to become a 
center of public attention. 

Gorki has become almost a press 
agent for the Soviet regime, hob- 
nobs with Stalin and holds the un- 
official post of grand mogul of 
Soviet literature. His new play will 
probably be called ‘Igor Bulichev 
and Others.’ It deals with the pre- 
revolutionary Russian intelligentsia. 

Anti-religious musical comedy 
has. been written by the poet Lau- 
reate of the Soviet press, Demian 
Diedny; his first attempt at thea- 
tre. 

Comedy Transi!ated 


Another comedy by Valentine 
Kataev, author of ‘Squaring the 
Circle,’ which has become a sort of 
permanent fixture of Moscow the- 
atre. New comedy title ‘Millions of 
Tortures’ and produced by Korsh 
theatre. American rights to the 
new piece have been acquired by 
Charles Malamuth, who is translat- 
ing it and will be handled by liter- 
ary agent David Hampton, 509 Mad- 
ison avenue, New York. ~ English- 
speaking rights to the authorized 
version of ‘Squaring the Circle’ be- 
long to Eugene Lyons and Charles 
Malamuth. 

Press boasts that theatrical rep- 
ertory has been completely Soviet- 
ized. What it means is that with 
few exceptions the plays scheduled 
for the new season deal with the 
self-same subjects as the press it- 
self, i.e., drive for more production, 
five-year plan, danger of capitalist 
intervention, etc. 

A number of plays will concern 
themselves with coal production in 
the Donetz basin—not a very thrill- 
ing subject to outsiders, but to 
Soviet people as exciting as a prize 
fight. ‘Task of Honor,’ by Miki- 
tenko, Ukrainian playsmith, sched- 
uled for the Second Moscow Art 
Theatre, is one of them. ‘Fifth 
Horizon,’ by the Jewish writer, 
Peretz Markish, is another, and will 
see the light in the Vakhtangov. 


More Soviet 


Another batch deals with Soviet 
relations with the outside world and 
the necessity for national defense. 
It includes ‘Tomorrow,’ a scare piece 
about invertion by N. Ratvitch, 
booked for the Second Moscow Art, 
and ‘Unknown Soldier,’ by Pervo- 
maisky, in the Kamerny theatre, 

Stanslavsky’s Moscow Art Thea- 
tre is still target for patriotic Societ 
brickbats. Hard as the theatre has 
tried to live up to the new condi- 
tions, it is still bawled out as too 
conservative, too classic and cut off 
from the new socialist life. 

Last season it made an exception- 
ally fine staging of a play called 
‘Bread,’ by Kirshon, It must have 
hurt them to do it; the play, though 
technically well constructed, being 
such outright machine-made propa- 
ganda. But that is not enough. 
Punning on the title, critics say 
that Stanislavsky’s theatre ‘cannot 
live by “Bread” alone in the third 
decisive year of the five-year plan.’ 

So the theatre hastened to ac- 
quire another piece acceptable to 
orthodox Soviet politicians, namely 
‘Fear,’ by Anfinogenyev. 

All Russian theatres are reper- 
tory. The new pieces will be alter- 


London Show World 





London, Sept. 11. 
Event of the week in theatrical 
circles was the ‘Grand Hotel,} open- 
ing at the Adelphi after a number 
of postponements. 
Show scored a big ovation from 
one of the most fashionable audi- 
ences at a theatre in months, in- 
cluding half the gossipers and sob- 
bies of the London press, most of 
whom these days seem to own titles 
of their own. 
Acting hit was generally reckoned 
to be scored by Miramova, giving a 
fine performance in the Pavlova- 
like part. 
All the celebs, near-celebs and 
chisellers were there, along with 
some real guys. 


Just Aims 

Capek’s ‘The Necropolis Secret’ 
was revived at the Embassy for a 
Sunday night performance last 
week. Aces with the near-high- 
brows and the aspiring intellectuals 
who followed its generally boring 
development, 

It’s the sort of thing which aims 
at being arty. 

Aims is the word. 


——_—_— 


Grosses 


This 50-50 business is getting the 
limit. Not content with inundat- 
ing film theatrés with revues and 
vaude acts, some are even going 
opera, 

There’s no doubt the Leicester 
Square is putting itself on the map 
with the Jack Hulbert stage shows. 
Last Saturday, opening day of 
‘Common Law’ with the stage show 
in support, house took $3,000 on the 
afternoon and evening, easily house 
record, following it with $2,500 on 
the Sunday. 

Now the Forum, classy Kensing- 
ton house, is doing the opera busi- 
ness, as a result of the success 
achieved with ‘Pagliacci’ at the 
Davis theatre, Croydon, 

Opera is the same. Coming out 
next week, with ‘New Moon’ as the 
film half of the bill. 





Black Gagging 

In an interview with Swaffer, 
George Black, who ruies the Pal- 
ladium, said 80% of his American 
importations were successful. 
To quote Black: ‘80% of the 
American acts have been successes, 
10% mediocre and the remainder 
unsuited to this country. Where 
acts have been unsuitable it’s usu- 
ally due to humor, American troup- 
ers being notoriously bluer in their 
material than the English.’ 

Last remark is surely a gag, as 
the native mummers are invariably 
on the censoring spots. 





Americans Laying Off 

Two Americans over here sitting 
pretty are Polly Walker and Nick 
Long, both getting paid for not 
working. 

Both were brought over by Joe 
Sacks for the Ziegfeld show ‘Smiles,’ 
but money trouble resulted in de- 
lay, with scenery from the States 
still overdue. 

Long is likely to have a fling at 
vaudeville, opening at the Pal- 
ladium in a couple of weeks, 





Notices for Gina Malo 

Two shows just opened out of 
town, prior to West End presenta- 
tion, are ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ 
and ‘Viktoria and Her Hussar,’ first 
by Daniel Meyer and Robert Mac- 
donald and the second by Sir Al- 
fred Butt. 

Consensus of out-town critics 
gives ‘Frenchmen’ no chance at all 
but suggests a fairly good run for 
‘Viktoria. Last named has Gina 
Malo, American, who grabbed all 
the notices, 


WB’s English Co. 

Warner and First National Pro- 
ductions is the registered title of 
the Warner and F. N. British film 
producing unit, with studios at 
Teddington, 

Their first is to be ‘Murder on the 
Second Floor,’ with Roland Per- 
tree contracted to write the dialog 
and adaptation. 





Exclusive Joint 

Leslie Hutchinson, for many 
years with Charles Cochran revues, 
and popular nite dive entertainer, 
now running his own band of nine 
at the Empress Rooms. It's a 
Lyons’ joint kept exclusive by the 
management and a fad of one of 
the directors. 

Once Nightly Shows 

Sir Oswald Stoll has the once 
nightly bug very badly and prefers 
playing shows at his theatres in 
preference to anything else, 

Not being able to get once nightly 
touring shows he is producing his 
own. He has just staged revivals of 
the ‘Quaker Girl’ and ‘Monsieur 





nated with old favorites, 


Beaucaire,’ 


America Abroad 





(Continued from page 14) 


saying that Metro doesn’t need 
Continental production, even be- 
yond fearing it may lead to inferior 
product. 

’We have been getting pretty good 
returns thus far on our dubbed 
product,’ said Loew. ‘We feel we 
can build that market up even more. 
That is not only cheaper than mak- 
ing direct shot films, but more prac- 
tical. It allows us to plug our stars 
in Europe, which is important, 
since we feel that a Garbo or a 
Beery is a bigger draw than any 
local stars that can be obtained. 
‘England is a different’ story, 
largely because of the quota situ- 
ation. If British International can 
turn out for us some acceptable 
films we can handle them, and it 
will settle our problem. If not, we'll 
find some other way out. But it 
isn’t likely to be production in 
Paris or Berlin. Our dubbed pic- 
tures are turning out too well.’ 
Radio feels more or less the same 
way, although no definite statement 
is obtainable from execs on the 


situation. Considerable doubt of 
the European market exists at 
Radio because of the two talkers 


turned out for it by Basil Dean in 
London thus far having failed to 
come up to expectations. Radio fig- 
ures on waiting before going any 
further. Meantime its London unit 
is continuing as at present. 
Universal was the first major 
American company to arrange for 
European version manufacture in 
Europe and by Huropeans through 
production contracts. U_sifigures 
that after trying this system for the 
past year and a half it has proved 
worth while. 

Warners also made a number of 
films in Berlin and London and then 
seemed to cool. Acquisition of the 
London studio marks headquarters 
for WB's foreign output. 





But 2 Bad Plays in 8 New English 





Shows; One Gertrude Lawrence's 


Cines Co.’s 2 


Rome, Sept. 10. 

Cines Company has announced 
the completion of the ‘Victory of 
Pyhrrus,’ under the direction of 
Gennaro Roghelli; starring the 
famous Italian actor, Armando 
Falconi, and the well known diva, 
Maria Giaccobini. 

Another is based on a Venetian 
comedy, illustrating types and cos- 
tumes of 100 years ago. It still 
lacks a title. 





Comedian Not Following 
Script, Author’s Charge 


Prague, Sept. 12. 

A lively conflict has arisen be- 
tween Max Pallenberg, Berlin com- 
edian now in Prague in ‘The Good 
Soldier Svejk’ and the co-authors, 
Dr. Max Brod and Reimann of the 
dramatic version of Hasek’s amus- 
ing book. 

In a published communication Dr, 
Brod charges Pailenberg is not 
faithfully doing the authorized text 
of the comedy, but on the contrary 
speaks sentences entirely inar- 
tistic and not faithfully reproducing 
the language and figure of the 
highly amusing Czech warrior the 
good soldier Svejk. 

As Pallenberg is abusing the 
rights of the writers of the Svejk 
comedy, Dr. Brod inorder to ex- 
press his emphatic protest, declares 
that he will refuse to draw the rev- 
enues that he may receive from the 
play, but turn over the’ money which 
may come to him, to aid the unem- 
ployed of Prague and of Rothau in 
North Bohemia. 





European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 





come through flawlessly. 


the visit was over. 
It remained for two outsiders, 


home easy winners. 


Paris “New York Herald.” 


pal. 


a little sleepy. 


if you can.’ 


leave so soon, 


preme Court. 


‘Davidson?’ he cracked. ‘Great. 
Another the English liked 
photograph Your Honor?’ 


out in men’s athletic underpants. 





so pretty. 


Order is to let his copy run as written. 


Abroad, Sept. 12. 


An ex-song writer from Tin-Pan Alley in New York and a picture 
star from the Pacific coast have been on display in Paris, 


Both have 


Visits of this sort, with publicity going completely beyond the con- 
trol of the crystallizers, usually produce a flaw if there is any, in the 
characters of the big shots on display. 

Not one of the native-born Europeans who has come back from 
America well heeled and famous has been able to go through the ballyhoo 
routine of London, Paris, Vienna and the Riviera without the bally 
going to his head, and everybody, including himself, going sour before 
The kickbacks were terrific. 

Jimmy Walker and Jeanette Mc- 
Donald to show that the thing can be done. 
start against her; the other with an even break. And they both cantered 


One went in with a framed 





Relapse 
One of the few real cards abroad is Sparrow Robertson, weather- 
beaten bozo who used to measure running tracks, start races ang hold 
purses at home, but who now runs a sport’s gossip column for the 


Everybody is Sparrow's old 


His mission seems to be to sit up nights with old pals so they 
can catch the boat trains for Cherbourg on time in the morning. 

Though no kid himself, Sparrow's vitality seems enormous. 
three all-night sessions in a row he will let out a crack about feeling 


After 





Sparrow’s Pals 


When Jimmy Walker hit town Larry Hills, Sparrow’s boss, button- 
holed the sixth of the Singer Midgets and said, ‘now try to be dignified, 
Sparrow. Remember, after all, Jimmy is now Mayor of the largest city 
in the world, So soft-pedal that ‘old boy’ and ‘old pal Jimmy’ stuff 


Sparrow did his best. He wrote two paragraphs on the "Mayor James 
J. Walker’ thing and then, like a schoolboy released, went into a spiel 
about some dame whom he calls the ‘Green Corn Queen’ and an ear- 
eating party she was pulling off for the more antique exiles. 

d The next day with Sparrow's temperature and penmanship back to 
normal, he was referring to Hizzoner as our dear old pal Jimmy and 
before the day’s grind was over, remarked: 

‘Our old and endeared Pal Jack Curley returned to Paris yesterday 
after taking the cure at Wiesbaden, and he and his good missus will 
sail for America on the Ile-de-France today. We hate to lose Jack so 
soon, but it is a case of business before pleasure, so there you are! 
They never came better than our old pal Jack and I hate to have him 


‘By the way, Jack told me that our old friend Morris Rose would 

like to get in touch with Judge William Collins, of the New York Su- 

And Sparrow, please make mention in your wonderful 

column that Mr. Rose would like to get in touch with the judge and 
I think a location will be made thereby,’ 





Jimmy’s Crackers 
Best walkerism of mayorial runaround was his remark about Jo David- 
son who sculped our Duke of New York’s dome in Paree. 
Best chiseler I ever met’ 


was when a plate-pest asked, ‘May I 
and got back, ‘If you can find it!’ r 





Lido’s Legacy 


Lido, Venice, which introed pajamas for day wear only to have Juan 
les Pajamas steal the gag and grab all the credit, is now 


trying dame« 


Femmes in these shorts look like the Harvard trac 
, rk ~ Pee i =. were nt 


r 





London, Sept. 21, 

London's new legit season got 
under way this week with eight 
openings. Three are warmed-over 
versions. Only two bad plays in the 
lot, but one of these has Gertrude 
Lawrence starring, which may help 
it run long enough to get back itg 
production money, 

Acting seemed to be uppermost in 
all the plays, with the writing fall. 
ing down. 

‘Viktoria’ 

‘Viktoria and Her Hussars’ bowed 
in at the Palace to a good reception 
by an enthusiastic first-nicht audi- 
ence. It marks Sir Alfred Butt's 
return to show business since re. 
tiring from the Drury Lane about a 
year ago. 

Play has a dull first act, splendid 
central stanza and lets down again 
the third. Cast of principals is the 
most international ever assembled 
for London, including Harry Welch. 
man, English; Oskar Denes, Hun- 
garian; Barbara Diu, Russian, and 
Margaret Carlisle and Gina 
Americans. All scored nicely, 

Show is minus a real song hit, 
but contains more comedy than 
generally found in this style. It's 
lavishly produced. With Viennese 
shows currently fashionable in Lon- 
don, it looks to be good for a five. 
month run, although unlikely to be 
a big money-maker. 

One thing that will help is that 
Butt has a 10-week deal with the 
ticket brokers. 


‘Scarborough’ 

Barry Jackson has revived Sher- 
idan’s ‘Trip to Scarborough’ at the 
St. James. Moderately received, 
mainly because of Ernest Thesin- 
ger’s brilliant acting. Looks like a 
month on the novelty value. 


‘Twelve Thousand’ 

‘Twelve Thousand’ at the Em- 
bassy theatre is a drama translated 
from the German and is based on 
the sale of Hessian troops to the 
British to fight the Americans dur- 
ing the revolution. Well acted and 
well received, but piece needs tight- 
ening up and better stage direction 
before it can become a West End 
possibility. 

‘Off the Map’ 

‘Off the Map’ at the Little is a 
tin-ear melodrama by Herbert 
Jones. Scored mainly on strength 
of the acting by a fine cast. Action 
is creaky and general development 
is mainly along lyceum lines. Looks 
good for a limited run. 


‘Folly Wiser’ 

‘Folly to Be Wiser’ at the Picca- 
dilly is a second edition of ‘Folly 
to Be Wise’ and scored with a warm 
reception. It embodies too much of 
the original material to succeed. 
Cicely Courtneidge is brilliant, with 
th. rest of the cast but mild. 

Revue lacks good numbers and 
looks like 10 weeks at the most, and 
that on Miss Courtneidge’s rep. 
Lengthy number in the show has 
some Blatterphone talker tests, 
which is novel but unsuitable for 
West End audiences. 


‘2 From 1° | 

‘Take Two From One’ at the Hay 
market proved to be an unnecessary 
translation by Granville Barker 
from the Spanish, It’s bad farce 
about accidental bigamy, capably 
acted by Gertrude Lawrence and 
Nicholas Hannen, with a lengthy 
supporting cast. Just tedious, with 
a hopeless first act and a ridiculous 
ending. 

Looks like a month at the most 
through the Lawrence fans. Got @ 
mild reception, with Miss Lawrence 
getting raves as usual. 

‘The Painted Veil’ 

‘The Painted Veil,’ adapted by 
Bartlett Cormack from the Somef- 
set Maugham novel, opened Sature 
day evening at the Playhouse 
Plainly the producer staged th® 
work with an eye on New York. 

Piece is a rather unconvincing 
affair dealing with self-sacrifice and 
incidental adultery and is made tol- 
erable by the splendid acting of the 
company. Especially brilliant are 
Lewis Casson and Martin Walker, 
also Gladys Cooper, who is the stat. 
Local forecast is fer a two-month 
run, based largely on the Cooper 
following. 

‘Old Bachelor’ 

Congreve’s 16th Century comedy 
‘The Old Bachelor’ was revived at 
the Lyric Hammerstein and loyally 


Malo, 





received. It will have a limited rum 
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London Legits in Good Shape: 
‘Crocus’ Capacity at $12,000: 
Also “Midshipmaid—Folly’ 0.K.' 
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London, Sept. 21. 

West. End theatres are doing 
splendidly now, With things actually 
Jooking bright for the future. Man- 
agements contemplating | new pro- 
ductions for the fall are in a dilem- 
ma due to encountering an acute 
ghortage of principals. 

Quite a number of shows are 
reaching good figures, with surpris- 
ingly few complaints about business 
anywhere. 

Estimated Grosses 

Adelphi— ‘Grand Hotel.’ Very 
profitable to an average $18,000. 

Aldwych—‘Turkey Time.’ About 
$7,000; low figure attributable to 
Tom Walls’ absence from cast. 

" Alhambra—‘Waltzes from Vienna.’ 
One of the leading hits at $28,000; 
very profitable. 

Apollo—‘Queer Fish.’ 
around $4,000. 

Coliseum — ‘White Horse _ Inn.’ 
Still heads the musical field on a 
steady $35,000; easily good for an- 
other six months. 

Criterion—‘The Naughty Nineties.’ 
Good at $7,000. 

Daly’s—‘Geisha Girl.” At $5,000 
represents stop-gap for a fortnight; 
revival of ‘Country Girl’ follows. 

Duke of York’s—‘London Wall.’ 
Vacating shortly at $4,000 gait. 

Gaiety—‘Nina Rosa.’ Getting an 
even break, $6,500. 

Garrick-—‘Life Machine.” Splen- 
did profits at $9,000; produced in 
America as ‘Machinal.’ 

Globe — ‘Improper Duchess.’ 
Slightly down at $7,000, but profit- 
able. 

Haymarket—‘Stand Up and Sing.’ 


Lingering 


Splitting even at something under 
$15,000; may pick up with Jack 
Buchanan's return from vacation, 
but not much; pretty well ex- 
hausted. 

His Majesty’s— ‘Good Compan- 
fons.’ Still in the money around 
$13,000. 

Little—‘Off the Map.’ Hardly 
worthwhile at $3,500. 

Lyceum—‘The Ringer. Revival 


holding up splendidly, about $10,000. 

Lyric—‘Autumn Crocus.’ About 
$12,000, practically capacity. 

Phoenix — ‘Late Night Final.’ 
Louis Weitzenkorn’s play now 
dwindling to around $6,500, an even 
break; likely to fold shortly. 

Piccadilly—‘Folly to Be Wiser.’ 
Second edition of revue clicking for 
around $13,000; makes it look like a 
Tun, 

Queen’s — ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street.’ Still getting $9,000 after a 
year’s run. 

Royalty—‘Black Magic.’ Insignifi- 
cant and under $4,000. 

Saint James—‘Trip to Scarbor- 
ough.’ Sheridan revival seems use- 
less at around $3,000. 

Saint Martin’s—‘Young Idea.’ Re- 
vival is making money on $6,500. 

avoy—'Silver Fox.’ Galsworthy’s 
revival okay with an inexpensive 
cast; about $5,500. 





Shaftesbury—‘Midshipmaid.’ Ca- 
pacity for about $11,500. 
Strand —‘Counsel’s Opinion.’ 


Three-quarters capacity near $8,000. 


Whitehall — ‘Take a Chance.’ 
About $7,000, holding even. 
yndham’s — ‘Frightened Lady.’ 


Latest Edgar Wallace thriller doing 
splendidly; about $10,000. 





London Cabaret Revival 


London, Sept. 21. 
Mayfair hotel! is figuring on re- 
Viving ‘Midnight Follies, revuette, 
Produced five years ago at the Met- 
ropole hotel and successful for sev- 
¥ral seasons. 





Show will be staged by Francis | 
Mangan in early October, including | 
nn Ambrose orchestra and the! 

aza Tiller girls. Several names 


will be selected to give it a fillip 
With the show then doubling into 
the local Paramount houses. This | 
may lead to a cabaret floor show 
TeViyal. | 
Singers in Geneva | 

Geneva, Sept. 21. 
Partie Tokatyan and adam | 
une, Metropolitan stars from 


net and Maria Olszewka, of | 

the to Opera, are here with | 

retreat sg Opera, 

eae 2 is a special League at 
nS Festival. 





| rrosses, 


KNEPLER GIVES UP 


Agent Quits 
Loss of $50,000 


Vienna Business— 





Vienna, Sept. 21. 
Hugo Knepler, owner of Vienna’s 
greatest concert agency, has liqui- 
dated his enterprise, 
of $50,000. 


Knepler’s 


showing a loss 


difficulties are trace- 
able not only to the bad condition 
of show biz here, but to the decline 


of the mark. 


TOP BRITISH AIR TEAM 
SPLIT OVER STICKS 


London, Sept. 21. 


Alexander and Mose (James 
Carew and Billy Sennett) have 
split, 


They made the biggest name ever 
achieved on the British air, then 
started touring in vaude. 

Reason for the _ break, 
friendly, is that Carew 
anxious to tour the sticks, 
ing the film studios 
him. 

Bennett remains as a single, with 
possibility of his finding a new 
partner. 


quite 
is not 
claim- 
would forget 


Tauber’s Film Co. Loses 
Star Tauber—No Money 


Berlin, Sept. 21. 

Richard Tauber, Germany’s most 
prominent tenor, has cancelled his 
contract with his own film company 
because of failure to meet obliga- 
tions. Tauber had been waiting for 
two weeks to begin work on an- 
other film, with the company not 
having cash enough to get started. 

Situation is a surprise. Tauber 
films have been easy sellers and 
have done well financially. Manfred 
Liebenau, manager of the Tauber 
Film Co., is resigning as an after- 
math, 

Tauber goes to America next week 
to take up his New York concert 
contract, arranged several months 
ago. First concert will be in Car- 
negie Hall, New York, Oct. 28, with 
11 more to follow on tour. 


Holland’s Foreign Plays 


The Hague, Sept. 21. 

Notwithstanding the trade slump, 
Holland's legit season is now in full 
swing. Hofstadtooneel announces 
premieres of many plays from the 
French, Spanish, Belgian, Russtan, 
English and German drama for thé 
season. 

Among these is Bruckner’s much 


CTEALERS OF AM, 


TURNS MATERIAL 


British Mgrs. and Agents 
Encourage Regular Prac- 
tice—No American Act 
Safe Over There from 
Copyists Excepting Ma- 
honey’s Difficult Dancing 


————_—- 


BRAINLESS PERFORMERS 


Sept. 11. 
There is a form of stealing not 
only considered ethical, but actually 
encouraged! Stealing 
ideas and material. 
This sort of thing has 
so rampant in England it is almost 
The 
where most of the American acts 


London, 


vaudeville 
become 


heartbreaking. Palladium, 
are to be seen, is the mecca of the 
brain lifters. 

American acts are made the tar- 
of the pirates. They 
these acts are over here for a short 


gets know 


period. By the time a copy is ready 


the Americans are gone. 

No sooner does an act come over 
with something original than it 
pinched by one and sometimes 
several. 

A number of English acts thriv- 


is 


ing on stolen material, have not 
paid for material in years. They 


regard this the easiest and best way 
of getting the goods. 


Managements are as much to 
blame as acts. If managements 
would blacklist act-stealing turns, 


they could not thrive. 

In some instances English agents 
see the importations and advise 
acts to help themselves. After steal- 
ing the acts, the agents secure 
dates. 

American Victims 


Biggest sufferers are Val and 
Ernie Stanton, who have had a few 
copies of their act going the rounds 
of English vaude for years. Ben 
Blue is another whose material has 
been picked. Three Sailors and 
Runaway Four have duplicates of 
their acts here, as have Miiler and 
Wilson, Herb Williams, Moran and 
Mack, Burns and Allen, Roth and 
Shay, Moss and Frye and Marx 
Brothers among others. 

Will Mahoney has had some of 
his stunts lifted, although his xylo- 
phone dance has not been seen 
around so far. That is due to the 
fact it is toe difficult to imitate, not 
the honesty of the English per- 
former. 

Several good American acts have 
been seen around London lately. 
They include Jack McLallan, Wil- 
liam and Joe Mandel and Vic Oliver. 
It won't be long before one will see 
imitations of these. An English 
acrobatic act is now rehearsing a 
Mandel turn—and it will be booked. 


New Bankroll 


London, Sept. 21 





discussed play ‘Eliza heth of Eng- 
land.’ | 
German actors from the State | 
theatre at Mayence are. tourin; 
Holland in ‘Ziguenerbaron’ (‘Gyps) 


faron’), operetta. Getting good | 


IN PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 11. 

Monte Woolley, Sara Siramm, El 
sie Ferguson, Raymond Mas: 
Lowell Brentano, Hans Brausewet- | 
ter, Hiudolf Sieber, Joe and Mar- 

ruerite Bamberger, Herbert Howe 
Frederick Lonsdale, Albert Coates 
Gladys Cooper, Arthur W. Weil, ! 
waudy L. Lawrence, Max de Vau-| 
corbeil. Gene Zukor, Joe S¢ iderman, 
Valerie (Valy) Boothby, Erich Pom- | 
mer. j 


Marriage a la Carte’ will open to- 


morrow night (22 as scheduled 


despite doubt over the week-end of | 


it making the grade. Piece goe: 
into the Prince of Wales, 
| Thought for a while that the 


| financial syndicate back of the show 


would run out of money, but they've 
another pocketbook 
Piece largely 
with Dodo 
Mason leading. 


found some - 
acted by: 


Watts 


where. is 


film players, and 


Haddon 








Several Hit Songs 


Paris, Sept. 21 


Encore 50 Centimes’ (‘Another 2 
cents), new operetta is at the Nou- 
veautes It’s authored by Barde 


music 
has several 


with 


Piece tunes that are 


likely to catcb on, 








AMER. ACTS IN LONDON 


Jeannette MacDonald, Adelaide Hall 
and Clifford and Marion 








London, Sept. 21. 

Jeannette MacDonald opened at 
the Dominion today (21), topping a 
special variety bill. Act is a plug 
for Paramount theme songs, sup- 
ported by Francis Mangan 
dance troupes. Giant theatre did 
standee business for the opening, 
with Miss MacDonald getting a 
warm reception on entrance, Re- 
ueated after every number, 

Booking looks like an easy money 
proposition for the fortnight. 

Adelaide Hall (American) is head- 
ing the new bill at the Palladium, 
doubling with the Cafe de Paris. 
Excellently received, but no riot. 
Also on the bill are Clifford and 
Marion, who do nicely. 





some 


‘GRAND HOTEL’ T00 
SLOW FOR BUDAPEST 


Budapest, Sept. 10, 
The Vicky Baum play, ‘Grand 
Hotel’ was the opening play of the 


season at the Vigszinhaz, and the 
first novelty of this fall. It was 


English Actors Salary Cut Killed 
Off by Geo. McLellan’s Antagonism; 
Legit Season Opens Unusually Well 


London, Sept. 21. 
Looks like the resolution passed 
by West End Theatre Managers’ 


Association for a general reduc- 
tion of theatrical salaries all down 
the line starting with Sept. 14, will 
be just one of those things. 

George McLellan threw a bomb- 
shell into the resolution by refusing 
to reduce salaries. He has been fol- 
lowed by similar actions by Ban- 
nister Howard of Daly’s theatre and 
Henson and Shepherd of the Strand, 
There's small likelihood of any sal- 
ary reduction on an organized scale 
in London at present. 

McLellan started the fight, imme- 
diately after the W.E.T.M.A. passed 
its resolution, by announcing pub- 
licly such a move is unnecessary 
and uncalled for. He is managing 
director of eight West End legit 
theatres, and claims business is ex- 
ceptionally brisk now with the out- 
look excellent. 

McLellan’s 
tained by 
auspiciously. 
among managers 
in months. 

Interesting point in the argument 
is that when ‘Nina Rosa’ moved 
from the Lyceum to the Gaiety (a 
McLellan house) several weeks ago, 
the six principals agreed to accept 
a profit-sharing arrangement on the 


argument was sus- 
the season opening 
Optimism is rampant 
for the first time 





pretty coolly received. German plays 
haven't a big chance here. 


rapid enough. 

General opinion was that the plot 
was destined for the screen, not for 
the stage. 

‘Grand Hotel’ is not a popular 
success. An English play, ‘Autumn 
Crocus,’ has’ already gone into re- 
hearsal] at the Vigszinhaz, and will 
probably follow it in about a fort- 
night. 


Molnar’s ‘Somebedy’ 


Budapest, Sept. 11. 

Moinar’s new play, now complete, 
entitled ‘Somebody,’ will have its 
world premiere in Berlin and will 
be performed at the Budapest Vigs- 
zinhaz immediately after. It seems 
to be another piece of Molnaresque 
sleight-of-hand, in which everybody 
talks about a man who does not 
exist and finally makes the audience 
believe that he does, 

Expected to be as successful as 
‘Good Fairy,’ and said to be another 
‘rea] Molnar play.’ 


Jelies Horodnes Dead 


3udapest, Sept. 21. 
Julius Hegedues, 60, Hungary’s 
greatest actor, died here today. 
Hegeducs won most fame in Mol- 
nar’s plays. 











was | 


|No successor for the theatre 


stipulation that the rest of the cast 
get full pay. Now these principals 


Anna Tokes, as the dancer, oie than their ort 
are recelving more a 1eir orige 
too declamatory. In spite of the} ee c S 
bas ; inal salaries. 
revolving stage the action was not 


STOLL’S MONEY 
HITS IN LONDON 


London, Sept. 21. 

Sir Oswald Stoll has justified his 
move in producing Continental mu- 
sicals at his two West End theatres, 
the Alhambra and the Coliseum. 

Coliseum with ‘White Horse In@ 
is doing around $35,000 or $40,0@ 
weekly. Cost of production was 
about $150,000 and overhead about 
$20,000 a week, giving Stoll a profit 
of $10,000 weekly. It is paying off 
production cost at the rate of $5,000 
a week. 

Alhambra show, 
produce and overhead is figured 
around $15,000 weekly. Grosses 
since opening have never been less 
than $26,000. Allowing for charg- 
ing off production cost Stoll is net- 
ting $5,000 every week on this 
show. 


Revival’s Short Stay 


London, Sept. 21. 

Sheridan's ‘Trip to Scarborough,’ 
revival at the Saint James, quit 
Saturday (19) after eight perform- 
ances, 

Piece never looked as though it 
would cover heavy production costs. 
in 


cost $125,000 to 


is 
sight. 


Isobef Elsom Starred 


London, Sept. 21. 





Marshall-Best Play 
London, Sept. 21. 
Herbert Marshall and Edna Best 
open shortly in ‘There’s Always 
| Julie e.: 
It's a new play by John Van 
Druten. 
| Weath 
| eather 
} sid. 7 | 
Paris Sept. 21 
Generally clear weather here i 
helping theatres, with most prepar 


| 
| 
in earnest. | 


ling to get going 
Legit houses especially are get 
ting *he break. 
London, Sept. 21 
Warm weather continued over 


by Christine and Yvain. | 
| 10% drop, 


i 


the Political and 


cial disturbances 


week end, finan- 

ance of | 
weather 

by about | 


enter: 


and obpsery 
Yom Kippur on iop of 
cut into theatre 


ihe 
takings 
apply.ng to 
tainment classes, 


al} 
ali 


‘Blue Sky Beyond’ opens at the 
Vaudeville, Sept. 29, after a curtail- 
ed road tour. 

Piece stars Isobe) Elsom. 

Just Friendly 
Lerlin, Sept. 21. 

General Manager Marx of the 
Scala says the Kabaret Komiker 
didnt outbid him for Jeannette 
| MacDonald, as reported in ‘Va- 
riety.’ 

The American actress goes to the 
eabaret instead of the vaude house 


by way of a friendly agreement be- 
tween the managers of both, he 
claims, 
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by White Al Goodman, conductor, Others 





in cast: Ethel Barrymore Colt, Loomis 
Sisters, Barbara Blair, Jane Alden, Dor- 
othy and Harry Dixon, Ress MacLean 
Chorus: 32 mediums In two acts and 25 
scenes, At the Apollo, New York, $5.50 
top, starting Sept. 14. 

The ilth of the ‘Scandals’ won't 
have any trouble doing business. 


It looks to be the cheapest to pro- 
duce of the series, the shortest on | 
running time, and on the strength | 
of a first act pyramid to a dynamic 
applause climax will rate for en- 
tertainment with the best of these 
editions George White has staged. 

Viewing the show on a midweek 
evening, with first night hysteria 
worn off front and back, unques- 
tionably stamped Ray Bolger as 
head man of the cast for not only 
applause but cheers. And on a 
Thursday night. 

Productionally there doesn’t seem 
to be a solid piece of scenery in 
the show, and while the costuming 
is normal for a big revue it is no 
more than that, plus two tableaux 
instances which carry a burlesque 
tinge. Entertainment is also shy on 
ensemble dancing, but has plenty of 
everything else, including comedy, 
tunes, and voices, to more than off- 
set the minor deficiencies. And that 
‘Scandals’ packs in its first half 
what other revues could spread 
over two acts is what sends ‘em 
out satisfied. 

Because there’s so much up front 
it seems an obvious move to switch 
one or two items into a later spot 
with the acclaim Bolger is winning 
demanding a next to closing niche 
in place of the present Ethel Mer- 
man specialty. Latter is doing no 
better than dig up ‘Sing You Sin- 
ners’ (Lillian Roth’s standby) at 

ethis important point with the same 
"Bestures she used for ‘I Got Rhythm’ 
and which carry her through all 
hot renditions. 

Show actually takes a bad let 
down in the second balf, which 
Tmany audiences will overlook on the 
reaction left from the bombard- 
ment ahead of it. However, some 
sort of a transfusion from one act 
to the other appears in ‘order for 
the good of ‘Scandals’ and the 
patrons. 

Real surprise is the 9 o'clock cur- 
tain hour. If they ever start on 
time, 8.30, the show will break at 
10.50 the way it’s running. So 
somebody may feel cheated at the 
$5.50 tap, if that’s all they paid, 
and being on the sidewalk before 
11 o'clock. This might explain the 
stalling which actually raised the 
drape at 8.58 for an audience which 
had grown restless and disgruntled 
and gave the performance an im- 
mediate handicap. 

Show gets away fast on a rapid 
introduction of principals, all of 
whom do a scene or a number, with 
the exception of Vallee who is ten- 
dered a rather too formal entrance 
as verbally pronounced by the 
clowning Willie Howard. Latter 
suddenly goes straight for the mo- 
ment. 

The first act build to a blowoff 
salvo may be said to include as 
many as seven items as programed. 
and all good, starting with Everett 
Marshall's first appearance singing 
‘The Thrill Is Gone,’ done in silhou- 
ette to the accompaniment of 23 
ballroom dance team. In rapid suc 
cession follow Willie Howard's ‘The 
Duel,’ Vallee’s ensemble number— 
‘This Is the Missus,’ another How- 
ard laugh insert—‘Pay the $2’ Ethel 
Merman’s ‘That's Love,’ 
specialty, and Marshall's production 
item, ‘That's Why Darkies Were 
Born.’ 

The applause and cries for Bolger 
carried 'way over into Marshall's 
main contribution, which didn’t 
seem to faze the former operatic 
baritone, who carried the impres- 
sive melody, along ‘Old Man River’ 
lines, into heavy acclaim on the 
power of his voice and interpreta- 
tion. Number is dressed by a 
couple of changing symbolic ‘drops’ 
culminating in a tableaux repre- 
senting the pearly gates which, due 
to the tendency to be less extrav- 
agant this year, is happily sec- 
ondary to the interest in Marshall, 
who is under cork in this instance. 

Marshall, the good-looking boy 
who stopped to toss a ballad at the 
*camera while on his way to fight a 
duel in ‘Dixiana,’ is a welcome ad- 
dition to the musical comedy or 
revue field. And that habit he has 
of tucking his chin into his right 
Sshoulder while warbling is not to 
protect himself from a left hook, but 
is a method followed by many of the 
top-notch singers to place the voice 
in the roof of the mouth to obtain 
resonance and volume. Of this he 
has an abundance, but he’s almost 
completely omitted in the second 
act. 

To reverse the usual procedure of 
an atmospheric second-act opening, 

‘Scandals’ pushes off after intermis- 
Sion on a comedy skit and then 
deives into a Foreign Legion epi- 
sode led by Marshall with the 32 
mediums as Legionaires, Number 


Bolger’s’ 


Jolson impersonation and Vallee’s 
Chevalier, 

Bolger staris working into favor 
from the first scene and, besides his 
dancing, appears to be the handy 
man of the outfit. The item which 
tears them apart during his spe- 
cialty is his imitation of a male 
hoofing trio’s challenge dance. It’s 
really funnier at $5.50 than at 85 
and 50 cents in the picture houses, 
and it looked revue material when 
Bolger was doing it sandwiched in 
between feature films. For those 
who haven't seen it, the bit is a 
gem in conception and execution 
and will roll professionals in the- 
aisle. It’s probably the best piece 
of fun introduced by a dancer 
around here in a couple of years. 
Incidentally, although Bolger has 
spent much of his recent time in the 
presentation houses, this is not his 
first show, having appeared in a 
musical only last year. 


Vallee is on and off smoothly and 
easily, allowing himself to be the 
butt of a few quips, etc. The women 
and most of the men will like his 
quiet deportment, while he handles 
his songs very nicely, being ably, if 
silently, assisted in one by the pert 
Peggy Moseley, who steps out of the 
line for the occasion. 


Willie Howard has more material 
than usual to work with and probes 
for everything. Miss Colt's lone ap- 
pearance is in conjunction with the 
Howard boys’ debut, a Clark and 
McCullough interview. Top laugh 
interlude is the prolonged ‘Pay the 
Two Dollars’ based on a gag which 
has been around but given a dif- 
ferent finish twist here. Other click 
inserts for Howard are ‘The Duel,’ 
a kiss-your-hand-madame routine 
with a ‘You're telling me?’ blackout 
line, and ‘The Pedestrian’ in the 
second act. 

Miss Merman looks well through- 
out and is handling her ditties 
nicely, although short of sufficient 
momentum to make them a definite 
wallop. The tunes themselves are 
as much responsible for their Apollo 
popularity as Miss Merman, leaving 
the conjecture that this girl needs 
an emphatic bit of ensemble staging 
behind her to punch across. Here 
she’s on her own in ‘one,’ and while 
the music given her is catchy, and 
will certainly be danceable, it’s 
hardly explosive enough on these 
orchestrations for this girl who 
needs such tricks. And her choice of 
songs for her next-to-closing spot 
is rather deplorable. She’s singing 
two at this point, either one of 
which she could top by thumbing 
over her routines as offered at the 
Palace not so long ago. The cur- 
rent resultant applause should tell 
her as much. 

Nothing in the ensemble numbers 
to excite, with only the first tap 
routine of the girls at all interest- 
ing. White has got them dancing 
as much with their hands and el- 
bows as feet, and a waggling of 
heads while prancing seems the 
theme. Acquisition of a stager of 
dances might have bettered this 
situation, but asking White to call 
in a lad like Bobby Connolly would 
be to blow the roof off. Barbara 
Blair leads an unproductive hot 
number in the second half. 

Minor contributors include Miss 


; Blair, who does best with a lyrical 


poke at Hollywood and launches a 
chain of sequences calling for ‘Nuts’ 
as the main comedy line, all in the 
closing half. The four Gales fill in 
adequately, while the Loomis Sis- 
ters are only on once. 

‘Scandals’ is good revue, and as it 
stands those who care to can attend 
the first act and then blow, content 
with the knowledge that they've 
seen quite a show. Sid, 


I LOVE AN ACTRESS 


Comedy in thrée acts presented at the 
Times Square Sept. 17 by Chester Erskin; 
staged and adapted by him from Hungarian 


original of Laszlo Fodor. 

VRIOCRUING $0.0 0 6005456 6860086 6s s008 John Dunn 
BEF. HOVOSR. o.0c2006s bowsené David Leonard 
Mr. Keleman...cccsceees William Franklin 
POUS cccéccccéeveesecedecses John Williams 









Marianne . 


° ..-Dorothy Mathews 
Mr. Franks.... 


....Percy Woodley 


Eva Sandor.... ...Muriel Kirkland 
I 9 cathe 906 600seeensen bes Walter Abel 
Willie Strauss. .cccccces Ernest Glendinning 
DEED .6.04690906006880 0060 4085.0 Ellen Lowe 
GROG  0600s4edennees Alice Belmore Cliffe 
(i Bo PPP Fuller Mellish 
The Nervous Gentleman..Etienne Girardot 
Mother of the Bride.......... Maude Nolan 
Se i 0.40 04.0040006b608sen8e Lora Hays 
Te Ms + «5600600060 000¢ Robert Bowen 
We POPC. ov cccesscvcecciecs o. A. Treco 
DOCS POST s cc cccccvcoces Albert Sherwin 


The hazzard of opening cold on 
Broadway is emphasized by that 
kind of a premiere for ‘I Love an 
Actress’ from which more was ex- 
pected than materialized. Perform- 
ance drew many first-night cur- 
tains, but the reviews were down, 
very much so in some _ papers. 
Click chances doubtful because of 
that and indicated limited appeal. 

Chester Erskin is a crack stage 
director, and with this show a mai- 
den managerial effort, the producer 





has given ‘I Love An Actress’ a 
Smart presentation. Four weighty 


spotted. That comedy depended on 
pace. While the same may not be 
as pertinent to the Erskin show, a 
pruning of the script might have 
helped because there are some too 
quiet stretches. 

The story: Eva Sandor is the 
stage toast of Budapest. She has 
wealth and charm. She is lavished 
with attention by the maturing 
financial genius, Wiilie Strauss, 
head of the Anglo-Hungarian bank. 
He proposes marriage, and she real- 
izes. the exalted position such a 
union would give her. But into her 
life comes George, 28 and ardent, a 
civil engineer who has followed her 
about for months, attending ali per- 
formances. 


And then he stalks into her villa 
during a party. No one can carry out 
Eva's orders that he be thrown out. 
And George is finally invited as a 
guest, and when all others have 
gone he parks himself in her bed- 
room. But she locks the door from 
the outside. Next afternoon she is 
to go to Italy for a holiday and 
Willie has the adjoining stateroom. 
His excellency has ordered all man- 
ner of costly gifts along the journey. 


But George is there at the station. 
That he cannot afford a trip to Italy 
intrigues Eva. She goes to the 
train on Willie’s arm, but emerges 
in response to his urgent message 
via her companion. It is five min- 
utes before departure. Ardently 
again George pleads his love. The 
gates close and there stands Eva 
hatless in the embrace of her first 
real love. And she sends herself a 
little postcard saying how much she 
loves him, too. 


The railway station scene is mas- 
sive and attracted most attention. 
Opening scene, that of a department 
store, is in excellent taste and de- 
sign with very effective elevator ef- 
fect. 

Miss Kirkland is demure as Eva. 
Ernest Glendinning finds a charac- 
ter to his liking, the finished, alert, 
carefully groomed financier Willie 
Strauss. Walter Albel seemed a 
somewhat uncertain George, per- 
haps a bit too stilted and not quite 
the lover to win from Willie, except 
for his youth. Several names fa- 
miliar in other days are present in 
smaller parts, very well done, such 
as Fuller Mellish and Etienne 
Girardot. 

‘I Love an Actress’ is a class pro- 
duction, but it does not afford 
enough fun, Ibee. 





The Constant Sinner 


Drama in three acts and 16 scenes, pre- 
sented by Constant Productions, Inc. Writ- 
ten and starred in by Mae West. Settings 
by Rollo Wayne. Opened Sept. 14 at the 
Royale, New York. $3 top. 


Babe Gordon..... PTETTTTTITT TTT Mae West 
Charlie Yates....e.+ee...-Arthur R, Vinton 
Mr. Gay. ccceses esceceses+ Rudolph Toombs 
LiverlipsS.......+. eocsecesesses Obert Rains 
Money Johnson,....seesese.+.-George Givot 
Headwaiter...... eccoccceceksorenso Tucker 


Wayne Baldwin....essesce..Walter Petrie 
Leonard Coltom...scccesseees+sPaul Huber 
Barry Washburn.....secees--William Daly 


Entertainer....... cocccccocces-raul Meeres 
Detective Sergeant..++..«...Joseph Holicky 
Annett@...sessees eeeeecceserrss Leona Love 
CATR. cc20 cocccccccccscces Ollie Burgoyne 
FO SPOT TT Tree ccccccscoccoe LTIXie Smith 
Defense Attorney...ceceeseee+..Paul Huber 
Cokcy Jenny..... sccccecoesee- Adele Gilbert 
Joe Malone.....eseseseseseess Walter Glass 


Bearcat Delaney..... o+eeeeeRussell Hardie 


Mae West has found the next best 
way to get a cop’s attention. The 
best way is to call Spring 3100 on 
the telephone. If that call hasn't 
already been made for exploitation 
purposes, or otherwise, ‘Constant 
Sinner’ should get a run. 


If May West is figuring on an is- 
sue over censorship to shove this 
one across, she had better have an- 
other script ready. The only way 
to clean this one up would be to 
eliminate all objectionable lines. The 
remnants would make a good five- 
minute radio routine for Uncle Bob's 
Little Nephews, after the nephews 
grow up. This way the story is 
more bedside than bedtime, in fact 
it is under the sheets, 


How this is going to help the 
present delicate legit situation isn’t 
clear. How another pinch would 
benefit Miss West is equally hazy. 
Between Mae West and Earl Carroll 
and the notices and comment bcth 
received, it’s going to be a little 
tougher from now on for everybody. 

In ‘The Constant Sinner’ Miss 
West sticks to her title. The lead- 
ing lady, played by the authoress 
herself, sins at the start and is 
sinning at the finish. This is no 
morality play to point out the wages 
of sin, for the payoff here includes 
a middleweight champ for a hus- 
band and a millionaire for a lover to 
boot. The lady climbs fast after 
starting with only a pair of tired 
feet. 

Miss West’s Babe passes up few 
of life’s illicit thrills. She sells dope 
over a department store counter and 
lives for awhile with a negro. 

It’s just lousy enough to be funny. 
A revolving stage permits 16 ‘scenes 





(Continued on page 55) 











‘Mourning Becomes Elektra’ 
(Guild) Guild, 

‘Reunion At Vienna’ (Guild) 
Beck, 

‘Lean Harvest’ (MacCiowan & 
Reed) Forrest. 

‘Left Bank’ (Rice & Bicker- 
ton) Little. 


‘Girl Crazy’ (Ratoff, road) 
Alvin. 

‘East Wind’ (Schwab & Man- 
dell) Manhattan. 

‘Princess Charming’ (Shu- 


berts) Jolson. 

‘Admirable Crichton’ (Tyler) 
Booth, 

‘Two Seconds’ (Lande & Ste- 
phens) Ritz. 

‘Cat and Fiddle’ 
Globe. 


(Gordon) 











SHUBERTS REFUSE DEMAND 





Capitol, Albany, Dark Unless Stage 
Hands Change Stand 


Albany, N. Y., Sept. 21. 

Capitol theatre, legit, is likely to 
remain dark for the rest of the sea- 
son because of a controversy with 
the stage hands union. The house, 
operated by the Shuberts, 
a full week with “Dracula” the 
first week in September ard has 
been dark since. Prior to that the 
theatre had been closed for almost 
a year, 


opened 
for 


The fight is over salary. Unior 
insisting on a season's contract with 
the stipulation the stagehands re- 
ceive their weekly salary of $60 even 
during the weeks the house remains 
dark between bookings. The Shu- 
berts made no protest against the 
weekly salary, providing the stage 
hands worked at least three days 
out of the week. But during the 
full weeks the house would be dark, 
the Shubert issued an ultimatum, 
after several conferences, that the 
stage hands would receive no salary. 

When no compromise was forth- 
coming from the stagehands, the 
Shuberts ordered the Capitol dark 
and cancelled all bookings. The 
best bookings since six or seven 
years ago were scheduled for this 
season. Some of the luggage for 
two shows ‘The Silent Witness’ and 
‘Blossom Time,’ already was in 
Albany but had to be shipped back. 
The house employs four regular 
stage hands and has a payroll of 60 
persons. 





Harriet Hoctor in Concert 


Harriet Hoctor closed her Palace 
engagement last week. Harry Krivit 
is booking some concert dates. Her 
first will likely be Albany, near her 
home town, Hoosick Falls. Miss 
Hoctor has never played Albany. 

Krivit will play Miss Hoctor in 
halls and auditoriums under the 
customary booking terms. 

In her program Miss Hoctor will 
personally do between 12 and 15 
dance numbers, 


Shubert Rehearsals 


"Arms and the Maid,’ now in 
operetta form with a score supplied 
by Harry Revel and Mack Gordon, 
started rehearsal Monday (yester- 
day) under Shubert management. 

Principal players are Guy Robert- 
son and Leonard Seeley. 

This show was given a two weeks’ 
tryout last summer. 

The Shuberts start rehearsals on 
the new Fred and Paula Stone 
show, ‘Smiling Faces,’ next Mon- 
day (28). 








LaGallienne’s Rep Yiddish? 

Civic Repertory theatre, on 14th 
street, abandoned by Eva LaGal- 
liene this season, may be turned 
into a Yiddish playhouse. House is 
being dickered for as the new home 
of the Yiddish Art Theatre. 

Yiddish Art Theatre consists 
largely of the former company 
Maurice Schwartz headed on Sec- 
ond avenue, now on a Broadway 
try with Shubert backing. 
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Horie Hay Wier a nl Gunargsicr | RIN sloe, Ze serves to take Mar. | Peamce Strictly Dishonorable’ im || Chanin's 46th St. I's by Lyon Mearson, former p. a 
Ske che , Thi ow ire . I f g sni oe a <2 panty . +4 * - ad 
seated dy cok Gr Senhet- ‘Wonder Bar’ finale, at which time| which the same Muriel Kirkland acute In Repair’ (Shuberts) and Lillian Day. 
son; setting by Joseph Urban, and dances | gyerybody is on for Willie Howard's | who is the ‘Actress’ was similarly ajestic. 


‘Roof,’ Johu Gatsworthy's play 
casting for Charles Hopkins, with 
an October opening planned. It will 
come in cold. 

‘Boccaccio’ first of Chas. Wagner's 
opera comiques is named for re. 
hearsals Oct. 5. At the New Yorker 
theatre a month later. 

‘Rainy Days,’ by Claire Green and 
about the depresh, will be produced 
by Saul Z. Martell, who debuted ag 
an indie with ‘Ebb Tide’ last season, 
Robert Sherwood will direct, with 
rehearsals in two weeks. Martell 
will bring in as another of four 
shows he hopes to do ‘I C U,’ by 
Samuel Cohen and Effie Funk. Kent 
Thurber will meg the initial-titlea 
piece. 


4 Shows Out 


Three more quick failures exited 
from Broadway last Saturday, while 
& summer revue takes to the road 
at the end of this week. 

‘Free For All’ at the Manhattan 
by Schwab and Mandel stopped 
after two weeks. Reviewers had 
panned severely. 

‘Just to Remind You,’ presented 
by Sam H. Harris, off at the Broad- 
hurst. Two weeks. 

‘Friendship’ presented at the Ful- 
ton by George M. Cohan was closed 
by him after three weeks. 

‘Third Little Show’ at the Musie 
Box by Dwight D. Wiman in asso- 
ciation with Tom Weatherly, leaves 
to tour after playing 17 weeks. Got 
very good money in the early weeks, 
later easing down, too much so 
lately, 


White’s Show Brought In 


*"Tel-A-Vision,” a musical show 
presented by Andrew S. White, was 
closed in Boston Saturday after 
playing two weeks. Show was 
brought back after money guarane- 
teeing salaries and transportation 
had been forwarded by Equity, 
where it was on deposit. 

It was White's first production 
try. White was a major during the 
war. He was known later as a radio 
announcer, 











Miss Crothers Recasting 





Rachel Crothers, who cast her 
new play, ‘Caught Wet,’ for Joi 
Golden, will entirely recast it. 





‘Glory Bound’ Again 


Revamped version of ‘Glory 
Bound,’ Percy Oakes revue that 
faded after a Brighton Beach try 
out recently, is rehearsing again at 
the Craig, New York. Opera is now 
called ‘Take It Easy,’ authorship to 
Wm. Heagney and Tom O'Connell 
So far the principals are headed 
by Frank Devoe and Jed Dooley. 
There will be 16 girls. Most of the 
leads are from vaude. 





BERKELEY FOR L. A. REVUE 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
Dances for “Temptations,’ to bée 
produced at the Mayan by Franklin 
Warner, will be routined by Buzz 
Berkeley. 
No people set for the revue until 
the book, by Paul Gerard Smith, is 
ready. 





Cast Changes 


Maurice Burke replaces Charles 
Trowbridge in ‘Ladies of Creation 
to permit the latter to rehearse 10 
‘A Golden Cinderella.’ : 
Frederick Voight replaces Vernon 
Downing as Alfred Moulton-Barrett 
in ‘The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street... Downing will play Octa- 
vius, 





Engagements 


‘The Roof.’ 


Chardes O, Carey, P 
J osephin® 


Kate McComb replaces 





Hull in ‘After Tomorrow.’ 
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.—— 
The Constant Sinner 


(Continued from page 54) 


fm three acts and the many scenes 
allow for as many sizzling finish 
jines. Babe gives the last scene the 
proper touch during a discourse on 
faith. She recalls having read a 

em somewhere on faith. She can’t 
remember beyond the first line and 
gives uP with ‘Aw, I can’t remember 
the God damn thing.’ 

That is typical of this little girl. 
The expression isn’t a shock so late 
in the evening after what trans- 
pires earlier. But the line in com- 
ing at the finish is a perfect sum- 
mary of the play. It’s Babe's per- 
sonality and biography in a bomb- 
ghell. 

2abe Gordon is found doing her 
’tuff in Harlem, with her stuff tak- 
ing in the natives as well as v isiting 
whites. After four muggs build up 
her second act entrance with ‘what 
4 looker!’ and other compliments, 
ghe won't let the new middleweight 
hope sleep in his own room. The 
nice young pug wins his next fight 
by a knockout in the last round, but 
his legs were weak in the second 
and third, he says. When he pro- 
poses marriage just as the objecting 
manager digs up a colored gent who 
would tip Babe’s past, Babe accepts 
the challenger and declares, ‘Mar- 
piage is a new racket for me.’ 

The boy’s trainer’ introduces 
himself while congratulations are 
being delivered and says, ‘I’m his 
trainer. ‘So am I,’ replies Babe. 
Under her training the boy is short- 
ly back to driving a cab. 

It seems that necessity is the 
éause of Babe going to live with 
the Harlem policy king. That lasts 
until the colored lover goes to jail 
for three months, and it leads to the 
gon of a department store owner 
setting Babe up in a Riverside drive 
apartment with a French maid and 
a grand piano. 

The Negro is killed by the de- 
partment store boy when he’s found 
embracing Babe. She makes it look 
like an attack. Then she gets the 
millionaire out of the scrape by 
pinning it on her pugilist husband, 
but the millionaire helps out with 
éounsel fees, and a plea of self-de- 
fense gets the husband off free. 
Meanwhile Babe’s morals are lower 
than an Austin’s axel. 

Bight, or 50%, of the scenes are 
bedrooms and the others mostly 
speakeasies or the Harlem night 
club. Babe makes herself at home 
everywhere, especially when beds 
are around. 

Miss West plays as she always 
does, naturally and with the ut- 
most ease and nonchalance—still 
the best stage bum of ’em all. As 
a looker she has no competition in 
this cast. The only other women 
sre Adele Gilbert, who does a hop- 
head excellently, and Leona Love, 
middle aged. 


Russell Hardie, as the pug; Wal- 
ter Petrie, as the millionaire, and 
George Givot, as the black lover, are 
ge age corners in the Babe’s sex 
riangle. Givot surprised pieasantly 
in his first dramatic part. He’s a 
former singing single. He walks 


‘on for a bow in whiteface at the 


finish to square the mixing as much 
as it possibly could be squared for 
theatrical usage, 


, Mae West has taken the cooch 

out of her hips and placed it in 

a three-act script. If they let this 

one go as is, it’s ripe for a Rose 

— comeback with special scen- 

Come home, Rosie. All is forgiven. 
Bige. 


SINGIN’ THE BLUES 


~ Melodrama with music presented at the 
Liberty Sept. 16 by Alex. A. Aarons and 
Vinton Freedley; written by John Mc- 
owan; songs by Jimmy McHugh and 
Dorothy Fields: staged by Bertram Harri- 
80n; songs by Sammy Lee. 
‘Potato Eyes’ Johnson ...... Ashley Cooper 
‘Knuckles’ Lincoln ......Mantan Moreland 
Jim Williams .see-Frank Wilson 










eeeeee 


...John Sims 


Oley cecoes seeeeedames Young 
Rocky .... .eeses..Johnny Reid 
Eddie ,, e0bsesdeandas Shirley Jordon 
Be eseeeees- Jennie Sammons 
hinds de Sues. 6c Seedonecececde. Ws GatED 
Dave Crocker .......e........dack Carter 
Edith é900% eecccccceccsces stelle Bernier 
Sam Re «eee-Ralph Theodore 
‘Whitey’ Henderson.......Millard Mitchell 
hr ee devesacsdaceetsseens c. Cc. Gill 
ME. $istions 04464600 6040000% Percy Wade 


Susan Blake............Isabell Washington 
lise Joyce .......+¢.-..Fredi Washington 
Jack Wilson ....e002...Percy Werwayen 
Sizzles’ Brown ..........++..Maud Russell 
OtBoer Prank ....<cccocccccces James Stark 
A Singer ., ...e+-Susaye Brown 


Plenty of color came to Broad- 
Way last week what with ‘The Con- 
stant Sinner’ and its miscegination 
theme, ‘Fast and Furious,’ a revue 
and ‘Singing the Blues,’ the most 
vivid of the three. It's a melodrama 
of Harlem, exciting at times, two 
night club scenes, special songs, 
crack dancing—quite a show for $3. 

John McGowan (the Jack of the 
Stage) has written a play of the 





‘Lulu Belle’ type. Not as finished 
a work, perhaps, but with a strik- 
ing change of pace that keeps it 
always interesting. Only a couple 
of white players in roles of detec- 
tives in search for Jim Williams, 
who had the bad luck to bump off 
a dick during the raiding of a crap 
game in Chicago. 

: Opening scene a hot dice game 
in the back room of a spot south of 
Chi’s Loop. Jim Williams is shoot- 
ing @ sawbuck, rolling the bones 
on a pool table. He wins and keeps 
on lettin’ it ride until he gets him- 
self $1,400, the biggest money ever 
for him. As he is ready to take 
t} air with his buddy, ‘Knuckles 
Lincoln, a_stick-up is attempted 
Jim grapples with the bandit and 
takes the gun away. Cops break in, 
there is shooting and the next dav 
Jim learns a cop was killed. He and 
‘Knukles’ elect New 
as a haven. 


York’s Harlem 

Scene changes to Dave Crocker’s 
stylish colored place around 
street and Lenox avenue. Plenty of 
action here, with Lindy Hoppers— 
a name too mild for that kind of 
duo dancing. Susan Blake, crack 
warbler, is the spot’s main attrac- 
tion. She wants no part of any man, 
including the neat and _ stalwart 
Crocker, who can’t make the grade 
with her—but one flash at Jim 
Williams and she falls, 


That he stavs in her rooms two 
weeks without leaving makes her 
wonder, but Jim cannot tell her 
about the Chicago affair. Crocker 
finds the lair and tips off the po- 
lice just as Jim decides to break 
for his small home town in Georgia. 
‘Knuckles’ brings the note of fare- 
well to Susan in another place 
where she is working. 


That brings in the second night 
club scene and the best. A dusky 
chorus trained by Sammy Lee gets 
attention, Susan singing in front of 
them the show’s stand-out, ‘Singin’ 
the Blues When You're in Love,’ 
which is something for New York 
diversion. It is capitally built up, 
the stage being filled with Wen 
Talbert’s Choir for that number 
only. 


Jim doesn’t leave Harlem then. 
He is nearly trapped in Susan’s 
dressing room. A dogged detective 
tries to sweat her and ‘Knuckles’ 
in the Harlem police station. Again 
in Crocker’s office at his night club 
Jim narrowly misses a trap. Crocker 
is disarmed and kept quiet by Su- 
san’s gun poked into his ribs as 
she ostensibly croons ‘It’s the Darn- 
dest Thing’. The cops think that is 
a wooing bit and exit. That was the 
finish in Newark, but the plot is 
slightly extended, showing Susan’s 
getaway to join her man, 

The Washington Sisters, Isabell 
and Fredi, Harlem’s two best look- 
ing actresses, who can act, adorn 
‘Singin’ the Blues.’ Isabell is Susan 
the entertainer who resists the 
lures of her occupation and in- 
stinctively gives her heart to the 
worth-while Lut worried Jim Wil- 
liams. She can sing and she makes 
Susan an interesting person. Fredi 
is chic, a scheming high yallow gold 
digger. She looked a real beauty 
in the night club scenes and in her 
own is as clever as her sister. 


Frank Wilson, the one time let- 
ter carrier who found himself in 
‘Porgy,’ makes an excellent Jim 
Wiliams. From the opening cur- 
tain when he tosses the winning 
dice and excitedly figures’ the 
mounting money in the center, until 
the time he backs out of Crocker’s 
place with a gun to freedom, he has 
audience sympathy. 

Maitland Moreland as Jim’s pal, 
‘Knuckles’, a fidgety little thorough- 
bred, was amusing all the way. In 
the police station scene when he is 
being questioned by Mason, the 
plainsclothesman, he did effective 
work. Maitland has that low down 
dialect that marks the Georgia 
home-bred. It is players like the 
Washington girls, Wilson and Mait- 
land that give quality to colored 
dramatics. 


Ralph Theodore as Mason the de- 
tective did his best in the station 
house scene. His partner, Millard 
Mitchell, is a lazy semi-comic cop, 
they being the only white actors. 
Jack Carter gave a good idea of 
Crocker, the cabaret owner. Maude 
Russell played a gal who just natu- 
rally tacked on to ‘Knuckles’ and 
couldn’t understand why he stalled 
about marrying her. 

The Four Flash Devils are as fast 
hoofers as their billing indicates. On 
near the close they just went crazy 
and nearly interrupted the drama. 
The genuine thing in Lindy Hop- 
pers was shown by such teams as 
Shorty and MPsalene, Jordan and 
Jordan, George and Betty. On the 
stage the band was Bruce Johnson's 
Washboard Serenaders, doub?ing in 
the pit for the last act when Eubie 
Blake conducted. 

‘Singing’ the Blues’ is 
colored entertaniment that should 
not miss bee. 
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Colored revue presented at the New 
Yorker Sept. 15 by Forbes Randolph: score 
and lyrics by Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 
with added numbers by Rosamond John- 
son, Porter Grainger, Joe Gordon and AIl- 
lie Wrubei; skits by the producer, John 
Wells, Zora Neale Hurston, Lottie Meaney 
Tim Moore, Clinton Fletcher, Jack Mabley, 
Leighton K. Brill and Sigmund Herzig; 
dances staged by Al Richard and Jack 


Donahue. 

Cast: Tim Moore, 
Fletcher, Neeka Shaw, Lee( Boots) 
shall, Al Rickard, Jackie Mabley, 
Boden, Juano Hernandez, Antonia Machin 
Monette Moore, Baby Goins, Edno Guy, | 
Lily (Pontop) Yuen, Etta Moten, Hemsley 
Winfield, Midgie Lane, Russell Lee, Ruby | 
Green, Ruby Elzy, Gladys Freeland, Emma | 

| 
' 
} 


Clinton (Dusty) 
Mar- 


Melva 








| Maitland, Aurelia Wheedlin. Sibol Cain, 
| Earl Shanks, Ophelia Diaz, Lois Deppe 

Sundry attempts to land a 
one into this 54th street 
have been unsuccessful 
opened a couple of 


live 
showshop 
since it 
seasons back as 


} 

|the Gallo. It relighted last week | 
| with an all-colored revue sponsored | 
by a white manager new to Broad- 
| way; but though ‘Fast and Furious’ 
has flashes of something different, 


it is too spotty to turn the trick. 

Forbes Randolph, who presents, 
is familiar with Harlem and its peo- 
ple. He has used them in vaudeville 
and he sponsored the Kentucky 
Jubilee Singers. Randolph had the 
right idea perhaps in digging for 
real Southern darky stuff, inserted 
here and there. Yet most of such 
portions of the show are dull and 
none clicked. 

‘Fast and Furious’ seemed to suf- 


fer from too much of ‘The Green 
Pastures’ influence. No burlesque 
of that comedy dramatic classic, 


but it seemed to be in the back- 
ground of the finales of both acts, 
particularly the concluding number. 
There All God’s Chillun are robed 
in white, with plenty wings on the 
back, while two angels on Salvation 
Street hang in mid-air. First act 
finale is a combination of a negro 
church gathering singing ‘Jacob’s 
Ladder’ and ‘Sweet Chariot,’ adjoin- 
ing a Harlem honky-tonk with its 
tan denizens. The two sets of char- 
acters merge when a protesting lover 
is knifed by a free spending number 
king. 

Songs were principally contrib- 
uted by whites, Mack Gordon and 
Harry Revel, whose songs are in the 
‘Follies. The team’s ‘Walking On 
Air’ is the show’s hit tune. The boys 
also did ‘Rhumbatism,’ which has 
an idea. It was sung by Jackie 
Mabley, gold-toothed and buxom. 
Team’s more serious numbers not 
so good, but that may have been 
partly because of the manner of 


FAST AND FURIOUS [| 


| fairly 
| Broadway. It 


————— 


Plays Out of Town 





LAUGH PARADE 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Ed Wynn's 
musical comedy, which he insists is 
just ‘an evening’s entertainment,’ 
opened at the Shubert, and although 
smooth, needs polishing for 
impresses as @ po- 
tential hit 


a ‘Punch and Judy’ number that’s a 
honey for laughs, indulges in a cou- 
ple of dance routines and has an 
assortment of inventions. 

One trouble with ‘The Laugh Pa- 
rade,’ especially for Wynn fans, is 
that it doesn’t have enough of those 


inventions. Two or three of them 
are good for quick and hearty 
laughs, but four or five more would 


help fill in the slow moments of the 
show, chances are they will be add- 
ed while the show is here. 

Wynn has a reason in calling his 
piece ‘an entertainment’ rather than 
revue. There isn’t a real sketch in 
the revue sense of the word 
throughout, and not a single black- 
out. Perhaps the addition of one 
or two would help; at least they 
would give variety and get away 
from the purely night-club or pres- 
entation show atmosphere, 

The outstanding smash of the 
opening night was furnished by 
Jack Powell seen at film and vaude- 
ville houses here on a number of 
oceasions. He manipulates on the 
back of chairs, with a pair of drum- 
sticks, and he tied up the first per- 
formances tight, despite being well 
known. The same goes for Wilbur 
Hall, another eccentric instrumen- 
talist. Beatrice Belkin, prima donna, 
was spotted too late in the show to 
get full effect, but she, too, clicked. 
It’s understood she will be moved 
up to the first act. 

The Lee Sisters, Jane and Kath- 
erine, now grown into young wo- 





rendition. Neeka Shaw, a cutie, and 
Lee Marshall handled ‘Air,’ the mel- 
ody being frequently repeated. De- 


credit of ‘Fast and Furious’ is the 
absence of encores. Many another 
colored show was encored to death. 


A gymnasium number looks quite 
nifty until spoiled by back-sliding 
into the too familiar type of rou- 
tine. That same procedure intruded 
at other points of the performance, 
taking the edge off the newer ideas. 
‘Modernistic’ is one of the better 
ensemble dance interludes, neatly 
staged and costumed. The song 
led by Lily Yuen was by Porter 
Grainger and John Dallavo. 

Song and number that brought 
giggles was ‘Pansies on Parade.’ It 
is the same Grainger idea that Carol 
Norman used in his night club. 
Here colored nances flit about, and 
some weren’t kidding, either. 

Effective was Antonio Machin, 
best groomed male lead in the show, 
doing ‘Peanut Vendor’ in Cuban. He 
is said to have introduced the orig- 
inal number here. A Rhumba band 
of four is in action for it, also for 
‘Rhumbatism.’ Something called ‘At 
Home in Georgia has a lament, 
‘East Coast Blues,’ and ‘John 
Henry,’ latter sung by a double 
quartet. ‘Henry’ is programed as 
the ‘hero classic of Negro work 
songs,’ but it didn’t mean anything. 
A version of ‘Macbeth,’ claimed to 
have been culled from away down 
South, was acted in miniature set- 
tings. No amusement save per- 
haps to the colored portion of the 
audience and spotted far down. 

Skits not very funny at any time. 
In fact the show lacks laughter a 
lot. Tim Moore, Clinton Fletcher 
and Al Richard have most of the 
comedy assignments. Richard is an 
eccentric hoofer. Twe specialty 
dancers are Edna Guy and a Natuch 
number and Hemsley Winfield, all 
bronzed up. They seemed to like 
this fellow’s work. There was 
plenty of stepping and some of it 
exceptional. Baby Goins and a 
hoofing boy foursome caught atten- 
tion. 


Lighting could have been im- 


proved. Seemed like effects were 
sought without the necessary 
amount of equipment. Ibee, 





AHEAD AND BACK 


Lee Parvin ahead of Coast ‘Giri 
Louis O. Macloon produc- 





| Crazy,’ 
i tion. 











7 Representatives: 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA | 


SA AVENUE, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
age ns CARGILL, KALCHEIM & DOBSON 


spite its failings, one thing to the 


and then with 
with Wynn. 
click fairly well. 


some nutty 


doubted talent. 
Bartlett 


Simmons takes care of 





several vocal numbers in good fash< 
tion including the first act finale, 
which introduces the chorus dolled 
up in imitation shakoes with some 
good evolutions. Sammy Lee hasn’t 
as many outstanding chorus novel- 
ties as usual, but several might be 
developed. The costuming, by the 
way, without being elaborate, is in 


based on Wynn's own | fine taste, 

big following. New York chances Maxime Lewis does a couple of 
are lessened by the fact that sev- |smoky numbers. Weil enough, and 
leral of the show’s high-lights are | dance specialties are contributed 

rnished by specialists quite well by the Digitanos and Sis and Bud 
known in film house presentation | Roberts. The Seamans do their 
and vaudeville. j}familiar contortionistic bit with 

Wynn has never displayed aj/the usual acclaim. Sarah Jane, a 
greater versatility. He’s on the|cute miss, does one neat dance 
| stage for virtually three-fourths of | numb r in which her personality 
| the pe rforman e, and, in addition to } counts for more than her stepping, 
his ‘before the curtain’ chatter, he |and Joey Ray has a couple of bits 
takes plenty of punishment in sev- | that are liked. 
eral instances, including a ‘wres- Wynn wrote the dialog and con« 
tling’ bit in which he goes through | ceived the ideas in addition to di- 
gruelling gyrations. Also, he does|recting. Harry Warren wrote the 


score which has in it ‘Oh, that Kiss’ 
and ‘The Laugh Parade,’ a couple 
of possible hits. 

Show ran almost an hour too 
long the first night, but is being 
brought down to normal length. If 
the abundance of familiar specialty 
offerings doesn’t count too much 
against it, Wynn’s own following 
should make ‘Laugh Parade’ inte 
a hit. 





PETER FLIES HIGH ~ 


Washington, Sept. 18. 

In the hottest week Washington 
has seen in many years, the Na- 
tional Theatre opened Sept. 14, with 
Myron Fagan’s new comedy, ‘Peter’ 
Flies High,’ Glenn Hunter in the 
title role. Before the doors opened 
on the first show, Steven E. Coch- 
ran, house manager, had $2,800 in 
advance sales, the biggest draw 
since the war for a new play. The 
Wednesday matinee was a ‘sell out,’ 
the thermometer at 96 in the shade. 

The opening week at the National 
topped all other seasonal openings, 
out-classing Lenore Ulric’s ‘Pagan 
Lady’ last year by about $2,000, It 
was estimated by Harry Rapley, the 
owner, that the play did $16,000 on 
the week—which shows either that 
the theatre is on the way back in 
Washington or that Glenn Hunter is 
a great drawing card. 

So far as the Fagan play goes, it 





menhood, pop in and out every now 
dialog 
Idea is good and they 
Careful direction 
should help as the girls have un- 





New Stocks 


Dramatic stock took on signs of 
encouragement by the following 
companies either opening or set to 
open shortly: 

Dwight Meade’s Players at Co- 
lonial, Lawrence, Mass., Sept. 28. 

Al Jackson’s Co. at Gary, Gary, 
Ind. 


Montclair Players 





in Montclair 


theatre, Montclair, N. J., Oct. 5. 
Addison Pitt, director. 
Copely theatre stock, Boston, 


opening Oct. 3, direction, E. E. Un- 
derhill. 

Ndith King Players in Hartman, 
Columbus, O., 


Mary Hart Players in RKO Or- 
pheum, St. Louis, either Sept. 28 
or Oct. 5. 


James Hayden’s new Co., Dallas, 
Oct. 5; Hayden now casting in New 
York, 

Cameron Matthews new Co., Em- 
pire, Toronto, opening Sept. 28. 
Pitt, Pittsburgh, under George 
Sharp’s direction, 

A. J. Casey moving stock from 
English O. H., Indianapolis, to Pal- 


ace, Houston. 

Jessie Bonstelle opens Civic the- 
atre, Detroit, Sept. 21. 

Oo. D. Woodward opened new 
stock in Midtown-Empress, St. 
Louis. 

Ketbcum and Cleveland started 
new Co. in Denham, Denver. 


Steve Cochran launches Wash- 
ington stock at National, Oct. 1. 





Commercial Interviews 
Raydie Harris goes to the coast 
in a couple of weeks to continue he: 


cial account. Her contract is with 
tesinol Soap calling for two weekly 
interviews over a period of 26 
weeks. 

Miss Harris, former film 
writer, has been conducting a 
ilar series in the east as a 


mag 
sim- 


Sus- 














taining feature. 


is one of those made-to-order come- 
dies about a young fellow who is all 
fed up on the old home town. He 
determines to clezr out, make some- 
thing of himself, and come back as 
a big shot. He does, but sails on 
a ship with a false bottom. So, when 
the blow-off comes, he gets all wet, 
floundering in a sea of lies. In the 
last act, the girl friend comes to the 
rescue, puts him on his feet—and 
everything ends happily, with mil- 
lions made out of a miraculous land 
deal; just like that. 

The supporting cast looked for all 

the world like the revival of a Na- 
tional Theatre Players’ comedy, 
since most of the last and former 
season players from the S. E. Coch- 
ran stock company players were on 
hand. Among those present were 
Mrs. Adelaide Hibbard, Katheryn 
Gibney, just back from Hollywood 
and the pictures, Forrest Orr, Mary 
Loane, playing the feminine lead, 
Brian Donlevy, Matthew Crowley, 
Eileen Wilson, Dulcie Cooper, Burké 
Clark, and Will T. Hays. 
‘Peter Flies High’ is scheduled, 
after Philadelphia and Cleveland, 
for a Broadway opening. Also, it 
is rumored that the picture people, 
especially Parmmount, are already 
dickering for the script. Whatever 
the future of the play, it has a run 
in stock waiting for it; for it’s that 
kind of art object. John Daly. 











MONEY IS 
INDEPENDENCE 


Independence May Be 
Acquired by Carrying 
a Monthly Income 


Emergencies—sudden_ illness— 
crash in’ stocks — closin of 
banks, etc., throw vivid light on 
the value of cash. 

Let us show you how to save 
—how to provide an income that 
will make you independent and 
take care of any emergency. 

Do business with a firm with | 
over 20 years’ experience. 


For further information see 





film star interviews for a commer- | 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hil! 2-7838—7839 
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The Guaranteed System 
What may revolutionize the retail 
book biz, or, what is more impor- 
tant, may prove its saviour, is the 
new sales plan of the Philadelphia 


publisher, Roland Swain & Co., 
which it calls the Guaranteed Book 
thing. 

By ‘guaranteeing’ the book, the 


publishing house takes all responsi- 
Thus the book- 


seller gets the volume on a return- 


bility for its sales. 


. : s “1 -_ + 41 er oth sd 
basis, Sitiilat LU Lait Mme 


able 


employed by most and news- 


mags 


papers. If, after 90 days, the book 
remains unsold, it can be returned 
to the publisher for a full cash 
credit. 

That’s only half the plan, as-con- 
cerns the bookseller. Other half is 
guarateeing it to the purchaser. 
Publishing house gives the pur- 
chaser same return privilege. If the 


purchaser no like, he can bring it 
back, publishing house itself doing 
the repurchasing. 

The Guaranteed Book thing long 
agitated for by the American Book- 
sellers’ Assn., to no response until 
now. All the publishers may have 
to fall in line. Advantages to him- 
self of a Guaranteed Book will make 
the bookseller push this type and 
the others can’t afford to stay out. 

To the bookseller, the Guaranteed 
Book is a lifesaver, solving many 
problems for him. It is the advan- 
tage of being able to stock up fully, 
few booksellers chancing the entire 
book output. Ona returnable basis 
he can put everything issued on the 


shelves, secure in the knowledge 
that he can return what doesn’t 
move. 


Hardly likely that the rest of the 
publishers will readily fall in line 
for the Guaranteed Book. It means 
a return to a business system gen- 
erally frowned on—merchandise on 
consignment. To business leaders 
such a system is ruinous, for the 
advantages are all with the retailer. 
Booksellers believe it is about time 
they had some advantages. 


Whys of Names 


The why of a nom de plume for 
a scribbler not always the same as 
that of a pseudonym for a per- 
former. A performer with an odd 
name will change it to a more eu- 
phonious one so that it will be re- 
membered. Scribblers take on nom 
de plumes for diverse reasons, these 
frequently more painful on the jaw 
than their possessors’ own cogno- 
mens, 


Only ones who tried to make 
things easy when taking on nom de 
plumes were O. Henry, Joseph Con- 
rad and Mark Twain. Samuel Porter 
made it O. Henry because of a per- 
sonal reason. Conrad had to take 
that name or something even sim- 
pler, for his own Polish handle was 
a trial even to himself and particu- 
larly out of place since he wrote in 
English. Samuel Clemens took Mark 
Twain, a Mississippi River boat 
term, simply as a gag, and when the 
name jumped into sudden fame he 
had to continue it. 


Cosmo Hamilton got that tag be- 
cause his brothers, family named 
Gibbs, were all scribblers, and he 
didn’t want to be confused with the 
others. Willard Huntington Wright, 
as a serious essayist, stuck S. S. 
Van Dine on his mystery tales, as he 
didn’t want it known he had sunk 
that low. 


Many women have taken male 
nom de plumes, like George Sand 
and Henry Handel Richardson, in 
the belief that a male name would 
mean more to a book. Explains why 
a Winifred Kirkland, when writing 
on a serious topic, becomes James 
Priceman, 

Most other scribblers with nom 
de plumes made things worse when 
taking on the pseudenym, however, 
which is why Oscar Wilde could 
never be remembered as Sebastian 
Melmoth, etc. 


Racketeers’ Trade Papers 


‘The Night Hawk’ gets the by- 
line in the New York ‘Evening 


“ Graphic’ for about as close an ex- 


pose of racketeering as could be set 
in type. While some of it is from 
the records, the main facts of con- 
nections, affliations, etc., with the 
general scheme as outlined by -The 
Night Hawk’ in ‘The Graphic’ are 
substantially accurate, from inside 
accounts. 


That the tabs, in which class goes 
‘The Graphic,’ are practically the 
trade papers for racketeers seems 
to be uphold by a story in the ‘Gra- 
phic’ the other day under the same 
‘Night Hawk’ by-line. It was an 
interview with Jack Legs Diamond 
who was in Troy, N. Y., at the time. 





Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending 
Sept. 19 by American News Co.) 
Fiction 

Shadows on the Rock, by 
Willa Cather .......-..$2.50 





10 Commandments, by 
Warwick Deeping ..... 2.50 
Young and Healthy, by 
Donald Henderson 
rere ee eee 2.00 
Finch’s Fortune, by Mazo 
SN ia Cie ane bak a was 2.50 
Brothers in the West, by 
Robert Raynolds........ 2.50 
White Bird Flying, by 


Bess Streeter Aldrich.. 2.00 
Non-Fiction 
Washington Merry - Go- 
Round, by Anonymous. $3.00 
Culbertson’s Summary, by 


Ely Culbertson .......- 1.00 
Official System of Con- 

tract Bridge, by Milton 

C. We Ot6.cccccssasiic 1.50 


Man’s Own Show; Civili- 
zation, by George Dorsey 5.00 

Mirrors of 1932, by Anony- 
a ae Se ka ea a ae 2.50 

Mexico, by Stuart Chase. 3.00 











The interview sounded like a mes- 
sage from Diamond to. certain 
people in New York, whether ‘The 
Night Hawk’ knew that or not. 

It is said Diamond has not been 
in New York City since his convic- 
tion for a federal violation some 
weeks age. Nor had he been in New 
York in person for sometime before 
his trial. 

As-a side comment it may be 
stated that rum sellers, dealers and 
handlers of booze throughout New 
York and others more closely in- 
terested are reading ‘The Graphic’ 
nowadays and will continue while 
the ‘Night Hawk’ daily serial runs 
on. 


Canada’s Duty 


Despite moderation in the Cana- 
dian mag import duty, which for 
a time threatened to keep American 
mags out of Canada because of re- 
sultant prohibitive sales. prices, 
Canadian publishers are proceeding 
with plans to give Canadian read- 
ers mags by Canadians. 


Besides the many new mags es- 
tablished since the mag import duty 
first went on, long established mags 
are expanding to take in territory 
and features formerly covered by 
the imported American mags. 

Instance is the ‘Western Home 
Monthly,’ for 31 years a sectional 
Western Canada mag, which now 
goes national over the Dominion. 
Present circulation of 115,000, not a 
bad figure for a sectional Canadian 
mag, will be increased as its terri- 
tory is extended, running up to a 
guaranteed circulation on October, 
1932, of 180,000. 


With the expansion plan, the 
‘Western Home Monthly,’ like the 
other Canadian mags, is making a 
bid for American business. 





Inside on ‘Garbo’ 

‘Private Life of Greta Garbo,’ by 
Nilla Page Palmborg, was assigned 
the authoress by Doubleday-Doran 
a year ago June and was to have 
been issued last February, but de- 
layed through the _ secrecy with 
which Ogden Nash of D-D thought 
Mrs. Palmborg should proceed in 
writing her book. This was because 
of Metro’s and Garbo’s publicity 
policy but when it was completed 
Nash thought it was quite a ‘break’ 
for both and submitted the com- 
pleted mss. to M-G-M, without con- 
sulting the writer, in the hopes of 
enlisting Metro’s co-operation on 
exploitation, 

Latter threatened heavy lawsuits, 
ete., but after legal consultation it 
was agreed there was no cause for 
complaint. 


_- ~+— 


Hollywood Gags as Book 


Writers and columnists who have 
been in close contact with Holly- 
wood are being solicited by Simon 
and Schuster, publishers, to con- 
tribute gags for a book which they 
announce in the making under the 
title of ‘Jewel Enic Anthology of 
Hollywood Humor.’ 

Among those which the form let- 
ter says the publishers have already 
solicited are J. P. McEvoy, Walter 
Winchell, Joe Cook, Robert Bench- 
ley, Ring Lardner. 


Ripley’s Long Trip 
30b Ripley is going to the South 
Seas on a W. R. Hearst expense 
account. 
Rip will take pictures of oddities 





on the way and while at the Islands. 


Westerners Are Back 


Book-length Westerns in favor 
again. Alan LeMay, William Mac- 
Leod Raine, Jackson Gregory, Kath- 
arine Newlin Burt, William Byron 
Mowery, Eli Colter, Dane Coolidge, 
and the rest of the horse opera fic- 
tioneers back on the lists. 


A year ago the Western story 
scribblers, with the exception of 
Zane Grey and possibly Alan Le- 
May, were poison in the book pub- 
lishers’ offices. Turned these scrib- 
blers to the mags or, in some in- 
stances, to other types of tales in 
which they were not successful. 

These scribblers bided their time, 
in the knowledge that Westerns, 
though down, are never out, Now 
back, as always. . 


Real Names of Authors 


Barnard M. Eldershaw, author of 
‘Green Memory,’ is a combination 
of Flora S. Eldershaw and Marjorie 
Barnard. Sophie Kerr, ‘In For a 
Penny,’ is Mrs. S. K. Underwood. 
Lucy Maud Montgomery, ‘A Tangled 
Web,’ is Mrs. Evan Macdonald. 
Dorothy L. Sayers, ‘Suspicious Char- 
acters,’ is Mrs. Atherton Fleming. 
May Wynne, “The Masked Rider,’ is 
May Knowles, 


Personality Poison 


Hollywood will come in for more 
ribbing in a new novel, ‘Screen 
Star,’ by Jack Preston, to be pub- 
lished by Doubleday, Page, but be- 
fore it’s okayed for final proofs no 
one is taking any chances on libel. 

Attorneys for the _ publishing 
house are checking up closely with 
leading film companies and intra- 
industry experts on portions of the 
book which might be construed as 
falling within the purview of libel. 

Among ticklish material from 
publisher’s angle is a passage of 
three pages which deals with char- 
acters attending a Writer-Wampus 
Club dinner in the film factory cap- 
ital, 





Sport Mag Folds 

Madison Square Garden Sports 
Magazine is through after one issue. 
While the mag held the Garden 
label it was projected as an illus- 
trated sports monthly featuring 
name writers. 

Publication came out just prior 
to the Schmeling-Stribling fight at 
Cleveland. About 4,000 copies were 
sold there to fans and another 2,000 
were bought in New York. The 
staff figured that a good showing 
for a starter but the Garden heads, 
backing the publication, thought 
otherwise. 





‘Notches’ a Biography 

‘Gun Notches,’ to be published 
next week by Stokes, is by Al Cohn, 
picture scenarist on the Coast, and 
Joseph Chisholm. It is one of those 
‘as told to’ stories of the Southwest. 
in reality biography of Thomas H. 
Rynning, frontiersman. 

Book carries an introduction by 
Rupert Hughes. 





5 ‘World’ Ex’s 

Five employees of the old ‘World’ 
are now in show biz. F. P. Dunne, 
Jr., Chas. Darnton, George Gerhard 
and James Gow.-are p a.’s, latter 
also having written a play which 
Jed Harris shortly will produce. 

Fifth is Sylvia Lewis, former 
women’s page editor, now with Paul 
Streger, legit producer, 





Colleges Only 
First issue of ‘Intercollegiate 
Sports,’ R. E. Copeland's new mag, 
is scheduled for Sept. 22. No news- 
stand circulation planned; colleges 
only. 





Doubleday Doran, which sought to 
build up a new string of mags, has 
scrapped its recently established 
‘Star Magazine’ and will concentrate 
its mag fiction efforts on ‘West’ and 
‘Short Stories.’ Style of ‘Star Mag- 
azine’ was along the lines of ‘Ar- 
gsosy,’ but no could go. Leaves Roy 
Horn in charge of ‘Short Stories’ 
and ‘West’ solely. 


‘Ballyhoo’s’ Climb 

‘Ballyhoo,’ the new comic mag, is 
reported making the fastest in- 
crease in circulation of any monthly 
on record. First edition was 250.- 
000, seconds ran 500,000 and the 
current edition is claimed at 1,000- 
000 copies. General idea of kidding 
nationally advertised products is 
reported having brought much of- 
fered ad copy, but the mag’s policy 
is no straight or paid advertising. 


Ennis as Columnist 
Bert Ennis, brother of the late 





Harry Ennis of ‘Variety,’ has de- 











Beaver Stuff 





George S. Kaufman after 
several days meets Laurence 
Stallings, on whose ‘Eldorado’ 
he is working and will stage. 


Says George: ‘Well, where 
havé ‘you been?’ 

Laurence: ‘Oh, I’ve been 
working like a beaver.’ 
George: ‘Exactly like a 
beaver.’ 











veloped into columnist whose matter 
is attracting attention of others of 
the craft. Latter have been using 
stuff out of Ennis’ ‘So This Is Man- 
hattan,’ generally with credits. 

The Ennis column is syndicated 
to 40 out of town newspapers in 
addition to a number of Catholic 
publications, 


He started columning while on 
the coast for the Catholic Motion 
Picture Guild News. Ennis is also 
head of Columbia Pictures exploi- 
tation in New York. 


10 Yr. Contract Expiring 
Harry Hershfield’s 10-year con- 
tract with King Features will ex- 
pire Dec. 31, next. 


Just a mention; not so often a 
10-year contract expires. 
Chatter 
‘Newsdom’ folding, the Jack 


Hyatt suit hastening the process. 

Coningsby Dawson here, 

E. Arnot Robertson is a femme 
and red-headed. 

They are saying Booth Tarking- 
ton will scribble very little more, 
if anything. 

That perfumed book thing of Es- 
sandees is merely a gag. 

Burleigh Valentine can’t scribble 
except in a green dressing gown. 

Scribblers’ mags finding things 
tough. ‘ 

The mag ‘Frolics’ is now ‘Paris 
Frolics’ to confuse scribblers. 

‘How to write for Radio’ is a new 
book by Katharine Seymour and 
J. W. T. Martin. 

‘Soldiers of Fortune,’ 
edited by Harry Bates. 


Those short-shorts in the Proad- 
way theatre programs fetch around 
$50 each, but they don’t want any 
more for another year or more. Bar- 
barca Blake selects them. 


Alfred Dashiell, the mag editor, 
often confused with Dashiell Ham- 
mett, the novelist, but doesn’t mind. 

N. Y. ‘Times’ depts. all over the 
place, due to a shuffling on the new 
annex opening. Still knocking down 
walls, 


new mag, 





T erry Vs. Fields 


(Continued from page 46) 
Garden. The former Dempsey han- 
dlers appeared to have advised their 
boy to take it easy. It’s a cinch 
that Terry nearly outswung him- 
self, 

Fields continually walked into 
Terry, electing to take the body 
socks in order to do his infighting 
stuff.. Jackie popped Payne’s head 


back with inside uppercuts. While 
Terry copped about four rounds on 
punching power, it was rather even 
up to the 10th, which was hardly 
fought on both sides. No question 
that Fields is the better and more 
accurate boxer. His left hooks in 
the eight and ninth rounds, punc- 
tuated with right crosses, would 
have felled a less hardy fellow than 
the Buzz Saw. It should be rated 
a lucky win for the latter. Fields 
looked better than when he ap- 
peared here as a title holder. 


The main event was not the only 
one that made it seem like the 
judges were looking out the win- 
dow. In the first 10-rounder Solly 
Kreiger, the East Sider, who at- 
tracted attention in a new talent 
show, met My Sullivan, a middle- 
weight from St. Paul. Looked like 
Kreiger copped clearly, but they 
called it an even contest. 

Right after that Paulie Walker, 
the hard hitter from Jersey, took 
over Vincent Hambright of Cincin- 
nati. Both are sluggers and they 
Set a pace that steamed the fans 
for the minute and few seconds the 
bout lasted. Walker went down for 
no count soon after the start and 
then declared war. Suddenly he 
bent a perfect left hook on Ham- 


bright’s chin. Over went Vince 
rolling flat on his back and no 


chance to arise. 

Just as soon as Joe Humphries 
climbed into the ring the fans 
yelled: ‘Draw, draw,’ and even Joe 
had to laugh. Attendance very 


==—=—==, 


News From the Dailies 


(Continued from page 35) 


tor, were auctioned last wee 


k i 
Angeles to a representative ye 


amateur dramatic club. The 

* Y were 
sold by his widow, Miss Ge 
Hamper, Genevieve 





Nella Burt, legit actress 
granted a divorce from Will 
Henry McMullen, aviator, in J, 
on grounds of desertion. 
they were married in 192 
her husband left her 
iv South America, 


Was 
iam 


1923 and that 
in 1929 to Zo 


Gloria Swanson, through her 
business manager, Irving Wakoff, in 
Beverly Hills last week denied she 
was married in Illinois to Michael] 
Farmer last August. Her divorce 
from the Marquis de la Falaise doeg 
not become final until November, 

Jocelyn Lee, ex-wife of Luther 
Reed, film director, appeared in .. 
A. courts on charges brought by 
Ivan St. Johns, screen writer, that 
Miss Lee became enraged in his 
home when her husband would not 
take her on an outing, smashing 16 
windows. 


O. B. Winters of New York, ar« 
rived in Reno last week to obtain 
a divorce from Pauline Lord, New 
York stage star. Understood he 
will charge cruelty. 

There'll be only one suit brought 
against David Hutton, groom of 
Aimee Semple MacPherson, for 
breach of promise, it was revealed 
last week in L. A. A suit for $200,000 
was filed by Myrtle Hazel Joan St, 
Pierre, Pasadena nurse. Mrs. Ro- 
land Neece (Betty O'Deille), radio 
entertainer, announced she would 
drop her projected suit for $250,000, 
Hutton and his bride of a few days 
are on a honeymoon in Oregon, 
where they will spend 12 days 
working revivals. 


Mrs. Hazel Pasley’s $302,300 dam- 
age suit against Principal theatres 
on allegation that she suffered per- 
manent nervous injuries when 
hugged by a ‘Gorrila Man’ retained 
by the defendants to advertise a pic. 
ture, was put off the L. A. court 
calendar until the hugger could be 
located. 


Dolores Del Rio several years ago 
just missed being named co-res- 
pondent in the divorce suit of Mary 


Aiken, ex-film actress, against Ede 
win Csrewe, director, because ‘Cae 
rewe paid his wife some money,’ 
This was revealed in the deposition 


of Miss Del Rio givenin the suit for 
$31,000 brought against her by Gun- 
ther Lessing, attorney, for services 
rendered. 


Carter De Haven, actor, last week 
in court stated he could not find 
work in his profession and that his 
real-estate business was not even 
breaking even. Resulted in dis- 
missal of contempt of court charges 
brought against him by his wife for 
non-payment of alimony. 





Josephine Dunn aired her alimony 
troubles in L. A. superior court, 
complaining that although awarded 
$75 per month alimony and $250 
lawyers’ fees pending her contested 
suit for divorce from Clyde Great- 
house, each charging cruelty, she 
cannot collect. 





Threats to bomb L. A. news- 
stands unless they handled bootleg 
songsheets, resulted in the arrest of 
John Pativa, Ben Culver, Vincent 
Sheely and Fred Cordova. 





Los Angeles court gave H. H. 
Van Loan, film writer, 30 days 
grace in which to make an alimony 
payment to his estranged wife, Mrs. 
Gertrude Van Loan. He is $1,200 
behind in $157 monthly alimony. 


Mid-West 


Chicago courts last week closud 
the dog tracks when they dissolved 
an injunction which restrained the 
police from interfering. 





George Gerhing, owner of the 
Rosewood theatre, Chicago, last 
week filed the praecipe of a suit for 
$500,000 against Metro-Goldwyn dis 
tributing company and against Es- 
saness Theatres. According to the 
attorney for Gerhing, Metro-Gold- 
wyn contracted to furnish him first 
run pictures during the year, an 
that Metro arranged with Essaness 
to furnish him only films which had 
already been shown in the loop. 
Mrs. Norman Ryrholm, ex-wife of 
Cliff ‘Ukulele Ike’ Edwards, has pe- 
titioned the Superior Court in Chi- 
cago to compel her former husbane 
to pay a $1,200 hospital bill for theit 
son, George Clifton, 13, whose less 
were severed two months ago by 4 
freight train. 
Japan has signified her intention 
of exhibiting at the Chicago World's 
Fair in 1933, and has appropriated 
$500,000 for the purpose. 





Cook County Emergency relief 
Committee includes Barney Bala- 
ban, Sidney Spiegel, Sheldon Clark 
and Charles Daniel Clark, amon& 





much off, but it proved a good card. 


312 others. 


She stated. 
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CHICAGO LEADS) AUGUST MUSIC SURVEY 


MOVE IN OF SALES MADE DURING AUGUST BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


SALES a 


6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 


58 VARIETY 














—_———. ... 


===» 


; eee P Pe. > : wey: y = 
nhl ner we. it Se’ aos” mt 
to ten ce utoompe gall ee. 


a 








- 


~~ & 




































































New York, Sept. 19. Reported by Leading Sebbaza 
Sales during August were @ trifle 

better than that of July, but still ! 

ES e 

way below par. Publishers hope NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGEL f: 

he suart , le “| 

and are looking for an improvement | No. 1—SONG ‘When the Moon Comes Over the/‘When the Moon Comes Over the|‘When the Moon Comes Over the | 
ith the fall Mountain’ Mountain’ Meuntalal 
yes . : M yn Over the Moun- ne, oo ‘Just One More Chance’ ‘| Found a Million Dollar Baby’ ‘| Found a Million Dollar Baby’ P 
Besser No. 1 for the past month No. 3—SONG ‘Many Happy Returns’ ‘Just One Mcre Chance’ Gum tas : 
by a wide margin. Makes the sec- No. 4—SONG ‘| Found a Million Dollar Baby’ ‘Many Happy Returns’ Sask than Ueca Gleanee seein ; 
ond month this tune has held that] No. 56—SONG ‘’'m Through With Love’ ‘Waltz You Saved for Me’ a Waser Chetnene | 
berth. In the deuce there is also a| No. 6-SONG ‘Come to Me’ ‘Moonlight Saving Time’ ‘Moonlight Saving Time’ mo 8 ] 
repeater, Famous’ ‘Just One More id pht | aN a 
Chance,’ which cops second for Au- ——__—_., 4 : 
gust and held the same spot in the ; . 
July survey. ; } 

‘Many Happy Returns ’(Witmark) . ; : 
came up fast to run third and 3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers } 
Robbins’ ‘Through With Love,’ . : ; ; ae ' : ! 
July's No. 3, slid to fifth last month. | Side responsible for the major saies only are reported.- Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 
Remick’s ‘I Found a Million Dollar , ) } 
Baby’ sold strongly during the en- sales, both sides are mentioned: } 
tire month and earns No. 4, while ! 

‘Come to Me’ (DeSylva) is resting 

BRUNSWICK—No. 1 ‘At Your Command,’ ‘Many Happy Re- : 1 


in the same position for the sec- 
ond time, No. 6. ‘Come to Me’ is 
from the picture, ‘Indiscreet.’ 

Other songs which sold well dur- 
ing August, and were close upon 
the heels of the first six were Ber- 
lin’s ‘Me,’ Mills’ ‘Star Dust,’ and 
DeSylva’s ‘Nevertheless.’ 

Dise sales are still ’way off. 


‘Give Me Your Affection, Honey’ (Abe 
Lyman Orch.) 
‘When the Moon Comes 
Mountain’ (Nick Lucas) 
‘In the Merry Month of Maybe’ (Frank 
Trumbauer Orch.) 

‘Georgia On My Mind’ (Frank Trum- 
bauer Orch.) 

‘Many Happy Returns’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Stardust’ (Victor Young Orch.) 
turns’ (Bing Crosby) = 


‘Six or Seven Times’ (Cab Calloway 
Orch.) 


‘I’m Through with Love’ (Bing Crosby) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


Over the| ‘At Your Command’ (Bing Crosby) ’ 





BRUNSWICK—No. 3 ‘I’m Through with Love’ (Bing Crosby) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 4 ‘Just One More Chance’ (Bing Crosby) ‘Alexander's 


Loma Orch.) 
‘White Jazz’ (Casa Loma Orch.) 


Ragtime Band’ (Casa 
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BRUNSWICK—No. & ‘Minnie the Moocher’ (Cab Calloway 

















Orch.) 
Chi’s Disc Pickup BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Dancing in the Dark’ (Jacques Renard | ‘Black Rhythm’ (Cab Calloway Orch.) | ‘Shout, Sisters, Shout’ (Boswell Sis.) 
Chicago, Sept. 19. Orch.) 
Business on the jump both at the = = oe 
ory nto proc saa the disc | COLUMBIA—No. 1 ‘I'm All Dressed Up with a Broken|‘i Found a Million Dollar Baby’ (Ted|‘Begging for Love’ (Guy Lombardo 


counters. Phonograph trade is find- Heart’ (Ted Lewis Band) Raph Orch.) Orch.) 
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: ‘ : h. Figured | COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘’'m An Unemployed Sweetheart,’ ‘It’s|‘When the Moon Comes Over the| ‘Little Girl’ (Joe Venuti Orch.) 
pooh ae ts erie enaaiee rote the Girl’ (Ted Wallace Band) Mountain’ (Radiolites) 
months. : COLUMBIA—No. 3 ‘Begging for Love,’ ‘Sweet and Lovely’! ‘Many Happy Returns’ (Ipana Troub.) | ‘Choo-Choo’ (Paul Whiteman Orch.) a 
‘Moon Over the Mountain’ re- , (Guy Lombardo Orch.) E 
mains in the ace rung but ‘Million COLUMBIA—No. 4 | Love Louisa,’ ‘What Is It’ (Smith|‘I’m An Unemployed Sweetheart’ (Ted | ‘Ail Dressed Up with a Broken Heart? © 
“Dollar Baby’ is the new runner-up Ballew Orch.) Wallace Orch.) (Ted Lewis Orch.) i 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘My Sweet Tooth Says | Wanna,’ ‘No- 
body Loves My Baby’ (Ben Selwin 
Orch.) 

‘I’m Good for Nothing But Love,’ ‘i’m 
Falling in Love’ (Ruth Etting) 


‘Slow But Sure’ (Knickerbockers) ‘Please Don’t Talk About Me’ (Ethel 


Waters) 


here displacing ‘Wanna Sing About 
You.’ ‘Many Happy Returns’ is also 
a@ newcomer, with the rest all hold- 
overs. No. 7 spot would go to ‘It’s 
the Girl’ with eighth scrambled 
among ‘Come to Me,’ ‘Little Girl,’ 
‘Me,’ and ‘Through With Love.’ 

In the record line, unusual note 
is the Puzzle Disc of Victor. Has 
three songs on each side, grooved 
in such a fashion that it’s impos- 
sible to tell which tune will be 
picked up by the needle. Novelty 
angle and bargain of six numbers 
accounts for the sales. 

Another strange occurrence is the 
fact that not one blue-ribbon disc 
for August was present in the honor 
list the previcus session. 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘Sweet and Lovely’ 


Orch.) 


(Guy Lombardo 





‘Falling in Love Again’ (Ruth Etting? 








‘Without That Gal’ 
Orch.) 


‘When Yuba Plays the Rhumba’ (Rudy 
Vallee Orch.) 


‘High and Low’ (Waring’s Penns.) 


VICTOR—No. 1 (Leo Reisman| ‘When Yuba Plays the Rhumba’ (Rudy 


Vallee Orch.) 
‘| Love Louisa’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


‘Sweet 
Orch.) 
‘1 Love Louisa’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


and Lovely’ (Gus Arnheim 











VICTOR—No. 2 








‘Limehouse Blues’ 


Orch.) 
‘High and Low’ (Fred Waring Orch.) 


‘Dancing in the Dark’ (Leo Reisman 
Orch.) 


‘| Found a Million Dollar Baby’ (War- | ‘Puzzle Record’ 
ing’s Penns.) é 


VICTOR—No. 3 (Duke Ellington | ‘It’s the Girl’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 








‘| Love Louisa’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 
It’s the Girl’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 4 
VICTOR—No. 6 


‘Dancing in the Dark’ (Waring’s Orch.) 
‘Come to Me’ (Hi Hatters) 
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VICTOR—No. 6 


‘At Your Command’ 
Orch.) 


(Gus Arnheim 
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Sheet Sales Brighter 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Music sales continue their slow 
climt from the summer slump. First 
three songs are bunched together 
in sales volume. Outlook is bright- 
er than at any other time this year. 


Publishers’ 3 Best Seller: 1n Sheet Music 


Publishers are listed in alphabetical order, not according to p~»ition their numbers hold in the present market. Pub- 
lishers made their own reports 


Rs a 1 nae me 


























‘ pontasgges aren pt in ‘ the PUBLISHER SONG NO. 1 SONG NO. 2 SONG NO. 3 
; : : ? 7 we 
aren't even buying needles for their | Berlin ‘Me’ . ‘Love Letters in the Sand’ ‘Why Dance?’ 





‘On the Beach With You’ 
‘Come to Me’ 
‘Without That Gal’ 


‘There’s No Other Girl’ 
‘Nevertheless’ 
‘’'m with You’ 


Davis, Coots & E. 
De Syiva, Brown & H. 
Donaldson, Douglas & G. 


phonographs. 


HERE AND THERE 


‘A Little Less of Moonlight’ 
‘l Apologize’ 
‘Love Waltz’ 

































































Winston-Salem, N. C. Reason is a Oiman, Abe. ‘Little Girl’ ‘In a Dre ? ; "1 ; 7: 
couple of dates at the Twin City : —: | idolize My Baby’s Eyes 








Famous ‘Just One More Chance’ ‘Under Your Window Tonight’ ‘While Hearts Are Smiling’ 
| Harry Gabriele, organist, opens at | Feist ‘It’s the Girl’ ‘Moonlight Saving Time’ ‘Waltz You Saved for Me’ 
4 Fox’ Savoy, Brooklyn, Sept. 19, in- | Fox, Sam ‘Kiss Me Goodnight’ ‘Cute Little Things You Do’ ‘Do You Believe in Love at Sight?’ _ 
A | def. Freed-Powers ‘Why Shouldn’t 1?’ ‘Was It Wrong?’ ‘Sleepytime Down South’ 
@ ‘ theart of the M tains’ ? i i P ‘Hi 
| George Simeon has joined Abo O1- Handman & Goodman soe eart of the queheing oor Little Gigolette Hills of Old Montana’ 
| : . Harms Two Hearts in Waltz Time Hour of Parting’ ‘Have You Forgotten’ 

man Music. He was last with De- - ; g 

i Sylva. Kornhieser ‘Pardon Me, Pretty Baby ‘Maybe It’s the Moon’ ‘Faithfully Yours’ ut 
a Marks ‘Reflections of You’ ‘How Soon We Forget’ ‘Poor Kid’ i 
4 Eddie Wittstein’s New MHaven| Jack Mills ‘Star Dust’ ‘Minnie the Moocher’ ‘| Love You More Each Day’ pal 
‘ orchestra hops south Oct. 2-3 to] Joe Morris ‘I'm Just a Dancing Sweetheart’ ‘When Your Hair Has Turned to Silver’ | ‘Linda’ oe 
i 




















Golf Club and a private party Remick’e ‘! Found a Million Dollar Baby’ ‘I Can’t Write the Words’ ‘Shine On, Harvest Moon’ i 
(Mrs. Jefferson Penn) at Reidville, Robbins 7 Moon Cover Over the/‘i’m Through With Love’ ‘Sweet and Lovely’ % 
salons Santly Bros. ‘Kiss That You’ve Forgotten’ ‘Take It From Me’ ‘There’s a Time and Piace for Every* 
Change of RKO house musical di- thing’ an . is 
rectors has Hal Saunders replacing | Shapiro- Bernstein “Wrap Your Troubles in Dreams’ ‘Rocky Mountain Lullaby’ ‘Can’t Stop Me From Loving You’ > 
Lee Mordecai at the Fordham, and | Sherman-Clay ‘Sing Another Chorus, Please’ ‘Cuckoo in the Clock’ iasnaial 





Sterling 
Witmark & Sone 


Dave Teitelbaum assigned to the 
Chester. 


‘Sooner or Later’ 
‘Many Happy Returns’ 


‘Lazy Waters’ 
‘For You’ 





‘All in My Love for You’ 
‘Say a Little Prayer’ 
Don Redman, formerly leader of 4 

















i 








McKinney’s Cotton Pickers, is 
forming a new band and has been 
placed under a Brunswick recording 
contract. 





Four Gershwin tunes in Fox's 
‘Delicious’ will be chirped by vocal 
ensembles with exception of the 
title song. Janet Gaynor, soprano, 
will sing that one. Others are 
‘Biah, Biah, Blah With You,’ ‘Some- 
body From Somewhere,’ and ‘You 
Started It. In addition will record 
Gershwin's ‘Second Rhapsody,’ 
Written for the picture. 





Clothing Radioing 
Hart, Schaffner & Marx start a 
CES broadcast, Oct. 1. 
Will use Victor Young’s orches- 
tra and a quartet. 





Aaronson For Sam Hare 
Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Irving Aaronson gets the initial 
assignment for the Winter Garden, 
northside spot being opened Oct. 15 
by Sam Hare, 

Same combo follows Earl Burtnett 
into the Lowry, St. Paul, Sept. 27 
for a two-week stay. 





° 9 ° 
Sophie’s Pick Ups 

Sophie Tucker is taking a pre- 
paratory course in broadcasting. 
She called at the NBC last week 
to ask for freedom of the studios, 
stating she wants to learn the ether 
routine by watching the others 
at it. 

The network gave Soph a perma- 
nent pass. 

It's Soph’s own idea. 





Irene Franklin on 
program, CBS, Oct. 5-7-9. 


the Tinit 





MARK FISHER WIBO HEAD 
Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Mark Fisher takes over the job 
of chief baton wielder for station 
WIBO Oct. 14. Meantime he has 
been assigned a commercial, Gold- 
en Rod Ice Cream, a daily 15-minute 
studio combo program starting to- 
day (21), 

Fisher's own band of 12 pieces 
doesn’t make its station entry until 
Oct. 15 to allow ample letout no- 
tice for the present incumbents. 

3esides handling the ice cream 
account, Which has a year to go. 





Fisher will direct the more impors 
tant sustaining programs. He re- 
cently completed a five-year con- 
tract with B. & K. 





CLEANING IT UP 
A non-published risque 
titled ‘I'll Be Giad When Youre 
Dead, You Rascal, You,’ has — 
purchased by Jack Mills. writers 
are two colored boys from Chicas 
Theard and Williams. : 
Mills will publish the song after 
cleaning up the lyrics. 


song 
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2%, of ‘Scandals’ Gross 
Whole Dispute About 
Which Fists Figured 


The George White, Lew Brown 
and Ray Henderson battle is the re- 
gult of a change in White's former 
business methods, according to 
Bobby Crawford, gen. mgr. and 
partner in the Brown, DeSylva and 
Henderson Music publishing com- 
pany. 

In former years Brown and Hen- 
aerson with Buddie DeSylva wrote 
the Whites’ ‘Scandals’ shows on 
oral agreements that held good to 
the letter. Contracts were usually 
signed after the shows opened but 
were not considered necessary by 
the writers. This year the usual 
oral agreement was made but later, 
according to Crawford, White al- 
tered the terms unexpectedly when 
paying off time arrived. 

Brown and Henderson promised 
to deliver ‘Scandals’ for 6% of the 
gross takings. They were paid only 
4% from the week’s receipts taken 
in on the road before the show hit 
New York. The writers asked for 
the agreed upon 6% but White 
evaded the issue. 

According to Crawford, 
begged Brown and Henderson 
come back from California 
write his new ‘Scandals.’ After 
completing the present show and 
running into difficulties with White 
over royalty terms, they were told 
by White that he was the only 
producer willing to take their work. 
Crawford states that he can pro- 


(Continued on page 62) 


Mildred Bailey Wants to 
Walk Out on Whiteman 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Paul Whiteman will not release 
his torch singer, Mildred Bailey, 
from her contract with him, which 
has a yéar and a half to go. Hither 
she returns to him when her va- 
cation is up Sept. 26, the bandman 
has let it be known, or he'll get a 
court order restraining her from 
taking any other engagement. Girl’s 
new manager offered her recently 
to CBS, but the chain shied away 
when it got wind of the contract 
wrangle. 

Late in August Miss. Bailey 
turned the management of her af- 
fairs over to Jack Tebo here and 
handed Whiteman her notice to take 
effect Sept. 11. In addition to work- 
ing with the Whiteman band at the 
Edgewater Beach at the time the 
girl had three weekly evening sus- 
taining programs on NBC. 

Whiteman version is that his con- 
tract with her, signed 18 months 
ago, is binding in every way, and 
that, although the terms of the con- 
tract specifies $150 a week for the 
current period, he has been paying 
her a hundred above that figure. 
Girl, he says, has expressed a will- 
ingness to stay at $500 a week. 

While making up his mind 
Whether to let her go, Whiteman 
two weeks ago had his lawyer write 
Tebo, advising the booking agent of 
the contractual status existing be- 
tween the band leader and Miss 
Bailey and warning him against 
signing any engagements for her. 
Copy of the letter was mailed to the 
Amusement Service Corp., where 
Tebo has desk space. 

Miss Bailey has been plugged by 
Whiteman for three years. 


White 
to 
and 











Announcement Exceptions 


Federal Radio Commission has 
ammended its section covering discs 
and mechanical broadcast devices to 
Make an exception of sound effects 
and opening and closing theme 
son¢cs. These will not necessitate 
announcements by stations that 
discs are used, although the an- 
nouncement will still be required 
When records are used for other 
Purposes. 

The new ruling was passed in 





answer to a test request from Fa- | 
mous Artists of the Air, New York | 
radio dise recording outfit. 


Mayor Cermak Personally 
Financing Police Band 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Mayor Anton J. Cermak is digging 
down into his own pockets to send 
the Chicago Police Band to the 


American Legion convention in De- 


troit this week. Mayor will pay 
all expenses, to, from and during, 


for the 100 men in the outfit. 

Band is planned to publicize the 
burg and the coming World’s Fair. 
Group has been increased from the 
55 members ordinarily in the set- 
up, and the boys have been off duty 
for some time, practicing five hours 
daily in preparation for the contest 
to be held at the convention. Local 
aggregation will try to cop with an 
attempted original gag, by shunning 
strictly brass band music, and stick- 
ing to current dance melodies. 

Music Society, through John Mc- 
Farlane, is supplying the list of 
copyright popular tunes as a re- 
ciprocal gesture for the assistance 
given by the cops in ridding this 
town of bootleg sheet music. 


1-MAN “MUSIC LEAGUE’ 
IS W. O'KEEFE OF CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
One of the niftiest easy money 
arrangements 





is the angle of the 
for the Promotion of 
Music,’ which isn’t a league at all, 
but a Mr. W. V. O’Keefe, with a 
triple tie-up stunt that makes coin 
for everybody concerned. 

Large ads run in the local dailies 
by Lyon & Healy, ace music store 
of the community, invited the pub- 
lic to get eight lessons on any musi- 
cal angle from piano to voice to 
dancing, for only $1.85 for the 
series, These lessons were gratissed 
by six leading musical colleges of 


‘League 


town; the American Conservatory 
of. Music, Bush Conservatory of 
Music, Chicago Musical College, 


Columbia School of Music and 
Cosmopolitan School of Music. 
O’Keefe’s Share 

Of the $1.85 paid in for the eight 
lessons, Lyon & Healy take half, 
with the promoter, O’Keefe, pocket- 
ing the other 50%. Lyon & Healy 
paid for the ad, but also gets the 
names of all the applicants. 

As for the schools, they’re obli- 
gated to give the customer eight 
free lessons, as per offer, but with 
the opportunity of retaining the 
pupils at regular tariff after the 
free session has expired. Figured 
that 60% of the customers drop out 
after the no-pay period, and with 
the other 40% remaining on the 
regular scale from one month to in- 
definitely. Schools are jumping at 
the idea, business having hit the 
cellar this year. 

Q’Keefe routes himself through 
all key spots, with the exception of 
Manhattan, but hitting Brooklyn, 
Bronx and the other New York 
borough. 


Sheetleggers Active Again 


Publishers’ representatives in Los 
Angeles have appointed two men to 
investigate the illegal song sheet 
condition in that city and proceed 


against all vendors. 
Selling bootleg song sheets has 





been a state offense in California 
since Aug. 15. 
Of late the bootleg song. sheet 


situation all over the country has 
become almost as bad as last year. 
In New York, it is a state offense to 
peddle the sheets. 

During the past two months the 
American Society hag pressed 
charges against more than 25 ped- 
dlers. 

The vendors have been prospering 
at carnivals and fairs this summer. 


Arthur Behim Leaving 


Arthur Behim, president of Behiin 
Songs, Inc., is going out of busi- 
ness Oct. 1 and leaving music pub- 
lishing after many years of asso- 
ciation 

Behim will epen a radio 


agency. 


INTERNATIONAL 
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PROTECTION 





MUTUAL LEVYING. |... 


HEE AND ABROAD 


American Society and Euro- 
pean Societies Together 
for Worldwide Protection 
—Contracts with Ger- 
many, Austria Till ’32— 
Co-operative Collecting 





WORLD LICENSING 


Contracts will be closed shortly 
between the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
and all of the European protective 
societies which will establish for 
their members universal protection 
the world over. 

Under the contracts, all of the 
foreign protective organizations will 
collect performing fees for the A.S. 
C.A.P. on all American copyright 
songs played in their respective 
countries, while the American So- 
ciety will do the same for the for- 
eign associates. 

American Society has entered into 
contracts to this effect with the 
protective organizations of Germany 
and Austria. These will exist until 
the end of 1932, when another con- 
tract will be entered into. 

The A.S.C.A.P. is now closing with 
the performing rights organization 
in Italy, known as SIAE, on the same 
basis. It expects to shortly close 
similar contracts with the perform- 
ing rights societies in Portugal, Po- 
land and Czechoslovakia. It also 
intends to establish the same con- 
tract with all other foreign coun- 
tries with performing rights socie- 
ties. 

American Society declares that 
the contract, besides protecting the 
American publisher and _ writer 
abroad, also covers the right to ex- 
tend licenses for all the music in 
the world. 


COMPOSERS’ ‘OR ELSE’ 
MEETING WITH PUBS 


Songwriters’ Protective Associa- 
tion and a committee of publishers 
will meet tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day) to discuss the new uniform 
contract which the S§S.P.A. has 
drawn up. 

Before presenting the contract for 
acceptance, the S.P.A. wants the 
publishers to look it over and pre- 
sent whatever changes they believe 
necessary. This will take place at 
the meeting. If the S.P.A. agrees to 
changes advocated by the publish- 
ers, tliey will be made,, Otherwise 
contract will be presented as writ- 
ten. 

Uniform contract includes the 
clause giving the songwriter owner- 
ship of copyright. 


Roxy Theatre Hour May 
Go Commercial and CBS 


Loss of the Roxy theatre (Fox) 
hour looms for NBC. Theatre man- 
agement is reported dissatisfied and 
planning to move away from that 
circuit. 

New deal talked about concerns 
CBS, with the hour to go commer- 
cial, 











Tourmg Television Screen 





Following its exhibition in the 
radio show at Madison Square 
Garden, New York, this week, 


the Sanabria ‘mammoth television 
screen’ (10 ft.) will play the Publix 
presentation theatres on a route. 
William Morris agency is handling 
the booking end for the inventor, 
Ulysees Sanabria. 

Publix will build an act around 


the novelty. It is the first television 





talent | S¢ 
| « 


een of its size to be 


ifficiently for exhibition purposes 


perfe cted | 


C-C BUYS IN 


of Victoria Music Co. 
in Engiand 

Sept. 21. 
has acquired 


London, 
Campbell-Connelly 
a 50% interest in Victoria Music 
Company. Shares were hel by 
Warner Brothers since formation of 
the “company in 1930. Balance still 


remains in the hands of Louis 
Dreyfus and Louis Sterling. Lat- 
ter is head of His Master’s Voice 


and Columbia, 

Company was originally formed 
to represent DeSylva, Prown and 
Henderson and is reputed to have 
dropped $150,000 tn the past year’s 


trading. Victoria Company also 
had the Famous Music catalog, 
previously distributed here by 


Chappells. 


ONE SONG PER TALKER 
PERHAPS ON SCREEN 


Convinced by the success of the 
‘Merely Ann’ 
Fox picture of that name, that the 
film musical got off on the wrong 
foot and stayed out of step, some 
film producers believe that the song 
is the finger pointing to the musi- 
cal development of the future in 
talking pictures. 

Rather belatedly they are recall- 
ing what songs such as ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ did for the silent picture 
of that title. They remember some 
of the hits made by plugger songs 
for the early talkers. They are go- 
ing back to first principles, they 
say, and will bring music back to 
the screen; not as a comic opera or 
a musical revue, but on the broad 
principle of one song to a picture 





song, Mary in the 


| Robbins 


Feist Threatens Suit 
Vs. Robbins Over Film 
Theme Infringement 


is threatening suit against 
Music 
fringement on 





Feist 
for copyright in- 
‘Guilty,’ which Feist 
‘There’s Noth- 
For My Baby,’ the 
theme song of Eddie Cantor's Gold- 
wyn picture, ‘Palmy Days.’ 
Feist is demanding that Robbins 
make a settlement. It has already 
notified all the mechanicals to this 
effect and no records are being re- 
leased until the matter is settled, 


claims was lifted in 


ing Too Good 


‘There’s Nothing Too Good For 
My Baby’ is the song for which 
Robbins was recently reported to 


have paid a $5,000 advance, Accord- 
ing to present reports, Robbins has 
not paid this advance yet. 

Harry Akst had a hand in com- 
posing both songs. He wrote Feist’s 
‘Guilty’ with Richard Whiting and 
Gus Kahn, ‘Palmy Days’ was writ- 
ten by Akst, Benny Davis and Eddie 
Cantor, 

Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

$5,000 given Harry Akst, 
Davis and Eddie Cantor for 


The 


Penny 


‘There's Nothing Too Good For My 
Baby’ was returned to Jack Rob- 
bins, along with about $1,600 ex- 


penses the publisher incurred, by the 

trio. 
Reason 

Feist. 


P-P COUNTERS FADING—- 


was the protest froth 








and that a good one. 

When the first plugger songs 
went over in a big way, Hollywood 
went music mad in its usual im- 
petuous fashion. It overdid it, as 


is the quaint coast custom, and 
just for that all music was out. 
Lines of chorus girls did not 


mean a thing, save in the hick 
towns where even the tabloids were 
searce. Big musicals, even in color, 
were more or less synthetic. One or 
two made money. The public was 
fed up. 

Fitting Songs 

Part of the new idea comes from 
the imported productions, mainly 
those of German origin, in which 
one or, at the most, two songs con- 
tribute importantly to the hit music. 
The remainder of the idea always 
has been in Hollywood, but was 
overlooked. 

Eddie Cantor’s ‘Palmy Days’ is 
reported to have been made with 
the new technique. No formal 
chorus lines; no hackneyed dance 
routines, but girls to figure in the 
pattern of the story and the songs 
in on their merits and not merely 
because it is figured there should 
be a little music at that point. 





Brown’s Pathe Trio 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Spotting three numbers in ‘A 
Woman Commands,’ Pola Negri’s 
initial RKO-Pathe talker, Nacio 


Herb Brown is on the Pathe lot. 
Two of the numbers will be sung 
by Miss Negri, with the third vocal- 
ized by a singing ensemble. Tunes 
will be published by Brown and dis- 
tributed by Teist. 


ED SULLIVAN TAKES AIR 
Ed Sullivan is awaiting the ver- 
dict of a eommercial account to 
turn broadcaster. 

Broadway columnist gave 
audition at NBC last week. 





an 





Cincione Divorced 
Columbus, Sept. 21. 

Cincione, wife of Henry 
leading cornet player of 
and member of Loew’s 
Ohio orchestra was granted a di- 
vorce here last week on a charge 
of gross neglect. Court took under 
advisement a request for permanent 
alimony. 

Cincione had filed counter charge 
and aiso was prepared to seek a 
| separation, but ne materalized. 
Divorce w obt ed without 


test, 


Agnes 
Cincione, 
the city 





tner 


con- 





TOO MUCH TROUBLE 


Par-Publix’ to place 
sheet music counters in the lobbies 
of 1,000 of its theatres, figuring on 
an income of $250,000 yearly from 
this source, has crumpled. 

P-P started on the venture more 
than a year ago and at about this 
time last year had counters in ap- 
proximately 200 theatres. But soon 
after the theatre operators found 
that the idea met with much oppo- 
sition. Fire departments ordered 
changes in the positions of the 
counters and local music men com- 
plained, 

Because of all this opposition, and 
figuring it was having enough 
trouble with local musicians and 
stagehands unions without battling 
dealers, Par-Publix slowly let up. 

At present Par-Publix is reported 
to have but about 10 musc counters, 
at the outside, in theatre lobbies, 


‘Surrender’ Dispute 


Hollywood, Sept. 21, 
Freed-Powers Music Co. has 
served notice on Mack Sennett, 
Educational and Educational Ex- 
changes that Mack Sennett’s short, 
‘I Surrender Dear,’ playing at the 
Chinese and Criterion, is an in- 
fringement on the song of the same 
title published by them. 
Seeks to restrain exploitation. 


intention 











Cowan’s Guild Buy-In 


Ruby Cowan, former publisher 
4 and songwriter, has secured a finan- 
cial interest in Song Hit Guild, 
which sells 10c. sheet music through 
the American News. Cowan will 
be in charge of publicity and ex- 
ploitation for Song Guild. 

Cowan left the Par-Publix music 
staff Saturday (19). 

Ted Baron is also going with Song 
Hit, but holds no financial interest. 

Baron is also a former publisher 
and songwriter. 


New Sheet Racket 

Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Town is finally clear of bootleg 
sheet music, but a new style of out- 
and-out gyp music papers has ar- 
rived. These latest sheets have the 
correct titles of popular copyright 
}tunes, but the lyrics are fake words. 
| ASCPA is not molesting these 
|r igs, figuring that they'll kill off 
j themselves, 
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CARTOONISTS CONVENTION 


With Bugs Baer, Jack Lait 
Sustaining 
KYW, Chicago 

Probably the first time radio's na- 
tionwide audience has come ear to 
ear with so many assembled comic 
strip makers. As a plug for the 
augmented 32-page comic section in 
the Hearst Sunday papers this jam- 
boree must have cut a lot of ice, 
with both adults and kids listening 
in. The half hour between 8—8.30 
Tuesday eve (16) was just right to 


tatch the families at home. 
Although i5 artists were sched- 
uled to go on for $0 seconds each, 
there was a slight hitch in pro- 
ceedings, leaving almost half of 
them out in the cold when time 
was called. All told nine speakers 
were heard, with Arthur Bugs 
Baer toastmastering the affair. 


Rube Goldberg started it off, re- 
marking the purpose of the pro- 
gram was to give comics until it 
hurts. Maybe Goldberg did some 
#quawking about opening the show, 
but if he was nervous he didn’t 
show it. Pat Sullivan, next, got 
the cake for briefness. Creator of 
‘Felix the Cat’ donated half of his 
alloted 90 seconds, but Cliff Ster- 
rett more than gobbled that time 
up, going over two minutes. 

Billy De Beck drew a few laughs 
and Russ Westover started to talk 
and sing about ‘Tillie the Toiler,’ 
but Baer cut in and the orchestra 
picked up the number. Bob Ripley 
made his spiel a ‘Believe It or Not’ 
on his fellow pen and inkers, get- 
ting laughs from both sides. Milt 
Gross and A. H. Knerr pulled up at 
the rear with Jack Lait winding it 
up with a straight business talk. 
Lait didn’t try to be funny, but 
made himself heard. 

Paul Fung, Chic Young, his 
brother Lyman, Percy Crosby et al 
were all set to go on, but had to 
console themselves. with honorable 
mentions. Program could easily 
have gone another half hour with- 
out becoming boring. Span. 


GERALD BAKER 
Songs and Piano 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 

The way WMCA is using Gerald 
or Jerry Baker with his voice indi- 
tates that he is apparently the han- 
dy man around the studio. This 
seemed to be a pinch-hitting period 
as Jerry Baker was scheduled to 
appear a little later as a standout 
‘with the pipe organ from the same 
station. Maybe oke for the Baker 
fans but it seems to be working the 
— a little hard on the same even- 
ng. 

Baker has a pretty good voice, of 
tenor range, yet did not appear to 
be doing his best with traces of fa- 
tigue but with it’s all in a day’s 
work. 

More attention to his program and 
varying his numbers a bit would 
help his score. Maybe he was tired. 
More personality, feeling or fervor 
should have been the Baker intent. 
There were instances where the 
piano part here was more enliven- 
ing than anything else and more 
entertaining. 

Baker has talent but he should 
give it closer attention on his air 
work, Mark. 


RAJPUT 

Serial 
COMMERCIAL 
KNX, Los Angeles 

Serial yarn, supposedly the ad- 
ventures of a secret service man in 
India during the war. At this sta- 
tion for the past three weeks, it 
is going over. On three nights a 
week it follows another serial. 

Rajput is in reality Maurice H. 
H. Joachim, an Indian, graduate of 
Oxford, employed at the station as 
a continuity writer, who engineered 
his own spot on the radio with his 
Talbot Mundyish yarn. 

Stuff well delivered, with sound 
effects. Is jake for the heavy army 
of detective story readers, who like 
the same kind of fodder over the 
air. 








FRED ASTAIRE 
With Nestle Program 
COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


Taking Fred Astaire away from 
his sister, Adele, for a solo air ap- 
pearance didn’t appear to be doing 
right by Adele, but Fred sang and 
he played the accordion, appearing 
to earn the distinction of being the 
standout on the regular weekly 
broadcast of the Nestle chocolate 
commercial. 

Fred Astaire didn't do so badly, 
yet to those who long have been 


accustomed to watching his nimble 


feet move in rhythm to the colorful 
music of musical shows, it was hard 
to separate him from the hoofs 
Which started him on the road. 

He worked in a little kidding with 
the announcer but attended strictly 
to his knitting as he sang ‘Sweet 
Music’ and ‘Louisa,’ both from 
‘Band Wagon,’ in which he and his 
sister are co-stars. 

When television comes into vogue 
and if the Astaires are still as popu- 
lar and able as they are now it 
will be the easiest thing imaginable 
for them to double in air work and 
dance as well as sing. 

And if Fred doesn’t dance for the 
air now and he doesn’t sing again 
he still can serve the radio fans by 
playing the accordion. His playing 
of that instrument came over ef- 
fectively. Mark. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES SERIES 
‘The Speckled Band’ 

Mystery Drama 
COMMERCIAL 

WGN, Chicago 

G. Washington Coffee returned to 
the air with the same series that 
was sponsored last season. -And 
the first broadcast was a repeat of 
one previously performed, ‘The 
Speckled Band.’ Announcement was 
made that henceforth they will 
tackle more lengthy and compli- 
cated Sherlock Holmes adventures 
such as ‘The Hound of the Basker- 
villes,’ which was a full length 
novel as originally contrived by 
Conan Doyle. 

Amidst all the trash and twaddle 
that clutters up radio it is refresh- 
ing to find genuine craftsmanship 
in the writing, directing and acting 
of a script program. Not only is 
the actual narrative engrossing but 
the commercial copy has artfully 
been inserted into the conversation 
between Sherlock Holmes and Doc- 
tor Watson who partake of a bracer 
of G. Washington Coffee after the 
ordeal of solving the snake murder 
at the manor. 

Sound effects are nicely realized 
and the whole plot moves forward 
briskly and crisply as a smartly 
tailored mystery story should. 
Character of Holmes is delineated 
along regulation William Gillette 
lines. Land, 


CHANDRA GOONERATNE 
Hindu Lecturer 

Sustaining . 
WMAQ, Chicago 

Not to be too informal the full 
name is Chandra Dhama Sena 
Gooneratne. This is recommended 
to the linotypists as a tune to run 
over on their keyboards. Behind the 
mouth-full is a learned and pur- 
suasive speaker known to America’s 
lecture platform and appearing 
every now and then over WMAQ 
when some question about India 
needs clarification. 

Naturally he spoke of the present, 
or second, Indian Round Table con- 
ference going. forward in London 
with Mahatma Gandhi on the job 
personally, 

An extremely interesting talker 
this Hindu lecturer uses His Maj- 
esty’s grammar flawlessly and with- 
out a trace of accent, unless Oxford 
be esteemed ‘foreign.’ His appear- 
ance for WMAQ is in line with the 
‘Daily News’’ habit of having some- 
thing edifying on most of the major 
concerns of the era. It was stated 
he would speak again at an un- 
specified future date. Land. 
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AND HIS MUSIC 


LAKESIDE BALLROOM, DENVER 
to Be Followed by 
FORFST CLUB, NEW ORLEANS 


Direciion: MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 


Ben Black who wound up his post 
in charge of the musical activities 
at the Biltmore, Los Angeles Satur- 
day (19) with the completion of the 
Bill Hogan orchestra engagement, 
moves out to the Ambassador in the 





same capacity. 


‘BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS’ 
Songs, Organ, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 

KYW, Chicago 


Exactly 17,329 contestants for the 
Montgomery Ward prize giveaway 
of $10,000 voted this one their fa- 
vorite out of the four different 
types of programs tossed them for 
selection, and it’s now on six morn- 
ings a week. Returns on the bai- 
loting gave ‘The Affairs of the Jones 
Family’ serial skit 13,994 votes, the 
WENR minstrel show 10,942, and an 
NBC strdio orchestra under Josef 
Koestne’ 8,223 ayes. 

GrabLing of top. position by 
‘Beautirul Thoughts’ reflects less 
the degree of its own excellence 
than the weakness and inadequacy 
of all four competing shows, framed 
and produced by the local NBC 
mob. 

It's obvious. that the dominating 
vote came from the rural populace, 
taken with the liturgical essence of 
the ‘Beautiful Thoughts’ confection. 
Latter is one of those vesper or old- 
fashioned sings, holding ace favor- 
itism on most midwest station 
schedules, with Chuck, Ray and 
Gene, an NBC contract trio, hand- 
ling the harmony, and with Irma 
Glen at the organ console. Sweet 
thoughts for the day are interpo- 
lated by Gene Arnold, doubling as 
announcer and narrator. Occasion- 
ally Arnold intrudes with a down- 
home spasm of verse. 

Actual commercial plug runs no 
more than two or three minutes, 
with one of the Montgomery Ward 
advertising staff delivering it in 
person. Though type of program is 
one of the oldest in the history of 
broadcasting, its conversion from a 
hitherto sustaining feature exclu- 
sively to a selling agent of wall- 
paper, suspenders and whatnot may 
be found to. be a grievous error by 
the program's bankrollers, 

Reading of a poem about a dead 
soldier to the tremolo accompani- 
ment of the organ, followed by the 
urge to get a Montgomery Ward 
pair of suspenders if you want to 
keep your pants up, will likely have 
a tendency to jangle-a host of sen- 
sibilities. 





JOHN DAY MURDER MYSTERY 
Episodic 

Sustaining 

KYW, Chicago 

Backed by the usual Hearst news 
column support the ‘Herald-Exam- 
iner’ station is carrying for daily 
dialing a continued story along con- 
ventional who-did-it lines. John 
Day, living in a household of per- 
sons, all of whom are his heirs, in 
varying ratio, and who mutually 
hate one another, is found murdered. 

What’s important in such purely 
local radio plot-contriving is the 
skill with which the story is put 
together, After that, and of course 
quite as important, is the cast. 
Richard Macauley is the author in 
this case and his script possesses a 
straightforward conciseness’ that 
enables the actors to arrive at a 
tension point approximating a cli- 
max and presumably whetting the 
listener’s zest for the next day’s in- 
stallment. 

Policy seems to be to shift the 
program hour at will. Thus one 
evening it’s 9:30 and the next even- 
ing the succeeding chapter trans- 
pires at 7. Sustaining programs 
have a habit of being kicked about 
like that. 

What the ‘Herald-Examiner’ is 
anxious to stress in the before-and- 
after spiels is the new 16-page 
comic section of the Sunday edi- 
tion. This seems rather a grotesque 
reminder just when everyone is in- 
tent upon probing a murder. Land. 





STEBBINS BOYS 

Parker Fennelly and Arthur Allen 
Comedy Sketch 

Commercial 

WEAF, New York 


This sketch has been on the air 
for quite some time, with Phillips 
Lord, NBC's ‘Seth Parker,’ taking 
part in them until recently when 
he went to the coast to make a few 
shorts. It’s a serial about the ad- 
ventures and mis-adventures of the 
Stebbins Boys, brothers, in a small 
country town. 

Impresses as very mildly inter- 
esting in the main, unless, like the 
majority of the air serials, it is fol- 
lowed from day to day or week to 
week. It will not hold the attention 
of the fickle dial twiriers who have 
no special program in mind, but 
keep on twirling until they hear 
something they like. 

Boys have heavy rube accents. 
When caught the chatter and action 
revolved around a stolen stove-pipe 
and the attempt of the boys to re- 
place it. 

CBS bills this broadcast as a 
‘comedy skit,’ although there's noth- 
ing much to tickle the city risi- 
bilities here, 


PILSER MALT PROGRAM 
Orchestra 

COMMERCIAL 

WMCA, New York 


Commercial end receives all the 
announcing. Nary a word as to 
what band supplies the background 
or about the singer with a pleas- 


ing veice. Music is better than the 
average, but perhaps the band is 
playing under restriction and 





doesn’t want credit. Mark. 





ENDORSED MOTION PICTURES 
Prepared Speech 

Sustaining 

WMAQ, Chicago 

Tuesday (15) morning this ‘Dafly 
News’ outlet found itself with a 10- 
minute gap in the schedule. A bul- 
letin, released for broadcasting 
Aug. 27, by the International Fede- 
ration of Catholic Alumnae, was 
dug out of the files and turned over 
to one of the station’s announcers 
for lip service. 

Paper he read took to task the 
public for not giving sufficient box- 
office support to what was termed 
the exceptional types of juvenile 
pictures and outstanding examples 
of family audience entertainment, 
citing such examples as ‘With 
Byrd at the North Pole,’ ‘Abraham 
Lincoln,’ John McCormack’s ‘Song 
o’ My Heart’ and ‘Disraeli.’ 

Public’s indifference toward the 
quoted releases, the bulletin noted, 
‘cost the producers a king’s ransom 
in losses.’ 

Federation’s release went on to 
tell about the bureau’s activities in 
promoting junior matinees and 
family night programs and about 
its efforts to win recognition for 
the short features on theatre pro- 
grams. 


KOLORBAK 

Olsen and Johnson, Hazel Fiynn 
COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 

After playing around with a series 
of local programs, the hairdye dis- 
tributing outfit, Kolorbak, has ex- 
tended the ether exploitation of its 
product to the Columbia chain. 
From the entertainment angle, it is 
continuing to fumble. On shifting 
to the network Kolorbak decided to 
try out the Louella Parsons-Sunkist 
program idea, with Hazel Flynn, 
film reviewer and chatter columnist 
on the local Evening American, do- 
ing the hooking up of the screen 
and stage names and the interview- 
ing before the mike. Stars kick in 
their ether services gratis, with the 
natural expectation that Miss Flynn 
and ‘Screenplay Magazine’ will re- 
turn the favor. 

‘Sereenplay’s connection with the 
program’s talent setup evinces a 
curious angle. Fawcett publication 
suggested the idea in appreciation 
of a Kolorbak advertising contract 
and left the working out of the star 
contacts and so forth to Miss Flynn. 
Latter says she undertook the job 
out of friendship to Capt. Billy Faw- 
cett, and the artists in turn agree 
to the proposition out of friendship 
to her and the captain. 

If there’s any stipend for the as- 
signment coming to her, the col- 
umnist says, it will have to come 
from ‘Screenplay.’ Kolorbak ac- 
cepted the hookup in the nature of 
a trial and didn’t figure on spending. 

Miss Flynn's tete-a-tete material 
has been recruited from stage at- 
tractions current in Chicago. Be- 
sides Olsen and Johnson, those al- 
ready given the Kolorbak etherizing 
by the picture. commentator have 
been Taylor Holmes, Ginger Rogers, 
Estelle Taylor and Herbert Rawlin- 
son. 

Olsen and Johnson contribution 
(15) on this twice-weekly event was 
a piece ef undiverting slapdash, and 
of little credit to the comics. In 
three days at the Palace the boys 
had already put in 14 shows and 
perhaps this getting up early in the 
morning for a mike appearance 
found them fatigued. 


WOKO LITTLE THEATRE 
Plays. 

Sustaining 

WOKO, Albany 

WOKO’s Little theatre replaces 
the WOKO Players, who disbanded 
several weeks ago. Principals con- 
sist chiefly of professional talent, 
although minor roles filled from 
amateur organizations. Lola Sum- 
mers was taken from the WGY 
Players, while Lydia Shyne and C. 
Read Gould were recruited from the 
Woodstock Players. David McNair 
is a veteran variety artist who is 
now associated with this station in 
an official capacity. Al Kellert is 
the only holdover from the WOKO 
Players. 

Group clicks favorably with many 
of the dramatic organizations in 
key stations and already has become 
a popular unit on this station’s pro- 
gram. Has a 15-minute period 
every Thursday night, presenting 
mysteries. 

Time just long enough to hold in- 
terest. None wasted on lengthy ex- 
planations. 

Snedden Weir, announcer, is di- 
rector. Retonda. 


WILLIAM J. CLARK 
‘What’s the News?’ 
Sustaining 

WENR, Chicago 

As WENR gradually becomes the 
particular chum of Hearst’s Eve- 
ning American,’ the former crony, 
WIBO, is getting elbowed out of 
focus. William J. Clark of the 
Hearst editorial staff summarizing 
and interpreting the day's events as 
a sustaining daily feature is one of 
the first official gestures of amity 
between the 50,000-watter and the 
evening rag. 

Clark has an effective radio style 
and does not distend his anatomy in 
desperate endeavor to be distinctive. 
Many of the newscasters who have 
become so numerous in the last year 


are a bit too thunderous or dynamic. | 
( lark manages to approach his ma- aU 
terial interestingly but without selt- | 18879 


conscious cleverness, 


Land, 
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RUSS COLUMBO 

ongs 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Russ Columbo, like Bing Crosby, 
worked on the coast with Gus Arn- 
heim. That's where the controversy 
begins, each claiming the other 
copped the style. Columbo wag 
brought east by Con Conrad, song- 
writer, who has financial interest in 
him, 

NBC did a funny thing with Co- 
lumbo. It spotted him originally 
for four weeks, then thought it 
couldn’t use him and let him go. As 
soon as the Artists’ Bureau heard 
CBS had tied up Crosby, NBC 
brought Columbo back in a hurry. 

Columbo, like Crosby, is a bari- 
tone. He has a smooth voice, a bit 
lighter than Crosby’s. He can sing 
and he can deliver. Columbo is qa 
good bet for NBC, and the contro- 
versy between both singers will bear 
watching. Why there should be a 
controversy except from an exploi- 
tation or ethical standpoint, is a 
puzzie, as surely there is room 
enough in radio for both Crosby and 
Columbo. If radio can harbor a few 
score of crooning tenors, it should 
be able to support two singers of 
the type of Columbo and Crosby. 

Columbo went under a sustaining 
contract with NBC, but this week 
makes his first commercial debut 
for three Maxwell House broadcasts, 
His program is routined. 

Columbo has a peach of a theme 
song, ‘You Call It Madness, but 
I Call It Love.’ It is used before and 
after the periods. In between three 
numbers are featured by the singer. 


PAT, PEGGY and OSCAR 
Talk and Songs 
COMMERCIAL 

WBZ, Boston 

This period is paid for by the M. 
Hoffman Co., of Boston. It is on a 
series basis where Pat and Oscar 
vie for the love of Peggy. The trio 
bursts into song between an ex- 
change of gags and straight talk 
between the girl and the men. 

Pat is heard in a thick brogue 
while Peggy appears to be typically 
American. The gags as in this pe- 
riod were of the Joe Miller type 
that has been whipped to pieces on 
the air. 

The songs were of a light layout 
with most of them running to long 
ago. Apparently arranged for the 
hinterland only. 

A mild program, but perhaps sat- 
isfying to the urban listeners in 
New England. With WBZ following 
its own station commercial with a 
hook up with WJZ for an Ernie 
Hare and Billy Jones session, it’s a 
g00d thing that the Hoffman inter- 
ests put their Double Wear product 
plug in ahead. Mark. 


‘ART VS. TEMPERAMENT’ 
Drama 

COMMERCIAL 

WPCH, New York 

Too much gab. Announced as a 
dramatic skit in two scenes, it 
banged the life out of itself with 
long speeches by three characters 
in the first stanza. From that point 
on it never had a chance. 

A stage star and her husband are 
home discussing the new play the 
former is to open in, and she’s kick- 
ing the traces because she avers the 
author has gummed up her last-act 
entrance. She is going to show the 
mean, old thing that she has real 
temperament by refusing to go on 
unless he changed that entrance, 
And after plenty of $2 words be- 
tween husband and wife, along 
comes a chorus girl named Phyllis 
who outtalks the other two. 

Pretty weak material, which 
talked itself out of all proportionate 
alignment. Mark. 


SIR LEON BLOOM 
Knights of the Song Table 
Variety 

KHJ, Los Angeles 

Sir Leon Bloom and his Knights 
of the Song Table over KHJ em- 
anate from the CBS Chi studios and 
provide an entertaining variety mu- 
sical program with the Wanderers, 
vocal quartet, two-piano team (an- 
nounced but names not distinct) 
and other novelties punctuating the 
hour. 

Bloom was on Sunday afternoon 
on the coast, first with an appealing 
light concert program. His next 
session, immediately ensuing, was 
jazzique with the vocal quartet and 
others breaking it up. 

Billing is kinda cute and the 
brand of dansapation rings of big- 
city stuff such as rarely emanates 
from out here. Abel. 
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VANITIES’ GIRLS $167 
WITH NITE CLUB WORK 


The spacious night club spotted 
peneath the Earl Carroll theatre, 
which will become part of Carroll's 
amusement activities is due to open 
about the middle of October, The 
club will mean added appearances 





of the chorus girls and probably 
some principais in ‘Vanities’ and 
added compensation. 

Carroll has worked out the club 
schedule for the girls, one third 


of those in the revue appearing for 


three weeks at a time, with a six 
weeks lay-off from the late night 


work. The girls are to receive $67 
extra in the club. As the minimum 
paid the girls in ‘Vanities’ is $100 
they will earn $167 weekly for the 
time they double from the upstairs 
show if their stage salary is not cut 
by that time. No special explana- 
tion of the odd extra money. 

When the night spot opens it fig- 
ures to be a grind for the choristers, 
as the ‘Vanities’ is playing schedule 
of four matinees making 10 per- 
formances per week. Reason for 
having one third of the girls in the 
club alternately is to give the ma- 
jority of the chorus a chance to 
rest after the regular p.m. per form- 
ance, 


FLORSHEIM TALENT 
Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Florsheim Shoe program starts 
Oct. 16 on the NBC ‘Red’ network 
out of Chicago. 

Talent lineup includes, besides 
the Ferde Grofe orchestra, Jane 
Froman and a male trio composed 
of two members of the King’s Jes- 





ters and Jack Fulton. Also Dr. 
Pratt and Dr. Sherman, of the 
Three Doctors, ether nut comics. 


These performers, other. than the 
rest after the regular p.m. perform- 
Whiteman. 





Flippen Heads Floor Show 

Jay C. Flippen will top the new 
floor show opening next week (26) 
at the Paramount grill, New York. 

Others will be Gertrude Niesen, 
Jimmy Ray, Julie Jenner, Three 
Demons, Jack and Betsy Rees, and 
a Dave Gould line. Snooks’ Ram- 
blers, orch, holds over with the new 
show. 5 





SUBURBAN GARDENS 


(NEW ORLEANS) 
New Orleans, Sept. 19. 
Suburban Gardens has been split- 
ting most of the local night club biz 
with Club Forest, both paying top 


prices for bands and entertainers. 

Suburban is a mile further from 
the county line than Club Forest 
along the paved Jefferson Highway, 
and although suffering from loca- 
tion due to the fact pleasure seek- 
ers pass Club Forest on the way, it 
is more than holding its own. 

Suburban has been fortunate in 
picking up patronage of the young- 
ish set who seem to have made it 
their pet playground. They are be- 
ing given more leeway, and that is 
always evident in their long, loud, 
noisome whopee-making Manage- 
ment simply attributes the clangor 
to youthful exuberance and contin- 
ues passing the checks. 

But the din of the debs and their 
dates plays havoc with bands and 
artists playing the club. They must 
heavy pedal or perish. Currently, 
Henry Santrey, one of those. softly, 
soothing bandmasters, is having a 
battle. His forte always has been 
the suave, subtle fare, and switch- 
ing about to the heavy brass is wor- 


rying Santrey. Early part of the 
evening finds him trying the sotto 
stuff, but he is soon. crashin: 


through. It’s hurting Henry’s artis- 
tic soul, but for four weeks it’s go- 
ing to be louder. Santrey has a 
sweet tenor singing well above the 
din, and he has come to be a favo- 
rite with the adolescents. 

Floor show has those standard 
dance team, Fowler and Tamara, 
proceeding in their pirouetting way. 
Another girl, tenderer in years if 
not in concept, Miss Carmen, tum- 
bled and twirled in vain hope of an 
appreciative meed, while Puff Wal- 
ton sang betimes, but few seemed 
aware of the fact. 

Everything at Suburban is cre- 
scendo and every passage is bra- 
vura, but youth must be served— 
even in night clubs. Samuel. 


EVERGLADES 


(DETROIT) 
Detroit, Sept. 19. 

Second season for this spot sees a 
new band and slight changes in the 
appearance. Seymour Simons has 
put an orchestra together for his 
return to dance work after a lapse 
of five years. The floor plan has 
been changed by pushing the band 
stand straight against one wall in- 
stead of out in the center as an 
islet. It is understood that one of 
the conditions of Simons’ return was 


the changing of the band stand. 
The place is again under the per- 
sonal management of Billy Kurth, 
which insures the smoothness of the 
service dept. 

Spot will undoubtedly do busi- 
ness. Reasons for this are that it 
is located in the heart of the city 
and has very little downtown oppo- 
sition. The same circumstances 
which kept it jammed last year will 
again work this year, 


In other words the spot is the 
draw rather than the details, 

Simons has a capable band com- 
posed of some of the best men lo- 
cally, including Doc Davis. The 
band will undoubtedly class as the 
best local band for some years. But 
it still is a local band. The band is 


new, while Seymour has been out of 
the dance-band picture for five 
years, a show lifetime any way yuu 
The people who raved 
about Simons five years ago 
married and with kids now go 
only at New Year’s. 

For the floor show only one act. 
Osear Grogan appears three times 
during the evening and giving a 
likeable performance. In the spot a 
woman would perhaps go better. 
Three men in the band also sing. 

The service staff with probably 
the best men in the city, including 


loOK at it, 


out 


Carl Tamm and Joe Franklin. Spot 
will play to a nice business. Lee. 


LaMaze’s East Side Club 


Geo. LaMaze is preparing to open 
his own night club on the east side 
in the 50’s, just off Park avenue. 
As usual, LaMaze will specialize on 
his noted kitchen mades. 

LaMaze, known in all of the 
snooty resorts, operated Arrowhead 
Inn over the summer, and in Palm 








Peach last winter. He will prob- 
ably return to his Florida resort in 
the season, 
Club Plaza’s New Show 

Club Plaza restaurant on Second 
Ave. opens its new season with a 
brand new show next Thursday 
(24). 


Lew Dolgoff is m. c.; Peggy Do- 
lan and Nellie Durkin, principal 
femmes; Franklin Sisters, specialty 
act; Bunny Weldon, staging revue 
and music by Eddie Ashman’s or- 
chestra and Don Carlo’s marimba 
band. No cover charge. William 
J. Schmiedel, formerly at Para- 





mount grill, club manager. 





are | 





Drab Prospect of Mid-Town Nite 
Clubs This Season—Mostly No Coveur 





From this early spot it looks like 


a bad winter ahead for the Broad- 
way nite club business Besides 
small, the Broadway field will be 
almost entirely no 


Only one couvert spot looms. T 


i 
| 
cover charge | 
wa 

It reopens in about two | 
j 


is the Lido. 

weeks upon Helen Morgan’s return 
to the cafe operating biz. Miss 

Morgan will double from the ‘Fol- | 
lies’ into the club besides nominally | 
running it on _ reported  outsid 

backing. Excepting a couple of 


weeks at the El Patio last spring, 
Miss Morgan has been out of the 
nite club picture since closing her 
own place three years ago when the 
government started to prosecute on 
prohibition charges. 

Under Miss Morgan the Lido will 
be the only early soup and fishery 
with the rest catering chiefly to the 


two buckers. 
The summer just ended was the 
worst experienced by the cafe men 


in mere than a decade. During most 
of the summer there were but two 
Times Square clubs in operation, 
Hollywood Gardens and Paramount 
Hotel grill, both no-cuv. A third 
short scale spot now open with a 
floor show is the Broadway Gar- 
dens, cellar joint under the Mayfai: 
theatre. 
Downey’s Own 

Morton Downey is reported con- 
templating his own place when he 
finishes at the Central Park Casino, 
where he’s current at $2,500 a week 
Downey’s club, if opened, doubtless 
will be on a couvert basis. 

Another possibility is the Rich- 
man, which the Schwartz brothers 
may reopen. This won't happen for 
awhile, if at all. 

Janssen’s Hofbrau up at 53d 
street, specializing in small checks 
and chiefly an eatery up to now, 
will go heavier on the floor this 
year in anticipation of less oppo- 
sish. 

In Harlem the Cotton and Con- 
nie’s, both on covers, are doing 


and others ranging downward get 
the less conspicuous black and tan 


trade. Important changes are un- 
| likely up around 125th street 
In the Village 
Down in Greenwich Vill Y the 
speaks grab most everything, al- 
though the Nut Club continues to 
retain one of the most constant pa- 
itronages in town. Maxim’s and 
| Gallagher’s are getting started 
izain in the Village, while a new 
lone, Club Plaza, with Lou Dolgoff 
as m. ¢c., opens this week with a 
show. 
On the road this summer Texas 
Guinan’s business at the Wood- 


mansten in the Bronx topped every- 
thing else. The large Hollywood in 
Pelham was forced to enforce a 
drastic cut in overhead early in the 


season. Other road spots did busi- 
ness ranging from starvation to 
malnutrition, 

Big money for acts in the Broad- 
way places and elsewhere won't be 


around this season. Only turns get- 
ting substantial coin will be names 
played by the few expensive spots, 
and these for short runs only. 
WJJD LOSES EMBASSY 
Sept. 21. 
the loop 


Chicago, 


Music society pulled 


nite club, the Embassy, off WJJD 
last week for non-payment of the 


ASCPA dues, which are the huge 
amount of $1 a night. Leanard 
Leon, formerly of the northside 
Green Mill, is the Embassy em- 
presario. 


This is the second club pulled off 
the air this season by the Society, 
the Miralago having been yanked 
from WIBO on this charge; but 
now back in good graces and set 
over WBBM. 





Spitalny’s Daily 
Phil Spitalny’s orchestra starts 
daily broadcasts over NBC’s WEAF 
network, Sept. 28. 
They will be on a _ sustaining 





most of the grossing and have their 





section pretty well sewed. Small’s 


basis, 30 minutes daily, and called 
‘Tea Dansante.’ 
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of the Fox-West 
dept.. at his Los 
intestinal flu. 


Robert Doman, 
Coast p. and a 
Angeles home with 


——— 


Jiu Jitsu. tournament at the 
Shrine auditorium Sept. 28 features 
a match between T. Yamauchi, 
world’s heavyweight j. j. champ, 


and K. Yokahoma. Backer is J. K. 
Mallonge, mag publisher, who only 
has to pay participants their ex- 
penses. Rules of the sport bar 
cash prizes. 





Jolly Jones, club booker for Fan- 
chon & Marco, transferred to the 
Kansas City territory. 





Groups of claims against three 
theatres are being pressed by the 
Labor Bureau. 

Eleven claims 
against the 


totalling $6,091 
Hippodrome theatre 
management have been filed by 
stage employees, musicians and 
projectionists. Claims were filed 
against George M. Clayton, theatre 
manager and _ representative of 
Bert Levey. Latter had the house 
on a 10-year lease from Adolph 
Ramish. 

Earl C. Darfler, who last month 
staged the ‘Whirlwind Revue’ at 
the Capitol theatre, United Artists 
house in Glendale, is the subject of 
29 wage claims from dancers, 
sicians and other performers. 
comes close to $1,000. 


Total 


Charles Mosconi, dance teacher 
who put on a play at the Wilshire 
Ebell theatre last month, has a 


bunch of small balances owing al- 
most everyone from stagehands to 
ushers, the grand total being $83. 


William B. McCurdy’s _ stock 
troupe for Portland has Doris 
Brownlee and Arthur Jacobson, in- 
gZenue and juvenile, and Symone 
Poniface, Fanchon Everharat, 
Marion Dunn, Tom Chatterton, 
Ralph Renley, Walter Siegfried, and 
Ben Gallagher. 

Season opens Oct. 4 with Jetta 
Goudal guesting in ‘The French 
Doll.’ McCurdy’s intention to ope- 
rate a sister company in Seattle is 
tabled temporarily. 


Pee Wee Murray and Slim Mc- 
Clure, juve members of the Little 
Hillbillies, L. A. vaude act, are con- 
valascening at their homes from in- 
juries incurred in an automobile ac- 
cident while viewing one of the Los 
Angeles Fiesta parades. 





Eddie Janis, manager of the Los 
Angeles office of Famous Music, re- 
covering at his home from a major 
operation at the Queen of Angels 
hospital. 





New film salesman for Talking 
Picture Epics is Seymour Andrews, 
who will handle Arizona and outly- 
ing territory. 





Hollywood theatre, 900-seater, 
Sold to George T. Browne by Joe 
K. McDonald. 
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With WHEELER & WOOLSEY 
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2 per cent of ‘Scandals’ 


(Continued from page 59) 
duce proof that he has no less than 
eight offers from different produc- 
ers for the boys to write musicals 
for them. 

White was willing to sign a con- 
tract for 4% of the gross and keep 
the extra 2% oral. The case is in 
the courts. If the composeres find 
ultimate solution in court it would 
take 30 days for a permanent in- 
junction removing the score for 
‘Scandals.’ Unless White comes to 
terms with Brown and Henderson 
he faces the problem of trying to 
insert a new score. 

The average royalty for a musical 


show is 6% in all, 4% going to the 
score writers. Some musicals are | 
known to be more highly geared up 


as to royalties and the general opin- 
ion on Broadway is that Brown and 
Henderson's asking percentage of 
6% is within reason, in light of 
their writing rep and the fact they 
delivered the outstanding portion of 
the White show. 
Pinnicky White 

Throughout rehearsals there was 
a constant squabble between Brown 
and White and the latter denied 


Brown admittance back stage at 
the Apollo for a week. When 
Brown appeared he was feeling 


badly and had been under a doc- 
tor’s treatment. White was asked 
what was the matter with Brown 
und he replied: ‘That guy is full of 
soup.’ 

On the opening night the feeling 
between Brown and White ran high. 
White had sworn to keep Brown 
and Henderson out of the theatre 
and Brown burned. In the crowded 
lobby of the Apollo words were ex- 
changed and punches thrown. No 
damage appeared to either contest- 
ant but one of a number of detec- 
tives present separated the men. 

The following day there was an- 
other abortive try at fisticuffs. The 
dailies reported the altercation in 
the theatre lobby. Day after that 
Brown and Henderson signed to do 
a show for Ziegfeld. White wants 
to pay the writing team 4% and an 
extra 2% when production is paid 
off. Brown and Henderson hold 
White to the oral agreement of 6% 
straight. 

On the basis of $40,000 weekly 
gross the composers would get $1,- 
600 weekly, according to White’s 
idea and $2,400 weekly on a 6% 
basis, " 





Going Places 


(Continued from page 47) 
even the best of husbands must 
eventually be driven to some one 
cruder, Mr. Arliss’s fall from grace 
doesn’t last long, though. He re- 
members his duty to his public, 
and so does the production, what 
with its faithful comic butlers and 
colonial balls that give the ladies 
a chance to exclaim over the beauty 
of the old-fashioned minuet, 





Dagover Full Blown Beaut 

Whosoever would be a step ahead 
of the other lady fans should has- 
ten to the Belmont Theatre. There 
she will get the dope on Lil Dag- 
over, the Warner Bros’ German im- 
port. Miss Dagover cannot enter 
the list as another Garbo, nor is 
there any other ready made classifi- 
cation to fit her. True. she does evoke 
a faint echo of Theda Bara, but ser- 
ious minded fans will rightly at- 
tribute this tendency of hers to the 
naive conception of life and love 
that makes the picture, ‘Das Alte 
Lied’ a bunch of rosemary, German 
grown, 

Those American fans questing ad- 
vance information will come away 
enthusiastic. The staunch German 
ladies who've been listening to all 
the films in their native tongue will 





be proud. Miss Dagover is exciting 
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in any language. Matrons in all 
countries will rejoice, for Miss Dag- 
over is a crusader for the allure of 
maturity. She can teach the flaps 
while she comforts their mothers: a 
woman has a chance in this world. 
Skinny youth. isn’t everything 
Miss Dagover is a big woman, 
tall and full blown. She has a way 
with herself confident, quiet, poised, 
not given to the nervous little crea- 
tures-.of the younger generation of 


American screen actresses. Her 
ripe, dark beauty increases the 
nearer she comes to the camera. 
Close up you don’t notice the slight- 
ly close set of her fiashing brown 
eyes. Away from the camera her 
profile is best. Her nose is flawless, 
her chin roundly resolute, her full 
lipped mouth mobile. She appreci- 
ates her own style, dramatizes it, 
gets the final breath of fascination 
from it. 


playing in a German 
film iaade in Germany, wears Ger- 
man made clothes and still she 
doesn’t look German, It’s because 
she knows the intrigue of classic 
white with dark loveliness. Simplic- 
ity always. Transparent white chif- 
fon suggesting every countour, 
made with the round high neck of 
a convent girl. The wisdom that di- 
rects hot blooded Spanish dancers 
to wear slender gold crosses at 
their throats. Dignity and sex ap- 
peal. 

The hero, Germany should be 
ashamed to see, prefers Lien Deyers 
Still, ‘Das Alte Lied’ is kind of a 
fairy tale. Miss Deyers is the typi- 
cal blonde German fraulein in looks, 
but not as good an actress as most. 
She purses her lips, wears her hair 
in a badly cut straight bob, and 
carries a beaded bag with a sport 
dress. 


Proof, she’s 





Yo! Ho! And a Bevy of Blondes 

The lass who loved a sailor in 
‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ didn’t do so 
badly by herself. Nor should you 
pity the poor sailors in a film like 


this. They draw good pay; their 
work over, they betake themselves 
to pleasant waterfront dives and 
dance to good music with person- 
able young women; and when they 
marry they live in cheerful little 
cottages, sweetly draped with flow- 
ered chintz and decorated with 
frilled taffeta bedspreads. 

Technically, the important sailors 
in ‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ are deep 
sea divers. Their women make no 
distinction, however. They like all 
sea faring men. They begin with 
just seamen tn the U. S, Navy and 
work up to millionaire owners of 
steam yachts. But there is a great 
difference between the sailors and 
their gals. The sailors are all 
splendid fellows, brave and true, 
while the dames are uniformly 
trollops. They’re out for all they 
can get and judging by their fancy 
wardrobes, they get a lot. 

The ladies in the audience may 
get a bit restless, watching their 
sex made out to be so completely 
avaricious and false without a 
single mitigating decent emotion. 
The producers apparently were 
busy concentrating upon making a 
picture for men. 

Loretta Sayers marries an inno- 
cent deep sea diver because she is 
flow in cash at the moment, and 
doesn’t want to sell her clothes. It’s 
hard to believe so flashy a blonde 
with so direct a method of attack 
would want for anything in a sea- 
port. She’s young and her routine 
prettiness breaks on a sailor's con- 
sciousness all-at once. It’s not the 
kind to develop with time and bet- 
ter acquaintance; it’s there, all of 
it, from the start. 

Mary Doran plays her wise- 
cracking pal with proper hardness. 
The pair of them are as tough a 
duo of sailor’s sweethearts as are 
sung abcut in off color harmony, 
which means success in this kind 
of nobility-of-manhood picture. 





An All-Femme War 

Ladies who go to see ‘The Mad 
Parade’ under the impression it 
deals with life among the speak- 
easies of 52d street will come out 
hopping mad. Poor darlings, they 
pay their money and what do they 
find but a war picture! Worse yet, 
not a single solitary man. Noth- 
ing but women, women, women. 
They hear men’s voices, they see 
men’s shadows, but never the sight 
of a man whole. Audience ladies 
don’t care how good actresses the 
women may be, how pretty, how 
brave, how self sacrificing—if they 
can’t see the men the cast women 
are talking about, it just isn’t fair, 
it ruins all the fun. 

A bunch of grown up girl scouts 





behind the lines of the Great War, 
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with Irene Rich as the lady leader, 


that’s 
the girl with 
her shoulder, 
huskily, 
of her blue serge 


ble flannel dressing gown. 


what they are. 
the 
flings herself around | 
hands deep in the pockets 


Evelyn Brent, 
eternal chip on 


uniform or sensi- 
It’s not 


hard to believe that she'd throw a 


hand grenade at 
but Lilyan 
on her 


lainess, 
a sweet smile 
other matter. 


a comrade vil- 
Tashman with 
face is an- 


June Clyde looks like a girl who's 
earnest about purity even though 


war is hell. 


Elizabeth 


and Helen 


Keating seem a bit young to make 
the age limit for lady helpers behind 


the lines. 


Louse Fazenda wears 


curl papers to show she's a comic. 


Marceline Day is fatally 


when her supply 
she dies slowly, 


but few 


wounded 
is hit and 
in the au- 


truck 


dience have to resort to handker- 


chiefs. 


tattle tale. None 


Fritzi Ridgeway is a vicious 


of these girls can 


be war workers in France because 


of the uniforms. 
serge suits, 
lace 


short 
boots that cover up the lines 


Unromantic blue 
skirts and high 


of their legs. Of course, their trench 
coats are swagger, but every time 


they wear them 


dim light nobody can 


their dash. 


they are in such 
appreciate 


Their proximity to the War af- 


fects 
they 


their private lives so that 
adopt a war of their own. 


Girls quarreling for the length of 
a picture soon become tiresome, 
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F Henderson Orch 
Cotton Club 

Cora La Redd 

Mild’d Washington 

Sherman Robinson 

Leitha Hall 

Berry Bros 

Alma Smith 

Eddie Rector 

Cotton Club Trio 

Clarence Robinson 

Swan & Lee 

Marko Brown 

Henri Wessels 

4 Step Bros 

Bobby Sawyer 

Bunny Payne 

Norman Attwood 

Anise Bayer 

Cab Calloway Orch 

Blue Rhythm Orch 

El Patio 

Geo Murray 

Julie Johnson 

Frances Maddux 

Emil Coleman Orch 


Hollywood Gardens 


N T G Rev 

Ben Bernie 

Jack Miles Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Joe Wallace 
Myrna Waverly 
Molly O’ Dougherty 
Helen Davis 

Lola Bertram 


The Grenadiers 
Will Oakland 
Lou Springer Orch 
Janssen Hofbrau 
Nat Nazarro Sr 
Ramo & Ruth 
Karee Mooney & N 
Wynne Ralph 
Marty Beck Orch 
Nut Club 
Nutsy Fagan 
The Hartman's 
Red Davis 
Jerry Bergen 
Eton Boys 
Ray O'Hara Orch 
Paramount Grill 
Julia Gerity 
Beth Challis 
Lois Sterner 
Blanche & Elliott 
Snooks Friedman O 
Salon Royal 
Elizabeth Welsh 
Kid Sneeze 
Harvey White 
Opal Cooper 
Baby Face 
International Orch 
Village Barn 
Luther & Nell 
Riley & Comfort 
Warren & Davis 
Un Josh Medders 
Hollywood Horse 
Dave Abrams Orch 





CHICAGO 


Club Ambassadeur 

Honey Sis 

Effie Burton 

Maxine Hamilton 

Jeanette Vallon 

Jimmy Noone Orch 

Betty Van Allen 

Bobby Dondio 
College Inn 

F’sd'k & Rich'rds'n 

Bud Preston 

Bobby Meeker Or 

Cameo 

Inex Gamble 

Ruth Barton 

Ina & Aileen 

Adelle Harris 

H Motherway Orch 
Colosimos 

Anna Belle 

Herbie Vogel 

Mary Stone 

Rita Lavarro 

Arthur Buckley 

Marian Moore 

Jimmy Meo Orch 

Dell 


8 

3 Girl Friends 
Evalyn Nair 
Fred Waring Orch 

Embassy 
Fred Stritt 
Margie & Marie 
Peggy Moore 
The Rands 
Jackie Hamlin 
Tina Tweedie 


Harry Weinstein 
Sol Wagner Orch 
Frolics 
Sammy Walsh 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Reynolds Sis 
Billie Gerber 
Kirby & DeGage 
Pauline Belleau 
Charles Agnew Or 
Golden Pumpkin 
Sally Osman 
Bonny Adair 
Billy Moyer 
Al Reynolds 
Bee Sarche 
Austin Mack Orch 
Mack’s Club 
Wagner & Myers 
Harry Glyn 
3 Burke Sis 
Keith Beecher Or 
Peggy Conor 
Miralago 
Hvlen Nafe 
Virginia Cooper 
Diane & Demar 
Rick & Synder 
Rita Delano 
Paul Specht Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Badger & Muesler 
Estelle Fratus 
Joe Allin 
Dorothy Norton 
Mae Baxter 
Leo Wolf Orch 








POSTCARDS, 





LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 

BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 








Belmont Al 


de Haven Charles 
De Haver Le Roy 


Griggs Enid 


Groves George L 
Shankin T.illian 
Smith Bill 
Smith Bruce 


| Western Helen 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


Burnam 


Johnson Winifred 
. 


MacCarthy F B 


| Robinson Sam 


Englewood 
Bargain 


panorama last Tuesday 
presented the phenomenon of 10 fair 
acts summing up a more than sate 
isfactory total. It was one of the 


most pleasing layouts here in aeons, 

Keintz and Skinner opened with 
a recognizable skating turn th; it’s 
fast, to the point and man: ged 
nicely for the introduction. Zussin 
Minette was the delegate from the 
under-voting-age population 
have been getting 
here weekly. Zussin is a maybe 12 
year-old who sings in an adult 
fashion efficiently enough but with. 
out knowing when to end. Chorus 
upon chorus. A more varied rou. 
tine would relieve the tension. 

Sid White and 


whe 
representati ion 


Co., man and 
woman, have the ingredients for a 
secure act. White sings and plays 
comedy straight for a dizzy type 
femme. Laughs are easy and fre- 
quent for family houses, but the 
turn is injured badly by let-down 


in pace when shifting from songs to 
chatter and back again. Another 
serious error is finishing the turnas 
a single with a vocal number. If 
team would close together right 
after the talk, it would boost things 
materially. Mayer and Lavelle need 
better comedy ideas for their bur- 
lesque adagio and Apache dances, 
Femme accordionist and _ tonsile 
strainer filled the gaps between lege 
work without mishap. 

Goebel Reeves gave 'em hill-billy 
tunes to the accompaniment of a 
guitar, Something about those 
simple lyrics and melodies that gets 
to the heart of an average audience, 
Flip, the dog, was an ordinary 
trickster, with the master exhibit- 
ing much need for schooling in 
showmanship. Elsie Huber sang 
vociferously about sailors and what 
every girl should know, and the 
audience perspired with her. 

Cameron, Davis and Cop. are be- 
hind the times with a turn that 
tried to be hokey, but succeeded 
merely in being sloppy. Needs re- 
vamping. Five Green Girls have a 
fair dancing and acrobatic act, 
punctuated with the usual speciale 
ties, including contortion bits 
Emerson and Baldwin played a re- 
turn engagement of the ‘Count and 
the Baron’ with gusto. 

‘Their Mad Moment’ 
ture. 
crease, 


(Fox) feae 
3usiness sharply on the ine 


Art Kassel band returns to the 
Bismarck hotel dining room next 
week, 





Johnny Maitland orchestra opens 
at the Music Box tomorrow (22). 








7th Ave. and 53rd St. 
NEW YORK 


HOTEL ELK 


Modern, nicely furnished, conven- 

a. located. Bath adjacent, sin- 
$6. Private bath, single, $10. 

Daily, $1.25; private bath, $1.75 up. 



































Phone—BRyant 9-0797 


HOTEL ROXY 


119 West 45th St., New York 
SINGLE—$8.50 
DOUBLE—$10_ $12 
Modern Conveniences 
24-Hour Service 


Telephone in All Rooms 





eo BOOKLET ON HOW 








*TO MAKE UP: | 


TEIN 
MAKE UP 


Stein Cosmetic Co. PURITY UNQUEST/ONED 
ove. FOR 11ALF A CENTURY 




















‘The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory that 
@ makes any set of Kee 

—made by -hand. 


277-279 Columbus Ave. 
San Francisco. Cal. 
Free Catalogues 





Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


——— 

















THEATRICAL CUTS 


ANDARD ENGRAVING CO. Ine 
235- suf on 247 BE. MO OS ace yORK, # 
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Tuesday, September 22, 1931 


OUTDOORS 


VARIETY 63 








_———— 


OBITUARY 


COL. ZACK MULHALL 

Col. Zack Mulhall, 84, prominent 
Oklahoma cattleman and at one 
time a wild-west showman, died at 
his ranch at Mulhall, Okla., Sept. 18. 

Settling in the Oklahoma territory 
in 1889, Col. Mulhall entered the 
wild-west show field during the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition in 
st. Louis. His show, with his 
daughter, Lucille, trouping with it, 
Jater played the old Madison Square 
Garden,, New York. He also was 
largely responsible for incepting the 
public career of Will Rogers, who 
appeared under his management at 
the Garden. 

Surviving are a. son, Charles Mul- 
hall, of California, and two daugh- 
ters, Lucille of Mulhall, and Mrs. 
Midred Carmichael of Florida. 


EMMETT ANTHONY 
Emmett Anthony, 43, colored 
comedian, was found dead in bed in 
a room in the Hotel Douglas, Phil- 
adelphia, with demise ascribed to 
acute indigestion. 
Anthony had worked as a single 







IN MEMORY 


of Our Dear Sister 


MARY REILLY 


Who departed from this world 
Sept. 26, 1927 


Louis and Adele Cohen 


on the old T.O.B.A. (colored circuit) 
and later as comic tn Irving Miller 
shows among them ‘Brownskin 
Model's.’ His biggest hit in New 
York was made in ‘Liza.’ He was 
one of the owiginal ‘picks’ with the 
Zoa Matthews (white) act years ago. 

He had married, his wife, Ann 
Anthony, actress, surviving. 

The body was shipped to New 
Orleans for interment. 

James Glover, 70, known to every- 
body in London, died at Hastings, 
England, Sept. 8, after a brief ill- 
ness with pneumonia. For 30 years 





q he was musical director at Drury 


Lane. He provided many of the 
melodies for the pantomimes and 
melodramas. At one time mayor of 
Bexhill and once a parliamentary 
candidate, 

Mr. Glover wrote a book of in- 
teresting reminiscences, and spent 
his later years writing a musical 
department for a London theatrical 
weekly. 


Mark Kent, character actor, died 


Sept. 7 at his home in Brookline, 
Mass. He was preparing to start 


his 39th season on the stage aftem 
a career that began in the early ’90s 
in Lowell, Mass. He is survived by 
his widow and a sister. 

Kent was a favorite in Boston 
stock companies for several sea- 
sons. 


N. Kondow, of Lawrence, Mass., 
a Japanese who operated a conces- 
sion at Old Orchard Beach, Me., for 
20 years, was injured fatally Sept. 
16 when he jumped from a moving 
train at the resort. He rolled under 
the wheels as he leaped to the plat- 
form. 





Fred Wright, 35, stage electrician, 
died of a lung infection at the Na- 
tional Soldiers’ Home, Sawtelle, Cal., 
Sept. 15. Wright was road electri- 
cian with many coast productions 
and a member of local 33, Los 
Angeles, 


The mother, 94, of Ben and Joe 
Welch and grandmother of Lew 
Welch, died in New York Sept. 12. 


E. L. Valentine, owner Valentine 
theatre, Girard, Kan., died Aug. 21. 
Interment at Ellsworth, Kan. 


Frank T. Weeks, 68, former the- 
atrical man, died Sept. 14 at his 
home in Manchester, N. H. 


Herman 
at her 


The mother, 53, of 
Schoenbrun died Sept. 3 
home in New York City. 





KARAMAZOV 


(Continued from page 26) 


entirely dissimilar in story, deal 
with a murder largely caused by 
a confiict over a woman. But this 
one is done by Germany as against 
Hollywood. What is the result? 
German picture suffers largely from 
the same faults as does the Ameri- 
can film. 


Practically all of the first volume 
in ‘Tragedy’ was dropped for the 
film. Same here. So that in both 
cases the background and psychol- 
ogy of the hero are lost. In ‘Ka- 
ramazov’ film is none of the sym- 
pathy you feel for him in the novel. 
Same with Clyde Griffith in ‘Trag- 
edy.’ Seemingly big bcoks can’t 
be boiled down for the screen suf- 
ficiently for them to stand up with 
or tower above their originals. 


liow to keep it all in is another 
question. Even as is, ‘Karamazov’ 
is overboard on length and ought to 
be trimmed down 10 to 20 minutes. 

Outside of cutting down about 400 
pages from the beginning of the 
book, the producers were careful 
not to distort the yarn. They did 
drop one of the Karamazov broth- 
ers, a fairly important one, but 
what they kept they faithfully did 
and took great pains with. Perhaps 
it was wise to do the cutting. Ex- 
cept that a great deal of the draw- 
ing power of this kind of yarn lies 
among those who know the book. 
They will resent deletions. 

Director seems almost to have de- 
feated his own purpose by the ex- 
ceptional photography. Impossible 
not to admire it but it cuts into the 
action and detracts from the story. 
Resultant feeling is one of having 
een to a picture gallery but having 
8een too many pictures, 

Despite all that, the picture can’t 
be brushed aside. It is still a fine 
and Important piece of celluloid. 

Fritz Kortner’s performance 
Dmitri is perfect work. It sets him 
into the riicae his admirers have 
Claimed fy: trim for many months, 
a8 (reraary’s finest dramatic screen 
actor. He has range, power and 
magination. 

— - a gruesome and difficult 
enta Spoiled youth of spoiled par- 
fath, he becomes enamoured of his 

ers would-be sweetheart. She 
~ ara him to the extent he loses 
bis q ught of his own sweetheart, 
Angee his rank, his life. He's 

€n to the point where he wants 


i. kill his father (in the book made 
nderstandab 


as 


Silier ao le also because the 

viciou is such a complete nasty and 

en). ro and always has 

changes 4; at the last minute he 
'S his mind. 


telig 1745 the girl in a bordel, she 
Wit ‘ =e S his and he goes mad 
found ‘'y and happiness. There he's 

in the morning by police who | 


- 





arrest him for his father’s murder, 
committed in the interim by a 
crafty servant. 

During the court trial he has no 
defense to offer. He had taken his 
father’s woman, he had wanted to 
kill his father, he had blood on his 
hands; he is sent away to Siberia 
as a killer. 

Through all that range of emo- 
tions Kortner wanders with ease, 
being just as convincing when an- 
gry, penitent, bitter or naive. 

Anna Sten as the girl Gruschenka 
is likewise perfectly cast. She’s a 
new face for German films, coming 
from Russia, and almost a duplicate 
of Marlene Dietrich at moments. 
Not consciously; she just happens 
to have the same kind of Conti- 
nental face and figure. 

Other splendid performances are 
given by Fritz Rasp and Dr. Max 
Pohl. Also Hanna Waag as the other 
girl Katya, who plays a much more 
important part in the novel than 
in the film, being almost cut out 
here, nevertheless convinces, largely 
because of her beauty. 

Added to that is a splendid musi- 
cal score. Only some whiffs. of 
song, mostly in the bordel scene, 
but considerable music to aid silent 
stretches of action and all well 
handled, 

Whether it makes money or not, 
and the latter is likely, ‘Karamazov’ 
is a good picture for Tobis to have 
picked for the opening of its first 
New York theatre, the Vanderbilt, 
on 48th street. Artistic praise film 
will get and good word of mouth. 
Film may surprise by doing not 
badly because of the Russian trade 
it can pick up. Almost all Rus- 
sians speak German anyway. 

Kauf. 


IS THERE JUSTICE? 


Uncommon Chatter 





(Continued from page 47) 
a personable quartet of Bonn co- 
eds who could he improved by 
closer attention to make-up and 
coiffure. Their dresses are no 
better, no worse, than regulation 
German film styles. 


Sartorial Spree 


From the moment an actress 


embarks on a European engage- 
ment, she is faced with ene great 
problem. What will she wear on 


the morning of her return to 
America? It must be striking and 
have novelty to please the discrim- 
inating camera boys. How to strike 
the front pages in best style is the 
question, 

When Sophie. Tucker’ § arrived 
home in Poiret pajamas. she 
achieved a proper compromise be- 
tween conservative taste and 
startling novelty. A gown for the 
Royal Enclosure at Ascot could be 
no more decorous than her suit of 
soft blue tweed smartly combined 
with gray caracul, Not _ until 
America’s Red Hot Mama executed 
a minuet to display pajamas mas- 
querading as a cleverly hung skirt 
did the attendant reporters receive 
a hint of the latest shriek from 
Paris. The detachable fur collar is 
worn or not, as the weather dic- 
tates, and flariag cuffs of caracul 
are pulled off, as thé gauntlets of 
matching kid gloves, 

Other fashion notes Miss Tucker 
brought back are Agnes hats, 
mostly bowlers, trimmed above 
and below the brims with contrast- 
ing velvet birds of paradise, dis- 
creetly dyed to match the cos- 
tume....pouch purses made of 
ebony and henna-stained wood.... 
English tweeds, stressing black, 
white and gray combinations.... 
evening gown of white crepe, util- 
izing angora as a substitute for 
fur trimming....a lLenief after- 
noon ensemble combining brown 
velvet and chiffon with touches of 
the new Spanish-tile....ensembles 
of all-over sequins from Vienna 
....fifty-inch lace handkerchiefs, 
and slews of beautiful originals 
from Paris. 


Vaude Styles 
All vaudeville styles at the State 
this week. The evening mode is 
modeled by Lillian Dawson, whose 
slim lines are flattered by gleaming 


white satin, breathlessly fitted 
across the hips and flaring into a 
graceful long skirt. A girdle of gold 
cloth, punctuated with one purple 


flower, completes simple, effective 
style. 
Naomi Ray recommends black 


satin for the stouts. Miss Ray is 
one person who never need worry 
about going on a diet. The stouter 
she appears, the more easily audi- 
ences are won by her willingness to 
comment on corpllence, particular- 
ly when she dens a volumnious bal- 
let skirt, full-blown as the Graf 
Zeppelin. 


Harmonizing sisters, decree Grace 
and Beatrice Wiley, wear bouffante 
tulles in baby blue, off the shoulder 
neck lines dotted with tiny pink 
rosebuds. Rosette (with Luttman) 
approves of a dance leotard in three 
shades of blue for a modernistic 
adagio, and white chiffon, fully 
pleated and topped by a scarlet 


bodice dusted with tiny, sparkling: 


stones, 





‘Scandals’ a Type Show 
As far as its ladies are concerned, 
the 11th edition of the ‘Scandals’ is 
the same book masquerading be- 
tween a bright new cover. The re- 


‘print contains no radical changes, 


but is content with the old form. 
True to type, the 1931 crop of 

‘Most Beautiful Girls on the Stage’ 

creets the audience with rhymed 





Sono Art producticn and release. Henry 
Wralthas reatured. Directed by Stuart Pat- 
on, tory by Betty Burbridge. 





Lightweight melo geared for dual 
hills. Story is developed jerkily but 
cast is capable. Henry Walthal, 
featured, of course, stands out. 

Yarn is of a stern district attor- 
ney (Walthal) who sends a crook 
and his innocent wife to prison, the 
wife dies and the crook gets out 
swearing vengeance, Action shifts 
to the daughter of the d. a. (Miss 
Mahaffee), who is caught in a cafe 
raid, where she is photographed 
dancing in shorts. Rex Lease is the 
news reporter. Lease loses the 
photo through the crook. Blackmail 
enters with a cross plot of another 
crook gunning for the d. a.’s enemy. 
Reporter is sent to prison for the 
murder of one of the _ crooks. 
Daughter reveals the blackmail plot 
to her dad, who sets the wheels! 
in motiog to save the newshound, | 

kari, 





speculation on topics of the day. 
It would be treason if their voices 
were not shrill and sing-song, their 
yerbalizing as precisely monotonous 
as a Tiller routine. They are comely 
and chic, and carry their clothes 
well, 


Their frocks are very like those 
worn by their predecessors. Styles 
may come and go, the ‘Scandals’ is 
faithful to fluffy dresses, horse hair 
prims, muffs, crowns and jackets of 
all-over pastelle blossoms. It likes 
black satin, relieved by silver beads 
and turquoise contrast or worked 
into graceful, ruffle-faced_ skirts 
swirling from bodices of shaded 
layers of black tulle, the latter the 
most effective costume group. Finale 
gowns are modish monotones in 
chartreuse, bronze and Spanish- 
tile. 


The ‘Scandals’ goes far back injuse her voice. 


MORRIS, CASTLE PART 


‘Coal Oil’ Johnny Buys Out Partner 
Who Goes With Gruberg 








Morris & Castle carnival partner- 
ship will dissolve with Milton Mor- 
ris selling his end of the carnival 
to ‘Coal Oil’ Johnny Castle. 


Morris is going in with Ruben 
Gruberg of the Ruben & Cherry 
shows. 





Depression Cuts Down 
Fairs, Midways 33-507 


Tough sledding for the fairs. Tor- 
about one third this 
year with both the Detroit and the 
Minnesota state fairs getting a 40% 
nick. 
the usual take. 


onto was off 


Iowa went to about one half 


about the 
same ratio of cut, though at Tor- 
onto the Ruben & Cherry trick 
dropped only about 20%. Carnivals 
that usually get from. $40,000 to 
$50,000 at Detroit and Minneapolis 
halved that this year and were glad 
it was no worse. 


CIRCUSES 


Al G. Barnes 


Carlsbad, N. M.; 23 
Santa Fe.; 2, 


Carnivals are taking 





Ros- 
Al- 


September 22 
well; 24, Clovis; 
buquerque. 


ow 
av; 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 


Charleston, s. 4 23 
Charlotte, N. C 25, Win 
Durham: 28, Raleigh; 29, 
Goldsboro: 30, Wilmington October Fe 
Rocky Mount; 2, Norfolk, Va.,; 3, New- 
port News; 5, Charlottsville. 


Seils-Sterling 


September 22, Shelby, O.; 23, 
ville; 24, Coshocton; 25, Caldwell. 


Sells- Floto 


September 22, Austin, 
24, Tyler; 25, Corsicana; 


September 22. 
Columbia; 24, 
ston-Salem; 26, 


London- 


Tex.: 23. Waco; 
26, Paris. 


CARNIVALS 


For current week (September 21- 
26) when not otherwise indicated. 
Alamo: Cooper, Tex. 





Anderson-Srader: Bridgeport, Neb. 
Artdick: Bridgeport, Conn 

B. & B.: N. Wilkesboro, N. C.; Hick- 
ory, 28-3, 

Barker: Van Buren, Mo.: Mountain 
Grove, 28-3. 

Barkoot Bros.: Deshler, O 


Bee: Alamo, Tenn.; Dickson, 28-3. 
Bernardi: Allentown, Pa. 
Bunts: Asheville, N. C.; 


C., 28-3. 
Burdick: Franklin, Tex. 
Cetlin & Wilson: Lexington, Va.; 
Airy, N. C., 28-3. 
Christ United: Ligonier, Pa. 
Crafts: Pomona, Cal, 
Dixie Model: Morristown, Tenn, 
Fairly: Excelsior Springs, Mo. 
Fleming: Union .City, Tenn. 
Florida Expo.: Siler City. N. C, 
Freed Bros.: Hattiesburg, Miss. 
Glick: Bradford, Pa.; Bloomsburg; 
Gray, Royal: Linden, Tex. 
Great Western: Sikeston, Mo. 
ireenland: Decatur. Ala, 
Hansen: Yazoo, Miss. 
Jones: Tulsa, Okla. 
Joyland: Jerome, Ida, 
Lee: Jasper, Ga.; Marietta, 28-3. 
Leggette: Hope, Ark.; Texarkana, 28-3. 
Miller: Fredericksburg, Va. 
Playland: Central City, Neb. 
Saskatchewan: Shawville, Que., 
24-26. 
Sols Liberty: Sparta, 111. 
Spang: Lewisburg, Pa. 
Tidwell: Graham, Tex. 
Vernon Bros.: Poteau, 
Wade: Warsaw, Ind. 
West: Chandler, Okla. 
Williams: Chatham, N. B., Can. 


Batesburg, 8. 


Mount 


28-3. 


Cap., 


Okla. 





revue history to revive the tableau 
vivant in a scene depicting the 
‘Green Pastures,’ in which Everett 
Marshall sings with rich, operatic 
beauty. ‘Ayl Gawd’s Chillun in 
Green Paaaastures,’ intones Mr. 
Marshall, using the broad a. 


The announcements with which 
Mr. White likes to preface sketches 
are recited by the Gale Quadruplets, 
personable dancers dressed more 
becomingly in soft chiffons than in 
the metal-sheath leotards that do 
not flatter dance movement. The 
guttural voiced Loomis Twins are 
dressed paradoxically in pale blue, 
belted with ribbands and sprayed 
with tendrils of tiny rosebuds. 
Enough blossoms are left over to 
trim leghorne hats dangling from 
the wrists on pale pink streamers, 

This year’s position of premiere 
chanteuse is filled by Ethel Merman, 
whose songs, good though they are, 
are not suited to her relentless jazz 
style. Not one of them gets over 
as well as ‘Sing, You Sinners,’ which 
she retains from her own reper- 
toire, 

Jane Alden serves as maid-of-all- 
work, playing in sketches, singing 
pleasantly and looking beautiful in 
a gown of pale transparent velvet 





Ethel Barrymore Colt has not yet 
come into her stage inheritance 
Before that time, she must learn 
poise, smile-economy and how to | 


L. A. Fiesta with $25,000 
Freak Profit May Repeat 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
Repeat of La Fiesta de Los An- 
geles to tie-up with the Olympic 
Games year is 
gineered by the respective commit- 


next being en- 


tees. 


As show business, the event was 


fizzle, with the vaunted net profit 
of $25,000 on the $445,000 show only 
possible by figuring in the public 
subscription of $100,000 and the 
county and city contribution of 
$125,000. 


Civic boosters look at it as great 
stuff, 400 pages of ‘newspaper copy 
in outside papers being the tang- 
ible showing. Free publicity at 
$1,100 the page. 


Look Whom Police Chief 
Picked to Vanish With 


Coxsackie, N. Y., Sept. 21. 
the 
teletype 

of ‘G’ 
troop, State Police, in Troy, inform- 
all 


been issued for the arrest of Police 


A message went out over re- 


cently installed statewide 


system from headquarters 


ing units that a warrant had 


Chief John Hines of Coxsackie, who 
skipped town. So did the wife of 
an operator of carnivals. Hines left 
behind him a wife and _ three 
daughters. 

Mrs. Hines said her husband 
not take with him his uniform 
other equipment. ‘ 

Later it was announced that ‘all 
would be forgiven’ and that Hines’ 
job would be open to him, if he 
would return. A State trooper is 
acting as police chief during Hines’ 
absence. 


did 
or 





Loss to Illinois Fairs 
Of State Aid, Threat 


Springfield, Ill., Sept. 21. 
County fairs in Illinois, most of 
which went plentifully into the red, 
got a further sock when Attorney- 
General Carlstrom ruled that fail- 
ure to pay advertised premiums in 


full rendered them ineligible to 
claim any portion of the huge state 
aid fund, built largely upon the 
state’s share of the pari-mutuel 
race tracks licenses. Stuart E. Pier- 
son, director of the state depart- 
ment of agriculture, had been del- 
uged with inquiries from associa- 
tions, already in the red, who said 
they were unable to pay their pre- 
miums in full and wanted to know 
whether they could depend upon the 
state funds to bolster their finances, 


N. Y. Bars Gypsies 


Chatham, N, Y., Sept. 21. 
Theft of $82 from a patron at the 





Chatham fair by a gypsy woman 
fortune teller brought about an or- 
der to State troopers that gypsies 


be barred at all county exhibitions 
this year, The patron complained 
that the money disappeared from 
his pocket while the woman was 
telling his fortune. 

A sergeant arrested the woman, 
whereupon she gave up the booty. 


Long Donkey Ride 
Galveston, Sept. 21. 
With letters to New York nota- 
bles, Wild Bill Pallotti, Corpus 
Christi amusement park operator, 
intends to leave on a donkey-ride 
for eastern points on Oct 1. 
The donkey will probably be car- 
ried on a truck most of the way. 








S. F. Final Date Oct. 10 
Birmingham, Sept. 21. 
Selis-Floto will not call it a sea- 
son at New Orleans Oct. 1, but may 
close out at Jackson, Miss., Oct. 10, 
when the show plays the Mississippi 
State Fair for one day. 








Understood that the show his 
dates in Alabama, including Bir- 
mingham before playing the fair 
date, 

Dallas Sunday Taboo 
Dallas, Sept. 21. 

Offer to donate 10 percent of 
gross to charity didn’t soften local 
city dads about Sells-Floto’s Sune 
day date, Sept. 27. 

Chiefly because town has record 


of no Sunday circuses, achievement 


joi the pious. 
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: Touring with “YOU SAID IT” Opening Sunday, Sept. 27, at 
: This Week (21) Teck, Buffalo Cohan’s Grand, Chicago, Indef. 


Represented by JACK CURTIS 
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